“Assembly Required”

Scripture: Acts 2:42-47, Hebrews 10:23-25

« Worshipis a living response to who God is and what He has done.

+ We gather to worship God and to remember his love for us and when you

make that a priority, three things happen in you.

1. YOU GLORIFY GOD

Acts 2:42-43 — “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellow-
ship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. Then fear came over everyone, and
many wonders and signs were being performed through the apostles.”

2. YOU GROUND YOURSELF IN GOD’S LOVE

Hebrews 10:23-25 — “Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without
wavering, since he who promised is faithful. And let us consider one another in order
to provoke love and good works, not neglecting to gather together, as some are in

the habit of doing, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day
approaching.”

3. YOU GROW STRONGER TOGETHER

Acts 2:46 — “Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple,
and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with joyful and sincere
hearts, praising God.”

Is gathering a priority or is it a preference?
1. Choose consistency over convenience
2. Protect worship on your calendar

3. Come expectant, not just present
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Questions for individual or small group reflection

OBSERVATION (WHAT DOES THE TEXT SAY?)

« What words describe their inner condition — how they felt, not just what they
did? (Look closely at verses 43, 46, and 47.)

« What happened around them as a result of what happened among them? Who
is doing the adding in verse 477

+ Read Hebrews 10:19-25. What reason is given for gathering? Notice, it comes
before the command in verse 25. What has already been done for us in verses
19-22?

« In Hebrews 10:24, what are we told to do to each other? What is the verb?

INTERPRETATION (WHAT DOES IT MEAN?)

« InActs 2, teaching, fellowship, prayer, generosity, meals in homes; these come
first (not singing). What does say about how the early church understood
worship?

« Worship is a response to who God is and what He has done. Do you see this
in Hebrews 10 (God’s action first, our response second)? Why does the order
matter?

« We’re all wired to worship something or someone. What are the most common
things people in our culture organize their lives around?

« Why do you think God designed his people to gather rather than to follow him
privately? What is available in the room that is not available alone?

APPLICATION (WHAT DO | DO ABOUT IT?)

« Over the last three months, has gathering been a habit or a conviction for you?
What’s the difference in how you’d describe it?

+ Think about your last few Sundays. Were you present in the room but absent
from the moment? What is usually pulling you out of it?

This week’s practice — pick one:

« Come to church next Sunday having  « Move one thing off your Sunday
already prayed for the gathering and that has been quietly crowding out

one specific person you’ll see there. gathering.
+ Do aHebrews 10:24 — think ahead + Open amealinyour home to
of time about how you’ll encourage someone outside your normal circle,
one person in the room, then do it. the way Acts 2:46 describes.
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