“Make Up Your Mind”

Today’s message is given as a first-person narrative. Pastor Fred will assume the persona of
Rabbi Gamaliel, one of the most highly respected Rabbi’s of his day and Professor to Saul of Tarsus
- who later becomes Paul the Apostle. Much of the Bible is written in the genre of narrative. A good
story like a good novel or a movie, communicates indirectly. The listener must engage in the story
and connect the dots. The storyteller designs the plot so that the main idea of the story will emerge

as the narrative unfolds.
Acts 5:12-42

(vv. 17-23) Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the
party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. They arrested the apostles and put
them in the public jail. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors
of the jail and brought them out. “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell
the people all about this new life.” At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as
they had been told, and began to teach the people. When the high priest and his as-
sociates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—the full assembly of the elders
of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. But on arriving at the jail, the officers
did not find them there. So they went back and reported, “We found the jail securely
locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found
1o one inside.

The basic structure of a plot is as follows:

1. Aproblemisintroduced in a particular time and place. (SITUATION)
2. The problem turns out to be more complicated than first thought. (COMPLICATION)

3. The problem is resolved and a good news conclusion is reached. (RESOLUTION)

Situation: The explosive growth of the early Christian movement arouses the
jealousy of the High Priest; he throws the Apostles in jail and calls a meeting
of the Sanhedrin. (5:12-21)

“more and more people believed in the Lord and were added to their number (14)

Complication: An angel of the Lord frees the Apostles from jail — they
continue talking about “this new life” — which so infuriates the Sanhedrin
they threaten to kill them. (5:25-33)

“we gave you strict orders not to teach in this name.” (28)

Resolution: Rabbi Gamaliel persuades the Sanhedrin to release the apostles:
(5:34-42)

“if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves
fighting against God.” (39)
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Questions for personal or small group study

OBSERVATION (TEXT):

« What is creating the explosive growth of the early Christian movement?

« How does the religious establishment react to the growth of the Jesus
movement?

« What do we know about the “Sanhedrin?” (the elders of Israel)

« What is the reasoning of Gamaliel’s speech to the Sanhedrin?

INTERPRETATION (THEOLOGY):

+ How does God respond to the apostles’ arrest and jail-time?
« What is the focus of the Apostles teaching and witness?

+ Peter’s speech in vv. 29-32 focuses on the essential core of the gospel -
what is this core message?

APPLICATION (TODAY):

« The apostles miraculously escaped the jail, and their lives were spared
from death. However, eventually they were all martyred. How do we
understand God’s protection? How do we understand suffering and
persecution for the gospel?

+ What can we learn from this narrative about taking the gospel to the ends
of the earth - and also sharing the gospel here at home?

«+ Last Sunday we heard 11 beautiful testimonies from those being baptized
- and we felt the power of God’s grace. Are you prepared to share your
testimony?
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