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1. A few nights ago, Lori and I were watching a TV show called Engineering Disasters.   

To our surprise, they featured  Austin Dam—a place very close to where we used to live.  
We had visited the ruins of the dam but didn’t know the story. Apparently a guy named 
George Bayless built a paper mill there in 1900 - right when paper production took off.  
  
-To keep the water flowing to run his business, he decided to build a dam. Construction 
started in 1909 - but to save money, Bayless cut corners and left out two critical safety 
features that would keep the dam in place. It was pretty impressive! The people in Austin 
called it, The Dam That Could Not Break. Until it did. On September 30, 1911, a holiday, 
Austin was jammed with people having a great time when an immigrant who ran a brothel 
ran into town saying the only words she knew: Dam!  
 
-She likely saved the lives of thousands. After weeks of rainfall, the water had eaten under 
the face of the dam - and opened it like a door on a hinge, sending a 30 foot wall of water 
through Austin. Austin and George Bayless’ paper mill were wiped out - and 78 people were 
killed.  
  
a. Sometimes when we’re in the heat of making money and progress - we lose the 

plot! Kinda like the crew of ValuJet 592. As they were about to land in Miami in 
1996, they noticed that the dash light indicating that the nose gear was down was 
out. As the whole crew was under the dash trying to fix a $5 bulb, the jet slammed 
into the Everglades killing 110 people. We miss the bigger picture and bad stuff 
happens. 

 
-It’s possible in all the mess that this pandemic has created to just feel frustrated by 
the inconvenience and limitations and hassle of all that’s been cancelled - and miss 
the bigger picture. Is this the end? No. But it is a massive pivot point in history  
that will change things forever. I didn’t see that at first - but I sure do now! This is  
our intro to a new normal!    
  
-Here’s my point; when we’ve been through a collective experience where all the 
gods of our world system - money, entertainment, government, education, 
medicine - have been affected, we need to know where we are! 
 

b. It’s possible to just feel the frustration and fear of this time in history - and lose 
the plot! Miss the cosmic perspective of what’s going on - and what it means.  
And that’s what Jesus is saying to us in the light of His second coming; Don’t go  
to sleep! Don’t lose the plot! Remember WHO you are - and what I’ve called  
you to do!     

 
2. Now, as you know, I’ve set up this series, IS THIS THE END? with 6 different responses        

- all of which are accurate, believe it or not.  
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Last week’s response to, Is this the end? was, YES! When Jesus showed up here 2000 
years ago, the clock started on that the Bible calls, The Last Days. And that’s because 
Jesus, the Messiah - Anointed King, reset the clock with His birth, life, death and 
resurrection.   
 

 -We’re studying the Olivet Discourse from Matthew 24-25 - Jesus’ most extensive talk on 
the End Times or the Last Days. As I mentioned last time, great Bible scholars - who all 
love Jesus - differ significantly on what Jesus is saying - especially on which prophecies 
have already been fulfilled and which will be in the future. 

    
a. This whole section starts with Jesus coming to Jerusalem - knowing He will be 

rejected there and crucified. And the key message in His coming has been that He 
has not come to make the temple system better; He’s come to set up something new 
that will totally replace it. Listen to how He starts off:  

  
 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to 

you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers 
her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. Look, your house is left 
to you desolate.  For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  (Matthew 23:37-38 NIV) 

 
 -What you realize is that they totally lost the plot! So Jesus does several things: 
 
 *He throws the money changers and merchants out of the temple; the temple had 

become a means of robbing the nations instead of blessing and forgiving them. 
 
 *Second, immediately before this, He pronounces judgment on the entire religious 

establishment for their hypocrisy - a great show - but no love or sincerity!   
 
 *And then, right when the disciples are totally in awe of the temple structure, Jesus 

says, “The whole thing is coming down!” They’re shocked! They say, When?   
And they want to know what the signs of that event - and Jesus' coming and the end 
of the world will be. 
 

b. Last week I said that you have to see Jesus' words in light of Him answering His 
disciple's questions. If you miss that - then you rip His words out of context. In my 
opinion, that totally rules out pushing everything Jesus says to the end of history: 

 

1) about false Christs,  
 

2) about their suffering,  
 

3) about His followers turning away from the faith,  
 

4) about the Good News getting preached everywhere, 
 

5) about the impact of His coming on the history of the world 
 

6) about the desecration of the temple,  
 

7) about the fact that the Jewish people in Jerusalem need to run for their lives  
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-What history tells us about the church - and Jerusalem up till 70 A.D. makes it clear 
that what Jesus said happened. 
 
*There were a number of false Messiahs that popped up trying to split the church and 
pry people away from following Jesus. 
   
*Jesus’ followers were hated and suffered horribly. Back then, there were no 
nominal Christians! Following Jesus had a huge price tag on it - and it split families 
and friendships right down the middle.   
 
*Nero—who was called the Beast by followers of Jesus didn’t just kill Christians - he 
tortured them to death!   
   

c. Here’s what’s interesting; Saul of Tarsus was the Jewish version of Nero! He hated 
Jesus, hated His followers - and planned to stomp the church out of existence. He 
threw Christians in jail; had them tortured to death to get them to recant. Then Jesus 
got ahold of him - and turned Saul… into Paul - a missionary!   

 
 -The opposition actually weeded out the Christian population - and made people 

stronger in their faith. One Communist leader in the old Soviet Union is quoted as 
saying, “Christianity is like a nail; the harder you hit it, the deeper it goes!”  

 
3. The most obvious fulfillment of Jesus prophecy here is the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.      -

and the literal fulfillment of Jesus’ comment on temple,  
 

“not one stone will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.  
(Matthew 24:2 NIV)  
 
So the disciples asked Him, “When is this going to happen - and what will be the sign?”  
Jesus is answering that question.  He doesn’t give them a specific date, but tells them what 
to watch for: 
“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes 
desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel - let the reader understand 
- then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one on the 
housetop go down to take anything out of the house. Let no one in the field go  
back to get their cloak. How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women  
and nursing mothers! Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the 
Sabbath. For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of  
the world until now - and never to be equaled again. “If those days had not been  
cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be 
shortened. At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or,  
‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear  
and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See,  
I have told you ahead of time.  (Matthew 24:15-25 NIV) 
 
-Jesus tells us, “Look at Daniel’s prophecy!” When you do, you read, in context, that Daniel 
is talking about the coming Messiah or Anointed One - who will be cut off. When that 
happens, the people of the ruler of the world of that day will come and destroy the city 
and the sanctuary.   
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It says: 
 
In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the 
temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is 
decreed is poured out on him. (Daniel 9:26-27 NIV) 
 
a. Now, this was fulfilled, first, when Antiochus Epiphanes IV - son of Antiochus the 

Great of Greece, conquered Jerusalem in 162 BC. To emphasize his contempt for 
the Jewish temple, he sacrificed a pig to Zeus on God’s altar - desecrating the entire 
temple.   

 
 -This happened again with the Romans. The first attempt was when Caligula, the 

insane Roman Emperor in the 40s tried to erect a statue of himself in the temple.  
That didn’t go well - and the Jewish uprising that came out of it ultimately ended in    
a siege of the city - and the Romans erecting their standards or flags in the temple, 
signifying that Caesar was lord.   

 
b. This was the beginning of the end - which is why Jesus said, “When see history going 

in this direction, get out, head for the hills - and don’t even go back for your stuff!”  
Josephus, a Jewish historian records what happened. The resistance in Jerusalem, 
starting in March, 70 A.D. created this build-up of hatred and contempt for the Jewish 
people. When the Romans finally broke through in September - the result was 
horrific.   

 
-Like Jesus says, “If the time hadn’t been shortened - there wouldn’t been no one 
left.” They butchered everyone - men, women and children. Even pregnant Moms 
had their babies cut out of them. And it was then that the temple was totally ripped 
apart - no stone left on another - precisely as Jesus had said 40 years earlier. 
 

c. Jesus tells His disciples to beware of false prophets and false Messiahs. When 
tensions were brewing between 66 and 70 A.D. some prophets told people, “Just 
stay and resist! God won’t let His temple go down! God will send His Anointed One  
to ride in and nuke the Romans. Jesus said, Don’t believe them!”   
 

 -There’s this great story in the book of 2 Chronicles about a great king, Jehoshaphat, 
who for some reason agrees to give military help to Ahab, the evil, apostate king of 
Israel. So Ahab has all these prophets dancing around him telling him, Go for it!  
God has told us you’re going to succeed! One guy even made a set of iron horns 
to wear saying, “You’re going to gore them to death!” 

 
 -Jehoshaphat says, “Don’t you have any prophets from God?” Ahab says, “Yeah, 

there’s one - but he never has anything good to say to me!” So, he sends for this 
prophet who at first pretends to agree with everyone else. Ahab pushes him for an 
answer, and he says, and I’m paraphrasing, “I see the army scattered on the hill 
running for their lives - and you bleeding to death in your chariot!” He was right!  
Jesus says, You’d better be careful which prophets you listen to! 
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4. Now, it’s this next part of Jesus’ words that I had to really struggle to understand, 
especially in the light of this passage being fulfilled in His disciples' lifetime (we’ll get         
to  that a little later).   
Let me read it for you - and see if you understand why it’s so puzzling:  
 
“Immediately after the distress of those days ‘the sun will be darkened, and  
the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly 
bodies will be shaken.’ (Matthew 24:29 NIV) 
 
-Now, if you take those words literally, a catastrophe like that is beyond comprehension, 
right? Something that is beyond imagination. Who would even survive long enough to notice 
it!?     
 
a. Let me reintroduce the keys to understanding what Jesus and John say about the 

end times: 
 
 1) What questions is He answering? 
 

2) What did his answer mean to his original audience? 
 
3) Previous prophecies 
 
4) Hebrew literature and its use of numbers 
 
5) Apocalyptic language. Here’s the key to understanding this; this same imagery     
is used in Isaiah, Exekiel, Daniel and Joel - who uses it to describe the coming of 
the Holy Spirit and start of the church.   
 

b. Apocalyptic language is strange - all on it’s own! The book of Revelation is filled 
with it; Whores riding dragons, beasts rising out of the sea, different colored horses 
galloping across the sky. And horns! So, Jesus is using apocalyptic language here 
to describe the huge shift that changes everything in the world. 

   
-If I were using apocalyptic language to describe the pandemic, it might sound like 
this:   
 
“Behold, the great, pale dragon emerges from the sea and grasps 144 thrones 
in it’s claws. All the earth watches as it consumes the tools of pleasure - bats, 
hockey sticks, basketballs along with the food and wine of all gourmets. Sickly 
smoke billows from it’s fiery nostrils; it’s mighty tail thrashes - and all flesh is 
dismayed, crying, “Gone!  Gone! The parties, the open market-places, the 
mighty transportation vessels and exotic vacations…are no more. This mighty 
beast will rule all people for a time and half a time. 
 

-The language sounds strange! Bizarre! But we all know the reality, right? How a tiny 
virus has killed 3 million people ruled the earth. This is not just a bump in the road! 
 

5. And all of this is just a preamble for the main event. Jesus puts it like this: 
   

“Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples               
of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
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heaven, with power and great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet 
call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens 
to the other.”  (Matthew 24:29-31 NIV) 
-Two facts will help you understand this passage. First, Jesus is borrowing 490 year old 
language from Daniel. 490 years earlier, Daniel had told people about the four kingdoms 
that would precede the Messiah’s coming; Babylon, Persia, Greece and then Rome - a 
horrifying beast of an empire. The promise was the God’s Anointed King, Jesus - the  
Son of Man would come, and save everyone and everything:   
 
In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of 
man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days  
and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign                  
power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion         
is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that  
will never be destroyed.  (Daniel 7:13-14 NIV) 
 
-The second thing you need to understand - is that this prophecy is about a specific point  
in history - and the very One quoting Daniel - is the One who fulfilled this prophecy.  
He came in disguise as a baby - but when He died and rose again and ascended to the 
right hand of the Father - Satan was defeated, and his end and the end of all darkness 
and sin - finalized!   
 
a. Now, here’s where the struggle over timing comes in. The Abomination of Desolation 

clearly happened. Jesus’ followers took His warnings seriously - and didn’t listen to 
the false prophets. They ran for the hills!    

 
 -Now, some would say, “That couldn’t have been the end, cause the stars didn’t all 

from the sky. And Jesus didn’t come in power and glory on the clouds of heaven!”  
So, did we miss something?” Well, you may have - but let’s talk about it. 

 
b. The first thing you have to understand - to get any of this - is to truly understand the 

impact of Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection on history. From a purely human 
perspective, we look back over 2000 years and see someone who split history in 
half, changed the world, and now has 2 billion people who are committed to Him.  

  
 -What we don’t see - and can’t - is the cosmic picture of that. We can’t see Satan 

and the billions of demons who serve him - or an all-powerful God who rules every 
universe and every reality - even though frail, silly humans flip Him off.   

 
 -Jesus came in power and glory and ascended to the Father! His first followers   

saw Him! In terms of WW2, this was D-Day; how things would end was no longer in 
question. Death - the earth’s greatest bully, was flattened. The prophets have always 
said, “Remember…God never lies!”   

 
 -Jesus will use that precise language at this trial before the Sanhedrin to answer 

Caiaphas’ question:   
 

"Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”   
 “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand  

of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”  
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(Mark 14:62 NIV) 
 
 -So, Jesus is saying that Caiaphas will see this! Jesus is telling him, the chief priest, 

“You will try to keep me down, but it won’t work; I’LL BE BACK!”   
And Caiaphas would see his entire world, his kingdom, the temple, the priests,  
all the holy days crumble before his eyes. And it would be over and never come 
back! This, friends, was totally unimaginable to any good Jewish person - including 
the Disciples! 
 

c. Now, notice what Jesus, the Son of Man - riding on the clouds is doing. This isn’t a 
new cool form of space travel - He is ascending - the Ancient of Days on the throne 
- and Paul explains 'why' in the letter he wrote to the Philippians:  

 
…He humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted him to the e highest place  and gave him the name that 
is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:8-11 NIV) 
 

6. We tend to underestimate what happened in a cosmic sense - that Jesus humbled himself 
to death - and then walked out of the grave. The temple system - all that the Jewish 
people centered their lives around - was over. Why? Because of the fact that God’s 
people rebelled again and again against His original plan that they bless the nations.   
They didn’t. The blessing became all about them - while the world remained unblessed 
and unreached.   
 
a. So God did a whole new thing in Jesus and at His resurrection. And at Jesus' 

resurrection everything changed. The temple was where God lived. It was the             
only place to find forgiveness and know what God’s will was.  
In Jesus - God changed that.   

 
 -The only kind of language that can capture that kind of upset - is apocalyptic 

language. The sun will grow dark, the moon won’t shine, stars will fall from the sky. 
Honestly - it was that disruptive!  

 
b. If you’ll remember, Jesus said that the temple - the new temple was His body.   

The Good News replaced all the rituals. Now anyone could be accepted - just as 
they are! The Law and the Prophets were stripped down to, “Love God with all you 
are—and love your neighbour as yourself.”   
 

 -And now God carries on His Mission to bless all nations through the people of 
Jesus, the Church of Jesus - and Jesus’ kingdom. And people from all over the world 
are being drawn to Jesus. And that makes sense of what Jesus goes on to say.   
Let me read it: 
 

 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the 
peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. And he will send his angels with 
a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one 
end of the heavens to the other. 
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“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its 
leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see               
all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. Truly I tell you,                 
this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass 
away. (Matthew 24:30-35 NIV) 
 

c. Now, when you read this, you immediately think, “Okay - this has to be future - the 
second coming of Jesus; There’ll be the sign in the heavens; the nations will 
mourn; we’ll see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of Heaven; the angels will 
sound the trumpet and gather the elect, God’s people, from one end of heaven 
to the other.”   

 
 -It seems to make sense that this is all in the future - at Jesus’ second coming!   

`But then Jesus says to His disciples - you know, the ones gathered around Him, 
“When you see all these things, you’ll know that it’s near - at the very door!”  

 
7. I know, you’re thinking, “Okay, Ken - you think you’re so smart - explain that!” And I can’t.  

Really great people, solid Bible scholars, part ways on how this all comes about.  
Let me tell you what I do know, okay? 

 
a. First, Jesus was very clear about the how the temple would be desecrated - and then 

destroyed. That happened! If the temple is done with, there would be no reason to 
build another one. This was Jesus specific answer to the question of When will the 
temple be destroyed and what will be the sign? That happened. 

 
b. If you read through the Old Testament - it was all about the temple. Who was going 

to build it, where it was, how people needed to clean it out, how the ceremonies 
needed to continue. The temple was where God dwelled! When the whole temple 
system went down 2000 years ago - it flipped everyone’s world upside down!        
For them, it was the end of the world.   

 
-But the signal on the day Jesus died - the ripping of the curtain in front of the holy   
of holies - was a clear sign of how people would approach God from then on.  
Everyone could be forgiven!   
 

c. The next shock was something Paul called the great mystery! It has been called, 
the time of the Gentiles - when people, like most of us, can come to God.  
Remember the mountain ranges? This was a 2000 year gap!   

 
d. Here’s what we know from prophecy; God’s sense of timing - unlike ours - is not 

linear and sequential. Understanding Jesus’ prophecy is not like putting together a 
jigsaw puzzle piece by piece. God stands above time and space - and shows it to 
prophets in one panorama - sometimes with pictures and visions. 

  
e. Sometimes what seems immediate in a text or passage takes place over an 

extended period of time. For example, when, as Jesus said, the angels give the 
trumpet call - and God’s chosen come to him - is it immediate? Ta ta ta ta, ta-da!  
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And everyone’s there. Or is it a signal for something to begin that takes over 2000 
years to finish?   
-And when the nations mourn, is it a mass weeping - or is a gradual realization?  This 
is cosmic stuff! But how God puts it all together is still a mystery.  
 

f. And in case you’re not confused yet, here’s another likely possibility. Sometimes 
prophetic things happen with a foreshadowing prophecy - and the final fulfillment. 
Remember the Abomination of desolation - fulfilled with Antiochus Epiphanes       
in  162 B.C. - and then echoed in 70 A.D. with Titus and the Romans? 

   
 -Jesus' Second Coming will be an echo of His first coming. Jesus prophesied about 

how His followers would go through very difficult times. That happened - but it wasn’t 
the end! More followers of Jesus were killed in the 20th century alone than all the 
other centuries combined! To be a follower of Jesus in many countries today is a 
death sentence!  

  
8. So…is this the end? No. At least not in the way most people think about it - you know, the 

world slipping into some kind of flaming abyss. First, we are in the middle of a huge, world-
wide trial. Could God use it to bring an end to everything? Of course. But my sense is 
that it is a wake-up call on how vulnerable we are - along with all the stuff we trust in. 

    
 -If a tiny virus can bring the world to a screeching halt - shut down finances, entertainment, 

schools, shopping malls and hanging out with friends, it’s time to ask, What do I actually 
have CONTROL over?   

 
a. Jesus was clear; wars, threats of war, conflict, famine, earthquakes and other kinds 

of problems were not the sign that the end was near. They’re just signs of a world 
cracking under the weight of selfishness, rebellion and greed. He called them birth 
pains. 

 
b. In this next section - the one we’ll study next week, Jesus said that the day of His 

coming will be like that of the first judgment when Noah built his ship:    
 
 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.   

For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing 
about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is 
how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. (Matthew 24:37-39 NIV) 
 

 -According to Jesus, the sign of the end is not going to people buying facemasks, 
hand sanitizer and self-isolating. Their questions will be more like, “So, who’s holding 
the next party?” 

 
c. And God apparently loves partiers; He just wants us to get serious and find   

REAL life! Peter, the leader of Jesus disciples and one of His close friends, says: 
 
 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, 

scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this 
‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as   
it has since the beginning of creation.”  
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…But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like    a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow    in 
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. (2 
Peter 3:3-4; 8-9 NIV) 
 

 -God’s immense, beautiful, looooong-suffering patience outlasts human 
arrogance - and that’s a good thing!   

 
9. There’s a lot more to say. Can I just give you a final word? First: Don’t be afraid.  

You don’t have to be afraid! See, God has the final word in all things! Not COVID. Not 
Donald Trump. Not the anti-Christ. Not Satan. Not someone with a twitchy finger on a red 
button in Russia or Washington.   
 
-God is Sovereign over all things. In fact, His plans for us, for the earth and for the 
universe are better than anything a wholeness instructor, entertainment guru or 
environmentalist could ever dream up! I mean, think of it - why would we ever think what’s 
next would be boring, sterile, or terrifying? If we love what He’s already made - friendship, 
beauty, health, animals, fish, flowers and lakes - why would we dread the re-make of all 
things? 
 
-But His warning is real. Watch! Keep your eyes on what matters! Build wisely! Don’t waste 
your life on stuff that will embarrass you! Don’t slam your life into a polluted, alligator filled 
swamp - while you’re messing with a $5 bulb. Make life count!   

 


