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1. You have to admit; the 2021 Superbowl was dominated by Tom Brady, the quarterback  
 for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. In fact, it’s quite clear that Tom Brady has dominated the 

Superbowls for the first part of the 21st century—ever since he was signed by the New 
England Patriots in 2000. He’s played in 10 Superbowls—and won 7 as quarterback. 

   
-By all measures, his life has been one athletic success after another. He made millions, 
dated beautiful women and, in 2009 he married a Brazilian supermodel. He is one of the 
greatest athletes of all time. That’s what makes an interview he had in 2005 so fascinating.  
After all his accomplishments to that point he said:  
 
“Why do I have three Super Bowl rings, and still think there's something greater  
out there for me? I mean, maybe a lot of people would say, "Hey man, this is what is."       
I reached my goal, my dream, my life. Me, I think: God, it's gotta be more than this.      
I mean this can't be what it's all cracked up to be. I mean I've done it. I'm 27. And  
what else is there for me?” (Tom Brady, Part 3, CBS, 60 Minutes) 
 
-When Brady was asked what intimidates him, scares him, he said: 
 
The end of my playing career. Big time. Because I guess I've done this for so long. 
…You got something you're trying to accomplish. And when that's done, you don't 
have 80,000 people screaming your name. You know, what's it gonna be? I've heard a 
lot about astronauts who go to the moon and come back, and they're so depressed, 
because there's nothing they can do in their lives that ever can fill 'em the way that 
that does. (Tom Brady, Part 3, 60 Minutes, CBS) 
 
-Tom Brady recorded that in 2005;  he’s 43 now.   
 
a. So, here’s the question; if success really does it for you—why is a guy at 27 with 

three Superbowl rings and a supermodel wife not feeling it?  And have four more 
Superbowl rings done it for him? I admire Tom Brady a lot. I admire his skill, his 
attitude, his honesty—and the fact that his huge outward success hasn’t gone to his 
head.  When it comes to success, he’s had a 21 year run at it and he’s smart enough 
to ask, “Okay—when I finish my career and don’t have 80,000 fans screaming my 
name—what will that be like? 
 

b. But the little ‘g’ god of success and achievement is actually the same as all little ‘g’ 
gods. It’s cool and fun—but then there comes the day when it’s all over.  Is it enough 
to have a pile of money, 10 superbowl rings, and your picture in the football hall of 
fame.   

 

-See, you and I were made for eternity!  Does climbing the ladder of success matter 
at all—if it’s leaning against the wrong building?  Speaking right into this subject, 
Jesus asks,  “What if you gain the world—and lose your soul?” That would be  
pretty important to figure out before you put up the ladder, right? 
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2. How many of you saw Superbowl #55?  Oh, that’s right—I can’t see your hands!   
 This Superbowl was different than any other. There were people in the stands—but they 

were all seated next to appropriately distanced cardboard cut-outs—photos of people who 
paid for a seat—but, because of restrictions, could actually be present. The game was 
another casualty of the tiny virus that has given our world a thrashing and taken down  

 a bunch of little ‘g’ gods. 
 
 -I’m guessing that the Superbowl will be back, but the truth about success remains.  

Quarterbacks—along with all the other stars players in the world--shine for a while—and 
then?  Well, it all fades.  Joe Namath, Joe Montana, Terry Bradshaw are all doing sports 
broadcasting and commercials—not throwing footballs.  So, let’s just all say it together:  
SUCCESS FADES!   

 
 -Here’s the deal, most of the things we prop up as idols in our lives are not bad things; 

they’re mostly good things that we’ve turned into ultimate things. It is offensive to God      
—and destructive to our souls when we replace God at the center of our lives with some  

 gift He’s given to us. Listen to the words of someone who had the money and power to take 
success and achievement to it’s limits:   

. 
 I …tried to find meaning by building huge homes for myself and by planting beautiful 

vineyards. I made gardens and parks, filling them with all kinds of fruit trees. I built 
reservoirs to collect the water to irrigate my many flourishing groves. I bought slaves, 
both men and women, and others were born into my household. I also owned large 
herds and flocks, more than any of the kings who had lived in Jerusalem before me.  

 I collected great sums of silver and gold, the treasure of many kings and provinces.  
 I hired wonderful singers, both men and women, and had many beautiful concubines. 

I had everything a man could desire! So I became greater than all who had lived in 
Jerusalem before me, and my wisdom never failed me. Anything I wanted, I would 
take. I denied myself no pleasure. I even found great pleasure in hard work, a reward 
for all my labours. But as I looked at everything I had worked so hard to accomplish, 
it was all so meaningless—like chasing the wind. There was nothing really worthwhile 
anywhere.  (Ecclesiastes 2:4-11 NLT) 

 
 -As you may know, this guy didn’t just win 7 Superbowls—he won the superbowl of life;     

he was wise, sought out by leaders all over the world, wealthy beyond imagination. And he 
didn’t just have a supermodel for a wife—he had 1000 of them! He won every game, held 
every record—from agriculture, music, literature and philosophy to architecture and design.  
He was Tom Brady, Jeff Bezos, Albert Einstein and JFK all wrapped into one!   

 
-And yet his final dissertation on all his achievements made it clear that he was one 
disappointed, jaded man. 
 
a. He started as a very tender-hearted young man who loved God—and was loved by 

Him.  In fact, when his Dad, David, named him as the next King of Israel, he was 
overwhelmed. When he built and dedicated the temple, God in essence handed him 
a blank check—said, “Ask me for anything!”  Solomon’s response was, “I’m just a 
kid! I need wisdom!”   
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 -God was so pleased He gave him wisdom, fame, wealth and immense success.  
And when you read about his income, his knowledge, his fame as the wisest man 
who has ever lived, you think, “Well, that kind of success would be worthwhile!” 

 
b. So…what went wrong?  Well, it didn’t happen all at once.  When he began to 

believe in his own importance he flipped God off.  He was told not to collect women 
like baseball cards—but did it anyway.   

 
In Solomon’s old age, they turned his heart to worship other gods instead of 
being completely faithful to the Lord his God, as his father, David, had 
been. Solomon worshiped Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Sidonians, and 
Molech, the detestable god of the Ammonites. In this way, Solomon did what 
was evil in the Lord’s sight; he refused to follow the Lord completely, as his 
father, David, had done. The Lord was very angry with Solomon, for his heart 
had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him 
twice. (1 Kings 11:4-9 NLT) 
 
-Solomon actually got to the point where he offered human sacrifices with his own 
children! Solomon’s success made him arrogant enough to think that he was so 
smart and so successful that he didn’t need to listen to God. If the wisest man who 
ever lived can be deceived, so can we! 
 

3. Solomon’s disillusionment with the little ‘g’ god of success is quite predictable. Tom Brady 
hints at it; a woman named Kylie Bisutti is very open about it in her book, I’m No Angel.   

 In 2008, she won a competition among 10,000 rivals to become a Victoria’s Secret Angel 
and supermodel—something that many girls today would sell their souls for. Kylie says that 
just before this happened, she got married—and realized that her body belonged to her 
husband—not to gawkers and voyeurs.   

 
-The other huge factor is that she is a follower of Jesus—and didn’t want to send a skanky 
message to the girls for whom she was a role model. This is what she says: I finally 
achieved my biggest dream—the dream I had always wanted. But when I finally got it, 
it wasn’t all that I thought it would be. So, Kylie turned in her wings!   
 

 -To be honest—that’s always the way it is with people who thought that the position, the 
award, the deal of a lifetime, the job of their dreams would really do it for them. Ask them.  
They’ll tell you, “It was fun—but it wasn’t what I thought it would be!”   

 
 -Here’s what I know to be true; if you worship and serve the little ‘g’ god of prosperity, 

success, achievement, luv—followed and desired by millions—it will disappoint you!   
 And in the process, it will likely ruin your soul.   
 

-This passage says that God was angry with Solomon!  He was smart and successful—and 
flipped off the One who gave him everything he had!  See, idolatry is always an insult to 
God.   
 
a. We started this series of talks with the story of God’s judgment on the little ‘g’ gods 

of Egypt set them free from slavery.  And then—because they were so rebellious, 
they spent 40 years wandering in the desert.   
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 -Finally, after Moses’ death Joshua led them into the land.  In his final speech to 
them he reminded them of all that God had done for them and asked the ultimate 
question.  Who are you going to serve?   

 
 “So fear the Lord and serve him wholeheartedly. Put away forever the idols 

your ancestors worshiped when they lived beyond the Euphrates River and     
in Egypt. Serve the Lord alone. But if you refuse to serve the Lord, then choose 
today whom you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served 
beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 
now live? But as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord.”  

 (Joshua 24:14-15 NLT)  
 
b. A lot of people in the GTA would likely say, “Pffft!  I don’t worship God or anything 

else!  I’m not the religious type!”  But worship isn’t about churches—or temples 
 —or rituals—or robes—or holy books and sacred things. If you travel around the 

world, you’ll see worship in every culture. As humans, made in God’s image, we  
 are pre-wired to worship—that is, to declare with our lives to be of ultimate worth.   
 

-What you worship is what you put your hope in, where you make your sacrifices; 
what you believe will give you what you really want inside.  
 
-Remember Bob Dylan’s song?  Everybody’s gotta serve somebody!   
 
You may be an ambassador to England or France 
You may like to gamble, you might like to dance 
You may be the heavyweight champion of the world 
You may be a socialite with a long string of pearls 
But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes 
Indeed you're gonna have to serve somebody 
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord 
But you're gonna have to serve somebody (Bob Dylan 1979) 
 
-You understand, don’t you?  Everybody worships; everybody serves somebody.  
The ability and drive to worship is factory installed!  Basic equipment in human 
beings.  But…who you say you worship may not be entirely true.  What or who you 
serve is what you worship. 
 

3. Let’s take a closer look at the four potential categories that Joshua mentions here.  
 They need to choose the… 
 
 1) The idols of the place where they started out—the gods of their ancestors. 
 
 2) Or they could choose to worship the little ‘g’ gods of Egypt—where they ended up next.  
  

3) Or…door #3--the idols/gods of the people and culture where they now lived; Amorites 
 

 4) Joshua, an old man by now, says, “As for me and my house, we’re going to worship the 
Lord. 

 
 -So, let’s talk about how this fits us. 
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 -The word choose is a great word.  The ability to choose—to have a will, to decide—is a 
very big deal.  You will worship—so why not choose what is worthy of that kind of devotion 
and attention.  Sometimes we worship by default—you know, we slide into it without 
thinking.  

  
a. The first option is the gods of our ancestors. Long before Abraham encountered the 

one true God, he and his family worshipped the idols in Mesopotamia—which meant 
that they worshipped what everyone else worshipped—pretty much everything.  

  
-We don’t just inherit our looks and citizenship from our parents—we also 
subconsciously inherit who or what they worship. If prosperity or achievement are 
the big deal in your family—you’ll be tempted to worship them too—even if you read 
your Bible and go to church. It’s the law of exposure. What you are exposed to a lot, 
you think about a lot—and it’s what you will become.  So you have to think, “Is the 
little ‘g’ god of my parents worth throwing my life at?   
 

b. For Joshua, Door #2 was the gods of Egypt.  These are the gods of Israel’s past.  
And they’d spent 430 years in Egypt!  I’m guessing that you—like me—struggle with 
stuff from that past.  Sometimes it’s habits you indulged in, or thought patters of 
jealousy and resentment or things you owned and were way too important in your 
life. 

 
-When I was a kid, my Dad’s boss visited our home. Well, we had Skippy—the 
smiling dog—and he parked his VW bug in the back yard—Skippy’s bathroom.           
I knew Skippy smiled for a reason!  
  
-Predictably—he stepped in it and smeared it all over the clutch, brake and gas 
pedal of his car.  If you know anything about doggie do-do—you know that it stays 
with you—and has a very distinctive odour. So, Brother Henry and I had this running 
joke about Skippy. I had a paper mache mock up of doggie do-do—and put it on his 
pillow. The next night, I found it on mine!   
 
-So, here’s my point—and I do have one!  We have a way of tracking our past with 
us.  It’s not that we’re not forgiven and made new—we are.  But we keep doing the 
same stuff—worshipping the same gods, carrying the same attitudes of 
resentment, jealousy, lust, pride--stuck in the same old rut we were in BC.  
Before Christ.  
 
-See, for some, the issue isn’t choosing to follow Jesus; it’s choosing to follow Him—
and share our attention and honour with the other gods we drag with us from the 
past.  It doesn’t work!     
 

c. Of course, the third option Joshua mentions here—are the gods of the culture they 
lived in.  The actual record of Israel and their struggle with what Joshua calls the 
gods of the Amorites. In that culture, there were two main little ‘g’ gods. One was 
Ba’al—whose name meant owner, master or lord.  

 
-He was the one people turned to for having enough rain and sunshine to grow the 
crops.  From there, Ba’al’s influence spread to fertility—and eventually cult 
prostitution.  Ashtoreth was his companion goddess—and also required ritual 
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prostitution. The draw to this stuff was powerful!  Addictive!  Eventually, God had 
to send his people into quarantine to rid them of the virus!   
  
-Would you agree that this kind of worship is still around?  You don’t have to look   
too far in our culture to see the same kind of obsession with success, prosperity, 
appearance, desirability, sex and power. And so Joshua’s challenge still stands,   
Who will YOU worship?     
 
-What happened then still happens. People worship God, maker of all things, 
publicly. But then there are the closet gods!  Most people won’t even identify 
them—let alone get rid of them.  Know what’s really strange?  Sometimes we try  
to coerce God into helping us worship the little ‘g’ god in our closet!  The prayer 
goes something like this:  
 
“God, if you if You’ll make me popular, successful and rich—and do the same 
for my kids, I promise to publicly thank You for my success!  I get the 
success—you get the credit!   
 
-And God says …NO!  The prophets call this spiritual adultery. 
 

d. And that brings Joshua to his final statement here. Me and my house will serve the 
Lord! Who are YOU going to serve?  

  
 -Notice the word.  SERVE!  It’s not, “Forgive me, give me good things, and take me 

to Heaven when I die. Amen!”  The word is serve! Servants serve.  Servants do 
what their Master asks of them. Will you serve God? Will you ask, “What do you want 
me to do?” and then do it?    

 
4. So, let’s get back to the little ‘g’ god of success and achievement.  Most of us know that 

the GTA--York Region in particular is one of the favourite places to move to from many 
countries—mainly because we’re wealthy, the silicon valley of Canada.  That’s why we’re 
one of the most culturally diverse cities in the world. So. Do you think achievement and 
success is a big deal here?  You’d better believe it is!   

 
 -First, let’s distinguish from being successful at what we do—from being A SUCCESS!  

When you attempt to do something—whether it’s your first job, a sport, or a diet—you want 
to be successful.  That’s normal.  So, in our world, what is the difference between being 
successful at what you do—and being a $UCCE$$!? 

 
-To be A SUCCESS means that you’ve scored well in all the ways people keep score.  
You’ve got money, status, a great job, and a trophy husband, a trophy wife—and trophy 
kids.  People—lots of them--follow you, admire you, notice you—and all your trademark 
possessions that prove that you’re a success. If you’re a success, you’re desirable!  That 
is, people want to hang out with you, be seen with you, mate with you, help you celebrate 
your success and spend your money! 
 

 -So in the GTA, 2021, how do people keep score? In the world of athletics, being the 
quarterback of a superbowl winning team is huge. Now, if Tom Brady were a world-
champion badminton player, he wouldn’t be signing $50 million dollar contracts or marrying 
supermodels. You score—when in comparison to others you do well in a desirable field.    
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 -So, what would Jesus say to Tom Brady?  Since football hadn’t been invented then, we’ll 
have to pick something comparable from that era. It’s a man—whose story we told last 
week, but I don’t think Jesus would mind if we used it again. This guy, like Tom Brady, was 
young, accomplished and rich.  We don’t know his name—only his accomplishments. In his 
case, the sport was religion.  

 
a. To be rich, young, and a religious ruler in that culture was to be a success at all 

levels; wealth meant you were smart and that God loved you.  To be a leader meant 
that your peers saw you has having the right stuff.  To women?  This guy had the 
package!  He was way out in front—and was likely in his 20s.  

    
-The account tells us that Jesus looked deep into this guy’s eyes—and loved him!  
And because he loved him, asked him to trade in his scorecard and follow Him. It 
would be a little like asking Tom Brady to give up football, I suppose—along with his 
Superbowl rings. He didn’t exactly say “No way!” He just went away sad—because 
he had a lot riding on his scorecard.  He thought, “Who will I be without my score 
card?”   
 

b. Jesus vision of success was way different.  Counter-intuitive.  It’s found in a word 
Jesus used a lot; blessed.  The Greek word for blessed was macarios.  It meant, 
the state of happiness and well-being that the gods enjoy. Imagine that kind of 
happiness!  

 
-In fact, Christians often used the word blessed as a more humble synonym for 
successful.   
 
-When a person of faith does really well, and someone comments on their success, 
they will usually smile and humbly say, “Well, I’ve been blessed!” What that usually 
means is, “You’d better believe I’m successful—but I don’t want to jinx it by being 
proud!”  
  

c. But Jesus defined the word blessed very differently—as most of you know. And he 
starts out by saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of 
God.  You’re blessed when you realize how little you have to offer! You’re blessed  
—a success when you long more than anything else to do what’s right. You’re a 
success when you have a heart that is meek, pure, filled with mercy—and when 
making peace is the goal of your life!   

 
 -You see how it starts, right?  With being poor in spirit.  That’s very different than    

a world system where being a success is being better than others, having it all 
figured out—the one who, in every skirmish, comes out on top—and would be glad  
to give you and interview!  What Jesus said about true greatness and success starts 
with humility.     

 
d. In our world, success is defined by what you’ve achieved, what  you have, how 

much money you have, and who you play golf with.  Character, love, grace, spiritual 
depth and making a difference really has nothing to do with success as most people 
see it.    
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 -So, if you’re a success, what then?  Well, you enjoy the run—because, see, 
success doesn’t last. Someone comes along who’s a younger, richer, more 
important ruler. So—what then?  Well, the clock runs out—and you hand in your 
soul to the One who gave it to you. In our world, we call it a person’s 15 minutes of 
fame.  Sometimes it’s more than that—but then there are other younger, richer 
rulers—or actresses—or business-owners—or….  What then?  Well, eventually—
sad to say—time runs out.   

 
-The shock for many very successful people at that point is like Solomon’s; they 
realize that they were actually serving other gods—the ladder they climbed was 
leaning against the wrong building!  And all this happened while they were 
celebrities!  Even the builder—and patron for a magnificent temple erected to the 
God of the Universe. 
 
-Jesus put it in stark terms—words that are crystal clear and simple to understand: 
   
For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for 
me will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet 
lose or forfeit their very self? (Luke 9:24-25 NIV)   
 

5. Here’s where you and I need to be really careful in a world with a skewed, twisted  
 idea of success! The false prophets of success will tell you that you have to pay attention 

to their trinity: money, achievement and power. They all depend on each other, see.  
Achievement always includes some sort of financial reward and gives you power over 
others. 

   
-You see it, right?  People want to be with, look up to, admire, give kudos to people who 
seem to be successful.  When people seem to be successful, others want to know what 
they think—and come to them for advice—just like they did Solomon.   
 

 -Does anyone know where this leads—almost without exception?  It leads to pride.  And 
pride is what makes us impossible for God to deal with.  Our only shot at being healed is to 
be taken down.  Now, I know I’m running out of time—but I want to say two really, really 
important things. 

 
a. As I watch parents training up their kids here in this part of the GTA, I see a lot of 

parents whose clear goal is for their children to ACHIEVE and be SUCCESSFUL.  
Why?  Well, mainly it’s about the bragging rights.  That’s MY girl!  Some parents 
would admit, “We brought you to Canada so you could get the best education!  
Why?  So you could get a prestigious job! Which is…?  A job that elevates  you in 
the eyes of others and pays a lot of money!  

  
 -Here’s my question; Is that what God is hoping for?  See, there’s not a thing 

wrong with doing well—very well!  With using all the gifts, opportunities and abilities 
God has given us.  But to push your children at what our culture calls success is,   
I believe, a mistake. What parents are communicating is that the little ‘g’ god of 
success is worthy of our worship. And it is not!  It might actually be revealing where 
you worship!   
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 -Hey, it could be that this all circles around—not to their happiness—but to yours 
because you believe that having successful children with prestigious jobs adds to 
you success as a parent!  What if, as Jesus says, they gain the world—and lose their 
souls?  Lose the plot?  Trade God for a handful of cheap trinkets of success—and 
miss the glory of knowing Jesus and building treasure in Heaven?  

 
b. The second important thing is this. Success—as our world sees it—leads directly to 

something God hates which is pride. The key to success in God’s eyes—blessed  
is humility. Strange, isn’t it, that achievement and success in our world system 
appears to be the mortal enemy of true success—because when you’re successful 
and desirable and noteworthy in our world--you begin to believe  your own press.  
And when you do—it is almost impossible to step back into how Jesus defines a 
successful or blessed life.   

 
-Where you’re humble, you realize that no matter how capable and smart and 
talented you are—you have nothing on your own to offer to God; that you long to do 
what’s right—more than you long to win and be admired!   
 

c. If you look at how our world defines being a success, Jesus was a failure. He never 
met with kings; was despised by all the important people of his day, never made any 
money to speak of, and died a criminal’s death.  And yet Jesus DEFINES true 
success. For Him success is loving God with all you are—and loving others in a way 
that is unmistakable.   

 
d. How Jesus dealt with this young, wealthy, successful guy brings out the toughest 

thing about clearing your heart of little ‘g’ gods like success. These gods don’t just 
move over or go away; They have to be replaced. And that’s what Jesus offered 
this guy; “Why don’t you follow me instead of the little ‘g’ god of prosperity and 
success?”  But he wouldn’t!   

 
6. Is it so easy to get taken in and fooled by the little ‘g’ god of success. I know, because, see, 

I think that’s what I did. When I went to university and seminary and traveled as I did—I saw 
a lot. And see, I didn’t just want to be a pastor—I wanted to be…successful. At the time,    
I honestly didn’t think that I was running after the little ‘g’ god of success. I mean, I really 
wanted to honour God with my life. I wanted people’s lives to change. I wanted to make a 
difference!   

 
 -But the sneaky little voice in my heart said, “But it wouldn’t hurt if I could write a book, 

be noticed, loved and sought after!” It was ugly stuff—and I just didn’t see it—and 
therefore couldn’t fully turn away and replace it. That was one of the factors that pushed   
me toward being a workaholic—which hurt Lori and my kids as well.   

 
a. This didn’t hit me like a sucker punch; it was more like a dawning realization as I 

looked back over my life. Recently 4 super-stars of the Kingdom went down—people 
I, in some respects, had put on a pedestal. They were respected; successful, sought 
after speakers and influencers.  

  
-Three of them messed up morally—in ways I never saw or suspected—until it all 
came crashing down. The most recent was Ravi Zacharias. I loved that man—loved 
his mind—loved what he did for the kingdom. Now? What a mess! 
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b. Here’s my thought—and I’ll just leave it with you.  I think it’s really, really, really, 
REALLY hard to be seen as a success—to have the power and advantage  that 
comes with that—and keep your head on straight!   

 
c. You have to be honest. If success—as defined by the world system, not by Jesus--is 

really important to you—it is likely a little ‘g’ god. And if you’re not careful, you’ll trade 
your soul for it—and then it will abandon you on the day Jesus calls you to give an 
account on what your life was really all about! 


