
June 14, 2026  |  To The Ends of the Earth, Week 8	 Pastor Johnny Cheung, The Olive Branch June 14, 2026  |  To The Ends of the Earth, Week 8	 Pastor Johnny Cheung, The Olive Branch

“No Outsiders”	
Acts 10

1.	 The Cultural Breakthrough

•	 Cornelius was a Gentile, Peter was a Jew. Do they mix well?

•	 Breaking through cultural barriers requires risk and sacrifice.
	» Both risked their reputation (John 4:4)
	» Both sacrificed their time 

•	 God already worked behind the scenes to break through cultural barriers
Application: Consider any cultural barriers we put on ourselves that hinder our worship of God. 
What cultural distances do we maintain, which the gospel actually calls us to breakthrough? 
Consider: John 14:15 & Mark 12:30-31

2.	 The Religious Breakthrough

•	 The Religious Law - “It is unlawful for a Jew to associate with a Gentile.” 
v.28

•	 The Religious Breakthrough - “But God has shown me…” v.28
	» God reveals His timing (progressive revelation)
	» Revelation must be confirmed (Acts 10:30-33)
	» Revelation always points to Jesus! 

•	 “I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them” - Matthew 5:17

•	 Don’t forget: Letter of the Law or Spirit of the Law? 
Application: Religious Law or Traditions can be held onto very deeply. What are some religious 
traditions or assumptions that become barriers to welcoming people to Jesus?  
Consider: John 13:35 & Galatians 5:22-23

3.	 The Gospel Breakthrough

•	 God shows no partiality (v.34)

•	 Jesus is Lord of All (v.36)

•	 Everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins (v.43)

•	 What do we need to let go of this week? What do we need to surrender?
Application: How shall we live out the gospel truth this week? To whom shall we bring the Good 
News of Jesus’ Love, Mercy and Grace this week? God is already moving. Will you?

Questions for personal or small group study

O B S E R V A T I O N  ( T E X T ) :

•	 Describe the vision Peter had. What did it look like? What was his 
reaction?

•	 Describe the encounter Cornelius had with the visitor. What are some 
observations?

•	 How did the invitation(s) unfold - who were involved? What was 
happening?

•	 Describe the scene in verses 44-48. 

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  ( T H E O L O G Y ) :

•	 What did Peter’s vision mean for him? Likewise what did Cornelius’ visit 
mean for him?

•	 Why do you think Peter shared the message from v.34-43 in that specific 
way? What are the key takeaways from that Gospel presentation?

•	 Why would Peter be astonished that the Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles?
•	 What’s the significance of verse 46, why would the author include that? 

A P P L I C A T I O N  ( T O D A Y ) :

•	 Describe your family of origin. Where is your family from?
•	 In your culture, what are some implicit or explicit expectations, and how 

do you navigate that with Jesus’ overall teaching?
•	 What’s one way to welcome someone from your culture to Jesus?
•	 Describe the church you attended at the beginning of your faith journey. 

Any interesting traditions or stories? Any differences from any other 
churches you attended?

•	 Were there any faith traditions you have questions about, or had to 
navigate carefully - and what does Jesus’ teaching say about it?

•	 How do you live out your faith now, with both cultural expectations and 
faith traditions in mind?




