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Series:  THE GODS MUST BE CRAZY!  
 

SUNDAY MARCH 21. 2021 
THE LITTLE ‘g’ god of ME 

Luke 9:23-25 
SPEAKER: KEN DAVIS 

 
1. How many of you have ever heard of narcissism?  It’s everywhere—I mean, you don’t 

even have to google it! 
 

 *On a reality TV show, a girl planning her 16th birthday party wants to have a major road 
blocked off—you know, so the marching band can lead her right to the red carpet where 
she’ll make her grand entrance!  

 
 *You can go to famousforaday.com and hire fake paparazzi to follow you around and 

snap pics to impress your friends!    
   
 *And then there’s the baby bibs!  Supermodel, Future Reality Show Star and a T-shirt 

for toddlers that says Too Hot 4 You! 
 
 -Jean Twenge and Keith Campbells have written a book called, The Narcissism 

Epidemic: Living In The Age of Entitlement.  Does everyone know what narcissism is?  
As a personality disorder—it is an obsession with self; extreme over confidence—to the 
point of arrogance.  It’s the person who sees themselves as stand-out special—who 
thinks their opinions and insights are always right; profound, actually.  It is self-absorption 
taken to the extreme.   

 
-Now, here’s the deal; some of us may be full-blown narcissists—but all of us are 
somewhere along this continuum. Self-absorption is a basic human problem. Think about it; 
no one has to raise a child to think about themselves. What parents must teach children is 
how to think of and value others besides themselves.     
 
-Narcissism is just the tip of something we all experience—and that’s to worship at the altar 
of The little ‘g’ god of ME.  There are all kinds of symptoms in our world.  For example, 
taking a selfie was once unheard of; now, if you check people’s phones, they typically have 
more pics of themselves than anyone else—or anything else.  And we don’t need any tips 
on how to live as a SELFIE—that’s the direction of most of our energy. The problem? Well, 
me-centered behavior is like wearing friend repellent—and it’s spiritually destructive.  
 
a. Would it surprise you to know that worshipping the little ‘g’ god of ME pretty much 

contradicts everything that Jesus taught?  In a world that promotes ME, tells ME that it’s 
okay to think about ME all the time—and sells ME—I think we need to be really careful 
that we don’t get sucked right into the whole system of worshipping the little ‘g’ god of 
ME! 
 

b. So, for our first reality check I want you to repeat after me: There IS a God.  It is NOT 
me!  It’s not enough to state the obvious.  We have to live it—and in our world—that 
will go against the flow! 
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-Just so you know, when I say that we are all find ourselves somewhere along this 
continuum of narcissism—that includes me!  Left to myself, I will always veer off 
toward a. SELFIE life.  I’ve tried see this subject in terms of where I need to replace  
my little ‘g’ god of ME idol—with Jesus.   
 
-Here’s why:  Our temptation is always to bring up the picture of someone—usually 
close to us—to roll our eyes and say, Man does HE ever need to hear this!   
Don’t do it!   
 
-Just a note on my resources.  I’m deeply indebted to this book, The Narcissism 
Epidemic, this book, The End of ME, along with a series of talks by Bruxy Cavey  
 

2. Now, narcissism has some obvious examples. One of the earliest examples was 
Mohammed Ali? His calling card was the ongoing chatter about himself:  I am the 
greatest!  I am beautiful!  I’m going to float like a butterfly and sting like a bee!  
Mohammed loved the camera!  
  
-My favourite story about Ali is when he refused a flight attendant’s request to put on his 
seatbelt.  “It’s the law!” she said. “We’re not taking off until you put on your seatbelt!”  Ali 
said, “Superman don’t need no seatbelt!”  Exasperated, the attendant said, “Superman 
don’t need no airplane!”  He put on the seatbelt. 
 
-But Mohammed Ali’s narcissism is mild compared what we’ve seen in our world for the 
past 30 or so years.  It’s this over self-confidence.  It’s an obsession with how we look, how 
we’re noticed or followed—and, especially, our own opinions. It’s going into pretty much 
every scenario with the thought, I deserve better!  And it’s destructive.   
 
a. In its extreme form, narcissism is a personality disorder recognized by a diagnostic 

manual called the DSM3—used by psychiatrists and psychologists.  Some of you 
may remember the story in Greek mythology about Narcissus.  He was so good-
looking—that he couldn’t find a lovers good-looking enough to be worthy of him.   

 
b. Then one day when he bent down to get a drink from a pool, Voila!  The first 

SELFIE! He fell hopelessly in love—and couldn’t bear to leave!  He died of 
starvation gazing at himself in that pool.   

 
3. People have always tended toward self-absorption—but in last 40 years, this obsession 

has grown bigger and bigger. Today, it’s monstrous. Some of you may remember the  
 Self-Esteem movement that came into vogue back in the 1970s.  Since that time, parents 

have gone overboard in telling their kids how special they are—to the point where the 
words to Frere Jacque were changed in Kindergarten classes to, I am special, I am 
special, Look at me!  Look at me!  The theory that came out of the self-esteem 
movement went something like this:  

 
Most people’s problem is self-esteem.  In fact, people who seem most self-absorbed, 
arrogant and over-confident and probably just over-compensating for their poor self-
image.  What everyone needs to do better is to learn to love themselves.   
  
a. The actual research says the opposite; that people who seem like they’re really into 

themselves…really are INTO themselves!  
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  When people appear to be self-important—they really ARE self-important!  
Mohammed Ali, Donald Trump and Paris Hilton are not struggling with inner  

 self-loathing!   
 
 -Not only that, this theory contradicts what Jesus said; that we are infinitely 

valuable to God—and worth redeeming; his love for us, His children, is way better 
than we ever dreamed it could be.  But…but…Jesus taught that spiritual and 
emotional health is based on self-giving love—not self-love.  

 
b. So—how did this myth become so widespread in our culture? Think about it:  

What is not to like about being told, in a self-obsessed world like ours, that you don’t 
love and focus on yourself nearly enough!  That your goal in life should be to learn 
to love yourself more?!  That you’re more awesome than you ever dreamed?  That, 
for you to have a better life, the starting point is you!?  This is a self-fulfilling fantasy! 

 
c. So, what does the Bible—the record of God’s dealings with humans--actually say?  

Without question it tells us that self—and all its ugly sisters—self-interest,  
 self-absorption, selfishness and self-promotion alienates us from God and others.  

-If you doubt me, let me ask; How many of you would love to be the best friend of  
a flaming narcissist? No? There’s a reason—narcissism is destructive to all 
relationships—including our relationship with God. Self-focus will wreck you  
and disappoint you.  
  

 4. Now, those are come of the cultural factors that have influenced the worship of the little ‘g’ 
god of ME in our world. What’s worse is that our hearts are already bent in that direction.  
Some of you may remember the account in Genesis—in the beginning.  

  
-The record Jesus affirmed tells us that we were created in the image of God—with a soul 
that will live forever.  We are not God—but we are created in His image.  But in that 
perfect Garden where God placed them, they were tested.  The Devil—who manifested him 
self as a snake--caught Eve alone gazing at the only tree God had told them not eat from.   
 
One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from 
any of the trees in the garden?” “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden,” the woman replied. “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the 
garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; 
if you do, you will die.’” “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. “God 
knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, 
knowing both good and evil.” 
The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked 
delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the 
fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, 
too. At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their 
nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.   
(Genesis 3:1-7 NLT) 
 
a. There it is--in the space of 7 verses. You see it, right? The offer the snake made to 

Eve was, You can be GOD!  Why wouldn’t you want that?! Don’t let God’s fear 
of you being like Him—hold you back!  You can be god of your own world and 
do what YOU want to do; believe what YOU want to believe!  
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b. And that is what all of us who have descended from Adam and Eve have this inner 

compulsion to be the captain of our own ship, write our own rules, choose our own 
destiny and do our own thing—along with the arrogance of thinking that we can pull 
it off.  Think of how that plays out every day in our world: 

 
 *I will take what I want to take, even if you have to pay for it. 
 
 *I will do to you what I want to do to you, because I’m accountable only to me 
 
 *I’m right—I’m always right—because I’m me 
 
 *If I can profit by stealing from you, date-raping you, wrecking your life, or hurting 

someone you love—that’s okay—cause I write the rules. 
 
c. The normal every day way of living that out is to always think of ourselves first!   
 To get the attention, the glory, the recognition, the biggest piece of pizza, and to be 

first in line.  Evolutionists call it the selfish gene—better known as survival of the 
fittest!  For the sake of this series of talks, it’s the little ‘g’ god of ME   

 
5. Now, our world system at this juncture of history hasn’t helped us at all when it comes to 

our narcissism.  First, the media, in particular, doesn’t even hide it’s promotion of self-
interest, self-love, and self-preoccupation.  For most people, this stuff is normal. Think of 
where advertising has gone in, say, the last 40 years.  In 1971, it started with, You deserve 
a break today at…? McDonalds.  

 
-And it’s gone crazy from there.  Most of you can think of an ad that confuses confidence 
with narcissism and says, “Hey--You deserve better, It’s okay to pamper yourself and 
live for yourself!” We actually don’t need a lot of encouragement to think of ourselves 
24/7.   
 
-Narcissists thrive in a culture like ours—and tend to take the stage. Know why? Because 
they’re so good at it!  And they are the ones setting the trends for people who are hungry 
to make their mark.  By the way, being famous was listed as the #1 goal for young 
teens—and most weren’t even able to say what they want to be famous for!   
 

6. There’s another force in our world that is throwing gas on our natural tendency to worship 
the little ‘g’ god of ME: Technology!  The culture of I:  I-Tunes, I-Pods, I-Phones,  

 I-Touch, I-Need, I-Want, I-Purchase, I-Get.  One author said, “Our culture is so 
individualistic—we can’t even spell wii without two I’s!”   

 
-Please understand—technology is not a bad thing.  It’s been very helpful for us being able 
to stay in touch when the government tells us to stay at home!  But it’s being used in ways 
that drive us apart. For example: cameras. People once used them sparingly to bring the 
family together.   
 
-Now that they’re in every cell phone, selfiedom has arrived!  Here’s a picture of me in 
front of this—this is me looking sexy; this me looking pouty, this is me looking dumb; this is 
me looking cool; this is me looking IMPOSING! Just ask the average person how many 
pics they have that they’re not in?     
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 -The internet was initially used to learn new things; now it’s the primary means of  
self-expression?  By 2010, Facebook was the 3rd largest nation on the planet. Now, I’m 
guessing it might be Instagram. We post ourselves and what we’re doing and thinking on 
all the different platforms—as if we are the most interesting persons on the planet!   
And guess where the best stuff comes from?  Narcissists! 
 
-I mean, is it stretching it to say that our obsession with appearance borders on 
narcissism?  That every body part—including our fingernails and the little hairs that come 
out of our eyelids and eyebrows have become real estate for the life-changing goal of 
standing out?  Even fitness isn’t so much about being healthy; it’s about looking hot!   
And the goal is to communicate with our clothes, our bodies—everything—is, “I have 
worked really hard on looking this young and this hot!”     
 

7. But the most notable characteristic of narcissism in our culture is the sense of entitlement.  
Entitlement is a word you hear a lot; it’s defined as the inner sense a person has that they 
are more deserving than others. As parents, some of us have fed that monster and 
encouraged the worship of the little ‘g’ god of ME.  

 
-I mean, parenting has changed for the better over the last few decades—car seats, the 
food we eat, intentional time talking with and spending time with our children have  
all changed things for the better. But that’s not all that’s changed.   
 
a. In a chapter entitled: PARENTING:  Raising Royalty, the authors of this book,  
 The Narcissism Epidemic, warn us that we are creating generation of very self-

absorbed kids.  Want to know what some of these unhelpful parenting habits are? 
 
 *Unconditional praise. Unconditional love? YES!  But telling them that everything 

they do is amazing, brilliant and wonderful is a set-up! 
 
 *Teaching children that they stand out from other children as special. They are 

absolutely special to you and to God—but when you tell them that they stand out 
from the rest—that they’re better, more deserving—more special--that has a 
destructive effect.   

 
 *Training children for success, success, success—and not compassion, 

compassion, compassion. Baby Einstein videos are hot? Has anyone heard of any 
Mother Theresa videos?   

 
*Helicopter parenting.  Parents who constantly hover around, protecting their 
children from difficulty and criticism is a set-up for a train-wreck when the parents 
are no longer there to protect them.   
  

b. Question:  Does being told that you’re special and deserve better prepare people 
to sit in traffic or wait in the COVID line-up in stores?  When we have to wait with 
everyone else, we think, “Don’t they know? Don’t they know I’m important, my 
time is valuable-and I’m in a hurry?”   

  
-What happens when they enter a work-force—where everyone is thinking that 
they’re stand out special—more deserving than others?  How do you have healthy 
relationships with others when you secretly worship the little ‘g’ god of ME?    
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c. Narcissism and entitlement has infiltrated every aspect of life.  If you think being 
friends with a narcissist is tough, try being married to a one!  Imagine 24/7 with 
someone who is waiting for you to join with them in the worship of the little ‘g’ god 
of ME!  You know, treat them as the truly stand-out special person that they are.   

 
 - People like this become very negative—because their experiences,, their lives, 

their relationships all disappoint them—and they have almost no grace for anyone 
—particularly a spouse—who disappoints them.  I don’t DESERVE this—is their life 
motto!   

 
8. Now, think about this; if you see yourself as an exception, as more deserving than others 

—how do you deal with the fact that God calls selfishness, self-preoccupation,    
self-interest and self-promotion—SIN?  If you’re serving the false, little ‘g’ god of ME, 
how do you process what Jesus says, that the start of happiness, of being blessed, of 
being successful, of entry into His Kingdom as being poor in spirit. That is, that the 
starting point for any spiritual progress is humility?   

 
-Most of us don’t buy into the New Age/Gnostic gospel movement that tells people, You 
ARE God! You ARE already perfect!  We know that’s totally disconnected from the past 
100 years of history. I’ll tell you where I think we are vulnerable; it’s in making ourselves the 
final editors of truth.   
 
-We see what God says about how to live our lives, about how to handle people, our time, 
our money, our sexuality—and then modify that to fit what we’re already doing.  In other 
words, “If I don’t like truth—it’s not my truth—and it’s okay to just ignore it. That is, I have 
the authority to shape spiritual reality according to me and what I would like to believe 
instead of what God has revealed.   
 
-The early believers had a rallying cry in the early days of the Church.  Jesus is Lord.  
Jesus is brilliant—and he is right about everything!  Because He’s Lord, because He’s full 
of grace and truth--Jesus has the right to call me to align my life with Him. God is not my 
personal servant, obligated to arrange my life as I decide; I am His servant, He is my 
Lord—and I am accountable to Him.  He is Lord!    
 
a.  It’s possible you know, to come as an narcissist to Jesus—thinking that His fulltime 

job is to make me happy.  Jesus actually does love you and me more than we 
could ever dream—and his plans for our lives are amazing.  But, and here’s the 
deal, He will not help you serve the little ‘g’ god of ME!  His goal for me—and 
you—is that we ultimately look like his Son, Jesus. Remember what we studied 
about Jesus?  

  
Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as 
better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an 
interest in others, too. You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 
(Philippians 2:3-5 NLT) 
 
-As you know Paul goes on to quote an early hymn that tells us that Jesus set his 
authority and rights as God aside to give his life for us!  
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-You get it, right?  It’s an insult to God, given what He’s done in humbling 
Himself—for us to puff ourselves up and become the little ‘g’ god of our tiny 
universe—that measures about 6- 8” around ourselves—and our tiny fiefdom.   
And the truth is that we can’t even manage that!   
 

b. The truth that Jesus taught is not some power trip He’s on to run our lives; it’s truth 
and it set’s us free as His truth always does.  And His truth is that happiness only 
comes to us when our lives are aligned with his—and with others.  And that will 
not—and can not happen when we worship other gods—like the little ‘g’ god of 
ME!  

 
 -Remember how you know if something is a little ‘g’ god?  
 
 *It’s what you center your life around 
 
 *It’s what you make your sacrifices to or for 
 
 *It’s what you will flip God off to get 
 
 *It’s what you’ll break your promises for 
 
 *It’s what you’ll violate our conscience for 
 
 -And that’s what the little ‘g’ god of ME demands! 
 

9. So, think back on the past months and years. Most of us would prefer not to see ourselves 
as a little ‘g’ god. We think, “Yeah, like anyone else, I can be self-centered at times.   

 I mean I do really like to—all right, need to right!  But god?   
 

*Question:  What happens when we are confronted with something God calls a sin—but we 
kinda like it!  Is God still God?   
 
*What happens when Jesus talks being King in His Kingdom –and that if we want to be   
a part of it, He needs to be our King—in terms of how we use our money and time—and 
make our decisions?   
 
*What about when I want something—and there’s no indication that God wants it for me.  
Who’s God on that day?  Is it, “Yes, Lord—You’re in charge!” Or more like, “Well, I’ll have 
to think about that.  I’ll let you know in, oh, maybe 10 or 15 years!”   
 
a. Now, if that describes you—even a little—think about how well you’re doing on the 

Psalm 23 Shepherd test. If you’re going to be your own shepherd and run your own 
life, ask: 

 
 *Am I able to settle down and find peace, knowing that I’m watching over me—even 

when I’m asleep? 
 
 *Am I contented knowing that I am able to bring into my own life everything I need? 
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 *Am I able to satisfying my own spiritual thirst and fill my own soul with hope and 
life? 

 
 *Am I able to see me when I’m about to stray off—and go find me? 
 
 *Do I have the wisdom and discernment to know which way to turn at every 

crossroad…can I settle down my fear in knowing that I’m watching over me in       
the dark times…can I travel into the future and prepare it for myself?  Can I bless 
myself—leave goodness and love behind me—and make it home on my own 
power? 

 
 -So…CAN YOU?  If you can, then you’re the most amazing person in the universe 

right about now—right up there with Jesus Christ!   
 
b. If you can’t—then I’d challenge your capacity to be the little ‘g’ god of your life.   
 If you’re not God—and I think you would admit that—then you’re one of his 

creatures!  He loves you—but…bear with me here and don’t react—your 
arrogance stands between you and WHAT HE WANTS TO DO FOR YOU!   

 The deal is, you’re the loser, not Him. And if you’re not careful you could lose your 
soul—not my words, Jesus’ words.   

 
  “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 

cross daily and follow me.  For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will save it.  What good is it for you to gain the 
whole world, and yet lose or forfeit your very self?   

 (Luke 9:23-25 TNIV) 
 
c. Think bigger than that. Think of our world for a few minutes.  How many of you think 

that it’s going in the right direction?  It’s not.  The most obvious fact in our universe, 
right this moment, is that our world is a mess!  God has declared Himself—and said 
that His intention—His mission—is to make all things right!   

 
-To restore all relationships and all people to Himself. To end war, famine, disease, 
need, hatred, injustice and greed.  To make love and peace and hope flow through 
every heart—into every town, every city, every country, and every government.  
That’s the plan! 
 
-How many of you think a culture of narcissists—worshippers of the little ‘g’ god 
of me--obsessed with themselves, their appearance, their status—how deserving 
they are of the better things, of the top positions—will make this happen?  
  
-Narcissism, by definition, is the opposite of compassion. Narcissism turns 
compassion into a form of me getting the credit; “Lookit me!  Look what I’m doing!”  
What God needs are hands, feet, livers, spleens, eyes, ears, toes—people who find 
their specialness in being part of something massively and profoundly more 
important than ME!   
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d. The narcissism and entitlement of our world system stands in opposition to Jesus  
—who humbled himself so that we could all see who we really are—not little ‘g’ 
selfish monsters who play god—but people of worth and dignity—bought back with 
the blood of the God who made them!   

 
11. One day, Jesus stepped into a family quarrel that involved his aunt and two cousins—

brothers and disciples of his.  He said to them-–and the rest of the disciples who are all 
ticked at this power play 

 
“You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their high officials exercise authority over them.  Not so with you. Instead, 
whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first must be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”   
(Mark 10:42-45 TNIV) 
 
-The consistent message of the Bible is that love—true, self-giving love wins. But pride, 
arrogance, narcissism, selfishness, entitlement always, always, always leads to a fall!  
There is an antidote…if we will humble ourselves—God Himself will raise us up!   
 
-My closing thought?  Pursue gratitude.  Every day.  Be grateful for what God has done  
for you, what God has given you, the opportunities God has placed in your way. Love 
extravagantly.  Pursue His best.  Make sure every single day—you say, one way or 
another, “God—you’re God—NOT ME—and to prove that I know and understand that,    
I submit myself to you.  Tell me what to do—and I’ll do it! 
 
This morning, I want to close with an excerpt from a book entitled, The End of Me. It’s 
called, A NOTE TO ME 
 
Dear Me, 
I’ve known you for as long as I can remember.  Looking back, it’s fair to say that I’ve 
treated you pretty well.  As a matter of fact, more times than I can count, I’ve put you 
ahead of anything and everything else.  Agreed? 
As we were growing up, I tried to make sure you were always at the front of the line.  
I saw to it that you got the biggest cookie on the plate, the best parking spot, the 
comfiest chair in any room we entered. 
In school, I noticed the little things you liked, and I went after them. You always 
loved attention, so I did everything in my power to see that you got it.  You still like 
the spotlight, so I’ve maneuvered to keep you in its glare.  On the internet, I post 
only the pictures that show you at your very best.  Anyone would think that you’re 
living the dream.  Have you seen the comments people write about you?  When you 
have struggled or had a hard time, I’ve done my best to keep that our little secret!  
I’ve tried to make you happy.   
Sure, it was a little easier to keep you happy when you were a cute little tyke.  
A simple temper tantrum got the job done.  Then as we grew older, I had to be a little 
more discreet.  You wanted to keep winning and getting your way—all the while 
looking humble and unassuming.  That gets tricky!  Not to mention tiring. 
Take marriage, for example.  I promised to love and honour my wife, putting her 
needs ahead of my own, but your constantly insist on being first.  Sometimes there’s 
a little voice in my head in the middle of the night, saying, “Psst! Get up and take 
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care of the baby, Dude!  Let the lady sleep.” I know it’s not your voice cause you 
hate struggling out of bed at 3:00 a.m. You speak up and say, “Pretend you’re still 
asleep!” and more often than not, I comply and put you before her. 
Me, I know how you can get defensive, but you have had a tendency to not give me 
all the information.  Walking through the sporting goods store?  Not your finest 
hour.  I love to see you excited, but we should’ve taken a look at the budget first. 
As a matter of fact, you never seem to care about dull stuff like bills and 
consequences and what happens tomorrow.  I’ve said more than a few harsh words 
on your behalf to certain people, and you never warned me about the mess.  You 
never told me I couldn’t un-say what I’ve said! 
I love you, Me.  But I can’t keep living for you.  You always insisted that if I’d keep 
you happy, then I’d be happy—as simple as that.  But you know what?  It’s not as 
simple as that.  It never has been. 
Me, I’ve let you be in control and sit in the driver’s seat, but it’s clear you can’t be 
trusted.  You keep insisting you know the way we should go, but it always seems to 
be a dead end.  I’ve looked into some other options, and I have decided to begin a 
journey down a different path.  It’s narrow and difficult and not many choose it, but it 
leads to real life…abundant life.  However—and there is no easy way to say this—I 
can’t take this path if I bring you along.  
So, Me, this is the end of you!  
 
Sincerely,  
ME 


