“l Would Like to Hear This Man Myself”
Acts 25:23-26:29
Nabeel Qureshi story. ..

1. Paulis a prisoner in Caesarea for 2 years (see Acts 24:27)

Caesarea - Coastal HQ; Palace of the Governor; Military base

2. King Agrippa: “l would like to hear this man myself” (25:22)

+ King Agrippa arrives with great pomp and pageantry (Acts 25:23)
+ Paulis smallin stature, balding, beetle eyebrows, hooked nose & bandy legs...
Wearing only handcuffs and prisoner’s garb.

3. Agrippa to Paul: “You have permission to speak for yourself”(26:1)
(this is a sermon two years in the making!)

+ | was a strict Pharisee who studied under Rabbi Gamaliel!

« God promised our ancestors a Messiah

+ lwas “obsessed with persecuting Christians ...hunting them down”
« Then, I met the risen Jesus - Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?

4. Now convinced that Jesus is alive, Paul begins preaching (26:19-20)

“I am sending you to open their eyes and turn from darkness to light and from the power of
Satan to God.” (18)

5. Festus: “You’re out of your mind; Your great learning is driving you
insane.”(26:24)

Paul ... “What I am saying is true and reasonable” (Acts 26:25)

6. Agrippa: “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to
be a Christian?” (26:28)

7. Paul: “I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me
today may become what | am, except for these chains.” (26:29)

Challenge: (1) Believe in Jesus our Lord and Saviour (2) Believers tell others

Books: Nabeel Qureshi, “Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus: A Devout Muslim Encounters Christianity”
(2014); Ayaan Hirsi Ali, “Infidel: My Life” (2006).
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Questions for personal or small group study

OBSERVATION (TEXT):

« What do we know about Paul’s background?
« What does his obsession with persecution tell us?
« What do we know about the history of violence in Herod’s family?

+ Why does Jesus say that he himself is being persecuted - not just his
followers?

INTERPRETATION (THEOLOGY):

+ What was the central truth that changed Paul’s view of Jesus?

Why might God have recruited Saul of Tarsus - and what does this tell us
about God?

« What is the core message Paul preaches?

« What do we know about the human choice of worship and allegiance from
verse 18?7

« What is repentance and why is it a key concept in Christian faith?

APPLICATION (TODAY):

« Whatis it like to change religions?
« Do you consider the Christian faith “true and reasonable?”

« What challenges you most in witnessing for Christ?
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