“Forged Through the Fire”

Acts 3,4

1. The Background: “A Spark that Ignited a Flame” (Acts 3:1-10)

Lame from birth (40 years old! Cf. Acts 4:22)
In the NAME of JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth, get up and walk!

It was a miracle! A spark that would get the fire going.

2. “Strike While the Iron is Hot” (Acts 3:11-26)

A crowd gathers, and opportunity arises (v.11)

Purpose is always reconciliation (v.19) (cf. 2 Cor 5:20)

3. “The Fire Erupts” (Acts 4:1-22)

Fire of Persecution (v.4-7) (cf. Romans 1:16, John 15:20)
Fire of the Holy Spirit (v.8-12) (cf. Acts 2:1-4)

We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard (v.20) (cf. Isaiah
43:2)

4. “AFiery Prayer” (Acts 4:23-31)

Released! ... But do they retreat? Do they give up? NO!

They praise God & Pray for MORE! (boldness, healing, miracles!)
« God answered their prayer in power (v.31) (cf. 2 Cor 3:18)

5. “The Result - ACommunity Forged Together” (Acts 4:32-35)

All believers were one in heart and mind (v.32) (cf. John 17:21, Eph 4:3)

With great power & and great grace (v.33)

Distributed to each as any had need (v.35)
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“We can’t heal him, only God can!” How about us? (v.12) (cf. 1 Pet 3:15)

Questions for individual or small group study

OBSERVATION (TEXT):

What was the condition of the man at the Gate, and what did he ask Peter and
John for?

What did Peter say he would give the man instead of silver or gold?

What reasons does Peter give in his sermon (3:13-16) for why the healing
happened?

« Who arrested Peter and John, and what was the stated reason for the arrest

(4:1-3)?
What specific charges were brought against Peter and John before the Sanhedrin,
and who was present at that hearing (4:5-6)?

INTERPRETATION (THEOLOGY):

What does the crowd’s amazement suggest about what they expected from Peter?
Peter quotes Moses in 3:22-23 and Abraham in 3:25. Why does he root his message
so deeply in the Old Testament?

In 4:11, Peter calls Jesus “the stone you builders rejected.” What does that
metaphor communicate to a Jewish audience specifically?

Peter says the name of Jesus healed the man (3:16, 4:10). What does “name”
represent theologically — why not just say Jesus healed him?

APPLICATION (TODAY):

Peter gave what he actually had. What do you have — gifts, time, presence — that
you sometimes overlook because it doesn’t feel valuable enough?

+ The healed man “walked and leaped and praised God.” When did you last respond

to God’s work in your life with that kind of open joy?

Peter and John were “unschooled, ordinary men” (4:13) yet spoke with conviction.
What holds you back from speaking about your faith? What would it take to move
past that?

The early church prayed for boldness after being threatened (4:29), not for safety
or relief. How does that challenge the way you typically pray under pressure?
Peter and John said “we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and
heard” (4:20). Is there a conviction in your own life that strong — something you
genuinely cannot stay silent about? What does your answer reveal?
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