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1. This morning, I'd like to start with a little exercise of trust, and I want to ask you to play along 

with me. Okay? What I want you to do is take out your wallet or whatever it is you use to 
hold your money and credit cards. If you’re still in your PJs you may have to go find it. 

 
 -Now, just hold your wallet and look at it for a minute. Caress it if you like. Speak gently to  

it--kiss it. Open it up--and put it in the form of a little building--like this. What you are holding 
in your hands is the temple of the 21st century.  It was the temple of the 20th century, too, 
and the 19th. You hold in your hands what most people in our world believe contains the 
secret to happiness. Jesus talked about the “god” Mammon. This is where he lives.   

 
 a. Please don't misunderstand my starting point. There's nothing wrong with money.  

Jesus made, used and spent money.  Money can do a tremendous amount of good.  
God is a God of abundance—not a God of cheapness and austerity.  But He is clear, 
that we are to have no other gods before us.  

  
  -Idolatry is not about bowing to and burning incense to statues; it’s about making      

a good thing, god. Mammon is what the Jesus called money and stuff when it 
possesses our hearts and runs our lives  And we're tempted to give this money god 
the power to make us feel successful, secure, worth something. 

 
 b. Because of the power invested in this little strip of leather, it is very difficult for people 

to surrender control of it.  So, if you’re with someone as you watch this, hand your 
wallet to them—and then we’re going to receive the online offering you’ve always 
wanted to give. 

 
  - No, just give it back.  I said--GIVE IT BACK!.  Now--breath a huge sigh of relief--

and put it somewhere very safe. 
 

c. Paul closes this letter to the Philippians by telling them how to live with sanity in a 
world of wallet-worshippers.  Here’s what I know; if you worship cold hard cash like 
the rest of our world does, you will not find peace—or contentment—or make the 
difference you were created to make.  If, on the other hand, you deny the wallet-god 
power over your heart, something happens deep inside.   

 
 -It’s called freedom!  That will set you free in ways you have never been free.   
 And the truth of what Paul says her, “And my God will supply all your needs” 

becomes very real.  But it’s tough—and takes faith!  
  

2. What’s interesting about this passage is that it’s filled with language you would find in the 
Wall Street Journal of the First Century.  It’s investment talk.  To invest is to believe in 
something enough to put money and time into it.  I’m guessing that most of you have 
invested in something. 
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-Now, this is the question:  Why do people take money that they could spend on 
something else that's tangible--and invest it?  Sometimes it’s to avoid paying taxes 
—but most people invest because they are thinking about the future. I think you  
would agree that to invest is wise.   
 
When you invest, you exercise delayed gratification to serve a better purpose.   
And investing takes faith--faith in the institution who holds your money and trust  
in the person who manages it.  That you’ll be better off because you invested.  
 

 a. So, try this; close your eyes and think about the person who does your investing    
for you. Now, replace that person’s face with Jesus—and imagine Him looking you  

  in the eye and saying, "Would you let me be your investment counselor?  
  Would you invest what you have in what I'm doing to make all things right in this 

world—forever? If you will, the interest will be way beyond your wildest dreams.  
  But you have to trust me.” 
 
  -So. What would you say if Jesus did that? See, that is not just a theoretical question.  

That's exactly what Jesus asked for.  Giving is the investment opportunity of a 
lifetime!   

 
 b. Just to be clear, Jesus’ teaching on this is all through the records of His life.  
 
  …Store up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.  (Matthew 6:20-21 NIV) 

 
  Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure 
you use, it will be measured to you. (Luke 6:38 NIV) 

 
  -Added to this, there’s Jesus’ story about a wealthy farmer who built more storage 
   to stockpile his food – all for himself. God called him a FOOL!  
 
  -It is impossible to read the New Testament and not see Jesus ongoing counsel  
  to invest our lives and resources heavily in His work in this world--in people. 
 
 c. Another surprising word Jesus chooses in referring to us is the title steward.         

The very last parable Jesus told before going to the cross uses this imagery.         
Our culture’s equivalent would be either the CFO of a company—or, on the  

  personal level, an  investment counselor.   
 
  -Now, if you are an investment counselor, what is your relationship with the money 

entrusted to you?  Does it belong to you?  What is your responsibility to the owners?  
What would happen if you just decided that it should belong to you because it came 
to you—and bought a Leer jet with it? 

 
 d. Jesus makes an assumption in all his parables about us as stewards that God made 

everything—and therefore is sovereign over it.  So, if God owns everything, what 
does He expect of us—as managers. Stewards? 

    



 

 

3 

-Well, first, He wants us to enjoy it. He loves to give us good gifts. He wants us to 
take good care of what He's given us--use wisdom and restraint.  But He also wants 
to grow our hearts. He wants us to learn to love Him and love others with it.  
That’s the definition of generosity.  
  
-The scary part of this is that there is no apparent accountability for how we use what 
God has given us--at least at this point. No letters. No annual audits. Just trust.  
He provides—and waits to see what we’ll do. 
 

3. And that’s what brings us to the end of this letter Paul wrote to the Philippian church. Let 
me remind you of a few facts about these people.  First, they were ground level investors.  
At what you could call the IPO of the Gospel in their area, they somehow saw beyond the 
immediate into eternity. They didn’t just throw pennies—they invested deeply.    

 
Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance  
with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with  
me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; for even when I was  
in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I was in need. Not that  
I desire your gifts; what I desire is that more be credited to your account. I have 
received full payment and have more than enough. I am amply supplied, now  
that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant 
offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my God will meet all  
your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.  
(Philippians 4:15-19 NIV) 
  
-Most investors have cash to spare.  They didn't.  In encouraging another church to learn 
the beauty of generosity, Paul says that their giving was an expression of the grace of God.  
 
We want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 
Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up 
in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even 
beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the 
privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.  And they did not do as WE expected, 
but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.  
(2 Corinthians 8:2-5 NIV) 
 
-There’s a very strange formula here: Overflowing joy + extreme poverty = rich generosity.  
  

 a. Paul describes the experience of the Philippians as a severe trial. Paul had been 
beaten and jailed there. And it didn’t get easier for them. To identify with this group 
called The Way made you a pariah.  People wouldn’t hire you or do business with 
you. Imagine what it would be like if that happened to you--no welfare checks—
nothing!  You’d think, “Well God certainly wouldn’t be expecting anything from me!” 
Yet they apparently pleaded with Paul for the privilege of helping others!  Why?  
They had faith!  

  
  -People don't start giving because they have more money. People start giving when 

they have more joy!  People give when they are not dependent on the contents of 
this little leather temple for their next happiness fix. 
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-In fact, the stats have always shown that the people who make more money 
actually tend to give less.  An article in time magazine pointed out that the income  
of people in Massachusetts is ranks #4 in the US.  And yet they give less than 
people in Mississippi whose average income is ranked #49 out of 50 states.   
 

 b. And that brings us to a comment Paul makes here—after thanking the Philippians  
  for investment:   
 
  Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what might be credited to 

your account (Philippians 4:17 NIV)   
 
  Paul is using RRSP language. Wall Street or Bay Street language. Now, that's odd, 

isn't it? 
   
  -A few weeks ago in the message on debt, I mentioned that wise people get interest 

working for them instead of against them. You know this, right?  Money multiplies 
when you invest it properly.  So think about a different kind of currency. Paul, the 
author, has been dead now for 1956 years.  

  
  -The impact that Paul has had on people—and on every nation for almost 2000 years 

is impossible to calculate. For example, try to imagine how many people have come 
to faith in Jesus because of his life and ministry.  I’d say a billion people would be a 
conservative number—and those people have impacted all they’ve touched.    

 
  -Let's just talk about cold, hard cash.  Let's say that someone from Philippi could only 

invest a dollar in Paul's ministry--but they gladly and sacrificially gave it. And then it 
gained interest for 1956 years. With a really long term investment like that, I'll bet 
you could get 10% a year.  How many of you can guess how much that dollar would 
be worth now. Multiple guess: 1) $10 million; 2) $10 billion,3) $10 trillion, 4) $10 
quadrillion. 5) None of the above. 

   
  -The correct answer is 1.131 with 80 zeros after it—the number of atoms in the 

known universe—with a human hair being 1 million atoms thick.  That’s one dollar, 
one loonie--and the power of interest.  The First Philippian National Bank closed 
years ago.   

 
  -Only one bank could pay interest for 1956 years. Only one bank could then multiply 

that exponentially by the souls of people who have been changed. Souls so valuable 
to God that He would give His Son to save them.  Does that makes sense of Paul’s 
words, I’m looking for what might be credited to your account! And that is why 
giving is the investment you can’t afford to miss! 

 
4. This passage goes on to tell us what else happens when we give.  First, giving meets the 

very real needs of very real  people. Paul says:  
 
 I have received full payment and even more.  I am amply supplied, now that I have 

received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. (Philippians 4:18a NIV) 
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-Now, we know that’s a reason to give—even to charities that benefit animals and  
(I shudder to think of it) cats! It doesn’t take faith to see that people—organizations 
—have needs that need to be met to do what they do. It doesn’t take faith to see that.  
    

 a. What we miss is God's perspective. God sees the nickels and dimes—the blankets, 
food, writing materials—normal stuff very differently.  

  
  They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 

(Philippians 4:18b NIV)    
 
  The same language is used to describe Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. 
 
 b. But you can’t call it a sacrifice if it’s not a sacrifice, can you? That got real clear  
  one day when Jesus was watching people giving their offerings at the Temple.  
  The person He praised was not some of the people who were giving some serious 

coin.  It was a woman who gave 2 tiny coins. He said, “They’re giving what they’ll 
never miss; she’s giving all she has to live on.” 

 
 c. When God's children sacrifice; something happens in his heart—because He’s our 

Father. It moves Him—just like it moved Jesus' heart to see this poor woman give all 
she had. 

 
  -I’ve always enjoyed the writings of John Ortberg. He  tells the story of a time when 

their family went to a beach in California and he left his wallet unguarded on the 
beach while he played with the kids.  When he got back, the $60 allowance he’d 
gotten from his wife, Nancy--was gone. He felt he should be reimbursed. She said, 
“No!  It’s like leaving a sign that says, "Please take this money. I don't want it!"   

  They apparently had quite a lengthy discussion about it!  
 
  -When they got home, his 5 year old son who'd watched the whole thing go down 

brought John a little bag of pennies he’d been saving and said, "Dad, I want you to 
have these."  John said, "No, Johnny, they're yours. You keep them." And he said, 
"Dad, I want you to have them.  I need to give them to you." 

   
  -Well, he was so happy to give them, that he went back to his room and brought a 

bag of nickels and dimes—then a bag of quarters.  I NEED to give these to you!  
  
  -John writes, "Then, he did something I will remember for a long time. He came back 

downstairs a final time, and he brought with him $10. He had been saving for a long 
time to buy a Mighty Morphin Power Ranger.  Now, when you're five years old, $10 
is like a down payment on a house.   

 
  -It's a lot of money....For a five year old, it's the savings of a lifetime. Yet, there he 

stood with that $10 in his hand putting it in my hand saying, "Dad, I want to give this 
to you."  John says, "I got so choked up, I was almost tempted to give it back to him."  
And that is what goes on in the heart of the Father when we sacrifice to gladly and 
cheerfully give to Him. 
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5. Now, think about something for a minute.  The Bible is crystal clear on this issue of giving.  
We know that. It starts at the beginning with Abel’s offering—right on through Jesus’ ministry 
to the letters of Paul, Peter and James. The problem is that because of the demands of this 
little leather temple, this God "Mammon"--it got twisted and perverted again and again. 

 
-It got so twisted and perverted that by 500 B.C. God's people were treating him like the 
family dog instead of the guest of honor—and giving Him leftovers.  No one serves 
leftovers to a King!   
   

 a. And yet, the word leftovers describes a lot of what happens between us and God.  
We make sure we get what we want—and God gets what’s left—if, in fact, there’s 
anything leftover.  To be clear, that’s not an act of worship; that’s an insult.  
Especially when He gave His best—His Son—and we ask Him to keep giving his 
best—to US!   

 
  -To put it crassly, God is not just in the business of saving our souls--he wants to 

save our wallets; He wants to redeem this little leather temple and break the power  
  of discontentment and greed and self-interest in our lives.  
  
 b. And most of us know what our biggest problem is in giving; It’s fear.  What if…?  

What if I don’t have enough?  See, the marketing lie is that money and stuff brings 
happiness and security.   

 
  So we think, “Wait! I’m giving away my own happiness!”  And the real truth for some 

is—they’re giving the god that they really trust!  
 
  -Right after talking about worry, Jesus said: 
 
  Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you  
  the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for 

yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where 
no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. (Luke 12:32-34 NIV) 

 
 c. This is seen all through Jesus’ ministry.  Remember the little boy who gave Jesus 

his bag lunch?  It looked like he’d have to fast that day!  Instead, not only did he eat, 
5000 people ate—and there was plenty left.  But you see, for this to happen, it had to 
pass from his hands to Jesus’ hands. 

 
  -That brings us directly something Paul says here that you could call the 419 

Principle.  
  

And my God will meet ALL your needs according to his glorious riches in 
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:19) 
 

  -So, let me ask:  What are your needs this morning?  All of them?  I’m guessing that 
they include more than money and stuff.  Now, just think about God’s glorious 
riches—which Jesus made possible.   
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  What do you think Jesus’ net worth is? God is promising here that if we will open 
our hearts and love Him and others with what He’s given us, He will dip into His 
treasury and meet the needs of our lives.  

 
 d. This is easy to talk about—tough to live! Here’s why; It puts your faith right where 

the rubber meets the road.  When followers of Jesus believe Him—and give—it is  
  the single most counter-cultural thing we do. Here’s why; we’re just giving away 

Mammon—the paycheck, the career, the stock market, the investment—this little 
leather temple—that people will steal for, cheat for, and sell their souls for. 

   
  -If we refuse—as so many people do--God says, "Let's do a faith-check here.   
  Do you really believe that eternity is just as real as this life?  Do you really believe 

that I keep my promises—all of them?" And, truth is, we either believe--or we don't. 
 
 e. I just want to tell you from personal experience that what Paul says here is absolutely 

true.  YOU CAN'T OUTGIVE GOD!--and I dare you to try it!  See, I was raised in a 
home where my parents lived by this principle. They didn’t teach me how to manage 
and invest—I know that—but they did teach me the most valuable principle of all:  
Generosity with others and God. They taught me that God would supply every need.  
I've believed it, and I've lived it--and God has never, ever let me down. 

 
-And you need to know that when this 419 principle says all your needs, that's what 
it means. And we have a lot of needs. Does anyone need wisdom for raising kids?  
Healing? Joy? Meaning? Does anyone need insight?  Contentment? How about 
patience?  Or strength—or courage? 
 

6. Here’s my challenge: Why don’t you make 419 Principle the major financial principle that 
you live your life by? That God is the One ultimately responsible for your financial welfare    
--as you honor Him with a cheerful, generous heart. My God will meet all your needs 
according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

 
-Let me give you a for example. Jesus said that if we love God with all our heart, soul, 
strength and mind—and love others as we love ourselves—we will fulfill what God asks      
of us.  That’s what He expects. If you are fully devoted to Jesus, then you have to ask,  
Does the way I spend my money reflect my love for God and for others? 
   
-Does the way I spend my money reflect what I say I believe; that the Church is the  
hope of the world, that eternity is real; that every person has a soul that God  
made and cherishes; that God is the only real source of lasting security and 
contentment—not money?  
  

 a. Now, I realize that we're all at different stages of this. So, let me suggest a path        
of growth that may fit where you're at right now. 

 
*Maybe you've never given.  So…start. Try it.  See what it feels like. If you think this 
is a ploy to get more money for TOB, give somewhere else. 
 
*Maybe you at some point started—but, to be honest, your giving has been based on 
the attitude and money du jour. So, the next step is to give consistently.   
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God says in Malachi, “Give a tenth. Give your first and best. Test Me in this—and 
see what happens!  So—test him!   
 

 b. Maybe your giving has become a hassle. You grumble! 
  It’s like you’re paying your taxes. If so, you need to ask God to change your heart  

and bring back the joy that generosity is supposed to bring. 
 

-Or it could be that you tithe—always have, always will—but it’s gotten predictable 
and safe.  It could be that maybe you need to do something unusual and feel the 
edge of sacrifice in your giving. The next step for you is to stretch. Try giving what 
you can't afford to give--see what happens. 
 

7. In case you didn't know, there's another Ken Davis who's famous and really funny. I’d like  
 to read a story he tells in one of his books, then one challenge—and then we’re done.  
 
 A pastor friend of mine, Joel Morgan, planned on visiting missionaries in Eastern 

Europe. He asked friends who traveled in that area what he ought to pack. There  
were many helpful suggestions, but everyone agreed that he ought to bring extra 
food.  While staying in rural villages with no electricity and no running water, they 
might be forced to go without meals. It'd be wise to have easily packed snacks on 
hand for emergency rations.  

 One missionary warned Joel to bring more than he'd need; some of his supplies 
might be confiscated by customs. Joel asked himself some questions as he 
wandered through a grocery store; "What wouldn't catch the eye of a customs 

  agent? What won't spoil? What will serve as an energy boost?"   
 And he whispered this prayer:  "Lord, you know the things I'll need and the things 

that will make it through customs. I'm just gonna walk down these aisles, trusting  
 you to prompt me to select the right items.   
 Instantly his eyes fell on a case of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups. He put a king size 

pack of them in his cart. Farther down the aisle, he was drawn to a pack of Tapioca 
Pudding snacks. Finally he scooped up some cans of fruit cocktail, some gum and 
some hard candy. "Surely," he thought, "these items will tide me over if I get hungry." 

 On the fourth day of the trip Joel arrived in Timousoura, Romania. He would spend 
several days with a couple who had labored for 14 months there. The family had  

 been sent there by a national missions organization, but for all practical purposes, 
they'd been forgotten. They faced harsh conditions. Heat and electricity were often 
turned off for days. Joel and his team were the first English-speaking people the 
missionaries had seen in 6 months. The simple opportunity to talk to someone was 
cause for celebration, and their two teenage daughters were starved for anything 
American.  
Joel spent some time chatting and praying with the missionaries, when he suddenly 
thought about the survival goodies he'd purchased for himself more than a week 
before. He had an idea. It was only October, but why not use those snacks to 
celebrate an early Christmas? He retrieved his backpack with all the goodies securely 
hidden inside. Then he sat down with the family in their living room. Joel took the role 
of Santa Claus and played it to the hilt. He asked the two teenage girls, "If you could 
have anything from the US, what would it be?" In unison, they chimed out, "Candy!"  
"What kind?" Joel asked, confident they'd take anything he offered. The mother 
chimed in: 
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 "The girls love Reese's Peanut Butter Cups, but they're not available in this part of 
the world." With a lump in his throat, Joel reached into the backpack and pulled out 
the king-size pack he'd smuggled into the country (customs agents do like peanut 
butter cups!) The girls jumped up and down laughing as they held their new treasure 
between them. 

 Joel wiped a tear from his eye as he asked the mother, "What item from back home 
would brighten your day?" It was a risk. What if she wanted, say, a side of beef!   

 But with one miracle in the bag already, what could go wrong?  "I miss fruit," the 
mother replied a bit sheepishly, "especially citrus."  Joel reached into Santa's bag 
and extracted a can of fruit cocktail and a tin of Mandarin oranges. Now everybody 
was laughing and wiping away tears of joy. 

 After a time of time of celebration and amazement, Joel turned to the father. The 
backpack was nearly empty. He considered removing the few items and asking the 
father to make a selection. Two out of three miracles ain't bad, so why press his 
luck?  But something deep in Joel's soul shouted, "Go for it!"  Before he could argue 
with God, he heard himself ask, "Gary, what's your favorite dessert?"  This wonderful 
servant of God smiled and said, "It's something no one else no one else in the world 
likes. Tapioca Pudding!" Joel nearly injured himself pulling the pudding from the 
pack and then racing across the room to show him the Super-4 Snack Pack of 
Tapioca Pudding God had prompted him to buy 7 days before, 4000 miles away. 

 What followed was praise and worship in it's purest form; nine people crowded into  
 a tiny living room in Romania, weeping and singing praises to God.   
 That day, they gained a new appreciation of Philippians 4: 19: And my God will meet 

all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 
 
8. I want to encourage you to do some homework. It's a faith exercise. Take your wallet--this 

little leather temple where most of the people in our culture worship--or something else that 
represents what you have--bank account records, bank cards, ledgers, whatever--hold them 
up to God and say, "God, it's yours—all of it!”  

  
 -There may be some other things you have to do, to confess  You may have to confess your 

worries to God—or fears you have that relate to that little leather temple. Maybe, like me, 
you'll have to confess some greed.  But as best as you can say, "God, it's yours."   

 And then just listen. Let the Spirit of God help you take the next step, whatever that is. 
 
 -Imagine what God could do through all of us who are part of The Olive Branch if we just 

radically lived by the 419 Principle.  That how we handle our money was not dependant  
 on Bay Street, or Wall Street—but faith in a God who keeps His promises! 
 
 -See, I believe that the God of this Universe stands in front of me… and you this morning, 

looks us in the eye, and says, "You've invested in a house. You've invested in your children. 
You've invested in RRSPs, mutual funds, and Tesla. Will you invest in what I am doing in 
the souls of men and women? 

 
-Finally—God—who owns the wealth of the universe—promises that He will meet all of our 
needs—according to His wealth in Jesus. Remember the tea pot? The only way to keep 
serving tea is to fill it, empty it while it’s hot, fill it, empty it, fill it, pour it out. God says, “I’ll 
be in charge of filling it; will you commit yourself to having a spout?” 


