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1. In life, there are two categories of surprises.  Are you ready for this—cause this is 

profound!  There are good surprises…and there are bad surprises!  I learned this when 
I was a little kid.  For example: 

 
 *I went with my Dad to visit a guy named Mr. Summerville at his farm. So, my Dad said, 

“Kenny, don’t go near the pond!”  Now, what do you think I did?  Man, I went right over to 
it and laid down on my stomach at the edge and tried to catch a tadpole!  But the tadpole 
went up under the bank—so I kept reaching…reaching…reaching, and then I 
accidentally somersaulted right into the water.  I was surprised—and so was my Dad!  
Caught!  Bad surprise! 

 
 *So, I’m in first grade, and right after recess, I look out the window and see my Dad’s 59 

Ford in the parking lot—and my parents getting out.  I thought, Oh, oh!  But they were 
carrying a big box—and bags!  When they got to my room, they said, Surprise!  Happy 
Birthday, Kenny!  Man, cupcakes, balloons, party streams—I was hero for a day!  
Good surprise!   

 
a. I, like you, have had hundreds of surprises!  Good ones—and bad ones.  You’re 

going a little over the speed limit—okay--50 kmph over!  The lights in the rear view 
mirror? Bad surprise! 

 
 -You see a guy or a girl who makes your heart stop—then beat really fast!  And 

you find out that their heart was beating really fast too!  Good surprise!   
 
 -You go on for a routine check-up and blood text. You know, just normal stuff. 

Then the doctor’s office calls.  Bad surprise!  You go in for more tests.  You get 
another call.  This time…you’re okay.  Good surprise!  In fact surprises never 
seemed so good!   

 
b. Jesus brings this whole human realm of surprise into this talk about his second 

coming.  In fact, you could actually say that it’s the theme of his whole talk—from 
what he says about the temple being torn down—to the difficult times that awaited 
his audience here—the disciples—to what happened when the flood hit the earth 
in Noah’s Day.   

 
 -The theme we’ve chosen for this whole series of talks is; IS THIS THE END?  So 

far, the answer has been, Yes!  Since Jesus was born, lived, gave his life on a 
cross, rose again and ascended to the Father—we’ve been living in what the 
Bible calls, the LAST DAYS. 
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 -Is This The End?  No.  Jesus said that wars, threats of war, earthquakes, 
famines and disasters (which would include pandemics) would be normal 
history—not the sign that the end is here! 

 
c. So, today---Is This The End?  MAYBE!  So, here’s the deal; Jesus won’t send a 

notice of meeting or a scrolled warning on CNN or am amber alert on your 
iPhone, or a tweet on Twitter when he’s about to arrive.  It will just…happen.  And 
He wasn’t trying to manipulate us or scare us—it’s just a reality check.  For some 
people it will be a bad surprise—and for some it will be an amazing surprise! 

 
 -For example, if you were in one of Hitler’s death camps, the sound of Allied tanks 

and infantry coming would be the best of all surprises for you; for the SS 
guards?  Not so much.  You’re free; they’re called to account.   

 
d. Now, here’s my point—and what I want to talk about for the next few minutes.  

This “Is This The End:  MAYBE” can be the best maybe ever.  See, everyone 
has a choice on that one. 

 
2. Now, there’s one word that describes pretty much everything Jesus said when it comes 

to His second coming. That word is… WATCH! Let me read what Jesus says here in the 
context of what we would call the end of all things: 

 
 Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 

come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of 
night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his 
house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 
come at an hour when you do not expect him. (Matthew 24:42-44 NIV) 

 
 -When Jesus disciples ask him to get specific about when he was coming back, He was 

clear:  I don’t know—and neither do the angels!  Given the fact that Jesus Himself—
Son of God—was so clear about that, I’m not sure why people keep speculating on when 
that will happen.  So, here’s a question for you:  Does the Devil read the Bible?   

 
a. Well, we know he does, right?  He knows it better than us.  I mean, he could give 

amazing exegetical messages on the Bible, if he wanted.  He heard every 
message Jesus, Peter, John and Paul preached!  So, if anyone could figure this 
out, he could.  

  
-Does the Devil read books on prophecy?  Did he read The Late Great Planet 
Earth—and 88 Reasons Why the Rapture Will Happen in 1988?  Did he read 
Last Things by Dwight Pentecost?   Maybe I’m weird, but I’m pretty sure the devil 
would want to know specifics about when Jesus is coming back because he tries 
to sabotage everything God does.   
 

b. Think about it; Jesus surprised everyone the first time He came 2000 years ago.   
I mean, the experts had studied all the prophecies about the coming Messiah.  
They debated it every day with other religious professionals.  They had a place 
setting at their supper tables for Him!  
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-And yet?  Not only did they miss it, they hated Him when He came and had Him 
nailed to a cross.   Here’s what we need to learn from that; we’d better not get 
too clever and think we have the timing right!  God has His secrets—and this is 
one of them.  Jesus says, Just watch!   
 

c. Now, let’s talk a little about Jesus’ imagery here; of a thief in the night. The point 
here is not that God is like a burglar who will creep in some night and take your 
stuff.  The point is that Jesus will not text you, call you, or give you advance notice 
so that you can get your act together.   

   
-If you love Jesus and follow Him, it should be like someone you love and miss 
stopping in to visit—not a stranger with a crowbar and a flashlight.  Please 
understand this; Jesus isn’t coming to get something from us or catch us doing 
something embarrassing. 
 
-He’s coming to keep the promise He made—to save us and everything else!  
To heal, bring hope, love people who’ve never been loved—and heal all the 
brokenness of our world.  We will be reunited with all of those we’ve loved—and 
lost—and realized they’ve all been safe with Him!  This is not like waiting to see 
the dentist; it’s more like kids waiting for Christmas morning!  
 

3. Jesus makes another comparison here; it’s the servant who’s responsible for caring for 
other servants when the boss is away.  This happened a lot in that culture—cause travel 
took months—not days. Wealthy people would leave a head servant in charge of his 
house, his business and all the other people who worked for him.  Rogers hadn’t gotten 
to the part of the world yet—so cellphone coverage was awful—and there was almost no 
communication weeks—or years!  So, that’s the background: 

 
 Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of 

the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? It will be 
good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. Truly I tell 
you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. But suppose that servant is 
wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,’ and he then 
begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. The master 
of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he 
is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the 
hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
(Matthew 24:45-51 NIV) 

 
 -Jesus asks a critical question:  How do wise and faithful people handle that kind of 

responsibility?  Now, in a world like ours, we think, “Hey, it’s my stuff, my life—and these 
are my employees!  All through His teaching Jesus makes it clear, though, that we are 
not owners; we are managers of what the Owner has entrusted to us.  He owns—we 
manage!   And managers are accountable to owners.     

 
a. Now, this all started at creation.  According to the account in Genesis 1 and 2, God 

made everything—and said that it was GOOD! And then He asked us—since 
we’re created in His image--to manage and care for it.  In Jesus’ Kingdom, He is 
the Good Shepherd; we are the under-shepherds.    
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 -Let me put it in terms that may make it clearer; how many of you have ever had 
someone come and babysit your kids—or an evening or even a week or two?  
Imagine you came back and not only had they not been feeding them regularly or 
getting them to bed on time—they’d gotten into your wine cellar and were passed 
out on the floor.   

 
-Your children are thin and pale, they smell, and they have welts on their backs.  
How would you feel about that!  You’d have them charged with abuse!  You love 
your children! 
 

b. Now, think about the implications of what Jesus is saying here.  For a manager to 
mistreat or take advantage of people you’re ultimately responsible for is a huge 
breech of trust.  Why would a manager ever think that’s okay?   

 
 -Now think about this more deeply.  What we have been given to do—what we 

have been entrusted with is really, REALLY important, right?  So what kind of 
person only does what they’ve said they’ll do when someone is watching 
and warning them?  Would a wise and faithful person take advantage of the 
owner—and just take over?  That’s not being faithful— or smart!   

 
c. I used to think that Jesus warning, Watch!  Don’t go to sleep on the job?!  I’m 

going to come at a time you don’t expect!” was a form of control—a threat.  
Something like parents would say, “If I catch you doing that again, you’ll wish you 
had never been born!”  The point Jesus is making is not a threat. He doesn’t have 
to spy on us or catch us doing something wrong--He knows what we’re up to! 

 
 -Most of you are familiar with the name, Bernie Madoff.  His name fits because he 

made off with almost $65 billion of other people’s money—people who had 
entrusted their whole financial future to him.   

 
-At the time of his conviction, Bernie was called the most hated man in America 
because he didn’t just misuse people’s trust—he abused it.  His own son and a 
key European investor took their own lives because of the shame involved.  Bernie 
died just two weeks ago; imagine his shock in realizing that his accountability only 
starts with the federal government!   
 

d. And that’s actually the problem for us, isn’t it?  We drift!  We start out very 
conscious of the weight of responsibility we have.  But get used to that—think, 
“Hey, it’s my life, my body, my money, my choices, my family, and my job!”  And 
Jesus would say, “Well, yes—it’s been entrusted to you—but you are accountable 
for how you use what has been placed in your hands.  

 
4. There’s another level of accountability that Jesus deals with here.  Other servants—

people God treasures are influenced by what we do, how we live and what we live for.  
Whether or not we even think about this, we are responsible.   

 
-I mentioned to you a few weeks ago that someone recently passed judgment on me—
how I taught and how I led the church.  It ground me up for a while—and it needs to 
because I’m not just accountable to you and the Governing Board, God holds me 
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accountable.  Like the manager in this story—I have been given the responsibility of 
feeding and caring for others—people who also feed and care for others.  If this is about 
me and my ego and my need for attention—or a job—I’m cooked!   
 
-Here’s the deal for everyone who’s listening; You and I have influence.  Some of us have 
a lot of influence.  How many people get their orders from you is not a status symbol—
it’s a responsibility—and what you do with it is huge! 
 
-Let me boil it down further.  Some of you don’t have a business—you have a blog—with 
followers--sometimes 100s or 1000s!  Jesus’ followers were called disciples!  That has 
a way of making us feel important when that many people pay attention, right?  They click 
on the pics you post and the things you promote.   
 
-But it’s a double-edged sword.  If it’s about you and your ego—you may be leading 
people down a wrong path.  We are responsible for our influence!  SELF always 
corrupts.  Remember Jesus’ words; it’s about being wise and faithful!  
 
-And this gets into the arena of parenthood.  How you raise your children—and the value 
system you teach them by what you say and do and how you life is a big deal!  How you 
shape a child at the front end of their lives is a big deal! Here’s what I know; I’m not 
perfect!  I’m so far from that…!  But if the focus of your life is goodness, wisdom and 
faithfulness—it will pay off!   
 
There are a lot of people in our world who get pushed to the front of the class because 
they’re smart, creative and talented.  A lot of people are attracted to that—and follow 
them; make them their heroes. But the people God notices are those who are wise and 
who are faithful.  It’s character!   
 
-See, before you die, people don’t really care too much about how you get your fame, 
your influence and your money.  But after you die—and someone has to write a eulogy 
about you?  Suddenly character matters!  And that’s what God is looking for now—and 
when He drops the curtain on life.   
 
-So, here’s the question; how can people who’ve given their lives to Jesus—pledged their 
allegiance to Him--not do this?  Luke gives us some insight in his version of Jesus’ 
words: 
 
“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and 
the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. For it will 
come on all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, 
and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you 
may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:34-36 NIV) 
 
a. My recent online devotionals have been following the general theme of The 

Essence of Straying. We live close to conservation land, you know, where people 
hike the trails and walk their pets.  It’s normal to see the   poster of a pet that’s 
strayed.  The problem is—we can hear the coyotes howling at night just behind 
our house!  Strays = coyote food!   
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-The concept of straying originates from the image of our Shepherd God—and His 
straying sheep—us!  Isaiah 53 tells us why we need a Shepherd.  All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one of us to our own way. 
 

 -Straying is never a good image, is it?  When pets stray, they sometimes never 
come back.  When husbands or wives stray—it usually blows families up.   And 
when children stray—there’s nothing worse than that!  The problem with 
having followers—of some kind—is that if you stray—you are responsible for the 
people you lead astray.  That explains the end of Jesus’ story about the faithless 
manager.   

 
b. Jesus said that you need to watch your heart-because it can get weighed down 

with anxiety and trying to anesthetize the anxiety with drugs or booze—and, of 
course, just…life.  Sheep get off track by just going for the next clump of 
grass—and they walk right into trouble.  We do too.   

 
-I don’t know who came up with the thought, Just follow your heart!  That’s bad 
advice; the Bible tells us that the heart is deceitful!  If you secretly want to do 
something wrong, your heart will plan a way for that to happen—and justify it!   
And that’s how people wind up like the guy in Jesus’ story—being a big shot and 
mistreating the other servants.  Self comes first—and when that happens, 
everyone is in trouble!   
 

c. Now, this is the serious part of straying.  Sheep follow sheep!  In fact, sheep—as 
I’ve mentioned—can be kinda dumb.  Sometimes, if one sheep gets too close to 
the edge of a precipice—and falls—other sheep will follow them over the edge!  
No kidding! I mean, going over the edge is a baaaad thing, right?  It’s worse—
way worse—if you take people with you!  

  
5. Jesus tells us that we need to be really careful that our heart doesn’t just get weighed 

down.  Lose hope.  Lose the plot!  And that’s where carousing comes in.  “Hey, life is 
boring, painful, brief—and we only go around once—and we’ve been penned up for over 
a year!  So, just go for it!  Have fun!  Party!  There will be plenty of time to be bored 
tomorrow!  You’ve heard the carousing theme song, right?  Eat, drink and be merry for 
tomorrow you die!   

 
 -The problem with that—is that that’s not the end!  We were made in the image of 

God—with eternal souls—created to make a difference and live forever.  We’ve been 
given this life—and only ONE life—to make a difference, to live out our calling, to make 
the impact on others for eternity that we were created to make.   

 
 -Jesus—who knew people—He made them—includes drunkenness.  Why do people 

get drunk or high or smoke up?   In a culture where everyone drank wine at every meal, 
it would be easy to turn to when you’re in pain, or have lost hope, right?  We’re seeing 
that a lot during COVID.  As you know, if you abuse alcohol or drunks—you just get 
drunk or high—and the problems and hopelessness are still there—usually worse.   

 
-The anxieties of life?  Anxiety these days is on a roll. There’s a pandemic, it 
complicates work and school and entertainment, we’re anxious about the future—and if 
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that’s not enough—there are reminders everywhere—and the news pumps fresh fear 
into everyone’s home—every day.  And then there are all the normal things to be 
anxious about!  
 
a. And in the middle of the constant reminders, it’s hard not to lose hope that Jesus 

is going to make all things right—not make things worse!  And then some people 
that Peter calls, scoffers point out the facts we all know:  Remember the passage 
we read last week? 

 
-So, you love Jesus and He’s coming to save everyone and everything?  I 
don’t see Him!  People have been saying that for years!  Give it up!”  Peter knew 
Jesus—I mean, he was close enough to smell his breath when he gave this talk 
about the end times.  Listen to what he says:   
 
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. 
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.  (2 Peter 3:3-4, 8-9 NIV) 
 

 -In other words?  “He’s waiting for the most hopeless of all—the scoffers—to 
come home!  His patience is amazing!  I know!  He was patient with ME!”   

 
b. Want to know what creates scoffers?  That’s what happens when people lose 

hope!  Hope that their marriage will ever change.  Hope that they can ever stay 
sober. And it’s what causes people to drift off…stray…not finish what they start 
and become cynical.  And it’s what causes people who say they know Jesus to 
never engage in his mission, give up watching--and, for all practical purposes—to 
become atheists.  We lose hope!  Give up.  Resign from living, loving, investing, 
trying and engaging.   

 
 -Jesus promised that there is a life to come that outweighs any sadness and 

anxiety.  He promised that He will in fact, come back, and end the decay, sadness 
and pain.  Life pokes us full of holes—and the hope drains out.  If you let Him—He 
will once again fill you with hope!   

 
c. So, here’s my question for you—and I really want you to think about it.  Do you 

want to BE a wise and faithful person?  If you’re going to live your calling, then 
you’ll need hope…HOPE…to pull that off!  And THAT is what Jesus is getting at. 
It’s not, SURPRISE!  I’M HERE!  GOTCHA!  No, it’s more like, SURPRISE!  You 
thought no one even noticed you—cause you never drew attention to 
yourself.  You thought that how you loved and lived and the quiet sacrifices 
you made dropped into the pond of life without a ripple…but I NOTICED!   
 

6. So—what IS in store for our future?  I don’t know if you’re familiar with Cliff Knechtle or 
not, but my son, Brian, and I sometimes listen to his podcasts.  Cliff is a pastor—and in 
his spare time, travels to university campuses all over North America to answer the 
questions that students have about the Christian faith.  There are some very interesting 
debates.  Recently, one guy said to him, “I don’t what to go to Heaven cause I’d be 
bored!” 
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 -Given some of the popular myths floating around, I can see why someone would come 
to that conclusion.  The imagery is boring; sitting around on clouds, playing harps, eating 
bagels and cream cheese—kind of like an old church service that never ends!  And then 
having to live in a home made of gold and jewels--cool—except everyone has one!  And 
the halo is just annoying!  Kind of like an eternal retirement home!  That would be 
boring—except that’s the devil’s version of Heaven!  It’s the cartoon version! 

 
a. Some of you have been raised, like I was, in the swoop and scoop version of 

Jesus’ coming.  That things are tough, but Jesus, the ultimate helicopter parent, 
will just swoop in one day, scoop us up, and everyone will wonder what the heck 
happened.   

 
-Let me just mess with you for a few minutes.  Last week we talked about how the 
passage of the Son of Man riding on the clouds of heaven is Daniel referring to 
Jesus ascending to the Father—the Ancient of Days. That happened after Jesus’ 
resurrection; the disciples were there, watching.   
 
-Here’s the really cool piece. Taken directly from Jesus’ lips in the book of 
Revelation are the words, Behold or Watch—I make all things new!  Remember 
the prayer Jesus’ taught?  Your kingdom come, your will be done—on earth as 
it is in Heaven!  Bring up there—down here.  And that prayer will be answered.   
 
-The kingdom of Heaven—God’s presence—is going to finally merge and be one 
with the kingdoms of earth—so much so that the place we love so much and call 
home, earth, will be unrecognizable—in the best sense of that word!  Here’s 
what I’m saying; God’s Presence is what makes Heaven—Heavenly.  Perfect.  
Good.   
 

  b. In Romans 8, Paul writes: 
 

For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 
revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own 
choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hopes that the creation 
itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 
freedom and glory of the children of God.   
 
-Has anyone here ever experienced a version of faith that implies that God wears 
black suits and starched shirts, hates sex and doesn’t want anyone to have nice 
things—or too much fun?  That is a heresy called Gnosticism that taught that spirit 
is good, but matter is evil.  It plagued the early churches and caused people to do 
bizarre things—like starve themselves!   
 
-But that’s not God!  He made the earth, called it good—and it’s still good!  He 
called aloneness, not good, and it’s still not good!  When Jesus rose from the 
dead—he had a perfect, spiritual body—but it was flesh and blood!  Here’s what  
I know; if you love being with friends, feeling safe and loved, if you love parties, 
laughing yourself sick--Heaven is infinitely better—and you’re gonna LOVE it!  
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c. Now, I don’t pretend for a millisecond to understand all that; I can’t even explain it 
very well.  I just know that Creation started with a Garden—perfect, unspoiled, 
unpolluted—with God there—and it ends with a Garden, trees, water, fruit—with 
God in it.  If you think living and loving on this planet is a good thing—even with 
the way it’s been broken by us, you ain’t seen nothin’ yet!   

 
-Boredom?  That will be a thing of the past—like, it will go by the wayside just like 
dumb TV programs—like Wheel of Fortune, Days of our Lives and…The Jerry 
Springer Show reruns!  Listen to what Jesus says is in store for the good and 
faithful servants:   
 
Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in 
charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper 
time? It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when 
he returns. Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 
(Matthew 24:45-47 NIV)  
 
-Here’s something for you over-achievers to think about.  If you love doing things, 
creating things—doing a job well that you were designed to do, you will find the 
responsibilities and work—yes WORK of heaven blessed by God—and 
unhindered by politics and excuses and lies!  See the good and faithful servant 
is apparently entrusted with more! And it doesn’t feel like work. Paul puts it like 
this: 
 
No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has 
prepared for those who love him. (1 Corinthians 2:9 NLT) 
 
-God made sex, God made puppies, God thought up love, joy, peace—kisses, 
grandchildren, apple pie, pecan pie, bananas, songbirds and music! And art!  —
and then said, You ain’t seen nothing yet! 
 

7. But if I’m going to be fair, biblical, and true to Jesus and His calling—I need to remind you 
that there is such a thing as judgment, too. Think about it; according to Peter, God is 
holding everything up so that everyone who wants to will come to a place of being 
right with God.  As he does, wars, pandemics, sex trafficking, slavery, racism, greed, 
hatred, and drug abuse continues.  Why does He wait?  He loves people—gave His 
Son for people—people who are lost and need found. 

 
 -So does it make sense that people who know something about Jesus, about God’s 

ultimate plan—and could know more if they wanted to—but refuse to respect Him or 
even care about what He’s up to would be judged?  Does it make sense that people 
who have been given the ability and calling to lead people in good ways, redemptive 
ways—but use that irresponsibly to push people away from God—would be judged?   

 
 -Jesus put it very simply.  He said, “If you love people as you would want to be loved, if 

you treat people as you would want to be treated, if you are generous with people as you 
would want them to be generous with you and if you forgive people as you would want to 
be forgiven—and you do that as an act of love and respect for your Lord--that pleases 
God!  
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 -But there’s another side to it—as Jesus states here; if you flip God off, get selfish—and 
start kicking people around—you will be in WAY more trouble than you thought 
was even possible!  Jesus description is:   

 
The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at 
an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with 
the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
(Matthew 24:50-51 NIV) 
 
a. Honestly, I don’t even want to think about what that means.  I wouldn’t wish that 

on anyone.  But that will be the reality for some.  Deep regret.  Realizing that is 
the most important part of life—you lost the plot!  In the very part of you that will 
live forever and ever and ever—you screwed it up!  All because you were 
focused on yourself! 

 
-So, is this the end?  Could Jesus come back today and drop the curtain on 
history?  Maybe!  Jesus surprised everyone when He came the first time—and, 
honestly?  He will surprise everyone when He comes again. That’s not a threat—
that’s an incredible promise!  Whatever you’re doing right now that’s fun—what 
He comes to do will be infinitely better!   
 

b. God doesn’t expect us to be perfect—He knows that’s not true!  And that’s not 
what Jesus expecting when He comes back.  What He does expect, though, if for 
us to believe in and live for something more than ourselves—doing what we want 
to do, going where we want to go.   

 
-See, we’re servants of the Most High God—made in his image; made for eternity.  
And Jesus is coming back to make all things new!  And His words were, Watch!  
Watch!  Don’t get distracted!  Don’t let weeds grow and choke out the fruit!  
Don’t forget to LOVE!  Don’t forget what life is all about!  Don’t forget what 
MATTERS—and what DOESN’T! Cause, see, that’s what WISE AND FAITHFUL 
people do.     

 


