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“The Question That Changes Everything”	
Acts 16:16-40

1.	 The Gospel confronts bondage (vv. 16-18)
Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who 
had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money 
for her owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, 
“These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be 
saved.” – Acts 16:16-17 
 

2.	 The Gospel provokes opposition (vv. 19-24)
When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized 
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities.  
– Acts 16:19

3.	 The Gospel triumphs in suffering (vv. 25-29)
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
other prisoners were listening to them. – Acts 16:25

4.	 The Gospel brings salvation (vv. 29-34)
He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  
– Acts 16:30

5.	 The Gospel creates a church (vv. 35-40)
Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved — you, and your household.  
– Acts 16:31

Questions for personal or small group study

O B S E R V A T I O N  ( T E X T ) :

•	 In verse 19, Luke shows us the real reason Paul and Silas were dragged before 
the authorities. But in verses 20–21, the owners give a more public-sounding 
accusation. What is each reason, and why does that gap matter? 

•	 In verse 29, how does Luke describe the jailer when he comes before Paul and 
Silas? Then look closely at his question in verse 30 -  what one word shows he is 
still thinking about salvation as something he has to do? 

•	 In verse 33, what does the jailer do for Paul and Silas before he is baptized, and 
when does Luke say this happens? Then at the end of verse 34, what does his 
whole household do together?  

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  ( T H E O L O G Y ) :

•	 Why do you think Luke shows both the slave girl’s deliverance and the jailer’s 
salvation in the same story? What do they teach us together about the kind of 
freedom the gospel brings? 

•	 Paul and Silas are suffering even though they were faithful. What does this 
passage teach us about how God can work through suffering without making 
suffering itself the point? 

•	 When Paul answers, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved,” what does 
that show us about the difference between trying to save ourselves and receiving 
salvation by faith? 

•	 When Paul says, “you and your household,” is he saying the jailer’s family is 
automatically saved, or is something else going on? How does verse 34 help us 
understand that, and how do Genesis 18:19 and Acts 2:38–39 shape the way we 
think about faith reaching a household? 

A P P L I C A T I O N  ( T O D A Y ) :

•	 Have you ever experienced opposition for doing what’s right? How does this 
passage reshape how you see that? 

•	 What does it look like to “sing at midnight” in your own life—how do you respond 
in suffering? 

•	 How has your faith impacted your household or closest relationships? 
•	 Who might be “listening” to your life right now , watching how you handle 

difficulty? 


