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1. I’ve known about the second coming of Jesus and the end of the world as far back as I can 

remember. And at times, it has caused me a lot of fear. On a couple of occasions, I came 
home from school and no one was there! I’d call around; Mom?  Dad?  MOM!  DAD!?   
No answer. And I’d think, “Oh no!  Jesus came back and I got…LEFT BEHIND! 

 
 -Now, I don’t know if any of you can relate to that—but, prophecy experts who came 

through our church with all their charts didn’t help me.  What if Jesus comes and catches 
me doing stuff I’d be ashamed of—you know, dancing—God forbid—or making out with    
a girl?  Worst yet—what if He comes and I’m not good enough to take—and I get left 
here with all the monsters from the book of Revelation! And I’d hear stuff:   

 
* that there was a massive computer in Belgium, called The Beast 
 
* that the European Union was just one nation short!”   
 
* then I got a JC Penney credit card that started with 666—the mark of the beast! I’ll buy 
pants at Penney's and be marked for eternity….! A-a-a-auggghhh!” 
 
a. So, let me just put it out there, okay? There has been way too much weirdness 

and fear and misinformation surrounding the Second Coming of Jesus!   
How many of you would agree?    

 
b. And that’s why I’m excited about this new series we’re starting today, IS THIS THE 

END? There’s always been a lot of fear and apprehension around the second 
coming of Jesus and the end of all things. Crises, like the pandemic we’re in right 
now, always raise the question of what’s going on? So, in this series I’m going to   
do my very best to simply bring some clarity to what Jesus Himself said about His 
coming. One thing is clear; the Bible tells us that God is not the author of fear. 

 
 -So, remember this! The Coming of Jesus is the answer to the old agnostic 

question; “If there’s a God, why doesn’t He DO something!” It’s not the end of  
the world, it’s the end of boredom, sadness, confusion, indecision, suffering, and the 
horrible process of death. It’s the answer to everyone who feels unloved, defective, 
broken and ashamed.   

 
-Know this: Everything that Jesus, Paul, Peter and John said and wrote about this 
was intended to stop fear, not create it; eliminate dread and confusion—not create 
it! And the words of Jesus and the book of Revelation were never, NEVER intended 
to be a giant crystal ball we look into to figure everything out! If you see what 
this is saying accurately, it should make you want to dance, not curl up in a hole.  
 

2. What I want to do is limit my teaching to what Jesus had to say—primarily as seen in 
Matthew 24-25. Makes sense, doesn’t it—to give Jesus the first shot at it? Jesus speaks to 
this issue in the last week of his life—just days before going to the cross.   
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As He rode into Jerusalem, Jesus broke down and through his tears, gave this terrifying 
prophecy about the coming destruction of the city. Why?   
 
Because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you! (Luke 19:44b NIV) 
 

 -And Jesus then carries on with that—in his condemnation of the religious professionals for 
their hypocrisy—and in driving the money changers out of the temple for turning what was 
intended to be house of prayer into a den of thieves. 
So, Matthew picks up the story after that.  

  
 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to  

call his attention to its buildings. “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly         
I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 
As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately.  
“Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your 
coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:1-3 NIV) 

 
a. This temple was incredibly impressive! It was a huge complex that covered 4 acres 

—1600 feet wide, 900 feet deep—and 9 stories high. It was covered in white 
marble—with gold-plated rooves. The ancients tell us that in the noonday sun, it hurt 
your eyes to look at it. Some of the massive foundation stones are still there; one is 
44’ x 11’ x 8’—300 tons!   

 
b. When Jesus said that the whole thing would be torn down, that comment prompted 

his disciples to ask three questions. Please understand; Jesus next comments are 
about those three questions.  

 
 1) Tell us …when this will happen? (the temple be torn down) 
 
 2) Tell us…what will be the sign of your coming? 
 
 3) Tell us…[what will be the sign be] of the end of the age? 
 
 -If you look at Jesus words in the light of those 3 questions—what He says makes 

perfect sense. Now, here’s where I’ve been off-base in the past. I didn’t look at 
Jesus’ answers in that context—or see them the way His disciples would’ve.  
I, in essence took His entire teaching 2000 years into the future. Some people still 
do that—but I think that misses what Jesus was getting at.  

  
-Some of you may be aware of a very popular book that came out in the 70s;        
The Late Great Planet Earth by Hal Lindsey that encouraged that kind of 
interpretation. When Jesus’ disciples asked specifically about the destruction of    
the temple and the end of Jewish worship—only 40 years away—it makes sense  
that He would tell them about that and warn them about what they would experience.   
 

c.  What Hal Lindsey’s interpretation did was launch people into scouring newspaper 
headlines and then cherry picking things from the Bible that seemed to fit.   

 
 -For example, in the mid-80s a man named Edgar Whisenant wrote a prophecy book 

entitled, 88 Reasons Why the Rapture Will Be in 1988.   
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Did anyone experience that? If so, I missed it! Jesus' specific words, at the 
beginning of His answer to the disciple’s question is:   
 

 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you.” (Matthew 24:5 NIV)  
 
 -When a person prophesies something that doesn’t happen, they’re called false 

prophets! Think about it; why would God tell Edgar when Jesus is coming back      
—when Jesus said that neither He, the Son of Man—nor the angels knew? 

 
d. What Jesus said to His disciples here was clearly intended to, first, protect them from 

harm and, second, to let them know that life would be tough for them—and that God 
would watch over them and help them endure! 

 
-The end time prophecies are not to satisfy our curiosity—you know, give us secret 
insider information so we can know when Jesus is coming and plan our vacations 
and finances around it. Sometimes we think about Jesus’ coming as if it’s a major 
interruption in all the fun we’re having!   
 
-They were given to bring us hope! To build our faith that God will accomplish His 
plans! To let us know that the brokenness and sadness and boredom with all the 
stupid ads on TV will come to an end! And that the ultimate healing and goodness 
and love is way better than we’d ever dream it is.   
 

3. Now, before we go any further on Jesus’ response, let’s talk about COVID-19 for a few 
minutes. For well over a year, the pandemic had dominated our lives—and pretty much 
everyone on this planet. God did not cause it—but it is a wake-up call on just how 
vulnerable everything we count on really is. It’s affected everything humans tend to replace 
God with—money, entertainment, science, friends, parties, sports, medicine, travel—you 
name it—and COVID has affected it.    

 
a. This has opened the gate for even the government to interfere in our lives; where   

we go, when we go, how we go—and who we’re with. Because of the fear, the 
interference and the inconvenience—people have become suspicious of what’s going 
on—and what the truth really is. And there are a lot of conspiracy theories.   

 
-My warning is--don’t get caught up in them! And please don’t fall for the lie of 
blaming COVID on anyone. Fear is always divisive—and destructive!  
 

b. Now, in all the conspiracy theories, there’s one in particular that I want to address:  
It’s that the COVID vaccine is the mark of the beast. Now, let me read the passage 
from the book of revelation that deals with that:   

  
 It [the Beast] also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and 

slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, so that they 
could not buy or sell unless they had the mark, which is the name of the beast 
or the number of its name. This calls for wisdom. Let the person who has 
insight calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man.   
That number is 666. (Revelation 13:16-18 NIV) 
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 -Honestly, this single passage has created all kinds of chaos down through the 
years. First, the principle we’re going to follow in this study: What Jesus said and  
what John wrote in the book of Revelation were intended for their original 
listeners—not as a secret message to be decoded 2000 years later!     
 
-Jesus, in talking to His disciples used the words of this generation! John, in 
Revelation, identifies his audience; seven actual churches in seven actual cities. 
Are there some things in his book that will be fulfilled potentially in the end times? Of 
course! But it’s not crystal ball stuff!   
 

c. Just a few notes on this. A lot of the prophetic words from Revelation go back to 
Daniel’s prophecy about the final empire that will be in power when the Anointed One 
comes. It clearly refers to Rome—and he describes it as a monster that caused him 
intense fear.   

 
-And he says to his readers, “Notice the numbers!” If you do a little research, you find 
that the Hebrew literature identified numbers to letters—and the numbers 666 spell 
NERO. I’m guessing you have heard of him. He was a monster without equal in the 
first century who tortured and slaughtered Christians. He was responsible for Paul’s 
and Peter’s execution. 
  

d. When the seven churches that John was writing to had this read to them in their 
gatherings, it made perfect sense RIGHT THEN! Something else, they were also 
very familiar with the apocalyptic language John uses—that is, the imagery of, 
furnaces, stars falling from the sky, and whores riding on dragons.  

  
 -Did you know that the mark of the beast has been interpreted differently by every 

single decade since 1930? 
 

* In the 30s it was seen as FDR’s introduction of the social security number—or the 
SIN number in Canada!  
 
* In the 50s and 60s, the mark was about the three digit area codes assigned by the 
phone companies.   
 
* In the 70s, it was connected with credit card numbers—some, like mine, starting 
with 666! 
 
* In the 80s, it was associated with BAR codes on everything 
 
* In the 90s, it was associated with computers, and then the internet 
 
* In the 2000’s, prophecy buffs said that the mark of the beast was the chips they put 
in pets and phones to track them.   
   

e. Now, can I just be really blunt and honest here? Do you know how naïve and dumb 
followers of Jesus look when they get superstitious about this stuff? Honestly, there is 
so much weirdness that comes out of using the prophecies of Scripture like this. 

   



 5 

 * One prophecy buff wrote in a book that there was a massive computer in Belgium 
called The Beast. That wasn’t even true. 

 
 * Another one reported that Russia was secretly raising millions of horses for the 

end-times 
 
 * Someone else said that the stones for rebuilding the Jewish temple were being 

stored in the basements of Walmart’s all over the world!  
 
 * When Ronald Reagan was President, people said he was the Antichrist because he 

formed a friendship with Gorbachev and his first, middle and last name had 6 letters.  
 
e. Years ago, someone sent me a letter saying that Madelyn Murry O’Hare was about  

to have all Christian broadcasting banned—and that we needed to write letters of 
protest to the FCC. So, I thought, “I’ll call the FCC!” Know what they said?   
That’s absolutely not true! Thank you so much for calling and asking! Every 
few years this happens—and we get inundated by crazy letters from religious 
people!   
  

 -Here’s what you and I have to ask…always! Is this consistent with God’s 
character? Would He be behind some secret plot that will cause people He loves to 
be afraid—and accidentally side with the devil?  

   
4. How many of you would like to know what the overriding theme is of all that the Bible says 

about the end times? How many of you think it’s:  
 

* Be worried and afraid!   
 
* Or, try to figure how when it’s going to happen!  
 
* Or, obsess over the details!  
 
-Here are a few clues that may help you. First, many of the references are taken from other 
OT prophets; for example, Jesus uses the book of Daniel. To see the context of what He’s 
saying, you need to go there. 
 
-Secondly, the Book of Revelation in particular uses apocalyptic language. It’s vivid 
imagery—that was never intended to be read literally. Period!   
 

 -Third, what you and I really really need to understand is that out-of-control empires run by 
monsters like Nero and Hitler and Pol Pot—are not in control! They are accountable to 
God for the destruction they’ve caused and their arrogant opposition to God.  

  
 -The consistent message of the Bible is that we are in a cosmic battle. But it’s a battle for 

your soul and my soul. The stakes couldn’t be higher!   
 

-But…the outcome is not in question - AT ALL! All that you long for—love, goodness, 
wholeness and peace win; chaos, death and evil loses—and God will prevail forever. He 
makes all things right—recovers every loss and restores all of creation to its original glory.   
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 -To put it in terms we understand—it would be like taking down the Nazi regime. It was 
massive, it was powerful and it was evil—and the world suffered because of it. It took time  
to dismantle the whole ugly thing in a way that preserved the lives of innocent victims—like 
those who were in concentration camps. That’s what made VE day such a massive 
celebration!  

  
a. Here’s what you need to know; according to the writings of prophecy, we are in what 

is called the Last Days. It started with the coming of the Messiah—as prophesied in 
Isaiah, Daniel and other prophets. That’s why we can say, Is this the end? YES!  
Listen how the prophet Joel describes the last days or the day of the Lord: 

 
 “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 

daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men  
will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out   
my Spirit in those days.” (Joel 2:28-29 NIV) 

 
 -If you’ll remember when the Spirit of the Lord is poured out, it starts on the Day of 

Pentecost after Jesus resurrection from the dead. That was the start of the church.  
 
b. Listen to how Paul puts it in a letter to his protégé, Timothy:  
 
 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers 

of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-
control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of godliness but denying its 
power. Have nothing to do with such people.  (2 Timothy 3:1-5 NIV) 

 
 -That description sounds like 2021, doesn’t it? But notice what Paul says at the end; 

Have nothing to do with such people! It’s clear that he’s describing the people 
back then—in the last days, which had already started! 

 
c. And that’s what you see in the prophets of the Old Testament. They talked about   

the Last Days as when God would send His Anointed King—Jesus the Christ.   
God came and intervened in history—and inaugurated His Kingdom to build His 
Kingdom. Jesus was clear that the Kingdom of God had come and that it would      
be characterized by people who loved God, loved others as themselves—and were 
Good News wherever they went.   

 
 -What no one expected at that juncture what Paul described as a mystery—a 

lengthy time when the Good News is primarily spread among the Gentiles—who love 
God and, through Jesus, bless the nations. This threw everyone off—especially the 
Jewish religious professionals—because they were expecting that the Messiah would 
set up a physical kingdom and rule the world. Isaiah had said, about the Messiah, He 
will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom…  

   
 -Now, that sounds very much like a political ruler—especially connected with David’s 

throne and the Jewish people.   
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When you look at prophecy, what you realize is that prophets looked at the future,  
almost like they were looking through a pair of binoculars It was a clear picture        
—but even though the peaks seem close, they can be hundreds of miles apart. 
   

 -That’s what we see here; the first mountain, the child being born—the last days,             
is separated by at least 2000 miles from the next piece of prophecy to be fulfilled.   
“IS THIS THE END? YES! We are living in the Last Days. 
 

5. Now, with that foundation, let’s read on in what Jesus said in answer to His disciple’s 
question:  

 
 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my 

name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but 
the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning 
of birth pains.  (Matthew 24:4-8 NIV) 

 
 -Now it is really important to notice what Jesus is saying here; that wars, famines, 

earthquakes, tsunamis, droughts, wars, the threat of war, floods, pandemics—none of this 
stuff is a sign that the end is here! Whenever people are in crisis, when there’s a threat of 
nuclear war, when bad things happen people regularly think, “Wow, this is it!  It’s end of 
the world as we know it!” And then they start picking clues out of the book of Revelation; It 
kinda sounds like this, doesn’t it! Jesus says, This is all just normal life on a broken 
planet!  

 
 -Most of you don’t remember the Cuban Missile Crisis or the Cold War. I was young—you 

know 2 or 3—but it was scary! One teacher, Mrs. Shallot used to love to talk about what    
a nuclear holocaust would be like. I thought, “Wow!  This must be the end!” Jesus says, 
“Naaah.  That’s history as usual!” And the words, Don’t be misled; don’t get 
fooled…don’t be deceived!   

 
 a. Then Jesus moves on to a specific warning for them: 
 

“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you    
will be hated by all nations because of me. At that time many will turn away 
from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets  
will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, 
the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be 
saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as  
a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.  (Matthew 24:9-14 NIV) 
 
Now, Jesus had told His Followers that it would be dangerous to follow Him. That 
fear would get the better of family members—and they would turn each other in to 
save their skin. Jesus’ mission initially split His family apart.   
 
-When you read the book of Acts—which takes you up to about 60 A.D., you can   
see exactly what Jesus is talking about.  First they all get hauled in before the 
Sanhedrin—the governing body of the Jews—and threatened, beaten and jailed.  
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Stephen get’s stoned—then James gets executed—then Saul starts His rampage 
—until Jesus turns him into a preacher!   
 
-When Nero comes into power in Rome, all hell breaks loose. To be a Christian can 
be lethal—for you and those you loved. Following Jesus isn’t a cool, easy thing to do 
in your spare time. And that’s what made the false prophets Jesus warned about so 
tempting; “Hey, Jesus Himself told me to tell you that you don’t have to suffer--if you 
follow me!” 
 
-But the Good News in what Jesus says here is that the mission will be 
accomplished! A band of about 120 people pretty much preached the Good News  
to the world of that day. But there was a cost. Paul spread the Gospel around the 
Mediterranean Rim—and was beheaded in Rome. The other disciples preached the 
Good News in India, Syria, Ethiopia, Egypt, Arabia and Armenia.   
 

 b. Then Jesus continues with this: 
 

“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes 
desolation, spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand    
--then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one on the 
housetop go down to take anything out of the house. Let no one in the field   
go back to get their cloak. How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant 
women and nursing mothers! Pray that your flight will not take place in winter 
or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the 
beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again. 
“If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of 
the elect those days will be shortened. At that time if anyone says to you, 
‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false 
messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and 
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you ahead       
of time. “So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,’ do not go 
out; or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as lightning that 
comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 
(Matthew 24:15-28 NIV) 
 
-Now, there are some Bible teachers and authors who think that the abomination     
of desolation will take place at the very end—which, of course, means that the temple 
will have to be rebuilt—and that this persecution is describing what is called the 
Great Tribulation. And there are a lot of great Christians who believe that. 
 
-Here’s my question: Is that how the people Jesus is speaking to here would’ve 
interpreted these words? Not just then—but in the next 40 or so years when they 
saw this prophecy fulfilled in detail—and were the ones who had to run for the hills   
to escape the horrible stuff that went on?   
 
-So, we’re going to talk about that next week and in the weeks to come. 
  

6. Now, there are some things that I want and need to say in closing. The first thing is this; If 
something is truly worth living for—it’s worth dying for.   
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I almost lost my Dad to a cause that he felt was worth dying for. Imagine what the world 
would be like if Nazism had prevailed? Some of you had fathers or grandfathers or great 
grandfathers who voted against that kind of evil with their lives.   
 

 -I want you to think way deeper. You’ve seen the pictures of starving children—9 and 10 
year old kids parenting siblings because their parents died of AIDS. You know, don’t you, 
that human trafficking and slavery takes place on a scale in our world, right this minute,              
that is unequaled? Some of you are very conscious about how we’ve wrecked our planet; 
contaminated the water and the air—cut down rain forests and done inestimable damage   
to make a quick buck.   

 
-Some of you have lost a sibling or a  parent or a friend to an untimely death. Some of you 
have friends who are addicted to drugs, alcohol—or something else—and what they have is 
existence, not life.   
 
-Some of you have been broken by hatred and racist attitudes—devalued and rejected for 
reasons that are out of your control. Some of you have been used and thrown away. Some 
of you experience sickness and disability that never goes away.  
 
-And I want to suggest a kind of life that goes beyond how cute you are in your latest 
pics, or your most recent acquisition—or your latest adrenaline vacation—and even your 
craving for someone to cling to. Those aren’t bad things—but they don’t give any kind of 
ultimate meaning to life!   
 
-Living for Jesus—and giving yourself to His plan for the restoration of every person—
restoring dignity and life to this planet—and bringing eternal life and hope and confidence  
to a world that is scared to death is something that is worth giving your life for! 
 
-Let me take it further; giving your life to the Very One—God the Son--who did not consider 
equality with God something to be clung to, because, after all, He had His dignity, you know.  
 
-But unlike me and you—He didn’t think of Himself; He humbled Himself—laid it all aside 
for you and me. And He did that so life would be full of meaning. So that eternity for us 
would not be something you trip and fall into—but an adventure, a challenge, a place of 
wonder and beauty forever. 
 
-So, what do you think about HIM being honoured, loved, seen for WHO HE IS by a 
world that, as of now, doesn’t recognize Him? IS HE WORTHY? He is—and I can’t 
wait! 
 
a. But there’s another question; what do you really think and believe about Jesus’ 

enemy, Satan—and your enemy? You know, the one who twists everything—and, 
contrary to what he implies is out to bore you, hurt you, and wreck everything you 
value. Is he worth taking down?  

 
b. Second—what do you believe about the character of God? Is He about 

everything good. Everything wholesome and kind. Everything worth living for.  
Did He come to rescue you—or trick you? In the end, all of this gets sorted out…      
so choose wisely!  

 


