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“The Only One We Worship”	
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-17

1. Worship begins with repentance and faith in Jesus: Matt 3:1-12
•	 John’s call to repentance, “the kingdom is near,” precedes Jesus ministry.
•	 Baptism as washing & cleansing has Old Testament roots.
•	 Jesus’ submission to baptism foreshadows his submission to the cross.

2. Baptism is an act of worship—a declaration of allegiance to 
Jesus (15)
•	 Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan river; Going into the water represents 

surrender to God; the water represents washing away our sins; rising represents 
new life!

•	 Jesus explains his baptism as solidarity with the lost he has come to rescue and 
redeem… “this is to fulfill all righteousness” (15).

•	 Baptism is an act of worship and obedience: declares our allegiance to Christ 
and the rejection of all other expressions of worship.

3. The Holy Spirit empowers Jesus—and Jesus’ followers (16)
•	 Though Jesus is divine, he will minister as a common man who is subject to 

physical and earthly limitations— to identify with humanity—but as a man 
empowered by the Holy Spirit (See Isaiah 61:1).

•	 This same Holy Spirit indwells us; we are “born of the Spirit”

4. The Father directs us to follow and worship his beloved son, 
Jesus (17)
“This is my son, whom I love, with him I am well pleased.”

•	 The Father is also pleased with our obedience - “worship is a whole life 
response to who God is and what he has done for us.”

•	 Baptism and the anointing of the Spirit launch the ministry of Jesus.
•	 Note the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) are present at the baptism.

Application: In a world of many gods & idols, Jesus is the one we 
worship!

•	  Worship is indeed “more than a song” … Worship is a whole life response 
to who God is and what he has done.

•	 Consider Revelation 5:9 and Amos; 5:21-23.

Questions for individual or small group reflection
O B S E R V A T I O N  ( W H A T  D O E S  T H E  T E X T  S A Y ? ) 

•	 What is the relationship between John and Jesus?
•	 What is John’s role in the launching of Jesus’ ministry?
•	 What role does John play in preparing the way for Jesus?
•	 What does the appearance of a dove represent at Jesus baptism?
•	 What does the Jordan river represent?

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  ( W H A T  D O E S  I T  M E A N ? )

•	 What did baptism mean for Jesus? 
•	 What does baptism mean for us? 
•	 Why does Jesus insist on baptism for his followers?

A P P L I C A T I O N  ( W H A T  D O  I  D O  A B O U T  I T ? )

“Worship is a whole life response to who God is and what he has done.”
Worship is more than a song…what might this mean as we reflect on Matthew 3?

•	 What makes Jesus the only one worthy of our worship?
•	 What does our culture worship?
•	 What about other religions…new age spirituality – what some call “the new 

age” or positive psychology?
•	 How do we see ourselves – are we worthy of self-worship?
•	 What does the Amos 5 passage say to the matter of worship?

Only one is worthy... and his name is Jesus Christ our Lord. 


