“Oasis in the Desert”
Acts 8:26-31

Today’s message is given as a first-person narrative. Pastor Fred will assume the persona of
Philip, one of the 7 deacons appointed by the apostles. The purpose is to effectively communicate
the biblical narrative in an engaging manner. Much of the Bible is written in the genre of narrative or
story. A good story - like a good novel or a good movie, communicates indirectly. The listener must
engage in the story and connect the dots. The storyteller designs the plot so that the main idea of
the story will emerge as the narrative unfolds.

The basic structure of a plot is as follows:

1. Aproblemisintroduced in a particular time and place. (SITUATION)
2. The problem turns out to be more complicated than first thought. (COMPLICATION)

3. The problem is resolved and a good news conclusion is reached. (RESOLUTION)

Acts 8:26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the
desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”*’ So he started out, and on
his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the trea-
sury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone
to Jerusalem to worship, ** and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading
the Book of Isaiah the prophet. *® The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay
near it.” 3 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the
prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 3 “How can I,”
he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit
with him.

Situation: Philip is instructed by an angel to go to the desert of Gaza.
(8:26)

+ An Ethiopian finance officer is returning home from worshipping in Jerusalem.

Complication: The Ethiopian is reading the scroll of Isaiah but
doesn’t understand. (8:30-31)

+ Philip runs alongside the chariot and the Ethiopian invites Philip to join him.

Resolution: Philip explains the good news and the Ethiopian asks to
be baptized. (8:35-38)

+ With Philip’s assignment now complete he is transported by the Spirit to Azotus.

« The Ethiopian continues on his journey rejoicing in the good news of the gospel.
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Questions for personal or small group study

OBSERVATION (TEXT):

» Where do we first meet Philip and what has been his ministry development?
+ What position does the Ethiopian hold in his nation’s government?

« What was the purpose of his trip to Jerusalem?

« How might he have acquired a copy of the scroll?

+ How would you describe his spiritual interest?

INTERPRETATION (THEOLOGY):

+ What role does the Holy Spirit play in Philip’s encounter with this Ethiopian
official?

+ Isita coincidence that the Ethiopian is reading from Isaiah 53?

+ Can the gospel be explained from a passage like Isaiah 53?

« What does this story tell us about God?

How does this story connect to Acts 1:8?

APPLICATION (TODAY):

+ What role does the Holy Spirit have in our witness?

+ Philip went from a deacon to a preacher...Can God expand and diversify your
ministry?

+ What does this passage teach us about outreach, about people’s needs and
spiritual curiosity?
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