“Happy Birthday, Church!”
Scripture: Acts 2:1-41

Introduction - Recall that magical moment when “the baby” was born.
The church also has a birthday... it’s coming on May 24!

1. Recall Jesus’ words, “You will be my witnesses.” (Acts 1:8)

This can feel overwhelming - like we are “in over our heads.”

2. The fascinating backstory: Acts 2 is filled with symbolism.
The 12 spend 7 days in prayer waiting for the promised Spirit.

« Wind...fire... languages...
“They were all filled with the Holy Spirit...”

“Iwill put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God,

and they will be my people. (Jeremiah 31:33)

3. With the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Church is born (Acts 2:4)

“I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it ... I will give
you the keys to the Kingdom.” (Matthew 16:18)

From day 1 the church is multi-cultural.

4. Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to empower God’s people for witness.

“It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will prove the
world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment. .. (John 16:7)

5. Peter connects Pentecost to the Crucifixion (v. 22-24)

+ People are convicted, “cut to the heart” (v. 37)
Peter sounds the call - repent and be baptized (v. 38)

6. Today, we are privileged to participate in the growth of the Church

“You will be my witnesses”

« What shall we do, Olive Branch?
» Have you asked Jesus to forgive you?

Conclusion:
Giving birth to a baby is unpredictable, stressful and joyful.
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Questions for individual or small group study
OBSERVATION (TEXT):

« What signs accompany the giving of the Spirit in verse 1-4?

« What demographic is present in Jerusalem - and what might that
indicate?

« What is the focus of Peter’s sermon? How is Peter’s sermon received?

INTERPRETATION (THEOLOGY):
« Whatis the original purpose of Pentecost and how is it related to
Passover?
« What is the purpose of the Holy Spirit in the God’s mission?
+ Describe the church in its original form and how is it different today?

+ How is the church and the kingdom of God similar and yet different?

APPLICATION (TODAY):

« What do you love most about the church?
« Have you attended a church service in another country or culture?

« What are your hopes and prayers for the church - & this church in
particular?

« How do you stay informed about the global church?

« How could we pray for the mission of the church in light of Acts 2?
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