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1. As much as our world admires Jesus, there’s always been a ? over His life. And that core 

question is—can impossible things happen? It happened at His birth: Can virgins 
actually conceive?  And that question mark continued through His life; Is it possible for 
someone to multiply a little boy's lunch into a ton of food? Can a human being actually 
walk on water and scold a storm into calm? Is it possible to halt the decay of a dead 
person—and reverse it into life?   

 
-You’re familiar with David Copperfield, right—you know, the magician who made a train 
disappear! People think, maybe it was just an illusion?   
 
-Let me give you an example of another explanation. I have this china—porcelain tea cup.  
What will happen if I drop it?  I mean, the force of gravity will take it to the floor—and shatter 
it—unless…. something—or someone intervenes!   
 
-In reality—Jesus’ birth explains everything that happens for the rest of Jesus’ life 
—up through His resurrection. Here’s my point, the accounts of Jesus’ resurrection may 
not make sense to us—in the sense that we can explain it—but it does make sense of how 
one person fulfilled 100 prophecies with His life; it makes sense of how a common man with 
3 years of public life split history—and how those who followed him changed the trajectory 
of history.    
 
a. Let me give you an example you are likely familiar with. The Airbus 380—the largest 

commercial jet so far in human history. When it’s fully loaded—with fuel, food, and 
550 people and their luggage—it weighs 1,265,000 pounds and can fly 8000 miles   
at 37,000 feet. If you told someone from the Middle ages that you flew on this from    
a country they’ve never heard of across an ocean 7 miles deep in places Tel Aviv 
—and ate 2 hot meals--would they believe you? You get on a plane like that in faith! 
 
-Most of you, right now, have faith in a ¼” x 3” x 5” piece of metal and plastic and 
glass you carry with you wherever you go. Would someone from the Middle Ages 
believe that, today, you will send messages, take movies, do your banking, listen to 
music, order food and connect with friends 1000s of miles away—by simply touching 
the screen? Question: Do you know how all the stuff inside that phone works—or do 
you just use it.     
 

b. Today we remember something that happened 1991 years ago. At the time, it 
seemed completely implausible—and still does because it hadn’t happened 
before—and hasn’t happened since. A man, Jesus—who claimed to be God—and 
did things only God could do—was publicly excited on a cross—a horrible bloody 
death. Three days later He walked out of the grave and fixed lunch for His closest 
friends on the beach. 
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-The eyewitnesses all said, “I know! Sounds crazy!  We didn’t believe either—until, 
over time, He proved Himself!  Like, we ate with Him, talked with Him, touched Him. 
This really happened! I was there!” 
 
-Now, since then—because this sounds as crazy as your story of an Airbus 380 
—or an iPhone would sound to your great, great, great, ancestor—it happened! 
And we can go right back to when it did—because unlike the advent of the 380 or 
iPhone, it split history and changed everything. I’ve studied it in detail—and in my 
opinion—THE DEFENSE RESTS!  Here’s the question; will you let down your 
defenses, just a little—and BELIEVE!  If you will, it will change your life!    
This matters more than anything else in your life! 
   

2. So what happened on that actual day—believed to be April 9, A.D. 30?  Some have 
brought forward some alternative explanations. I get that. For example, some—like Dan 
Brown in The Da Vinci Code, say Jesus didn’t actually die—He survived the cross, married 
Mary Magdalene—and settled in France. Some people actually believe that—even though 
the book is a novel—fiction! 

 
-Problem is—there’s not a shred of evidence for that. In fact, the eye witnesses who 
believed—and at least 3 historians who opposed Jesus make it clear that, first, He lived,  
did miracles and was excecuted by the Romans on Passover or Yom Kippur in either 30    
or 33 A.D. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all record eyewitness accounts—and Roman 
historians Tacitus and Pliny the Younger—along with the Jewish historian, Josephus—all 
record this. Jesus was dead!   
 
-See, if a Roman death squad let a victim of crucifixion survive—they wouldn’t!  These 
guys were experts—which is why the one soldier stuck a spear directly into Jesus heart.  
  

 -Luke, an outstanding historian, then tells us what happened to Jesus’ body: 
 
 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph. He was a member of the 

Jewish high council, but he had not agreed with the decision and actions of the other 
religious leaders. He was from the town of Arimathea in Judea, and he was waiting 
for the Kingdom of God to come. He went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Then 
he took the body down from the cross and wrapped it in a long sheet of linen cloth 
and laid it in a new tomb that had been carved out of rock. This was done late on 
Friday afternoon, the day of preparation, as the Sabbath was about to begin. As his 
body was taken away, the women from Galilee followed and saw the tomb where his 
body was placed. Then they went home and prepared spices and ointments to anoint 
his body. But by the time they were finished the Sabbath had begun, so they rested 
as required by the law. (Luke 23:50-56 NLT) 

 
a. John, in his account, tells us that this tomb was in a garden not far from Golgotha 

(place of the skull) where Jesus was crucified. The Garden Tomb is still there.   
I’ve been there—and it’s about 200 yards from where Jesus died.   

 
b. Some of you may remember Tom Harpur, the former religion editor for the Toronto 

Star. In his book, The Pagan Christ, he says that Jesus never likely existed. With all 
due respect, there is no credible scholar who actually believes that in 2021.   
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-The weight of factual testimony from historians in the day and eyewitness accounts 
make that impossible to believe. It would be the equivalent of saying, “I really don’t 
believe that Julius Caesar never existed.” 
  

b. Luke then gives the eyewitness accounts of what Jesus’ followers experienced when 
they went to his grave—expecting a body.   

 
 But very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, taking the 

spices they had prepared. They found that the stone had been rolled away  
from the entrance. So they went in, but they didn’t find the body of the Lord 
Jesus. As they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly appeared to them, 
clothed in dazzling robes. The women were terrified and bowed with their faces 
to the ground. Then the men asked, “Why are you looking among the dead for 
someone who is alive? He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Remember 
what he told you back in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be betrayed into the 
hands of sinful men and be crucified, and that he would rise again on the third 
day.” Then they remembered that he had said this. So they rushed back from 
the tomb to tell his eleven disciples—and everyone else—what had 
happened. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and 
several other women who told the apostles what had happened. But the story 
sounded like nonsense to the men, so they didn’t believe it. However, Peter 
jumped up and ran to the tomb to look. Stooping, he peered in and saw the 
empty linen wrappings; then he went home again, wondering what had 
happened. (Luke 24:1-12 NLT) 
 

c. Some have speculated that Jesus followers wanted desperately to believe that 
Jesus was alive, they imagined it into existence in a mass hallucination. First, every 
single account tells us that they didn’t believe what Jesus had said about rising from 
the dead. Second, a hallucination is a personal experience; they never happen to 
crowds. Second, these accounts name names, and give details of places, people  
and dates.  

  
d. Another speculation is that that the eyewitness accounts—like Luke—were written 

200 years later. Some would say that the myth of Jesus' resurrection then grew to 
monstrous proportions! The problem with that is that these accounts have now been 
accurately dated too early to have been myths. For example, Luke—who wrote the 
account we read, traveled with the Apostle Paul starting in 49 A.D.—20 years after 
Jesus’ resurrection—which is what Paul was preaching. 

  
-Regarding all the Gospels, there are specific tests that experts do on ancient 
documents to certify them and date them. The textual evidence for the accuracy of 
the New Testament documents is massive—like way greater than other historical 
documents we take for granted.  
   

3. Some have come up with why Jesus’ body wasn’t in the grave. The most ridiculous is that 
the women were hysterical—crying—and went to the wrong grave. I want to say, Really?  
You believe that?   
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-One of the earliest stories was one concocted by the priests who demanded Jesus’ 
death—that the disciples came in the middle of the night and stole the body! First, how  
do you roll 2000 pound stone up hill without waking guards—who would be executed for 
dereliction of duty?   
 
a. Does it make sense that 11 men—schooled by a Rabbi who claimed to be the truth 

—would then create a monstrous lie that could risk the lives of all their family and 
friends—and lead to them being tortured to death? And this lie would then based on 
eye-witness evidence from women—who were not, at that point in history, allowed to 
testify in court?   

 
c. One thing is clear; on Easter morning, that tomb was empty and Jesus was gone.   

Everyone knew where the grave was—including the authorities who could’ve put 
Jesus’ body on a cart and paraded it through Jerusalem. That would’ve ended any 
accounts of a resurrection. But they couldn’t!   

   
4. Another huge fact that supports the historical accuracy of the resurrection has to do with two 

men who opposed Jesus before the resurrection. For example, Jesus’ half-brother James.  
How many of you have siblings?  I have two, a younger sister, Bev—and a brother 2 years 
older than me--Clyde. 

    
 -Now, if my brother Clyde stood up here and told me and you that He lived a perfect life, 

was the Messiah, the Son of God, Savior of the world, I would raise my hand from the front 
row and say, I OBJECT!  He’s a great guy—and I love him a lot—but I also know him too 
well!  He’s not perfect! He’s not the Son of God—and He’s not the Savior! 

 
a. James, Jesus’ brother, did not believe in Jesus until after he watched him die in 

agony—and come back from the dead.  Listen to how he starts the letter he wrote: 
 
 This letter is from James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

(James 1:1 NLT) 
 

 -There’s one explanation for someone who doesn’t believe in their brother—to 
someone who calls his brother Lord and calls himself his slave. Something 
happened—and it’s called a Resurrection!  

   
b. There’s one more person who was thoroughly changed. Saul of Tarsus. Saul was  

a Pharisee who was on a one man campaign to stamp out Christianity. He didn’t just 
disagree with Jesus, okay? He hunted down, tortured, imprisoned and killed the 
followers of Jesus. He terrorized the Christian community—until the risen Jesus 
knocked him off his horse and blinded him. In a single afternoon, Saul pivoted from 
a hater of Jesus to Jesus’ Apostle to the Gentiles. He died preaching to others 
about the resurrection.  
 

c. Now the dating of Paul’s ministry is pretty much bulletproof—and I’m talking even   
the most liberal historians. Listen to what Paul writes in 53 A.D. to a church in Corinth  
—just 23 years after Jesus’ resurrection: 
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I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been  
passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said.  
He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just              
as the Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve.  
After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time,  
most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he was seen  
by James and later by all the apostles. Last of all, as though I had been  
born at the wrong time, I also saw him.  
(1 Corinthians 15:3-8 NLT)  
 

 -Paul is referring back to a creed he’d received from his visit to the disciples in 37 
AD—at the latest. This was only 7 years after Jesus’ resurrection. How many of  
you can remember—fairly clearly—what happened 7 years ago?   
The creed was: Jesus died, was buried, was raised, and was seen.   

 
 -Paul’s challenge was that Jesus was seen by a lot of credible people--over 500 

people at the same time. He says in 53 A.D. that most of them were still alive.    
Paul’s non-verbal challenge is: “If you don’t believe what I’m saying—go check for 
yourself—most of these people are still alive. I’ll give you names and 
addresses if you like!” 

 
5. There’s one more chunk of evidence you need to know about. It’s how Jesus precisely 

fulfilled everything that the prophets had recorded through Israel’s history. That a prophet 
greater than Moses would arise; that he could come from the line of David, that He would  
be born of a virgin in Bethlehem—I mean, about 100 prophecies were fulfilled in one man 
—Jesus of Nazareth! The odds of that happening are astronomically high—too high to  
be chance.  

  
-It would be the equivalent of a person throwing a ring into one of the oceans of the world, 
me making one cast with my fishing rod, and pulling it out of the ocean you threw it in. 
 

 -The most astonishing  prophecies are found in Psalm 22, written by David around 1000 
B.C.; the other in Isaiah 53, written around 800 B.C. In Psalm 22, David gives a stunning 
prophecy that precisely describes a crucifixion—800 years before it had been devised as  
a means of execution. And the details fit Jesus’ death precisely. If you doubt me, read it.   
 
*And Isaiah 53? It’s a verse by verse description of Jesus’ crucifixion—and includes the 
bigger picture of why He died. 
 
a. Then you have Jesus’ own prophecy about all that would happen to him—that He’d 

be rejected, tortured and nailed to a cross—and then rise from the dead on the third 
day. Combine that with the facts of His birth--that He claimed to be God and it makes 
sense.   

 
-Does it make sense to love and follow Jesus? Well, He did the things only God can 
do, told His followers how He would die and that He would rise. Does it make sense 
to follow someone who dies a horrible death on a cross—then serves breakfast on 
the beach to his friends days later? I think so!   
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b. After pulling that off--THE DEFENSE RESTS! And ever since Jesus walked out  
of the grave, He’s been making believers of unbelievers; turning atheists into 
evangelists; haters into lovers, and alcoholics and drug addicts and serial killers  
into people who love God and others. The Defense Rests!   
 

6. But then you have to add to that the impact on history. Something split it into two big 
pieces and radically changed the front half—After Christ from the back half—before 
Christ..   

 
-When it all started, Jesus’ impact didn’t look all that impressive. I mean, He wasn’t like 
Alexander the Great, conquering city after city. Truth is, He was a construction worker        
—who, unlike Herod, didn’t leave any astounding buildings behind Him. He came from the 
hick part of Israel—Galilee, gather’s 12 unimpressive followers—and gets crucified as a 
failure. A Messiah wannabe—with a small group of followers who go into hiding.   
 
-The resurrection changes everything! This little scared group of people—about 120 of 
them—fearlessly proclaim Jesus name—and spread their eyewitness accounts all over  
the world of that day. Their message is Jesus’ message—that God’s Kingdom, in Jesus, 
has intersected life on this planet. That Jesus’ death was not some tragic accident, but  
the means by which forgiveness and life comes to every person who will accept Him.  
That He will save everything! 
 
-Over the next 300 years, the Empire that crushed the world and oversaw Jesus’ death      
—collapses; What arises is an empire that becomes the very center of Christian witness   
on this planet. It was like this massive earthquake in the history of the world! 
Everything was shaken!   
 
a. Think about it; every empire and leader before Jesus—and after Jesus is dated by 

their proximity to His life! Think of the irony; that Nietzsche—founder of the God is 
dead movement has his life dated as starting 1844 years after Jesus! The dates on 
Tom Harpur’s gravestone—1929-2017—are in reference to the man he said never 
existed!   

 
-The leaders who founded religions—like Buddha, L. Ron Hubbard, Joseph Smith 
and Mohammed—even Moses—all have their births—and the start-up points of their 
religions all based on when Jesus was born. Jesus is impossible to ignore!  
  

b. Jesus said that His Kingdom would be like a little bit of yeast in dough; it starts 
small—then moves through the whole things--spreading and rising and multiplying. 

 
 -And you can go back through history to check and see when women started to be 

treated as equals instead of property—and it all goes back to Jesus, how He treated 
and included women—and the writing of Paul who said that all the barriers of class, 
gender, and race have been made irrelevant in Christ.   

 
 *Everyone I know of believes that children are a valuable gift from God—and you’d 

better not trifle with their lives. It wasn’t always so! Romans used to casually 
dispose of children they didn’t want—given a name, roughly translated—as dung!  
They’d put these children on the doorsteps of followers of Jesus. The One who said, 
Let the little children come unto me—and don’t you DARE forbid them!  
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It was followers of Jesus who started orphanages—and the organizations we’re all 
familiar with; World Vision, Compassion, Children Believe and Samaritan’s Purse.  
  
*Right now, we’re all wearing masks, staying in—protecting others from disease,   
It wasn’t always so. When the Bubonic Plague went through Rome, people dumped 
those who were dying into the streets—and the followers of Jesus cared for them.   
It was the Followers of Jesus that founded the first hospitals—and are still on the 
front edges of every humanitarian crisis.   
 

 *Take a trip through the past 2000 years since Jesus, and you’ll find His touch on 
music, art and sculpture. Slavery was rampant in Jesus day. Aristotle said, “Some 
people are born to be slaves!” Ultimately slavery stopped when followers of Jesus 
—like William Wilberforce and Abraham Lincoln got ahold of it. That all humans are 
created equal!   

 
 *It was the followers of Jesus, the teacher, who founded the first universities and 

public schools—and have traveled the world, educating, feeding, and helping people 
live decent lives. It was the Followers of Jesus who wrenched nature out of the world 
of magic—so it could be studied as science.  

    
  *In 2001, Jim Collins wrote a book called, From Good to Great where his research 

outlined the qualities of the best leaders the world has ever seen. The top, most 
consistent quality was humility—which was considered a flaw before Jesus taught it 
and lived it! 

 
 *And all of this simply scratches the surface of the impact Jesus has made on 

this world!  And this has happened even though there were whole eras when His 
people…His church…was way off track! THE DEFENSE RESTS!   

 
7. Here’s the truth: If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, not only does this not matter, nothing 

matters. Paul wrote: 
 
 And if Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is 

useless. (1 Corinthians 15:14 NLT)   
 
 -If Jesus wasn’t raised from the dead—we’re stuck! If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead 

—then everything He said about Himself is a lie. And great people—people who change 
everything for the better don’t encourage others to sacrifice their lives, their money, their 
reputations and their families for a lie!  Jesus is either the way, the truth, the life—to be 
worshiped just as we worship the Father—or He is a) crazy, b) a monster, a devil, pure evil.  
THE DEFENSE RESTS!     

 
a.. There are people in our world—you may be one of them—who says, “You know,  

I’m not sure I believe in Jesus, but I do believe in love—and I believe that God is a 
Being of Love!  Know who taught that—for the very first time?  Jesus! He taught 
that God loves us like a good Dad loves their child.  

 
b. Jesus is the one who taught us that God’s love is like the love a Dad has for a son 

that’s shamed the family and blown the family fortune in scandalous living—and runs 
to meet him when he comes limping home. 
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-This love is God, beaten, slapped, mocked, spit on—impaled on a cross 
asking forgiveness for those who put him there! It’s love that offers last minute 
forgiveness to a thief who asks to be remembered as he breathes his last.   
 
-This is love that embraces men and women who’ve lived scandalous lives—trading 
sex for money and trading their souls for power. It’s love that serves, washes feet, 
and gives itself away; love that doesn’t keep a list of our failures. It’s love that is 
patient and kinds—and always believes, never fails! 
 

c. See, if Jesus wasn’t raised from the dead, then there is no center line down the 
highway. Right and wrong are just words. How you treat people really doesn’t 
matter—because, when your candle goes out—POOF! That’s it—no life after death, 
no accountability.   

 
 -If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead—if it’s all something the church cooked up and lied 

about to start a cool new religion, then it really doesn’t matter whether you accept 
people or hate them. Hug them or slug them.   

 
8. Finally, if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead—then there is no hope for the future, for 

humanity—or for the planet. There is no hope for the things you care about, for the  
people you love—and lose to death—and no real hope for anything getting any better  
than it is. I Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, there is no hope for your life, there is  
no hope for eternity—or for loved ones who have died. 

 
-A culture that doesn’t believe that Jesus rose from the dead—tells us to think about and 
care for our fellow human beings. Why should we if we all die and slip into non-being?   
But the facts of the Scripture and the eyewitness accounts and of what happened that 
Easter Sunday, April 9, 30 A.D. tell us that loving God and others is worth it; it’s  
THE most satisfying and rewarding thing you’ll ever do; now—and for ALL eternity! 
 
-If you trace the best things that have ever happened backward—they lead back to the 
Good News. What is the Good News? It’s that the One who made us to love—and to crave 
love—IS Love! He made everything and loves all that He has made—and has intervened 
—stepped into history—to save it all--just like we would. If your children were moving toward 
a disaster from which they would never recover—I know you’d give all you have to save 
them. Your life, if necessary. That’s what God did!    
 
-The first eyewitnesses were skeptical.  But the facts of what they saw, felt, heard, 
touched—forced them to believe. The evidence speaks for itself. When a man tells you  
that He will be executed—then rise from the dead—is executed, and then serves breakfast 
to you on the beach—more alive than anyone you’ve ever met—you listen to what He 
says! Period!   
 
-But, once they believed…once they saw the evidence—they never turned back.        
They were slaughtered for believing. But no amount of torture—could change their minds. 
   
a. Now, let me make it more personal. Most of us need to be forgiven and want  

to be forgiven—to be cut lose from the past! Jesus is the one who promised           
a do-over. But if He wasn’t raised, there is no such thing. But He did rise—and  
instead of judgment, we get forgiveness.   
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 -Because Jesus rose from the dead, the Spirit of God who lived and worked in Him 
—can live in work in you! You can live a powerful life-that blesses and changes 
others. 

 
b. And one more thing. Because Jesus rose from the dead, you will rise from the 

dead—if you put your faith in Him and BELIEVE. Just believe what you CAN 
believe at this point! Paul, in the same passage that confirms the resurrection wrote 
something that explains why the first Christians weren’t afraid of death.   
For them, it was falling asleep—and waking up!   

 
d. Right now, we find ourselves in the middle of this COVID 19 mess. I don’t like it one 

bit—but I do know this: God loves the world—and He loves me! And the future 
of everything is not based on a virus—it’s in the hands of One who gave His 
LIFE for me! He says, “You’re going to be just fine!”  

  
-Because Jesus rose from the dead—and He’s the One through whom all things 
were made, then He’s the One who decides when and how history ends. He’s the 
one who will ultimately put an end to greed, hatred, racism and injustice. One day 
good, kindness, hope and eternity will replace evil, pain, sadness and death.  
  

9. In closing, I’m going to ask you a very personal question. What do you believe…REALLY?  
Like, you don’t just casually believe—because it’s a convenient option. But you believe   
—BELIEVE that Jesus rose from the dead—and you’ve staked everything on. You’d ride 
on an Airbus 380—you use your cell phone every day. If you don’t believe, why NOT?  
The evidence is real—and true—and I want to invite you to trust Jesus with everything!   
Proof? THE DEFENSE RESTS!   

 


