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1. Years ago when I started out as an associate pastor, the guy I was working with talked       

to me about being defensive. By what he said, that wasn’t a good thing!  I thought I was 
simply explaining why I did what I did!  There was another word that came up in that era 
that I liked even less: unteachable.  

 
-What I realized about myself was not flattering. It meant that I was so determined to prove 
myself—be right—that I couldn’t hear the truth. As I thought more about this word, I realized 
how tough it is to be on the other side of this quality. It reminded me of a time I went up to 
a friend's dog—with the best intentions of just petting it—and it bit me. It was defensive.   
 
-Or the time when I picked up a big flat rock and there were two giant water snakes under 
it—who are known for their nasty disposition.  One took off—and one coiled up—which is 
the visual for defensive--and tried to bite me. When a snake is coiled up like that—whether 
it’s a water snake or a rattle snake it’s the visual definition of defensiveness!  “If you get in 
my space or mess with me—I will sink my fangs into you!”   
 
a. Have you ever met someone who is like a coiled snake?  All wired—coiled up inside 

to react!  And, truth is, when we’re in reaction mode, we’re not teachable—and 
sometimes not even rational!  The attitude we need most in times like these is 
certainly not DEFENSIVENESS; it’s THE DEFENSE RESTS!  I don’t need to 
present more evidence, I don’t need to win.  What I need to do—is rest!  Let it go!   

 
b. On that Spring day in 30 A.D. when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, there was one group 

who could be described as DEFENSIVE!  Ready to strike!   Jesus would be the 
personification of, THE DEFENSE RESTS.  That was clear from the animal he 
rode—a donkey instead of a white steed—and the fact that he came with a message 
of peace—not surrounded by fire, smoke and lightning bolts.   Matthew was there 
that day.  He writes: 

 
 As he made his entrance into Jerusalem, the whole city was shaken.  

Unnerved, people were asking, “What’s going on here? Who is this?”  
(Matthew 21:10 MSG) 
 

 -And then something very unusual.   
 
 But as he came closer to Jerusalem and saw the city ahead, he began to 

weep. “How I wish today that you of all people would understand the way        
to peace. But now it is too late, and peace is hidden from your eyes. Before 
long your enemies will build ramparts against your walls and encircle you and 
close in on you from every side. They will crush you into the ground, and your 
children with you. Your enemies will not leave a single stone in place, because 
you did not recognize it when God visited you.” (Luke 19:41-44 MSG) 

 



 2 

c. Fascinating, isn’t it?  The crowd is curious.  Jesus’ followers are ecstatic; Jesus   
is brokenhearted; and the religious establishment is angry. And on that day,    
Jesus is sad. And the crowds are confused. Jesus’ verbal and non-verbal             
statement was: The defense rests—because, see, the evidence speaks for itself.  
After 2000 years of history, the defense still rests, the evidence still speaks,  
and you and I have to decide: Who IS this man?  

 
2. John, follower of—and cousin of Jesus, was someone who was with Jesus from the very 

beginning of his ministry. Apparently his Mom Salome and Jesus’ Mom Mary were sisters.  
It’s likely that he had known Jesus all his life. Jesus ran the ben-Joseph family carpentry 
business.  I’m guessing he knew Jesus as just a great guy!   

 
 -But then—having spent 3 years with Jesus—watching Him live, hearing him teach, 

watching him die—and then rise from the dead, John writes these astonishing words: 
 
 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. He existed in the beginning with God. God created everything through            
him, and nothing was created except through him. The Word gave life to everything 
that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. So the Word became human              
and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.  
And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.  
(John 1:1-4, 14 NLT) 

 
 -What did He see and experience that moved Jesus from “Cuz” to God—the One through 

whom ALL things were created!?  
 

a. Now, to fully grasp what John is saying here, you need to place yourself back in     
the era when he lived. LOGOS was not the name of a Christian bookstore; Greeks 
called the source of power, the founding and guiding principle, the all-pervasive 
mind that gives everything meaning—logos. Ultimate intelligence, reason, will.   

 
 -John is saying, “Jesus of Nazareth—the carpenter, tekton—stone mason, the One 

I ate with, watched perform astounding miracle—the One who was beaten, crucified, 
buried—then rose from the dead—that was LOGOS in human form! 

  
b. The logical question any person would ask of John is, Why should I believe you? 

And that’s where John goes for the next 21 chapters! 
 

3. To let us know that he’s not talking about Greek philosophy and speculation, John doesn’t 
just connect Jesus to the logos, He connects Jesus to Yahweh, the Messiah, and all the 
prophecies of the Jewish Scriptures.  

 
a. John starts at a family wedding in Cana—which is where Jesus performed his first 

miracle or sign. To the embarrassment of the whole family, they run out of wine.   
And Mary says to Jesus, “Do something!”   

 
Dear woman, that’s not our problem,” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet 
come.” (John 2:4 NLT) 
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-Jesus knew that at his first miracle, the clock would start that would end in His 
suffering and death. But Mary—a good Jewish Mom—persists and tells the servants 
to do whatever He asked them to.  So Jesus tells them to fill the ceremonial water 
jars—six of them—holding 20-30 gallons each—with water.   
 
- He then instructs them to have the MC taste it.  Somewhere between the well and 
the water jars and the MC, the water had turned to wine---really good aged wine!  
 

b. Water actually turns to wine every day in our world; Jesus simply bypassed the soil, 
grapevines, clusters, e presses, vats, bottling and fermentation. What John was 
saying is that Jesus is the MASTER of quality. 

 
-Now, we have some amazing new things in our world. For example, did you know 
that scientists have developed a process to make wood transparent? But no human 
can bypass any process—such as the creation of wine, bread, pizza or transparent 
wood.   
 

c. If someone is the Master of quality—like Jesus—no tricks, not illusions—what does 
that say?  Only God has that kind of power!  

 
 This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time Jesus revealed his 

glory. And his disciples believed in him.  (John 2:11 NLT) 
 

4. But that was just Jesus’ first sign-miracle. The next one John chooses is one of many 
examples of Jesus knowing something from a distance—and then acting on it.  
 
-In John 4, right after his encounter at Sychar with the Samaritan woman, Jesus met an 
official who asked him to come and heal his son who was dying of a fever. Jesus simply 
said, “Go home—your son will live. Then this:   
 
While the man was on his way, some of his servants met him with the news that  
his son was alive and well. He asked them when the boy had begun to get better, 
 and they replied, “Yesterday afternoon at one o’clock his fever suddenly 
disappeared!” Then the father realized that that was the very time Jesus had told 
him, “Your son will live.” And he and his entire household believed in Jesus.  
This was the second miraculous sign Jesus did in Galilee after coming from Judea. 
 (John 4:51-54 NLT) 
 
-Now, most of you have, at one point or other, called a doctor or 911—but no one got 
healed over the phone or by text or email.  What Jesus did on this occasion—and many 
others—is show his mastery over time and space.  
 
a. Unlike what you see in our world, Jesus healing power never failed. He healed 

leprosy—where people’s faces and bodies were missing pieces. He healed 
blindness, paralysis, people bent double with arthritis—and His power was never 
limited by space or distance.   

 
b. What this account points out is that Jesus didn’t have to see or touch a person         

to heal them. Space/distance was never an obstacle.  
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So here’s the question; Who knows what is going on from afar and can 
intervene without being physically present?  No one but God! And that’s why, 
in this story, this official and his entire family believes in Jesus. This is the second 
sign John points to. 
 

5. The next major sign we see in Jesus’ life is well known.  It’s an account from all four 
narratives where Jesus took a little boy’s lunch—five pieces of flat bread and 2 sardines    
—and fed 5000 men plus women and children with it.  So—how does someone do 
something like that?  Only God—the Master of Quantity can do that. We can plant 
seeds—and, over seasons, can multiply corn, wheat, and zucchini 5000 times over, but not 
instantly. Only God can feed a stadium of people with one lunch.  The crowd saw that—and 
John’s account tells us that they wanted to make Jesus their king!  What’s not to like about  
a king who can feed a nation every day!   

 
6. The next sign was even more astounding.  After feeding 5000 people, Jesus sent his 

disciples by boat ahead to Capernaum—on the other side of the lake while he prayed.   
Then this: 

 
 Soon a gale swept down upon them, and the sea grew very rough. They had rowed 

three or four miles when suddenly they saw Jesus walking on the water toward the 
boat. They were terrified, but he called out to them, “Don’t be afraid. I am here!” 
Then they were eager to let him in the boat, and immediately they arrived at their 
destination! (John 6:18-21 NLT) 
 

 -The account in Matthew’s gospel gives more detail about the disciple's response  It says: 
Then the disciples worshiped him. “You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed. 
(Matthew 14:33 NLT) 
 
a. There’s a very good reason for their worship. Has anyone ever seen someone who 

has power over both the laws of gravity and over the weather?  We cheat the laws   
of gravity with airplanes, hot-air balloons and parachutes—and we can predict the 
weather fairly accurately—but only God has the power to set these laws aside    
or change the weather. 

 
b. There was another nasty storm—and this time Jesus was asleep in the back of the 

boat.  When the storm didn’t wake him up, the disciples decided that they probably 
needed to save his life—so they woke him; “Don’t you care that we’re all about to 
drown?”  Then this:   

 
When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the wind and the raging waves. Suddenly the 
storm stopped and all was calm. Then he asked them, “Where is your faith?” 
The disciples were terrified and amazed. “Who is this man?” they asked each 
other. “When he gives a command, even the wind and waves obey him!”  
(Luke 8:24-25 NLT) 
 
And that has been the key question about Jesus for over 2000 years: Who is this 
man?  I have to make a decision about that—and so do you!  What kind of person 
can do all this, split history in half—and change the way the world works?  
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 -When Jesus and the disciples reached the other shore, who He was came into 
even sharper focus.  They met a man driven insane by 1000s of demons, that is 
powerful forces of darkness, who were deathly afraid of Jesus—and had to do what 
he told them to do!  Jesus threw the demons into a herd of pigs—who then drowned 
themselves—and the man was instantly sane!   

 
 -That got their attention!  Jesus doesn’t just have authority over the weather and the 

waves—He has authority over spiritual forces of darkness—angels who have 
defected from God!    

 
7. Jesus healed thousands of people. And it wasn’t just people with sore backs; these were 

people who were permanently crippled and disabled—well known as helpless victims who 
made a living by begging.  Jesus instantly healed two of the worst cases. One was lying by 
the Pool of Siloam—and the other was told to wash his eyes there.   

 
-Now, scholars used to say, “We can’t find this pool—so obviously, the authors weren’t 
telling the truth.  Well, in June of 2004 they found it—and I’ve been there! One quadriplegic 
had been lying by that pool for 38 years. Jesus came along and asks an odd question;     
Do you WANT to get well? See, for this guy, his condition had become his job; he begged 
for money—and people felt bad for him and gave him money.   
 

 -So, Jesus healed him on the spot. Imagine a man whose legs and arms are all atrophied 
and paralyzed suddenly getting to his feet, rolling up his mat, and walking home with no 
rehab!  Remember, the religious professionals were coiled and ready to defend—and they 
go after Jesus because He authorized this man to carry his mat on the Sabbath—based 
on the fact that His Father was always at work even on the Sabbath!   

 

a. And it happens again—next time with a man who was blind. Jesus disciples asked    
a question people asked a lot in that culture; “So who sinned?  This man or his 
parents?  Jesus says, “Neither one! This happened so that the power of God 
could be seen in him!” 

   
-Totally violating the laws of Moses, Jesus spit in the dirt, made some mud, and 
smeared it on this guy’s eyes and told him to go wash in the pool of Siloam.            
He did—and he had 20/20 vision!   
 

b. Once again, Jesus’ miracles soften some hearts—but harden others—such as the 
religious professionals.  They tried to get him to give credit to someone but Jesus    
—but he stood his ground.   

 

“Why, that’s very strange!” the man replied. “He healed my eyes, and yet you 
don’t know where he comes from? We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, 
but he is ready to hear those who worship him and do his will. Ever since the 
world began, no one has been able to open the eyes of someone born blind. If 
this man were not from God, he couldn’t have done it.” “You were born a total 
sinner!” they answered. “Are you trying to teach us?” And they threw him out 
of the synagogue.  (John 9:30-34 NLT) 
 

8. The closing sign John gives for Jesus being the Messiah is his account of Jesus raising 
Lazarus from the dead.  It starts when Jesus is teaching—and a courier hands him a 
message from two sisters, Mary and Martha, that their brother—his beloved friend—is 
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dying—and can he come right away. The irony in this story is that Jesus stays where he     
is —teaching for two more days—before going to their home just outside Jerusalem.  
But by the time Jesus gets there, Lazarus, his close friend, has been dead and buried for  
4 days—and Mary and Martha are angry at—very disappointed in Jesus. What Jesus    
boils it all down to is his identity. 
 
Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will 
live, even after dying. Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever 
die. Do you believe this, Martha?”  Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come into the world from 
God.” (John 11:25-27 NLT) 
 
a. What’s fascinating all through John’s narrative is Jesus’ use of I AM.  It’s the phrase 

God uses to define Himself in the Greek Old Testament—well known to Jesus as  
well as the Priests, Pharisees and teachers of the law. In fact in a dispute with 
religious people recorded in John 8, Jesus refers to himself as I AM. He tells them 
that Abraham saw Him and what He would so—and was glad!  When challenged 
about how He could possible know this, this is what John writes: 
 

Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I am!       

At that point they picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from 
them and left the Temple.  (John 8:58-59 NLT) 
 

b. That’s what makes sense of a number of statements Jesus makes in this very 
context; for example: 

 

“You are from below; I AM from above. You belong to this world; I do not. That 
is why I said that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I AM who 
I claim to be, you will die in your sins.”  (John 8:23-24 NLT) 
 
-In case you missed it, Jesus claim here is to be God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob!  
That He spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai.  This claim Jesus made is the only thing 
that makes sense of Him forgiving people’s sins, claiming to be the Good Shepherd 
of Psalm 23, telling people that he will come again in power and glory—and telling 
Mary and Martha that he is the resurrection and the life!   
 

c. So, here’s the deal; A person who says something like that is either a monster,         
a liar—or someone we really, really need to listen to and follow!  How do we know?  
John said, “I, along with others, SAW all these things—and I’ve written them 
down so that you will believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God!” And 
when Jesus raised Lazarus—4 days dead, decaying in his tomb—that was the 
tipping point.  John was there that day—and this is what happened: 

 

So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. You always hear me, but I said it  
out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they will            
believe you sent me.” Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” And the                  
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound in graveclothes, his face 
wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him go!”   
(John 11:41-44 NLT) 
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d. Let’s put this into our world. Your Mom dies of complications related to COVID.  You 
grieve, buy a casket, have a brief, restricted funeral and go home. You’re back at 
work four days later, when Jesus shows up and says, “Let’s go visit the grave. Bring 
your family and friends.” 

 
-You get there, and beside your Mom’s grave is a backhoe. Jesus says, “I can do 
this—I’m the resurrection and the life.  Let’s exhume the body!”  You’re horrified!   
You don’t want to see your Mom like that!  But they do, pull out the casket and unlock 
it—Jesus says to your Mom, “Come out!”  And she does!  Fully alive, better than 
she’s ever been! And she fixes Easter dinner for you all! 

 
-What would you think about Jesus?  What can you say about someone who can 
speak to someone whose body is already in a profound state of decay—and raise 
them to life again?  Is this just the 2021 version of Houdini—or could He actually 
be the resurrection and the life?  And you have to ask, “Who has ever done that 
before—in history?”  Well…only Jesus!  
 

9. That’s what had happened right before Jesus rode into Jerusalem that day—on a donkey 
—fulfilling a prophecy made hundreds of years before by Zechariah around 480 B.C. 

 
 Don’t be afraid, people of Jerusalem. Look, your King is coming, riding on  

a donkey’s colt. (John 12:15 NLT) 
 
 -And suddenly—it was decision time. For three years—Jesus had proven that he was   

Lord over quality—turning water to wine, Lord over quantity—multiplying a single lunch            
into 5 tons of food, Lord over the laws of gravity—walking on water; Lord over the forces    
of nature—calming wind and waves by simply telling them to settle down. 

 
-He proved that He was someone that demons—who are afraid of nothing—should be 
terrified of. That He’s Lord over all ailments and disease—curing blindness, deafness, 
leprosy, paralysis, arthritis; and, to cap it off, Lord over death and decay and the laws of 
thermodynamics. 
 

 -The people who traveled with him, watched his life, watched him sleep, eat, get tired, get 
frustrated—listened to his jokes, his stories—and really knew Him—asked Who IS this 
Man?!  And then they answered their own question.  He’s God.  He’s the Messiah—the 
Christ—the One God promised to send! And they were the ones who rocked Jerusalem 
with their shouts; Hosanna to the King, the Son of David! 

 
a. But we all know they weren’t the only ones there—and that wasn’t the only opinion.  

There was a group of people who had judged Jesus, heckled Him, insulted Him, 
cursed Him, interrogated Him, called Him horrible names and rejected Him as a 
fraud—saying that he was possessed by Satan.   

 
-See, Jesus had called them out on their hypocrisy, arrogance and greed. They   
were defensive! They had a lot to lose! So instead of respecting Someone who 
could change water to wine, walk on water, heal anyone who came to him and raise 
the dead, their defensiveness blinded them--put them on a hate mission!  Ever met 
someone on a hate mission?  They’re like junkyard dogs; try to reason with them  
and they’ll bite you!   
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b. Just to show you how crazy this got, John records their reaction to Jesus raising 
someone they knew from the dead: 

 
 Then the leading priests and Pharisees called the high council together.  

“What are we going to do?” they asked each other. “This man certainly 
performs many miraculous signs. If we allow him to go on like this, soon 
everyone will believe in him. Then the Roman army will come and destroy  
both our Temple and our nation.” …So from that time on, the Jewish leaders 
began to plot Jesus’ death (John 11:47-48, 53 NLT) 

 
 -And that’s not all!  
 

When all the people heard of Jesus’ arrival, they flocked to see him and also   
to see Lazarus, the man Jesus had raised from the dead. Then the leading 
priests decided to kill Lazarus, too, for it was because of him that many of     
the people had deserted them and believed in Jesus. (John 12:9-11 NLT) 
 

c. See, the truth about us is that if we don’t want to believe—we won’t. If our money, 
our job, our pride, our popularity will take a hit, we can literally shut down our brain, 
our eyes, our hearts and our ability to reason—and even understand the outcome 
of what we’re doing. Our defensiveness will damn us. 

 
 -The religious professionals were more afraid of losing the temple and their standing 

than they were of God—and what He was up to.  Truth is, we will protect our pride at 
the expense of truth—and the ability to see what’s coming.  People do it every single 
day of every single week of every single year.   

 
-Their decision to disbelieve the immense trail of evidence behind Jesus was what 
fulfilled Jesus’ prophecy as he rode into Jerusalem. He said, remember:    
 

 “How I wish today that you of all people would understand the way to peace. 
But now it is too late, and peace is hidden from your eyes.” Your enemies will 
not leave a single stone in place, because you did not recognize it when God 
visited you.”  (Luke 19:42, 44 NLT) 

 
 -God visited you…GOD VISITED YOU…and you MISSED IT. Actually, you      

didn’t miss it. You saw it all. You saw irrefutable evidence—healings, miracles      
--someone doing things only God has the power to do—and you ignored it.       
You said, “I refuse to believe—it will cost too much!”  What they didn’t see is that 
the price tag for intentional unbelief is WAY higher than the price tag for belief.    

  
 -Forty years later, everything they tried to preserve would be gone.  The city. The 

temple. The nation. The priesthood. All of it—along with a lot of them. And those who 
followed Jesus would prevail, take down the Roman empire—and take the name of 
Jesus to every nation.  The Cross they put Him on would eclipse the Menorah and 
the Star of David. 

 
10. That day God’s statement, in Jesus, was: THE DEFENSE RESTS! Look at Jesus. Look at 

what He did, the way He loved, the way He taught and the life He lived.   
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Look at the astounding signs; the fact that He was Lord over quality, quantity, the laws  
of the universe and the laws of nature and the laws of sickness and death and the powers  
of darkness.   
 
-Jesus, see, was clear. He called Himself, I AM. And just like that group of people 2000 
years ago, you have to answer the question, What will you do with Jesus?  
 
-A couple of weeks ago—on the best day we’d had in months—our power went out around 
noon—and stayed out for almost 10 hours. When I reported it, I found out that not only 
were we out of power—7800 other homes and businesses were—including Walmart!   
  
-So, the scoop was that a car had hit and taken down a single telephone pole—with 7800 
customers connected to that one pole!   
 
a. Over the years, people have had issues with Jesus, with the gospels, with the 

eyewitness accounts—and on and on it goes. Here’s what they—and you—need to 
know; you may not like Jesus’ exclusive claims; you may not like the fact that He 
alone is the One who fulfilled prophecy—the One God sent to save everything.   

 
-But attacking one or two pieces of evidence for who Jesus is—isn’t going to take out 
the power for a whole quadrant. Christmas, Easter, the splitting of history, the trail of 
millions of changed lives will continue.   
 
-And one day, just as He said, Jesus will return—and history will be over and     
Jesus will make all things right. Until then, churches will remain open, and followers 
of Jesus will live with hope and forgiveness in their hearts. The Defense Rests 
because the evidence is overwhelming. What could happen is that you will miss 
God’s visit!     
 

b. Look at the evidence. Listen to the eyewitnesses from 2000 years of history—people 
who know why history split into two huge chunks, the chunk before Jesus, called, 
B.C.—Before Christ—and the piece after where everything changed.  

  
Look carefully. Look for what’s true and right—even if you don’t like it—and choose 
wisely. The final truth is that no one could keep Jesus down! 
 
 
 

 


