
Series:  THE SIGN MAKER  
 

SUNDAY JUNE 28. 2020 
EXPOSED! 

Matthew 7:21-23 
SPEAKER: KEN DAVIS 

 
1. Has anyone ever wondered what God is going to do with all the hypocrites? I mean, every 

group on the planet has them. When I went out for sports in high school, I was honestly a 
hypocrite. I played the violin, see—and my Dad was a pastor—so I had to do something to 
overcome the stereotype of a religious wuss!   

 
-But to be honest? I didn’t have two things you need to be a good athlete; the killer instinct 
and skill!  I was on the swim team—but only played one game in water polo—and never 
competed.  Sad, isn’t it!?  
 
-But what about the people who cruise churches, know the words and the secret 
handshakes—and phrases like, Jesus is Lord! And, Let’s go for fellowship!  Who else 
says stuff like that?  We need passwords to get into every laptop and phone and account;  
is there maybe a secret handshake or phrase for getting into heaven—you know, with at 
least 8 characters, 1 lower case, 1 upper case, a number and a symbol?  
 
a. I’ll tell you where it gets really confusing for people outside the church.  It’s when 

people know the right words, when to stand up and sit down—raise their hands in 
worship are posers!  Fakes! You know, talk about going to Heaven—but live like 
hell!   

 
b. Here’s what would shock those who don’t know much about Jesus; He was the one 

who coined the word, hypocrite.  As a stoneworker, he likely helped build a city 
about 7 miles from Nazareth called Sepphoris. It has a massive theatre—and the 
hypocrites were the actors that played the stage—using a sad mask or a happy 
mask.  And that’s the name Jesus gave to the super-religious of his day—who put  
on a good show—but whose hearts were filled with pride and hatred.   

 
c. There’s one thing that almost everyone wants to see happen when it comes to 

hypocrites.  It’s for all the cosmetics of their lives to be stripped away.  To be 
exposed.  Not just for their welfare—but for everyone’s welfare!   

 
 -According to what Jesus says in this message, there are some people who will 

apparently deceive a lot of people—and then think they’re good enough actors to  
fool Jesus, the judge of all humankind.  

   
 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy       
in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform 
many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from   
me, you evildoers!’  (Matthew 7:21-23 NIV) 
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2. Shortly after moving to Canada, I was on my way home from church evening and came to 
the intersection at Ninth Line and Church St.  The light was yellow and I was going to go 
through it, but changed my mind.  I went over the pedestrian crossing—then backed up.   
-A police officer saw this, and pulled me over.  He was going to give me a ticket for the 
lesser charge of not having my insurance card with me.  But I found it—and he said, “I’ve 
already started writing the ticket—so I’ll have to charge you for running a red light!   
Because I didn’t run the red light, I opted for the trial.   
 
-Over the next months I burned down through at least 5 lasagnas worth of energy 
composing my defense!  So I went to traffic court, ready to state my case—and the officer 
was a no-show!  Case dismissed!  And here I was—full of adrenaline and no place to go! 
     
-Now, given the fact that I’m talking about posers, I do have a confession to make; if I hadn’t 
seen the officer at the corner as I was approaching, I wouldn’t have stopped.  More truth?  
I’ve gone through lights that were, well, let’s call them orange—you know, yellow turning 
red—and I never got caught.    
 
-I’d like to tell you that I conscientiously obey all the laws, but--like you—I might add, I don’t.  
Now, don’t worry, both God and Lori—sometimes confused with Lord in my heart—are 
working on me!    
  
a. Now, here’s my point—and I actually do have one.  There actually is a judgment, 

and there is a Judge.  His name is Jesus, Lord of all the earth—and judge of all the 
earth!  And we will all have our day in court.  This isn’t a scare tactic—it’s simply what 
Jesus said.   

 
 -Now, Dan Brown, in The Da Vinci Code, said that Jesus never claimed to be more 

than just a man.  I don’t think Dan read the Bible—because Jesus, in this passage 
and many others, makes it clear that He will judge all of humankind. And the posers 
and fakes will be identified.   

 
b. There are several things I’d like you to notice here.  First, Jesus is talking about the 

Kingdom of Heaven. The Kingdom of Heaven includes a future in Heaven with 
Jesus—but it goes way, way beyond that.  Jesus taught us to pray, Your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Being a part of that kingdom 
means acknowledging and serving the King of that kingdom.  

 
-“Christ” is not Jesus’ last name.  It means Anointed King.  Jesus is God’s Anointed 
King—and we become part of His Kingdom by using our gift of choice to simply 
own Who He is.  King of all—and Lord of all.  What Jesus is up to is fulfilling his plan 
to merge heaven and earth—and created what everyone longs for; peace, unity, and 
an end to pain, injustice, evil and death.  That’s what everyone wants!   
  
-The problem is that God has made Jesus King—not Donald Trump, Justin Trudeau, 
Vladimir Putin, Elon Musk or Jeff Bezos.  Know why?  Because Jesus is the Only 
One who can bring peace; who has the power to make things right.  The angel 
Gabriel delivered the message to Mary—and to the world:    
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You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 
forever; his kingdom will never end.” (Luke 1:31-33 NIV) 
 
-And that’s who Jesus was and is and will be forever!   
 

c. Let me get right down to the core of what I’m trying to say:  For you and me to 
actually be a part of that Kingdom Jesus is God’s Anointed King over, Jesus has  
to be my King and your King.  They called Jesus’ ancestor, King David or God’s 
Anointed One.  Ever since Jesus’ death and resurrection He’s been called Jesus  
the Christ.  In short, King Jesus.   

 
d.  The other title used for Jesus is Lord—the same word used all through the Hebrew 

Bible to refer to God.  And this created conflict with the Roman government because 
they gave that title to Caesar.  Roman’s said, Caesar is Lord; the followers of Jesus 
said, “No.  Jesus is Lord” and sometimes got executed!   

 
e. Last week we talked about false prophets—people who disguise themselves in order 

to steal, kill and destroy—like wolves in a flock of sheep.  Jesus made it clear that 
acting is their specialty.  They’re amazing schmoozers, they’re thinking that if they 
can say the right words!  And they’re thinking, “No problem—we’ll schmooze the 
judge!  

 
-And Jesus says, “Uh…no, you won’t!”  And what he’s saying here is this: The Lord 
and Judge of all the earth, isn’t dumb.  If you have no real intention of loving Him, 
serving Him, following Him and obeying Him—He’s not your King or your Lord.  
 

3.  Jesus says that being a part of the Kingdom of Heaven starts here by believing in the 
King, believing what the King says about life—and doing what the King asks you to do.  
Does it make sense to want to be a part of something FOREVER that you want 
nothing to do with IN THIS LIFE?  Name-dropping and fake respect won’t get you into   
His Kingdom—because Jesus knows everything about you and me. And He calls us to 
love as He loves and value what He values.   

 
Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.              
(Matthew 7:21 NLT)   
 
-This may be where some people get confused.  They’re thinking, “You mean I’ve got to live 
a perfect life and keep the major and the minor rules?  Remember what Jesus has just said 
a few verses earlier?    
 

Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you. This is the essence of all that 
is taught in the law and the prophets. (Matthew 7:12 NLT) 
  
-One of Jesus’ closest friends and disciples described the will of the Father like this: 
put it like this: 
 
And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love 
one another as he commanded us. (1 John 3:23 NIV) 
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a. Let’s get even more specific about the Kingdom.  Does it make sense to be a part   

of a kingdom when you don’t like or agree with or support the King in that kingdom?    
In his first message after Jesus resurrection from the dead, Peter says to the 
thousands listening:   

 
 “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, 

whom you crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!” (Acts 2:36 NLT) 
 
 -This came as a terrifying shock to everyone who thought that Jesus was just a great 

Rabbi and great moral teacher!  Jesus is Lord—and Jesus is the Anointed King—
the One who will bring all of history to a close!—and they executed Him as a poser!”   

 
b. So, given John’s words—doing the will of the Father is believing that He has sent His 

Son to save us and everything else—and making love the focal point of all we do.  It’s 
not just about moral performance and calling Jesus by the right name; it’s a life lived 
under the leadership of the King—and bearing the fruit of love. That’s what He 
wants! 

 
4. Now I’ll tell you want makes Jesus’ words more confusing for us.  These false prophets 

don’t just use the right title for Jesus—Lord—it would appear that they’re doing supernatural 
things--powerful things in his Name.   

 
 “…did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your 

name perform many miracles?” (Matthew 7:22 NLT) 
 
 -Now, think about this for just a minute.  If you believe their accounts, these people are 

prophesying, casting out demons and performing miracles—in Jesus’ name!  
  

a. Now, if you saw these things happen in a gathering of believers—you’d think, “God 
must be behind this—no one can do this stuff without His power!”  Last week 
we talked about Jim Jones—and what happened at Jonestown. Jim Jones was one 
scary dude—a false prophet by definition—yet this kind of stuff all  

 
*First, Jesus warns us about false prophets—and says, “Look at the fruit!” The fruit 
is love—not miracles, prophecy or casting out demons.  Bad trees produce bad 
fruit.  
   
*The second thing we know is that Jesus is the Judge, there is a court date, 
everyone is accountable, and that there’s no fooling the judge. All hypocrites and 
posers will be exposed.   
 

b. There’s another piece to this final exposure that we need to talk about.  Here it is; 
just because something is supernatural and spectacular doesn’t mean it’s from 
God. In another context, Jesus quite clear about this:   

   

For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform signs and 
wonders so as to deceive, if possible, even God’s chosen ones. Watch out!       
I have warned you about this ahead of time!  (Mark 13: 22-23 NLT) 
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-Remember last week?  That Satan masquerades as an angel of light!  And 
Satan can dazzle people with miracles—but he can’t produce the fruit of the  
Spirit!  And Satan has millions of helpers—fallen angels.  It’s quite routine in  
our world to hear people say, “I have memories of a previous life” and then give  
a detailed accurate description of who they were and what they did.  
  
-Think!  Evil spirits have been around for eons—and experie 
nced history first hand. Do you think it would be hard for one of them to pose as 
someone they saw first hand?  Who would want to deceive people away from God 
and toward reincarnation and the occult?   
 

c. See, that’s why John, who knew Jesus very well and followed Him very closely, 
gives us a test for this kind of stuff:   

 
 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether  
 they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the 

world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but  

 every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the 
  spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 

already in the world.   
 (1 John 4:1-4 NIV) 
 
 -Do you see the test?  It’s not in the really cool and powerful things a person does; 

it’s what do they believe and teach about Jesus.  Do they believe that God has 
come to us in a human body—and given his life on a cross so that we can have 
life?   

 
-The core truth is that God has made this Jesus who was crucified both LORD 
and KING.  If it’s real and true—it will line up with what Jesus taught, how he led, 
how He lived and how He loved. Period.  
 

d. Jesus chilling words to all the false prophets—the people trying to get others to 
believe in them, support them, trust their teaching—all the fakes, posers and 
hypocrites are…SEE YA!   

 
Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’  
(Matthew 7:21-23 NIV) 
 
-Dan McCabe and I were talking about what Jesus said here—and we’re both 
creeped out by what Jesus said. We’ve both given our lives to serve others and help 
them find and know Jesus. We’ve both prophesied, that is, proclaimed the truth of 
Jesus—and seen Him do miracles.   
 
-Even the thought, of Jesus saying to us someday, “Who are you?  Leave!” is too 
horrible to imagine—that is, until we get to the core of why we do what we do—
because we believe in Jesus, God’s Son—and then think, “I know and love 
Jesus—and He knows and loves me!  We talk every morning!  I can’t do a thing 
without Him!” 
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5. The key to what Jesus is saying is the lack of a personal relationship.  “You may have 
used my Name, but I never knew you!” It’s not knowing the right titles and doing cool 
supernatural things and impressing others. It’s about actually knowing the King of the 
Kingdom.   

 
 -Know why?  It’s because God is a relational God—that’s why a loving, responsive 

relationship with Him—and a loving responsive relationship with others is at the heart of 
what He wants—and at the heart of bearing fruit.  Good fruit. Lots of fruit!   

 
 -In a world like ours, people think that if you can do really cool supernatural things and 

uphold all the right causes, God puts you on the A list. That what God wants is hard work 
for good causes. It’s possible to know the Bible really well and do a lot of stuff—and have 
God say, That’s not what I was about!  I wanted YOU!   

 
 -Eugene Peterson, author of the Bible paraphrase, puts it like this: 
 
 Be wary of false preachers who smile a lot, dripping with practiced sincerity.  

Chances are they are out to rip you off some way or other. Don’t be impressed      
with charisma; look for character. Who preachers are is the main thing, not what   
they say. A genuine leader will never exploit your emotions or your pocketbook. 
These diseased trees with their bad apples are going to be chopped down and 
burned. “Knowing the correct password—saying ‘Master, Master,’ for instance 

 —isn’t going to get you anywhere with me. What is required is serious obedience     
—doing what my Father wills. I can see it now—at the Final Judgment thousands 
strutting up to me and saying, ‘Master, we preached the Message, we bashed the 
demons, our God-sponsored projects had everyone talking.’ And do you know what   
I am going to say? ‘You missed the boat. All you did was use me to make yourselves 
important. You don’t impress me one bit. You’re out of here.’ (Matthew 7:15-23 MSG) 
 
a. Now, I know that the judgment is not anyone’s favourite subject, but Jesus talked 

about it—so we have to!  Surprisingly, a lot of people in our world aren’t all that 
concerned about it.  In fact, they never give it a single thought.   

 
 -I’ll tell you why; we tend to over-estimate how good we really are—cause we 

compare ourselves with others who are much worse.  “Hey, Hitler and that Son of 
Sam guy were really wicked—but I’ve never hurt anyone!”   

 
 -And you have to ask; What writings about God tell us that He grades on a 

curve?  Or that he weighs our good deeds against our bad deeds? There’s not a 
shred of evidence for that. Anywhere!   

 
b. Now, I’d rather talk about God’s mercy, kindness and love but I can’t ignore His 

justice.  Not when Jesus, the Judge of all the earth, talks about them so much.  First, 
Jesus is not judgmental—just truthful.  And His strongest words are to people like 
me—people who know better!    

 
 -These are people who walk into a setting like this confident—like they’re BFF with 

God—but don’t know Him!  They’re people who have been given a lot to invest—
but bury it all in the back yard.   
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 They’re people who really good at impressing others—and don’t know how to love.  
They ignore the poor, the sick and marginalized right under their noses—and when 
they’re called on it, say…Whaaat?! 

  
c. Here’s what I know; human beings love justice. We do. That’s why we make movies 

like Taken—1, 2, and 3.  The thought that people like Hitler can slaughter, maim, 
rape and ravage nations—sell the gold from people’s teeth and use their hair for 
pillows—and then avoid judgment by suicide--that makes us furious! 

 
 -Guys, if you watched a hockey game or football game or baseball game, and players 

knowingly violated the rules and scored without any consequences—you would stop 
watching.  The concept that the people who torture their children and those who love 
their children would be treated the same doesn’t compute!    

 
 -When we see injustice—like what happened recently to George Floyd, there is 

something deep inside that is repulsed. When we see the roots of this anger—whole 
people groups dragged from their home land and families—forced into slavery and 
then used, beaten raped for 100s of years—that’s sickening.  When we then 
understand this oppression continued for another 150 years after it was outlawed    
—is outrageous!   

 
-I mean, go through the list of injustices—Indigenous of North America being driven 
from their land—and diseased—and their children taken from them; that right now    
in our world—those who have more—get more—and those who have less—get 
ignored; sex trafficking and rich pedophiles who fly to Cambodia to rape 
children---the whole thing is monstrous!   
 
-My point?  Injustice is intolerable.  And the thought that people can spend their 
lives consuming the lives and souls of people like potato chips—and then have  
God give them a free pass?  NO WAY!  
  

d.  But.  But!  Before we get too self-righteous—justice isn’t just for those who have 
been slaughtered, enslaved, raped and ignored by the other evil people out there.  
There needs to be justice for the people I’ve hurt and walked by and ignored and 
broken—and for those you have hurt!  We have selective memory when it comes    
to the hurt we’ve caused, don’t we?  

  
 -Honestly, religious people can—and have created a lot of hurt—and damage—and 

driven people away from Jesus for eternity.  And the problem is when we won’t 
admit it—and own it.  I recently read a letter from a very religious guy just shredding 
the life of another believer—and the letter was filled with lies, slander and 
exaggeration. What about that?   

 
6. And that, friends, is what the cross of Jesus is all about.  You see the trail of blood all 

through the Bible—some have called it the crimson thread—it starts with Abel offering 
the best sheep, it leads to Abraham walking his only son up the same hill Jesus died on, 
only to have God provide a substitute.   
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 -The Old Testament law is offensive to some, because when you read the law—it seems    
to always be about blood; the blood of a bull, the blood of a goat, the blood of a lamb, the 
blood of a dove.  People are told to place their hands on the head of a sheep while it dies 
for their sins. Gross! 

 
 -And it’s not until God walks His Son up that hill to die in our place—that the fog lifts.  We 

realize that we’re sickened by the sight of blood and innocent animals dying—because 
death is gruesome.  Ugly.  Sin is an ugly, horrible thing!   Blood is a reminder that God 
cannot just wallpaper over sin—no matter how small it seems to us!   

 
a. Jesus is the Sign Maker.  God created everything through Him—which means that 

He knows how we’re put together—mind, body and soul—and He knows what will 
destroy us, others, what we want most—and what will destroy His plan for the future 
of everything. 

 
-Think about it like this.  Most of you own a car, right?  There’s something—usually 
kept in the glove compartment—called the manual.  How many of you have read 
yours?  Most don’t.  But this manual is just a small part of everything that goes into   
a car; the dealers and the mechanics have the rest of it—and it’s really thick!  This 
manual tells you how your car is made, how to operate it, and what will destroy it.  
  
-Nissan, Toyota and Ford doesn’t do that to wreck your fun—you know, like driving 
your car into a lake and using it as s speed boat.  It’s to protect your investment.   
 

b. In this message, Jesus, the sign maker, tells us what us what will bring life to us,      
to others and the world—and what will wreck it all.  So, he puts up a sign over 
disregarding what has been said, He puts a sign up over letting anger go 
unchecked. 

 
-He puts a sign up telling us, for the sake of our entire relational world, “Keep your 
promises—even when it’s inconvenient!” he tells us, clearly, that our bodies   
were made as a temple for the Living God—not as amusement parks. He tells us  
that divorce does not usually solve things—it wrecks and dismantles them.           
That retaliation is a dead end street—that we were made to love and be loved.  
 
-And Jesus, the signmaker, says that there is a system built into this world and into 
our bodies that creates physical, emotional and relational pain—that leads to a hell 
of a life—if we ignore it.  Not only that, there is a final accountability for the damage 
we’ve done by flipping God off and telling Him to mind His own business.  
  

c. See, we think that sin is about the sinful things we do—either intentionally or 
unintentionally.  Sin is actually about rebellion.  That was the issue of Adam and  
Eve. Sin is saying, “Frankly, God, I don’t believe a word of what you’re telling me!”  
It’s saying, “Frankly, God, I think you’re trying to ruin my fun!”  It’s saying, “Honestly, 
God, I think you’re kinda dumb—and I think I’m smarter and more creative than 
you!  I think I can go ahead and do what I want—then have what I want—and cheat 
You and the system. 

 
 



 9 

 -The judgment is the inevitable point where our pride, arrogance and dismissive 
attitude catches up with us.  Does anyone remember the movie, Catch Me If You 
Can, starring Leonardo DiCaprio?  It’s a true story about Frank Abagnale who, at 16, 
runs away from a bad situation at home—and was clever enough to fool the 
system—for a while. 

   
-He creates his own checks, steals an airline pilot suit and gets paychecks and perks 
from American Airlines.  When that crashes, he fakes being a pediatrician—then a 
lawyer.  But ultimately there’s that inevitable moment when the FBI catches up with 
him and his whole charade crashes and burns—and he goes to prison.  And that’s 
what Jesus is talking about.  There is an end to every charade, there is judgment, 
and He is the Judge of all the earth. 
   

7. Now this is where we need to go with this.  Jesus, the judge, is the most loving, kind, 
compassionate, forgiving, gracious person who has ever lived.  See, God saw the 
inevitable at the beginning of time—that we would flip Him off, go in the opposite direction 
and join the enemy!  But, see, He took the long view—and then for thousands of years 
prepared the way back and told us in Isaiah—800 years before Jesus—what He was   
going to do.   

 

 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished 
by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our transgressions,   
he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us 
has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.   
(Isaiah 53:4-6 NIV) 

 

 -Let me just lay it all out.  The Judge of all the earth went to a cross to pay for all of our sin 
and rebellion.  Think about it—the Judge paying for our sins, our crimes, our rebellion.    
If you watch Jesus’ life, you find Him seeking out tax collectors, prostitutes—people who’ve 
screwed up their lives—as friends.  Paul summarizes it like this: 

 

 For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were 
raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ 
from the dead.  You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature 
was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our 
sins. He cancelled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing    
it to the cross. In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities.               
He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.  

 (Colossians 2:12-15 NLT) 
 

a. The whole list of charges against me, the ones that would be dragged into a 
courtroom at the judgment—and the full slate of damages to people, to the earth,     
to my family, to me—have spiritually been nailed to the cross over Jesus head—and 
they’re gone!  The enemy’s entire argument for why I belong to him and ought to be 
thrown into the darkness with him—have been publicly invalidated. I’m free!  I’ve 
been released! 

 
b. Here’s my question; Given the fact that sin deserves judgment—given the fact that 

there is a final judgment—given the fact that Jesus is the judge—why would you not 
want to pursue a friendship with a judge who paid for your sin—and offers 
grace, forgiveness—and HIMSELF? All you have to do is ASK! 


