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1. In this past week, our nation—known for its peace-loving, justice-loving kind people has 

been rocked by the discovery of the remains of 215 First Nations children in an unmarked 
grave in Kamloops, B.C.  What makes this especially scandalous is the fact that these 
children were removed from their birth parents—with the promise of a great education             
—but the underlying intent of extinguishing the culture they were born with.  

 
-Besides the history of lies and broken promises—and the racism at the government level  
that supported it—is the fact that the church carried it out and apparently hid what was really 
going on.  All this, when Jesus—the Head of his Body, the Church said—clearly:   
 
Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these. (Mark 10:14 NIV)  
  
-You have to ask, “How did this happen?  How did the government rationalize this?  How is 
it that the church hurt and lost the children entrusted to their care—with no accountability 
and no records of what even happened?  
  
-Here’s what I do know; although the court system here clearly failed and were complicit    
in an unjust system, there is a higher court that every human is accountable to. Jesus, the 
judge of all people, said:   
 
If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it 
would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and they 
were thrown into the sea. (Mark 9:42 NIV)    
 
a. Here’s what we need to understand.  There is accountability—not just for the people 

who neglected and buried the 215 children who died on their watch, but for us too.  
And that’s what Jesus makes clear in the trilogy of stores that he closes this section 
with.   

 
 -In a world like ours, it is quite popular for people to congratulate themselves for what 

they own and accomplish—and blame God for the problems. The truth is that God 
has invested in us.  He has entrusted truth, resources, time and opportunities into our 
hands.  Investment is always tied to accountability.  Jesus put it like this in the 
context of his second coming: 

 
From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from 
the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.  
(Luke 12:48 NIV) 
 

b. The day of accountability in Bible language is, The Day of the Lord.  It is quite easy 
to burn down through a lot of time and resources, thinking, “It’s all mine!  I have what 
I have because of who I am.  Jesus says otherwise.   
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His best word for that day, His coming—is Watch!  And then He tells a trilogy         
of stories, each more intense than the last—as a way of saying, “Life—and all                
it’s opportunities—are precious!  Don’t waste them!   
 

2. Now, the first story is about a wedding—and the traditions are very different from ours.   
This story features a groom—and ten bridesmaids.  Strangely enough, the bride isn’t 
mentioned.  The emphasis is being prepared for when Jesus—represented by the groom 
—comes. You could entitle this message, Don’t fake it!  

 
At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps      
and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 
The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise ones, 
however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in 
coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight the cry rang out: 
‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ Then all the virgins woke up and 
trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil;   
our lamps are going out.’  ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us 
and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ But while 
they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. Later the 
others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ But he replied,  
‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ Therefore keep watch, because you do not know 
the day or the hour. (Matthew 25:1-13 NIV) 
 
a. Weddings are a big deal now—if you can actually hold one!  But in that culture, they 

dominated the social life of the town.  In our world, a whole bunch of people gather in 
a building or some venue—and wait for the bride.  The groom?  No one cares too 
much about him! 

 
-In that culture, the bride—with her bridesmaids—came to the house the groom had 
been building. The lamps weren’t the little oil lamps you’ve seen; they were more like 
torches—oil soaked cloths wrapped around a pole.  There was a huge procession 
that included singing and dancing—all of it lit by these torches.  
  

b. Jesus emphasized two qualities in the story about the servant just before this:   
Being wise and faithful. At the beginning of the story, the 10 virgins/bridesmaids   
are indistinguishable.  They’ve all been asked to be a part of the procession, but it’s 
when the call goes out, “The groom is coming!” that we see the difference.  Five, in 
Jesus’ language, were wise, and five were, well, let’s say, not the sharpest knives in 
the drawer.  Let me explain why: 
 

 *They knew this was a big deal—the whole town was watching. 
 
 *They had gathered together to meet the groom—and knew he was on his way. 
  
 *They knew that these torches would light the way—and that they needed a lot of oil.  
  
 *They knew that to blow this opportunity would be an insult to the groom and the 

bride.  And yet…?   
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 -If you went to Sunday School or a Christian camp, you may remember the song, 
Gimme oil in my lamp, keep me burning, burning burning… Or later, cooler 
words, “Gimme gas in my Ford, keep me truckin’ for the Lord” or Gimme wax  
on my board, keep me surfin’ for the Lord.”   

 
-Fun—but the issue is that these girls didn’t have oil—because they didn’t think 
ahead; they weren’t prepared.  In an extreme sense, it would be like starting              
a trans-Atlantic flight without enough fuel to actually get you there.  If the other 
bridesmaids had lent them oil, everyone would’ve run out—totally dishonoring        
the bride and groom.    
 

3. The point of Jesus’ story is that His Coming is the most important event in this history of 
creation—and to not be prepared for is the dumbest thing a person can do.  This lack of 
preparation is the only thing that distinguishes the five wise bridesmaids from the 
five foolish ones. They’ve all been honored as friends of the bride and groom to be a part 
of this day.  They know they’ll need lamps and oil.  Because it was late at night, they all 
went to sleep.  But only five thought ahead.  

  
 -Know what comes to mind for me?  Hypocrisy.  It’s people who look like they love and 

follow Jesus—I mean, they know the songs, the Bible verses—they have the same outer 
skin—but inside is a different story.   

   
a. There are a lot of things you can fake in this world.  Remember Leonardo DiCaprio  

in Catch Me If You Can?  The guy he plays faked out a lot of people—and you can 
fool a lot of people in your life—but not Jesus.  And Jesus would say to us all,  
“Why would you fake it when I can change you into someone who is authentic? 
   
-People fake it because fakes, imitations take less time and trouble. Fake nails and 
fake eyelashes only take glue to put them on!  A real Rolex watch costs more than 
10X what a fake costs.  But when it comes to the most important thing in life        
—you don’t want to fake it.  Remember, Jesus is the one who coined the term, 
hypocrite—or actor!    
 
-Being a hypocrite is exhausting!  Being prepared—having things clear with God    
—confessing your hypocrisy and asking God to make your heart new is hard on the 
ego—but it brings life!   
 

b. The response of the groom to these bridesmaids who show up late sounds harsh; 
you know, where he stands at the door and says, “Sorry, I don’t recognize you!”     
But think about it, to miss the procession—the part of the wedding groom was 
counting on them for, and show up at the reception where their torches aren’t  
needed doesn’t make sense. In our culture, it would be like bridesmaids who insult 
the bride and groom by not having their dresses on and ready for the wedding.   
Then they come to the reception late and want to sit at the head table!   
 
-Jesus is simply Saying; to be wise you need to think ahead and be prepared.  And 
His question to me and to you is--are you?  Or are you just faking it while you do your 
own thing.    
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-Accountability message #1 is:  Actually BE ready—don’t try to fake it!  
 

4. Jesus then immediately goes into Accountability Message #2.  You could entitle this 
message: Invest Wisely.  Let’s read what Jesus says: 

 
 Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and  

entrusted his wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, 
and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 
The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work 
and gained five bags more. So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 
But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money. (Matthew 25:14-18 NIV) 
 
-It’s very important here to talk about the word that describes the relationship between the 
man, the money, and the servants.  It’s the word, entrusted. The point of Jesus’ story is  
that all we have--money, possessions, abilities, people and opportunities--ultimately 
belong to God and have been entrusted to us. HE OWNS; WE MANAGE! If you’re a 
manager—it is both dumb and dangerous to assume that you’re the OWNER.  
  
a. In Jesus’ world people with significant money and responsibility often had to travel to 

do their jobs. In our world, we fly to other countries and stay in hotels. Then—travel 
was very time consuming—sometimes requiring months or years.  So this guy had to 
have someone care for his resources.  

 
-His choice was to put it into the hands of 3 trusted servants and it was a lot of 
responsibility.  A bag or a talent was 75 pounds of gold—worth $2,748,000 in 
Canada.   
 

b. So this guy handed $13.7 million to one servant, $5.5 million to another, and $2.7 
million to the last guy—and then left on a looooong journey!  Now, how many of you 
would assume that if your boss left and entrusted $2.7 million in your care that he 
wanted you to do something with it?  That only makes sense.  This guy entrusted 
almost $21 million dollars in gold bullion to these servants! 

  
c. Jesus’ story, like the last one, points to what these guys all had in common.   

First, the fact that their boss trusted them enough to place an immense amount of 
money in their care.  The second factor was a little more controversial; he knew 
 their abilities—and divided it unevenly based on what he knew they could handle.  
  
-He had two expectations—that they would do something with it—and that they 
would account to him when he returned.  What he didn’t know—and what they didn’t 
know—was when. That final accounting is the point of Jesus’ story.  
  

5. So, let’s talk about how this all turned out.  Jesus finishes part 2 of this trilogy:   
 

After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them. The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’  
he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’      
His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!  
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You have been faithful   with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ The man with two bags of gold 
also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have 
gained two more.’ His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!’ “Then the man who had received one bag of gold 
came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have 
not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went 
out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ His master 
replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown 
and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my 
money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it 
back with interest. So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has 
ten bags. For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. And throw that 
worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’   
(Matthew 25:19-30 NIV) 
 
a. The first two guys went right to work and invested the money entrusted to them.  

The disciples listening to this would’ve said to themselves, “Man this guy entrusted 
them with a fortune! I hope they did something with it!”  Well, two of them did—and 
doubled the money.  The one with $13.7 million—to $27.4 million, the one with $5.5 
million—to $11 million.  Notice the language; You entrusted me…I gained more!’   

 
b. And the boss, the OWNER was really happy. I’d be happy too if someone doubled 

my investment!  And both men got exactly the same praise:  
 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; 
I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’ 
 
-Now, there is so much jammed into these few words that I could do several 
messages on them. Well done. You’ve pleased me—exceeded my expectations. 
You were everything   I hoped you’d be! 
 
Good.  This is a character word.  Everyone, when they die, wants the people who 
knew them best to say, “He, she…was a good person.  They were the kind of person 
you’d want on any team!   
 
Faithful.  I knew I could count on you to pull it off! I knew you’d stay at it—and be 
honorable with my investment in you! 
 

c. Now, this is where it gets very interesting!  You’ve been faithful with a FEW 
things!  Seems strange, doesn’t it, that responsibility for a $13.7 million investment is 
“a few things!  Well, apparently it is small in light of what’s next!  And that’s being 
put in charge of many things—and being invited into the Master’s happiness!    
This, friends, is just a powerful hint that what awaits those who are faithful is an 
eternity sized challenge—and eternity sized happiness!   
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6. The ending of this story is both frustrating…and tragic. The third guy in this story just  

took this immense amount of money and buried it. 75 pounds, $1,748,000 worth of      
gold just sitting in the ground for months—maybe years.  And then he comes into his  
final accounting session armed to the teeth with excuses—and blames the master for    
his own laziness and neglect!   
 

 -Why?  Well, we aren’t told.  It is pretty clear that he resented his boss—and blamed him 
for the fear he felt.  He had apparently been rehearsing this, knowing he’d have to give an 
account.  Fascinating, isn’t it—that he blames the one who entrusted him with $1.7 million 
dollars!  Says stuff like,  

 
 -Well, see, I KNEW you were a hard man, a tough boss—in fact, I think you’ve always 

had it in for me!  And you go around expecting to harvest where you’ve never 
planted, na, na, na, na, na! 

 
a. But his boss says, “So if I’m so hard—why not just entrust it to an investment firm?  

Any money manager I’ve every known would be thrilled so see, $1.7 million come 
through the door!  And the final evaluation is…?  Wicked, lazy servant.  He’s lazy 
because he did nothing!  He’s wicked—because he tries to blame his boss—and 
accepts no responsibility!    

 
b. See, most of us know that sometimes things don’t go well.  Most of us have made 

bad investments—or failed at a business venture. But to just bury it all?  In the first 
story, the foolish bridesmaids were shut out of the party. The consequences for this 
guy who chose not to invest—and then blamed his own laziness on the master is 
that he is thrown into a place of darkness and intense regret. 

 
c. Here’s what I would recommend. I think it’s really, really important to ask the 

question; What have I been entrusted with and where am I investing it?   
There’s one fact that no one in or culture will ever tell you: It’s that you have       
been entrusted with way more than you think—and you are accountable.   
Jesus was clear on this; To whom much has been given, much will be required.   
I have one life, one shot, one chance to invest…and so do you!    
 

7. Jesus tells one more story in this trilogy and it, honestly, trumps the other two. Jesus said 
several times and in several ways that what God wants from us can be summarized with 
two simple commands.  Love God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind and love 
your neighbor as yourself.  Jesus said, if you do this—you’ll please God.  The first two 
stories emphasize our love and respect for God.  The last story shows how loving others 
circles right back around to loving God.   

 
-One more fact from Hebrew literature.  For Jesus to do three rapid fire stories on anything 
would say, “This is really, REALLY important. Jesus did this the three stories about the 
lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son.  What’s lost is valuable, worth a massive search 
—and a celebration when it’s found.  As I read this last story, see if you can pick up on the 
common theme between all three.   
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When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit      
on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from        
the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King 
will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave  
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes  
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we       
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did  
we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.’  
Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me 
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and 
you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and  
in prison and you did not look after me.’ They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and 
did not help you?’ He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of 
the least of these, you did not do for me.’ Then they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.  (Matthew 25:31-46 NIV) 
 
-First, look at Who the judge is.  Dan Brown said in his novel, The Da Vinci Code, that 
Jesus never claimed to be more than just an ordinary man.  Think about that!  Do ordinary 
men say that they’re going to come back, sit on a glorious throne and judge the nations?  
Not unless they’re insane…or a liar.  But Jesus was neither—and he was, in fact, very 
serious.  
  
a. Now, in that world, separating the sheep and goats happened all the time.   

Sheep aren’t better than goats—just different—with different needs and habits.   
But the separation is simply about how Jesus will, at the end, separate the righteous 
from the wicked. And on that day, Jesus will not be on trial—you know, where we 
demand answers from him.  On that day, He will ask the questions—and everyone 
from every age will have to answer.  
 

b. The core issue then will not be how popular you were, how much money you made, 
how smooth your skin was or how luxurious your hair was—or how many people 
thought you were really hot or really smart.  It will all boil down to, How did you 
treat people?  

  
-And not just the people who could do something for you—but the people no one else 
noticed or thought much about.  The people we sometimes avoid—cause we’re busy, 
you know, and don’t have the time, money or interest to help.   
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 c. Notice the list: 
 

*hungry and thirsty… These are the people who can’t afford food, let alone healthy 
meals or organic food. Their only source of drinking water is polluted.   
 
*they’re strangers, their clothes are awful, they smell—and they’re sick; they’ve done 
things that have landed them in prison.  They can’t help you one bit!    
 

8. According to Jesus, we pretty much respond in one of two ways.  We either do for them 
what we would want someone to do for us—like the beaten up and left for dead in Jesus’ 
best known story; the Good Samaritan. We either notice them, feel bad and walk on by 
—or we engage, knowing it will take time and money we’re reluctant to give.  It’s called 
compassion.  
  

 -What’s fascinating in Jesus’ parable here is how the compassion and the lack of 
compassion seem to be a subconscious responses.  Jesus says to the sheep on his right,  
“I was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick and in prison—and you cared for me, 
showed compassion!  And the response was, “Wait—we don’t remember doing that?” 
   

 -And Jesus’ surprise response is, “Whenever you notice, stop, engage, care for—do 
something to help someone in need—that vulnerable person is ME! I’ve disguised 
myself—and when you engage—you are showing love to the person who will one day  
make a judgment call on where and how you spend eternity!”   
 
a. Of course, there’s a tough surprise on the other side of that equation, too.  There will 

be people who will say, “We never saw you in need!  If we had, we would’ve have 
stopped—I men, after all, you’re Jesus!   

 
 -And that’s where the surprise—shock, actually—will be. When you ignore people  

—whether they’re in need or doing okay—you ignore Jesus.  In our eyes, people  
are annoyances—frustrating; they want our stuff!  But to God, people are more 
important than anything else!  To see that, just watch Jesus; ready about his life  
—how he always noticed and engaged people and entered their pain.   

  
 -And in everything he said, that was clear.  He was particularly passionate about 

people He called, “The lost!’  The men and women who had lost their way—and 
ended up spiritually bankrupt. When he was criticized for hanging around prostitutes, 
tax collectors and sinners—he said, “It’s the sick who need a doctor!” 

 
-See, I’m guessing that Jesus’ list of people in need would include the scoundrels 
and cynics, people caught up in the endless cycle of serial dating—people who’ve 
pounded any moral compass right out of their dashboard.  What Jesus says here 
deals with social justice—but it’s not about social justice.  It’s about how you and  
I value with people!  God loves them—all of them—and loving them is an act of 
love for Him!   
 

b. Jesus like the religious professionals in Jesus’ day, we, His Followers, sometimes get 
all caught up in keeping our nose clean and making sure we know all the commands 
and don’t violate any of them—and miss what He wants most from our lives.  Love, 
kindness, goodness, and compassion.   
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-If what Jesus is saying is accurate, love is on the final exam—not religious 
performance or knowledge! And it makes sense; Jesus said, “If you want to do  
well in life—and at the end—love God with all you are—and love others as yourself.  
In fact, put them before yourself!   
  

c. So, here’s the question; if we know that loving God is what matters most; if we know 
that loving others as ourselves is critical; if we know that when we love  
and show compassion to the very least of these is actually being done for Jesus 
—what could distract us from that? 
 

 -In very simple terms, SELF! The Trinity of ME, MYSELF and I.   
Self-pre-occupation is what causes us to miss—or ignore what’s happening with 
others.  And in a SELFIE world like ours, that is both likely and spiritually lethal.   
How can you ever explain to God, “I personally thought it was urgent that I think 
about myself when it came to my money, time and energy. Because, see, Jesus,  
if I’m going to love others as I love myself—I need to learn to love myself more!       
I mean, that makes sense, doesn’t it???” 
   

9. Jesus finishes this whole talk on the end times—not with a bunch of clear signs that will help 
us know specifically when He’s coming back—and it’s time to get serious about our lives.  
He says, “I don’t know when I’m coming back—nor do the angels.  So WATCH!  Jesus 
says, “Why would you wait?  Are you trying to scam me?”  

 
a. Be WISE.  Don’t put off bringing your inner world and outer world together in a 

straight line.  Don’t wait!  To be WISE is to be REAL. Authentic.  Ready for whatever 
comes up.  Smart people prepare for the future. 

 
b. INVEST!  What God has entrusted you with has immense value!  It ultimately 

belongs to Him; you simply have this one life to invest in what will happen next—in 
what matters most!  To just use it all for yourself is evil.  To not invest; to just bury 
it is both wicked and lazy!  To invest is to find the thrill of doing something with your 
life—for someone you love and respect--that matters for eternity!  

 
c. LOVE!  Remember that whether or not you love and show compassion says volumes 

about what’s really going on down in your soul.  And this is where it is so important to 
just be honest; Would the way you spend your time, money and energy say that 
you’re pretty much in love with yourself—or that there is a genuine love coming from 
the Spirit of God that causes you to actually deny yourself—and put others before 
yourself. 

 
 -What you do—whether you love--will literally determine what eternity looks like.  

Jesus was clear; everyone has been given something—and we are accountable for 
that something! And how we use it has the potential to bless others and please 
God; which is a good and wise investment!   

 


