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1. Almost every family that I’m aware of has someone in their home who introduces chaos to 

pretty much every family gathering—at least for a season or two.  My Dad was the one in 
his family who did that. When he hit his teens, he rebelled—and even caught a train and ran 
away from home at 14.   

 
-Then he dropped of school, worked at a hamburger joint for a while, then for US steel—
before joining the Navy at 17. He was 18 when his aircraft carrier was hit by a kamikaze 
plane—and he almost died. From that point on—and when he returned home from the war, 
alcohol was his best friend. Most Moms have at least one child who causes them to plead 
with God to intervene. Dad was that child.   
 
-But in all this chaos the God of shalom was at work doing something really, really good.  
Anyone who knew him would say that he was one of the kindest, most loving and generous 
persons they’d ever met.  
 
a. Without asking for a show of hands, I’m guessing that most of you had at least one 

family member who introduced chaos to every Christmas gathering they were a part 
of.  You all know what it’s like; they walk in and the whole room tightens up:   

 Okay—what will they pull THIS year?! 
 
 -Some of you have family members that you love – but you’re a honestly a little 

embarrassed by them—because they’ve left a t114 
 rail behind them.    
 
b. Now, here’s what’s fascinating. Sometimes the chaos is there because of a bunch of 

bad decisions.  Sometimes there’s chaos in the home because upheaval is part of 
life.  If you doubt me, move your family to another city in another country. I know—
cause we did that. 

 
-But the other side of this—is chaos created because someone has been willing to 
do what God asked, even when it’s difficult, controversial—or even heart-breaking!  

 And that would describe the birth of God’s Son—Jesus.  See, sometimes God 
introduces chaos to bring shalom.  Peace.  Here’s what I know; Peace is 
possible—no matter what chaos you find yourself in the middle of. And we are            
right in the middle of chaos, aren’t we?   

 
-Because of that chaos, our world—the people you know—need peace. To get even 
more specific—I need, you need, and they need the presence and kindness and 
grace of Jesus—Prince of Peace.  So, I want to point to Him! 
 

2. The story of Jesus’ birth—now widely known as The Christmas Story—begins with two 
scenarios.  One of them features Zechariah and Elizabeth—an elderly faithful couple—just 
doing every day what God has asked them to do. What’s disappointing about live is that 
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their faithfulness has never been rewarded by an heir, a child—which they’d prayed for all 
their lives.   

  
 -Zechariah’s role as a priest made him a part of the religious establishment.  He actually 

inherited the job from his ancestor, Aaron—Moses’ brother.  As part of the temple system, 
he’s been chosen by lot—that is, literally, a roll of the dice, to burn incense in the temple.  
The incense was a symbol of the prayers of all who stood outside praying.  

  
-This temple was magnificent—way more impressive than any building downtown. But the 
job had become routine.  He wasn’t expecting anything—until Gabriel showed up! 
   
Unannounced, an angel of God appeared just to the right of the altar of incense. 
Zachariah was paralyzed in fear. But the angel reassured him, “Don’t fear, Zachariah. 
Your prayer has been heard. Elizabeth, your wife, will bear a son by you. You are to 
name him John. You’re going to leap like a gazelle for joy, and not only you—many 
will delight in his birth. He’ll achieve great stature with God.  He’ll drink neither wine 
nor beer. He’ll be filled with the Holy Spirit from the moment he leaves his mother’s 
womb. He will turn many sons and daughters of Israel back to their God. He will 
herald God’s arrival in the style and strength of Elijah, soften the hearts of parents to 
children, and kindle devout understanding among hardened sceptics—he’ll get the 
people ready for God.” Zachariah said to the angel, “Do you expect me to believe 
this? I’m an old man and my wife is an old woman.” (Luke 1:12-17 MSG) 
 
-For the record—angels almost always introduce chaos in the Bible records. 
 
a. To feel what Zechariah felt, imagine that you and your spouse are in your 70’s, 

you’re settling into semi-retirement.  You’ve always wanted children, but have grown 
used to the quiet of your little home where you will live out your days.  People in their 
20s and 30s love adventure and change—sometimes—but the thought of bringing 
the chaos of a toddler into your home?  Not so much!   

 
 -And having a baby then was way different than now—no microwave, bottles, 

washing machine, or Pampers!   That was not for the faint of heart—or old people!  
And there was no relief!  No day-care, pre-school—nothing!  This would be a lonely 
journey—cause all of their peers had adult grand-children by now!  

  
b. Talk about chaos in the house!  And that’s not all.  Their son, John—later 

nicknamed The Baptist, came in the spirit and power of Elijah.  Elijah was a high 
octane guy!  Prophets always kept stuff stirred up.  

 
 -And here’s what’s fascinating, their little boy, John the Baptist would be the enemy of 

the establishment!  Even when the religious professionals like his Dad, Zechariah, 
came to be baptized by him—he wasn’t at all flattering!   

 
 When John realized that a lot of Pharisees and Sadducees were showing up for 

a baptismal experience because it was becoming the popular thing to do, he 
exploded: “Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re doing slithering down 
here to the river? Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is going to 
make any difference? It’s your life that must change, not your skin!   

 (Matthew 3:7-8 MSG) 
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 -I’m guessing some of these guys were his Dad’s friends and co-workers of his 
Dad’s!  So imagine, at the age of 80, having a teenage prophet at your table who is 
opposed to most of what you stand for!  How many of you think that the angel 
Gabriel may have brought amazing news—AND some serious chaos to this family?  
Maybe Zechariah was more afraid of the prophecy coming true than he was the 
angel!   

 
c. So—let’s add to the chaos!  Zechariah has been plodding faithfully for years. 

He doesn’t even believe the angel--that his prayer has been answered—that good 
things—best things—are reserved for his final years.  Even when an angel brings 
the news he won’t believe!  
  

 -And when he gets home, he can’t talk because he wouldn’t believe—and she’s the 
one who will have the b baby!  And yet…?  All of this chaos is all part of God bringing 
peace to the world—intervening in human history—powerfully drawing fathers to their 
children—and people to their God.   
Sometimes God introduces chaos to bring shalom! 

 
3. So, the angel Gabriel then gets ready for his next stop—6 months from this moment—and 

about 70 miles away in Nazareth.  We have no idea what time Gabriel showed up—or 
where Mary was—but she was apparently entering a building of some kind—and he was 
there.  So, imagine being a girl—about 14 years old—home alone or in the family shed--
when a man you don’t know just walks in on you—and tells you it’s your lucky day!  Well, 
not quite—let me read it: 

 
 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to the 

Galilean village of Nazareth to a virgin engaged to be married to a man descended 
from David. His name was Joseph, and the virgin’s name, Mary. Upon entering, 
Gabriel greeted her: 
“Good morning!  You’re beautiful with God’s beauty, beautiful inside and out! God be 
with you.”  She was thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind a greeting like 
that. But the angel assured her, “Mary, you have nothing to fear. God has a surprise 
for you: You will become pregnant and give birth to a son and call his name Jesus.  
He will be great, be called ‘Son of the Highest.’ The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David; He will rule Jacob’s house forever—no end, ever, to his 
kingdom.” Mary said to the angel, “But how? I’ve never slept with a man.” The angel 
answered, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, the power of the Highest hover over 
you; Therefore, the child you bring to birth will be called Holy, Son of God.  And did 
you know that your cousin Elizabeth conceived a son, old as she is? Everyone called 
her barren, and here she is six months pregnant! Nothing, you see, is impossible with 
God.” And Mary said, “Yes, I see it all now: I’m the Lord’s maid, ready to serve. Let it 
be with me just as you say.” Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:26-38 MSG) 
 
-Luke, the author of this account had interviewed a lot of people to write this narrative.                  
I’m guessing one of those people was Mary. The words, thoroughly shaken were, I’m 
guessing, her words. See, Mary was already on a predictable path.  
 
-Her parents had planned out her marriage years before. She was engaged; that is, her 
Dad had promised her to another family with a son.  It was a done deal. Imagine, at 7 or 8, 
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having your parents say, “See, that boy over there?  You’re gonna get married some day 
when he’s saved up enough money.” 
 
-So, as Zechariah was plodding along in his duties as a priest, Mary was plodding along in 
the predictable route to marriage, kids, grandkids…etc.. That is, until Gabriel showed up.  
What he told her was very clear; she would be the mother of the promised Messiah.  
The angel said that the child already had a name; God with us—and that he would rule  
on David’s throne—forever.  Mary knew what this meant.  But it’s different when it happens 
to you!  Imagine being a 14 year old girl—and carrying the weight of that conversation on 
your heart and mind.  I mean, who do you tell?  The words, thoroughly shaken spell 
CHAOS!  The clear message from Gabriel was that this was going to happen now—before 
her wedding.  
 
a. I’m guessing that the stress of this was immense.  It’s tough enough in our culture to 

handle something like this.  Back then being pregnant out of wedlock carried a moral 
stigma—and it was life-threatening.  The penalty in Jewish communities was death 
by stoning.  

  
 -But what we find out is that Gabriel’s description of Mary as beautiful inside and out, 

honoured by God—was true.  Her honour, over the centuries, has only increased!   
 But that’s not what her family and neighbours in this small town saw! Mary was 

a 14 year old pregnant girl with a wild story about an angel and carrying the Jewish 
Messiah.  

 
b. If God were trying to prevent chaos, he would’ve had Gabriel make about 2 or 3 

dozen stops to let everyone know what was going on—that Mary was the most 
honoured girl in the world. But they didn’t know her as the Virgin Mary!  If a girl 
was pregnant—she wasn’t a virgin.  Period.    

 
c. Now, Mary knew that the secret growing in her was a good secret—but no one else 

did.  The language of the narrative makes it clear that Mary left to visit her relative, 
Elizabeth—almost immediately.  Now, we don’t know the back story on this at all.  

  
-We don’t know if Mary and her parents had a heated discussion around the kitchen 
table while everyone else hid in their rooms…or not. I’m guessing that it was Mary’s 
idea to get out of town.  It’s also possible that her parents made her leave to sidestep 
the scandal.  But it happened immediately: 
 

 Mary didn’t waste a minute. She got up and traveled to a town in Judah in the 
hill country, straight to Zechariah’s house, and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby in her womb leaped. She was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and sang out exuberantly, You’re so blessed among 
women, and the babe in your womb, also blessed!  (Luke 1:39-42 MSG) 

 
 -If you can read between the lines, it’s clear that God gave her that magnificent plan!  

Who else would understand God’s miraculous intervention in Mary’s life—but a 
woman with a similar experience.  Gabriel, remember, tipped her off.  God had 
planned for Mary to be understood, loved, and encouraged.  And Mary helped 
Elizabeth—pretty much up to her due date. 

 Sometimes God introduces chaos to bring SHALOM! 
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4. The missing piece in this narrative so far, of course, is Joseph.  Matthew is the one who 
records how all this chaos surrounding Mary hit Joseph—and how it gutted him.  

 
 The birth of Jesus took place like this. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married 

to Joseph. Before they came to the marriage bed, Joseph discovered she was 
pregnant. (It was by the Holy Spirit, but he didn’t know that.) Joseph, chagrined      
but noble, determined to take care of things quietly so Mary would not be disgraced. 
(Matthew 1:18-19 MSG)  

 
 -Now, the word chagrined means, distressed and humiliated. It’s not in the original Greek 

text; it just explains Joseph’s actions. What do you do when someone you deeply love has 
acted uncharacteristically—and blown your plans out of the water?   
 
a. I’m guessing that Joseph didn’t know anything about why Mary made this trip to visit 

Elizabeth’s—that is,  until she came back 3 months pregnant.  If Mary told him about 
Gabriel’s visit, it’s plain that he didn’t believe her story.  For him it was simply a 
fiancée who did the unthinkable—and a ruined wedding.  Trying to explain what 
happened to him would be the equivalent of a weird, “the dog ate my homework” 
story.  

  
-Guys like Joseph stayed with their parents until they had the money to prepare        
a place for their bride—that is, build an addition onto Mom and Dad’s house. 
   
-I can only imagine that chaos—and sadness around the dinner table that night 
when his family found out about Mary!  When stuff like that happens people start 
accusing one another, second-guessing decisions they’ve made.  No one sleeps 
well!  But in the middle of all this chaos and pain, Joseph final got a visit: 
    
While he was trying to figure a way out, he had a dream. God’s angel spoke     
in the dream: “Joseph, son of David, don’t hesitate to get married. Mary’s 
pregnancy is Spirit-conceived. God’s Holy Spirit has made her pregnant.      
She will bring a son to birth, and when she does, you, Joseph, will name him 
Jesus—‘God saves’—because he will save his people from their sins.” This 
would bring the prophet’s embryonic sermon to full term: Watch for this—a 
virgin will get pregnant and bear a son; They will name him Immanuel (Hebrew 
for “God is with us”). Then Joseph woke up. He did exactly what God’s angel 
commanded in the dream: He married Mary. But he did not consummate the 
marriage until she had the baby. He named the baby Jesus.  
(Matthew 1:20-25 MSG)  
 

b. It’s important to understand; this was not the instant solution that solved all the 
problems; it just gave Joseph the shalom, the peace he needed to do what God 
called him to do—no matter what anyone said.  And He was able do what no one 
else could; join Mary on her lonely, painful—but history-changing role.  A role that 
she had signed up for with her amazing words:  I am the Lord’s servant…may it be 
to me as you have said! 

 
 -Here’s what you and I need to know; there are times in life when making the right 

choice, as Joseph’s clearly was, will lead you directly into the eye of the storm.   
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 See, if Joseph wanted to spare his reputation, he could’ve done that—just blame 
it on Mary. But to spare her and do what God asked—he joined the scandal—
knowing he would be misunderstood.  

  
c. Here’s the takeaway on Joseph. There will be times in life when the path to peace, to 

being the person God wants you to be—will take you away from some of your friends 
and family, way out of your comfort zone and directly into, what seems like, chaos.  
Trouble!  And the question you’ll have to ask is, “Will I do what I know is right—or will 
I chicken out for an easier life?” See, an easier life is NOT the same as peace!   

 
 -Please understand, no one told Joseph that he would be famous some day—have 

kids wearing their Dad’s bath robes and playing his part in the story.  Truth is, he 
wouldn’t live to see Jesus even start his mission. It took courage!  It always does—to 
do what’s right.  Sometimes God introduces chaos to bring Shalom. 

 
5. What’s fascinating about Matthew’s record is that he ‘not so subtly introduces the whole 

backstory to Jesus’ lineage through—and up to—Joseph’s Dad. Luke stays out of it and 
simply says that Joseph had to go to his ancestral birthplace—Bethlehem.  Matthew takes 
pains to highlight the scandal.  Let me read it: 

 
 Judah had Perez and Zerah (the mother was Tamar), Perez had Hezron, Hezron      

had Aram, Aram had Amminadab, Amminadab had Nahshon, Nahshon had Salmon, 
Salmon had Boaz (his mother was Rahab), Boaz had Obed (Ruth was the mother), 
Obed had Jesse, Jesse had David, and David became king. David had Solomon 
(Uriah’s wife was the mother) (Matthew 1:3-6 MSG) 

 
 -In the first six verses of his account of Jesus, Matthew identifies four family scandals.    

How many of you have a few skeleton’s in the family closet? Even though Jesus was the 
Messiah, His family tree had some broken limbs!  

  
a. Judah, one of the sons of Jacob, was the one who came up with the plan to sell the 

brother they were all jealous of, into slavery in Egypt.  His heart only changed when 
through a series of complicated moves, he got his daughter-in-law Tamar pregnant 
with twins, Perez and Zerah—then they all lived together in a trailer park in Arkansas! 

   
-Just imagine sitting around the Christmas dinner table and trying to explain to your 
children why their Dad is also their Grandpa!  A-w-wkard!  
 

b. In the account of Joshua leading the Israelites into the land God had promised them, 
there’s a featured story about a pagan prostitute in Jericho—who was spared for 
hiding two men who spied out the land.  So Rahab and her family joined Israel—and 
David’s great=grandfather, Salmon married her. Meaning? Rahab the prostitute 
became David’s great-grandmother.   

 
c. Then there’s Ruth—who was from Moab. Moab  was conceived by incest between 

Lot and one of his daughters.  The Moabites were so spiritually off course that the 
law specifically aid that they could not serve in or have anything to do with the temple 
of God. And yet?  Ruth was David’s Grandmother!  And Jesus, the Son of David 
would one day teach in the temple and claim to be the human representative of the 
temple!   
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d. And then, of course, there’s David himself--Man after God’s own heart.  And he 
was completely obedient to all that God said and lived an outstanding life.  Well, 
there was the thing with Bathsheba, though.  She was his neighbor—wife of a close 
friend of his.  When his good friend, Uriah the Hittite was out fighting a battle he 
should’ve been a part of, David wanted Bathsheba, slept with her, got her pregnant, 
and then had Uriah killed to hide his dirty little secret. 

    
-And it was David and Bathsheba’s son, Solomon, who became part of the 
genealogy. Imagine everyone sitting around the Christmas dinner table and someone 
piping up and saying, “Hey Dad!  How come Bathsheba’s here? Oh, that’s right     
—you slept with her and killed her husband!  And there’s your boy!  Solomon!   
Sometimes God allows some chaos to bring shalom! 
 

6. I mean, does it seem to you that Matthew is using a fluorescent marker to highlight the 
flaws and scars on Jesus’ family tree? Why?  Well, Matthew—who name means gift of the 
Lord had his own issues!  Jesus found him at his tax collection booth—and said, “Hey you 
there—collecting taxes for the Romans!  Why don’t you follow me instead of Rome?” 

  
 -But I can guarantee you that Matthew’s family didn’t feel that he was a gift of the Lord 

when he chose to be a tax collector for the Romans.  This isn’t like someone who works for 
Revenue Canada—or for the IRS.  Matthew’s profession would be a little more like Eddie 
the Knife who collects debts for the Mafia.   

 
 -To be a tax collector, Matthew had to purchase that position.  He could then collect, not just 

the money owed—but as much as he could get away with.  And the Romans would back 
him.  See, back then if you didn’t pay your taxes, they didn’t send a letter—they sent 
soldiers.  When Matthew chose this profession, he betrayed his family, his people, his 
country, and his God. He was a traitor.  

  
-So, when Jesus calls Matthew, he throws a party to introduce all his friends to Jesus.  The 
Pharisees saw this and said, “He can’t be the Messiah—he’s hanging out with a bunch of 
bottom feeders!”  Jesus response was, “They’re the ones who need the most help!”  
  
a. In his account of Jesus, I think Matthew was saying, “It doesn’t make any difference 

what your past is; it doesn’t matter what anyone else says about you.  God is at work 
everywhere--using whoever will come—like me--to make things right on this sorry 
planet.”  For the record: 

 
 *When Judah was humiliated in front of his entire family, his heart changed.  To the 

point that he laid his life on the line to reconcile his Dad with Joseph.  And he 
became the leading brother of his family.   

 
*Rahab is listed in the Book of Hebrews as one of the heroes of the faith.  She turned 
from prostitution to follow this God of Israel when she heard about Him.   
 
*Ruth, as you know, has an entire book written about her integrity as a woman of 
God.  Her vow to Naomi, her mother-in-law, is still used in weddings:  “Where you 
go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge—your people will be my people—and your 
God will be my God!”   
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*Despite his suspicious beginnings, Solomon went on to be one of Israel’s greatest 
and wisest kings, known for proverbs like, 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.   
(Proverbs 3:8-9 NIV) 
 
Sometimes God introduces a little chaos to bring shalom!    
 

b. See, the lesson here is that God is able to work through anyone, anywhere, no 
matter who they are—or who they aren’t—to accomplish his plan. He is determined 
to make all things right on this planet—to bring everyone together, to make all things 
whole—and holy, to make love, kindness, goodness, healing and beauty the driving 
factor in this world. 
 

 -His Son, Jesus, came into this world, as a squalling vulnerable baby.  Born to a 
young woman—who, when asked, had the guts to say, “May it be to me as you’ve 
said!”, with an earthly Dad with the courage to ride his calling right into the eye of the 
storm.  

    
-From what we understand, the scent of scandal hung over the family for the rest of 
Jesus’ life.  To make all of this even worse, even Jesus’ brothers didn’t believe in Him 
until after He’d risen from the dead.  Even Mary kinda got caught up in the whole 
thing—when the whole family—including Mary—thought he’d gone crazy and 
came to take him to that culture’s equivalent of a mental hospital.   
 
-I mean, think of that!  Imagine some of the talk around their table on feast days!  
“So, Dad—are you Jesus’ biological father or not?” I mean, if he’s illegitimate, 
why should he be the big deal in our family!” Or, Aren’t you even a little concerned 
about your son’s Messiah complex? 
 

7. You know that I’m always looking for visuals, right?  As I was working on this message, one 
came to me.  It’s the imagery of panning for gold.  I even watched a video on how to do it 
right!  In 1898, gold was discovered in the Klondike—the Yukon--and 100,000 prospectors, 
pans in hand, waded  into the Yukon River. They would scoop up sand and gravel from the 
bottom—along with the water—in a pan like this. 

 
 -Question—would they find the gold if they just held the pan and looked for nuggets?  No, 

because the gold was heavier than all the other junk rocks and sand, they had to shake the 
pan—tap it—let the water slop over the side--and then a golden smile would form around 
the bottom edge.    

   
a. How many of you are a little sick of the chaos and the fear and the divisiveness and 

the suspicion that’s been going on in our world for the past 8 months?  It’s kinda 
shaken us all up!  Alcoholism is up 400%. People are bored, anxious and impatient.  
I’m tired of hearing about which group is angry now, about who won and who didn’t, 
about the lastest outbreaks—and the latest numbers—and the influence of social 
media…and, and, and…! 

 



 9 

 -Here’s one thing I know.  God didn’t cause this.  He has nothing to do with sin and 
disease and viruses.  He’s never even had a devious thought!  But I also know that 
God allows things in our lives to remove the sludge—and reveal the gold.  He allows 
things in our world that reveal that what we sometimes trust as god--money, power, 
government, entertainment, science and business—aren’t gods. They have no 
power to help us.  

  
-If what you’re trusting in to help you—can’t actually help you—wouldn’t you want 
to know that?  To trust in something that is destroying you—forever--has to be the 
mother of all betrayals.  Sometimes to save us—God has to get our attention.  
Sometimes God allows some chaos to bring shalom!    
 

b. God never grabs the world and shakes it by the scruff of the neck because He’s 
ticked off and wants kick people around and blow off a little steam. But He does 
allow tiny viruses to bring the whole world to a screeching halt—and shut everything 
down—to reveal what actually can save, love, redeem and help us—and what can’t.  
He’s panning for gold.  And sometimes the gold is only found when we get shaken 
and washed.   

 
c. What you need to know is that God has a plan. Sometimes He introduces some 

chaos to bring shalom.  His plan is bigger than peace; it’s bigger than voting in 
another government into power; it’s bigger than healing a pandemic—it’s the massive 
healing of everything!  It’s making all things right and whole again. It’s making things 
the way they ought to be!  

  
-I don’t know where the chaos is in your home, in your life, or around your table this 
Christmas. I know it’s always uncomfortable—and sometimes heartbreaking.  But 
God introduced chaos into the whole Christmas story—because history itself was 
splitting in half—and a new King was coming who would make a way to save 
everything! 
 
-Mary and Joseph had to trust God when they couldn’t trust what their parents and 
friends thought.  They needed to know—for sure—God, you’re in control and have 
a plan for good-even when things feel rotten!  We trust You!                                          
So, will you trust Him?   


