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1. I just recently bought this Turbo-Pump—as seen on TV!  I know, I’m a sucker. The ads 
portray unhappy frustrated people spilling gas all over their chain-saws, outboard engines, 
and lawnmowers. Well, I’ve been that person! So, they show happy people using it this 
pump! Turbo-Pump saves the day! Ta-da!

-Overflow can a problem.  A couple of months ago, we had a huge downpour. As I’m sitting 
in our living room—I see water pouring over the eaves troughs at the front and back of the 
house.  The overflow is supposed to travel through the troughs to a downspout and then 
…well, I’m actually not sure where—but somewhere safe! 

a. We have an oak tree in our yard—and there’s an overflow of acorns—hundreds, 
maybe thousands. The squirrels are very happy about that. Maybe even the deer     
—I’m not there when they eat breakfast. And then the overflow?  Well, they just roll 
around on the pavement or down the hill.  

-We take showers—well, I do—and I hope you do—and there’s overflow. Grey water.  
I once left a kitchen tap on all night—and created about 600 gallons of overflow!    
We take our Starbucks in the car with us—and unless there’s a cap there’s overflow! 

b. There is an overflow from our lives, you know. Our lives spill over onto the paths we 
take, the places we’ve been, the people around us—into our cars, our homes, our 
workplace, our vacation spots. It’s like DNA—it’s usually invisible. But like DNA, it’s 
there—and there’s a trail behind us. 
  
-Depending what the overflow is, that can be a good thing or a bad thing. Jesus said 
that the mouth speaks from what the heart is full of. If the heart is full of hate, lust and 
pride—that’s what spills out!  David wrote in Psalm 23 that the anointing and 
blessing of God overflows the live of people who follow the Good Shepherd—and 
that goodness and love follows them—every day of their lives.  

-What I want to talk to you about this Thanksgiving weekened—is the kind of 
overflow that God loves to see in our lives.  It’s the kind of overflow that blesses 
others and then brings more gratitude.  This overflow never ruins things—it always 
makes us better—and others better.

2. As you likely know, Thanksgiving was initiated to celebrate the overflow of God to a group  
of people who had risked their lives for a fresh start on the coast of Massachusetts. 
The year before, starvation and sickness had killed off half of them—and the kindness of the 
indigenous people around them saved their lives—and they had an overflow of food—and 
Thanksgiving to God for his goodness. 

-What they realized is something that every single person on this planet needs to know.  
Everything good, everything we love, everything we want most and need most—everything 
we hope for—comes from God. It’s simple isn’t it? So—lets just pray and get back to our 
business—and have a big meal!

-Actually, it goes way deeper than that.  All good things—come from the overflow of Who 



God is: Grace, kindness, forgiveness, love, mercy, power, strength, and hope—are all His. 
God is so huge and all encompassing that who He is spills over onto our lives.
    
-How many of you occasionally run out of patience—or forgiveness? I do! God never does!  
He never has to put up a disclaimer on his kindness or forgiveness: While supplies last!  
Let me say it like this; God is NOT a God of scarcity!  Scarcity is actually the name of      
the crippling demon that causes us to hoard, stockpile and dribble out kindness, love and 
forgiveness a drop at a time. 

a. God made all of creation to be reproduce. He declared it at the beginning;               
Be fruitful—multiply!  50 different kinds of beetles would’ve been fine; God        
made 50,000! 100 different varites of fish would’ve been fine; God made 33,000!             
And colors?  There are 50 shades of green alone!  The spillover—the overflow        
of God’s goodness is what makes the world and it’s people so varied and so 
breathtaking!  

-And think of how food reproduces. The new food at the first Thanksgiving was  
maize or corn. What was beautiful about it—was that a stalk of corn produces over 
1000 kernels of corn—each kernel with the potential to produce 1000 more! And acre 
of corn produces, potentially, 10 tons of corn—9 to feed your family and cattle, and 
another ton to plant in 2021—and extra so that deer can snack at will.

b. Just look around you at the beauty; God could’ve made everything flat—like 
Saskatchewan—but He didn’t. He created texture, mountains, valleys, streams.
And all with trees that change color.  God created a water system—that is self-
cleansing—and an oxygen system that, through plants, is self-replenishing.           
And people? Oh my goodness! Every person has enough DNA to produce brilliance 
in opposite directions—from engineers to artists—and to create an almost infinite 
variety in shapes, sizes and temperaments.
  

d. Now, here’s my point:  God is NOT a God of scarcity who limits His goodness to 
people who deserve it!  Jesus said that His Father sends good things to everyone!  
That He offers His love, friendship and forgiveness to all people! 

-Now, here’s my point.  Not only have we been made in the image of God—as 
followers of Jesus, God’s plan is to make us like Him!  When we live and give and 
love and forgive as if God—the One who pours into our lives, was a hoarder and       
a scrimper—it dishonors Him. And it cripples our lives and the impact we can have.  
And it’s not what you want to be remembered for. I’ve done hundreds of funerals     
—and I know that for a fact! 

3. A quick read through the Bible makes it clear that God honors those who are generous with 
what they give, how they love, how they forgive, and how they use their time.  In fact, I’ll go 
so far as to say that if you want God’s blessing on your life, if you want to be trusted 
with more, if you want to live a life that prospers—that’s how you need to live. 

-That kind of life is a life of faith—that because God is faithful, what you give will not in any 
way diminish what you ave and leave you in scarcity.  
Listen to how God addresses the Israelites:

If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the 
Lord your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward them.   
Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them whatever they need. Give generously to 
them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will 



bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.
(Deuteronomy 15:7-8, 10 NIV) 

a. He even tells them to not harvest down to the last grape, olive or sheaf of wheat—but 
to leave some for the poor.  This is all talking about overflow. Let the overflow of your 
worship to God be seen in how you treat the people He loves. It’s clear; if you want 
God’s blessing on your life, on what you have, on what you expect—be generous, 
gracious and forgiving.  That is the life God blesses!  And it honors God’s Name in a 
selfish culture!  

b. To go through life thinking that you have to cling to every scrap of food, money and 
forgiveness to have enough for you is to lose the plot!  If you wanna go up—that is, 
if you want to truly have a good life—then the goodness you’ve received needs to 
leak—overflow you’re your life into the lives of others. 

c. Jesus didn’t just talk about this—he practiced it. Remember the day he took a bag 
lunch some little kid’s Mom had packed for him—and fed over 5000 people—with 12 
baskets of overflow.  And then he fed 4000 people—with 7 huge baskets 
of…overflow.  

-And when his disciples, just after that, were bickering about the fact that they forgot to 
pack a lunch for their trip, Jesus said, “Don’t you guys remember the overflow from 
the two banquets?  

And that reminds me and most leaders who have seen God meet needs in 
remarkable ways—and then the very next week—are worried all over again about 
having enough and beg God to help.  He says, Don’t you get it?  I am not a God of 
scarcity—I am the God of OVERFLOW!    

d. Jesus’ ongoing teaching was about the goodness of God—how we’re God’s 
children—and He’s a Good Dad who loves his children and cares for them! CAS will 
never have to come and take them out of his home because of neglect! 

-Jesus said:  “Give and it will be given to you, pressed down, overflowing into 
your lap.”  Jesus told a story about a wealthy farmer whose harvest overflowed—to 
the extent that he couldn’t find adequate storage for it.  

-Just like us, he just assumed that the overflow was for him to stockpile.  God’s 
comment was, “You fool!  You can only use so much; and you’ve flipped off the fact 
that you’ve got one life—and it’s time to hand it in to the One who gave it to you!  
-And then Jesus said this:

Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for 
yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where 
no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.  (Luke 12:32-34 NIV)

-In the book of Acts, the disciples reference Jesus’ philosophy of money, abundance, 
overflow—and happiness. It’s more blessed to give than to receive!  Quite simple, 
isn’t it—and yet profound. It brings God joy to give to us—and it brings both God and 
us joy—when His blessing on our lives overflows to others.  God’s direct channel in 
pouring out his goodness to this world—is our hearts—that is, if we’ll open them!

  



4. Now, think for just a money about Jesus’ comment on what God blesses: 

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. (Luke 6:38 NIV)

-Let’s say that you’re God.  You know that food, clean water, money, kindness, friendship, 
forgiveness, health—is not evenly distributed among the people you created.  You see some 
people who have open, generous hearts—and the overflow from their hearts spills from their 
open hands into the lives of others.  But there’s another group.  Fear is their MO—and 
anything extra gets collected and stored in a vault.  See, they’re afraid they’re going to not 
have enough for them.  Of those two--who would you bless if you were God? 

-I think most of us would hesitate a little and then say, “Actually?  I’d give it to the one who 
will bless others—because I don’t give what I give to fill up anyone’s silo!” Generosity 
inspires generosity! 

-Now, just to be clear—This is not a message on giving!  It’s about the greater  context of 
God’s generosity.   Specifically--GRACE.  I defined GRACE last week as:

Undeserved, unearned, un-earnable favor. You cannot deserve grace.  They moment you 
think you deserve kindness, goodness, favor, and forgiveness—it turns from grace to 
wages—which are…payment for what you’ve done.  

a. Now, when we think of grace—we think of Jesus dying on a cross in our place.  And 
that’s true—but grace is way bigger; it describes all of God’s goodness toward us.  
Grace is God’s ongoing kindness, goodness, forgiveness and love for people 
who are sneaky, defiant and wayward.  

  
-The picture of Grace in redemptive history—is God’s love for a world full of people 
who don’t give a rip about Him.  Grace is God’s love causing Him to leave the 
perfection and adoration of Heaven—and humbling Himself to come here as Jesus   
—and then dying in shame on a cross.  He didn’t do that for His own good—He did it 
for us! It’s called grace.

-Grace is seen in Jesus choosing Peter--who publicly renounced him—to lead the 
church he’d started.  Grace is seen in Jesus calling Paul, someone who hated him 
and killed His Followers—to spread the Good News to the world of His day.

b. But Jesus wasn’t just full of grace—He was full of truth, too.  He called sin, sin—he 
called sinners, sinners—and then laid down on a cross where soldiers drove nails 
through his hands and feet until he died for those who flipped Him off.  

-Remember the story John records in his book—of how Jesus treated a woman 
caught in the act of adultery?  The religious professionals demanded that she be 
stoned.  Jesus surprised everyone when he said,   “Let’s have that person without sin 
throw the first rock!”  And as he wrote in the dust on the temple steps, the people with 
rocks in their hands turned and left.  

-And Jesus said, “I don’t condemn you either (grace), go and leave your life of sin!” 

c. Grace is the most powerful, the most beautiful thing on this planet. When you come 
home and your parents or your husband or wife knows that you’ve done something 
really dumb or really destructive—or put the whole family in the whole financially      
—grace is what you want more than anything else in the world!



Grace is what we crave most when we are exposed and vulnerable; when there 
are no loopholes, no good explanation, and you deserve no mercy.
  
-And God’s grace is extravagant. As you know—His goodness has no limits—and 
grace, as an expression of that, overflows out of heaven, drips from the cross, pours 
into the darkest, most awful places on this planet.  

-It spills into the prison cells of people like Jeffrey Dahmer—who killed people and 
even ate them--and then had his heart changed by Jesus. The extent to which grace 
stoops offends good people, who say, “They don’t deserve that!” But then, that’s the 
point of grace, isn’t it!  

d. Here’s what I know.  Grace is beautiful; it brings healing and conquers pride!  And 
the inverse is true;  pride kills off grace.  See, grace is what we want most when the 
truth about us is exposed—and yet grace is  what we are most reluctant to give to 
others. We can sing and worship and cry about God’s grace as we worship—but when 
it actually comes time to give it—to forgive someone who’s hurt us deeply, the tears 
dry up, the warmth disappears. “Not in this lifetime!” 

5. Strange, isn’t it—that grace is the trademark of what Jesus has done for us. Grace      
actually takes following Jesus out of the religion category—and puts it in the category of a 
relationship of love, trust and respect. Grace is symbolized the cross—cause that’s 
where it started. Grace makes us cry with gratitude—and when we receive it—we never 
forget the relief of that moment. 

-Jesus came here because He wanted to and needed to establish a relationship between 
the Father and us—and gave his life so that could happen.  He told us that love is at the core 
of everything as said, “Love God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind.”  We get that 
—and many religious people would repeat it. 

-But it all suddenly changes when He said, “Oh, yeah, there’s another command, just was 
important:  Love your neighbor as yourself!  I’m calling you into a relationship with God 
AND others!  Go love others as I have loved you!  That’s grace.  Grace moves following 
Jesus from something private that we do on the golf course, or on the lake or in the privacy 
of our homes into a whole new realm:  Giving grace to others.    

-There’s no question that Jesus hated graceless religion—and reserved his strongest 
comments for graceless people.  You may have met one or two of them; they know all the 
right answers, but apparently don’t understand grace—and use religion as a way to shame 
others instead of embrace them. 

-These people Jesus confronted were good Bible-believing people who respected God, 
tithed, fasted and helped the poor. Know why Jesus was so hard on them? They thought 
they DESERVED the kindness of God! They thought the ‘lowlifes’ didn’t!  The word 
deserve cancels grace.  Religion is spelled D-O. Grace is spelled D-O-N-E!

-Now, there are lots of places I could go in talking about grace; my personal favorite is Psalm 
23 that talks about life in that care of a Good Shepherd. David, the author, says: 

*I have everything I need because of Him

*I lie down I peace because He’s watching over me 



*I have my soul healed and spiritual thirst quenched—because He makes it accessible

*I know that if I stray off or get stuck I’ll be okay—cause He comes looking for me 

*I’m not afraid because I know that He will protect me through the worst this world offers 

*I don’t have to fear the future—because He’s prepared it! 

*His blessing is so generous—it overflows from my hands, my life—into the lives of others!

*His goodness and love doesn’t just follow me—it spills from me into all the places I go and 
people I meet. 

*For me, the end of the journey is simply being with Him forever; it’s when I see what 
happened--just because I kept my hands open! 

a. All of that—what I’ve just described—is called GRACE. It’s what we long for most,  
it’s what God gives so freely, and yet it’s what we are most reluctant to give to 
others. And that’s a problem!  I’ll tell you why; it’s because that’s what God calls   
us and asks us to do as an expression of gratitude!  

b. Let me tie it back to the passage I talked about a few weeks ago. We are called to 
humble ourselves—and descend into greatness—just like Jesus. What hinders that 
is the EVIL TRINITY OF CHAOS?  

Selfish ambition
Vain conceit
Self-interest

-As people who are called to love God with all our heart, soul, strength and mind—and 
love others as ourselves—this stuff creates chaos in all our relationships.

-But there’s another way:  the TRINITY OF RELATIONAL WHOLENESS AND 
ORDER?

Love
Humility
Putting others first

-Why?  Cause that’s what Jesus did:

Have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, 
he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted 
him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name. 
(Philippians 2:5-9 NIV)

c. Does anyone remember how Paul starts out this passage in Philippians 2?  It’s with 
the whole concept of gratitude.  If the kindness of God’s grace—all He’s done for 
you that you could never fills your hear with joy—then be like Him!  

-Receiving grace, forgiveness and kindness goes way deeper than getting it. We’re 



called to give it. To just receive and never give back is called…?  It’s called 
selfishness. We receive grace and forgiveness and mercy and goodness from God’s 
limitless supply. We give because—there’s more where that came from! 

6. Now.  Here’s one thing Jesus was very clear on in how He lived and in what He taught.  
Grace is NOT FAIR!  Remember—Jesus brought an upsidedown Kingdom. If ya wanna 
go up, ya gotta go down.  Let me just give you a couple of glimpses into it:

*Jesus chose Matthew as one of his inner circle.  Matthew was a tax collector—that is, he’d 
traded his loyalty to God and his people to make money off of them!

*When Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem where he’d be executed, he stopped in Jericho—
where a little Danny DeVito kind guy—worse than Matthew—had gotten rich by robbing his 
people.  Jesus picks him out—and invites him to dinner!

*You’ll love this one!  Jesus told a story about a man who hired guys the first thing in the 
morning to work his fields for a denarius a day. Then he kept hiring guys throughout the 
day—right up until 1 hour before closing time—and paid them all the same!  He said, “In 
this new upside-down kingdom, the last will be first—and the first last!”  We say, “Hey, that’s 
not fair!”  Jesus would say, “You’re right!  Grace is undeserved, unearned, unearnable!  
Grace goes beyond fair!  

a. Justice is a big deal in our culture—and that’s a good thing.  We are called to be 
just! But your relationship with God and others has to do better. Eye for eye, tooth 
for tooth!  Love and grace goes beyond that. Let me explain it like this. Let’s say that 
I’m in a hurry to get to church, and I’m stopped for speeding on Castlemore Avenue    
- doing 75 in a 40 mph zone. So, the officer comes up to my window and says,  
Where do you think you’re going so fast?  Don’t you know you could hit and kill 
someone?  What I’m not going to say is, “I want justice!”
  
-See, justice is a $150.00 fine and points on my record—and higher insurance rates!  
If I say, “Could you show some mercy?” Mercy is the officer saying, “Okay—instead of 
charging you for 75 in a 40, I’ll change it to 60 in a 40. Grace? That’s about giving me 
what I don’t deserve! Grace is the officer leaving the ticket tablet thing in the car—and 
inviting me to his or her home for a BBQ and giving me a cash award for being the 
1000th person to get caught speeding on Castlemore! 

b. So—let’s go deeper.  You know, to something that will not get talked about as you sit 
around the turkey dinner.  It’s about the point of God’s grace—and how it gets 
expressed best in and through our lives.  It’s talked about, as I mentioned, in Psalm 
23.  Goodness and love.

-Grace was God’s response to our recklessness and sin and defiance—and the harm 
we’ve caused Him, the world, and others. Grace is God saying, “I will send my son, 
not to accuse them for it, slam dunk them for it, tell them that that’d better turn or 
burn; forsake or bake; try or fry!  No—to pay for the damages and free us       
and give us power for a better way.  He gives grace to us; we then pass it on     
to others.  

c. Let me get into a very messy area—the place where this is most difficult for us:  
Forgiveness.  Other people have been unjust, downright mean and they won’t own    
it or deal with it. Jesus tells us what to do—and this is right out of the Sermon on the 
Mount:



*What about the person who makes you SO angry!  Let it go.

*What about the person whose goal is to make your life miserable!  Bless them.
*What about the person who’s humiliated you and forced you to serve them and carry 
their stuff?  Carry it for two miles!  

*What about your enemy?  The person who can’t stand you or your family or your 
God?  Love them!  God loves them—and wants you to do the same! 

d. The most powerful image is of Jesus being nailed to the cross—people around him 
jeering, spitting on Him, calling him a liar and a fake, and Him saying, Father, forgive 
them because they DON’T KNOW WHAT THEY’RE DOING!  

-Jesus said that when we’re praying for forgiveness—we’re to forgive those who’ve 
sinned against us!  To clarify He expectations, He said this:   

For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will 
not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:14-15 NIV)

-Then, as usual, he nailed these words in place with a story.  The story was of a man 
who owed his boss/the king an astounding amount of money that he would never be 
able to repay. When he was hauled in to account for it—with the threat that he and his 
family would be sold to get what he could, he promised—with this lie, “I’ll pay you back 
everything I owe you!”

  
-Then what no one expected: grace: The king paid the debt himself—and the man 
went free.  He then used his freedom to go after and throw in prison people who owed 
him comparatively insignificant amounts.  

-The people who saw this man receive grace—then refuse to let it flow from him to 
others were outraged.  So was the king--who threw him into prison.  The lesson is 
that to receive grace and forgiveness and hoard it all for yourself—is unthinkable!  
True gratitude is always about letting what you’ve been given—overflow into the lives 
of others.
  

7. There’s a song that gets played at almost every public memorial service in both Canada and 
England—and the US for that matter. People sing it at candle vigils as they mourn the loss of 
people killed in in senseless tragedies—like 9-11 and the Boston Marathon.  
It’s…Amazing Grace.

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.  I once was lost, 
but now I’m found.  Was blind, but now I see.

-Does grace include racists and slavetraders? Does someone who ripped 20,000 people 
from their country, their families, their jobs, their futures—then sold them to others who 
would treat them in unthinkable ways deserve kindness and forgiveness?  Especially when 
their whole family--for generations to come would experience the same? That is a 
monstrous, unpayable debt!    

a. As you know, John Newton, author of AMAZING GRACE was that man! He was part 
of the horrible business of slavetrading in the 1700’s. The only thing that changed 
him was being scared to death by a storm at sea. He found forgiveness—but what is 
wrenching is that there was no justice for his thousands of victims—who had their 



future’s changed forever. 

-And that’s the question, isn’t it?  Do slave-traders deserve grace?  Do pedophiles 
deserve grace?  Do mass murderers like those who perpetrated the holocaust 
deserve grace?  Do those who traffick in children deserve grace—or those who 
occupied this building before us—and trafficked in women? 

b. Grace, by definition is UN-DESERVED, UN-EARNED and UN-EARNABLE. Grace is 
the statement: I don’t deserve to be forgiven and made new—No one deserves what 
Jesus did for us. 

-When grace is earned or deserved, it ceases to be grace. When forgiveness is 
deserved, it ceases to be forgiveness. Grace is what we desperately want when     
we have offended someone we love and need; it’s how we want them to feel about 
us—even though we don’t deserve it. To think you deserve grace is like planning your 
own surprise party!  

-John Newton, the author of this song knew He didn’t deserve anything--that’s what 
made grace so amazing!  

c. Grace is amazing—and it stays amazing in a world that needs it—when it doesn’t 
stay contained in our lives—but spills over the edges of all we do. Especially in 
goodness and love—and FORGIVNESS!   And that’s what Thanksgiving is all about; 
not just receiving what we don’t deserve—but passing it out—free—to others!   
  


