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1. So…it’s Father’s Day!  Happy Father’s Day to all of you Dads who are listening—along with 

those of you who have a Dad…which, of course, includes everyone! Now, as a Dad—I see 
myself as wearing several hats.  Here they are: 

 
*One core responsibility is to provide for them.  So I make sure Mom gets to work. Just 
kidding… 
 
*Another core responsibility Mr. Fix-it. Now, I know this varies with Dad’s—but for me it’s 
been a constant stream of things to fix. With Lori’s encouragement, of course—How hard 
can it be? 
 
*Another core responsibility I personally feel is to lead.  What I mean by that is to serve.     
To be the first to do the hard things—like admit when I’m wrong; like to submit to God and 
be an example of what it looks like to love Him, love others and love them; like to do what it 
takes to restore a relationship with them.  That’s my job. 
  
*One more key role I feel very strongly—and it’s to protect them. Dads, I’m guessing all of 
you can relate to this. And there’s one thing every Dad or Mom I’m aware of does—
especially in a world like ours.  We have the “Don’t talk to strangers” conversation. Why?  
It’s because we all know that, sad to say, there are predators out there!. 
   
a. Now here’s the problem: predators make it a point to be well-disguised.   

The don’t talk to strangers conversation creates an image in our kids minds that 
looks like this. Anyone remember the villain from the Dennis The Menace movie.  
Christopher Lloyd did an amazingly, creepy job!   
 
-Years ago, a TV special on 20/20 interviewed parents who thought they’d done a 
very good job with this conversation. Then they watched in horror as their children 
were tested--with their permission on how effective it was.  And they watched their 
kids walk off the playground—hand in hand with a kind-looking guy who asked them 
to help him find his lost puppy.  As I watched this a chill went up my spine as I 
thought about my own kids!   
 

b. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, warns us all about wolves.  Wolves, as you know, are 
the ultimate predators.  They don’t disguise themselves; they just jump livestock, kill 
them, and eat them.  The thought, “I wonder how the sheep feels?” never crosses a 
wolf’s mind.  

  
b. And it doesn’t cross the mind of the human variety, either.  But the human variety 

needs a disguise—because if they warned us, we’re run.  I mean, imagine someone 
coming up to you and saying, “I’m here to consume you, get what I want from you—
money, sex, ego satisfaction—and then I’ll throw the rest away.”  Jesus, the SIGN 
MAKER, puts up a sign that says, “Wolves Ahead.”   
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Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them.      
Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?   

Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  
A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.   
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  (Matthew 7:15-20 NIV) 
 

c. Jesus says, “There are people in the this world who  pretend to be authentic, godly 
and truthful—worthy of your trust…but it’s all about them!  Watch out—they’re 
spiritually lethal! 

 
2. The first thing mentions is the disguise.  And that’s exactly what fakes, posers and 

counterfeiters do, right?  I once had a friend who gave me $5 with my face on the front of it.  
No problem spotting that disguise, right?  Real counterfeits are intended to look exactly like 
the original.  

  
-It’s one thing to rip people off financially; it’s quite another to fool and destroy their children.  
To rip someone off spiritually—to pose with the intent of consuming people--damaging 
someone’s soul because you want something from them is pure evil.  It takes a spiritual 
sociopath to do that!  Why? 
 
-Well, the motive is usually about one of three things; money, sex or power.  I once heard    
a youth-worker brag, “Sometimes I’ll tell kids to do something just to see if they’ll follow me!”  
That’s an ego trip—and it’s NOT okay! The problem is that wolves are often charismatic, 
fun, and seem real!   
 
a. At the end of his ministry, Jesus gave another warning about this kind of deception.  

He said: 
 
 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in 

my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many.   
 (Matthew 24:4-5 NIV) 
 
 -Jesus said that many will be deceived.  Jesus actually gave the name deceiver to 

the one who is behind all deception; the Devil; Satan.  Now, you may not believe in 
him, but Jesus sure did.  To not believe in the deceiver is like a Dad saying to their 
kids, “Just trust everyone.  No one wants to hurt you!”   A little dumb and naïve right?  
To deceive is to try to look as much like the original as possible and slowly lead 
someone down a wrong path.   

 
b. When you read the immediate history of the church and what they faced—through 

writers like Peter, John and Paul—you find that what Jesus said was dead on.  
Interestingly enough, the pattern always takes two forms.  

 
-One is to undermine the beauty and power of grace. It sounds something like this; 
“How can you be a true follower of God if you don’t do this!”  Jesus and the Jewish 
law. Jesus and our version of the Holy Spirit’s work. It’s something extra you need to 
be accepted by God and get into Heaven. 
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 -The other form always has to do with a special revelation or spiritual knowledge 
someone has.  Like the Book of Mormon or the Koran—or The Secret—or special 
revelations—like you see in The Da Vinci Code.   
 
-The message usually goes something like this; “Oh, Jesus didn’t come to die for   
our sins, He came to give us secret information that will make us special, 
successful—better and wiser than others. It always twists the simplicity of the Good 
News. 
That God loves people and all He has made--and has decided to make it all right 
through the death of his Son, Jesus.   
 

c. And it wasn’t long before leaders, like Peter, John and Paul had to address the fakes.  
John called this the spirit of antichrist.  Paul encountered fakes who called 
themselves super apostles. He said:  

 
 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as 

apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel 
of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants 
of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.  

 (2 Corinthians 11:13-15 NIV) 
 
 We understand masquerading don’t we.  A guy pretending to be an RCMP officer —

uniform and everything—recently killed 23 people on a shooting spree.  Paul says, 
this shouldn’t surprise us; Satan, the one who gives them their ideas and their power 
is a first-rate poser!  He masquerades as an angel of light!  

 
3. There are a lot of illustrations of this—and you know most of them.  Let me give you one.  

Most of you are aware of Jim Jones—and the People’s Temple Christian Church? Most 
of us see it from the perspective of the pictures of Jones down—and 900 people lying dead 
in the hot sun of Guyana.  

  
-But that’s not how it started.  People’s Temple from all outward appearances seemed like 
a great example of what a church ought to be in southern California.  They were active in 
the community. 
 
Jim Jones, the leader, actively supported Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights 
movement.  They counseled prisoners and juvenile delinquents.  They offered job 
placement, rest homes, health clinics and community centers and helped the poor. 
 
a. And at the core was what seemed to be clear evidence of the supernatural. They 

had passionate worship services where people spoke in tongues, demons were cast 
out, and healing (even though it was faked) seemed to be a part of every service.  

   
-The truth is that Jim Jones was a predator—out for sex and power. Deceit is almost 
always gradual—and most people didn’t see him as a fake and run for their lives.  
The result, on November 18, 1978, was his murder of 900 people—a mass suicide 
inspired by a wolf in sheep’s clothing.  In all, Jim Jones deceived a total of 5000 
people—including some high level politicians--into believing he was a prophet 
before he killed everyone.  
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b. Whether it’s Joseph Smith or David Koresh or L. Ron Hubbard, there has been a 
trail of deception all through history—and the result is always the same; a false 
prophet who’s after sex, money or power—usually all three—and a messy, 
bloody trail behind them.  Jesus said, “Watch out! They look real—but their goal 
is to consume!”  

 
c. And there’s almost always some kind of a spiritual experience that goes along with it.  

Years ago, there was a TV special on new religious movements.  They interviewed a 
girl who described her faith by saying, I just know he’s alive because I feel his 
presence in my life!”  Another guy said, “I was in the hospital and I felt his 
presence with me! Then there was a warm tingling sensation—and I was healed!”  
It sounds like these people are talking about Jesus, right?  Know who they’re 
worshipping? ELVIS PRESLEY!  
   

4. So, we know how dangerous it is to be deceived by predators.  Fakes.  How do we spot 
them?  Well, Jesus tells us.  He says, “If you look at the fruit of their lives you can tell 
what kind of tree they are.”  If you see a thornbush with apples tied to it’s branches—you 
know something’s off, right? 

 
-And watch over a period of time.  Anyone can fake being good and authentic for a few days 
or weeks—but not for years.   Jesus put it like this: 
 

 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or 
figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears 
bad fruit. (Matthew 7:16-17 NIV)  

 
 -Now, by fruit, how many of you think Jesus was talking about people who get a lot of stuff 

done?  How many of you think he’s talking about religious stuff—Bible reading, prayer, 
success, money, popularity, children who seem to be successful?  

  
 -Those are all good things—but it’s not what Jesus is talking about. Jesus said that the 

main thing in life—is love.  Love God, Love others.  Paul writes:     
 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance. But the Holy Spirit produces 
this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!  
(Galatians 5:22-23 NLT) 
 
-See, you can be a productive, successful, wealthy, likeable attractive person and still be 
what Jesus calls a wolf in sheep’s clothing.  That makes sense.  Who would look at a lazy, 
unsuccessful, unattractive person—addicted to alcohol or drugs—and say, “I want to follow 
them!”  That kind of stuff is what a lot of people are looking for—but it’s all exterior stuff.  
    
-Now, there are people who get quite good at faking character—they seem loving, joyful, 
peace loving, good, kind, patient and self controlled—but the real fruit of our lives ultimately 
gets exposed. 
   
a. Jesus’ suggestion, “Look at the fruit” is brilliant—and would save us a lot of pain; that 

if you’re planning to follow someone’s advice—or date them—or marry them—or 
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entrust them your soul—look carefully at the trail behind them and the people 
in their wake.  Fruit is not about how rich or successful they are.  I mean, Hitler was 
rich, famous, successful and strategic—but fruit?  His character was rotten!  
Diseased!  Character is what you look for. 

 
-Even animals have the brains not to go to thornbushes and thistles looking for 
something to eat. Jesus says, “You can visit this stuff every day for a lifetime—and 
you’ll never find bad trees that produce grapes and figs or anything else that’s edible.  
Don’t entrust your soul—the most important part of you—to someone whose 
character produces junk!   
 

b. So, I give you the parable of the BUCKTHORN. As you may or may not know, Lori 
and I recently moved to a more country setting. And Lori identified a number of the 
trees on the property as buckthorn. 

 
Buckthorn is an invasive, destructive, useless nasty species of vegetation!   
So, I started cutting them down and chopping them up. And I realized why they’re 
considered a junk tree. Did I tell you it’s called buck THORN?  What that means is 
that when you’re dealing with it—walking through it, cutting it down, pulling it out—it 
will eat you! One of the thorns went right through my shoe, through my orthotic, and 
into my foot!  

 
-Bad tree…bad fruit! This is nasty stuff!  But wait—there’s more!  The bark, roots 
and berries of this thing are toxic—animals won’t touch them.  And their tall skinny 
limbs tangle around good trees and choke them!  And the wood is useless too! Has 
anyone ever heard of someone who had genuine buckthorn flooring put in their 
home—or inherited a antique buckthorn desk?  No.  
  
-Listen to this description that I copied and pasted right off of a Google site: 
To us humans, a glen full of buckthorn just looks like a lush sea of bright green 
leaves. But to bees, butterflies, and insect-eating birds, it's the equivalent of a 
barren desert.  
 
-A buckthorn tree cannot bear good fruit; it’s a bad tree with bad fruit. According to 
Jesus, there are some trees that are only good for one thing: 
 
So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown 
into the fire. (Matthew 7:19 NLT) 
 
-So…?  That’s what we did!   
 

5. Jesus—the Sign Maker--is simply telling us—be careful!  If you listen to, get coached by, 
take the advice of someone who bears bad fruit—guess what kind of fruit you produce?  
Bad fruit -  who you listen to and what you consume.  In a world like ours, we get that, 
right?  If I could ask for a show of hands, I’m sure many of you would say that you are very 
careful about what you eat.  You read labels and lists of ingredients.  You Google stuff and 
listen to specialists.  You believe, at least to a degree, that you are what you eat!  
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 -So!  Do you apply that to your soul, your heart, the core of you that will outlive your 
body by MILLIONS of years?  I’d say that when it comes to your soul—and what you 
believe about what matters and what doesn’t—it would make sense to do a fruit check on 
who and what is influencing you!   

 
-Here’s what I find both fascinating and really disturbing; people in 2020 are less 
discriminating about who and what they let into their beds, their bodies and their souls than 
what they eat.  We are likely, without even thinking about it, to believe stuff about God, 
about life, about eternity, and about what’s right and wrong—just because it seems right 
to us. Solomon, the wisest person who ever lived, wrote this: 
 
There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death.  
(Proverbs 14:12 NIV) 
 
-Remember the Nazi flag?  In 1939 the people of Germany loved and believed in Hitler.  
He was their prophet—and he led them to complete destruction and humiliation.  People 
followed, believed in, and entrusted their souls to Jim Jones, David Koresh, Michael Milken, 
and the doctors who prescribed Thalidomide for the health of their babies. King George VI 
believed the physicians who told him that cigarettes would relax his throat and help him with 
his stuttering—and he died of lung cancer and heart disease when he was 56. 
   
a. Has anyone ever heard the saying, Just follow your heart!  The One who made the 

human heart said through one of his authentic, good fruit prophets, Jeremiah: 
 

The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand 
it? (Jeremiah 17:9 NIV) 
 
-Here’s what I know; if you just go with your instincts you will be a sucker for lies of 
the evil one who masquerades as an angel of light.  See, your heart will align itself, 
not with truth and with reality—but with getting you what you want.  And it’s sneaky.  
It will lie to you, tell you that wrong is right—and that right is wrong.  You need truth 
filters.  Do you have any?   
 

b. For example.  Did you know that the water you and your children drink comes 
directly from Lake Ontario?  How many of you would be okay with just going to the 
waterfront and dipping your cup in the lake and taking a long, cool drink?  You 
wouldn’t dare do that!  There’s a whole filtering system that makes it okay to drink!   

  
-You need truth filters for your soul, too; that is, a reliable source of truth that will 
help you distinguish between trees that bear bad fruit and trees that produce 
good fruit. If you’ve ever had to work with filters in your faucet or swimming pool, 
you know that a clogged filter is worthless. And there are things that clog truth filters.  
   

 1) For example—our desires and needs and impulses. Greed, or the desire for 
success or popularity—or to feel special—or anesthetize pain.  When someone 
promises us that we can make way more money, get something cheap, make an 
instant profit, or give us instant pain relief, it’s like we lose all our common sense. 
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-Whenever a scam artist comes through, people say things like, “He cheated me 
out of my life savings!”  I’d say, “Did you do a background check—and look for 
fruit?”         I mean, Jesus cares about us—but would say, “Don’t be naïve!”   

 2) The second filter clogger—spiritually—is an obsession with things that appear 
supernatural—especially healing.  Months ago, I mentioned a close friend of ours, 
Pat, who had breast cancer that led to lung cancer.  We were shocked when she flew 
out to California to visit what I suspect is a false prophet for healing.  It didn’t help.   

 
- Satan is CLEARLY capable of supernatural things. He is disguised as an angel 
of light.  Listen to what Jesus says in the verses we’ll study next week: 
   

Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your  
name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many 
miracles?’  Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me,            
you evildoers!’  (Matthew 7:22-23 NIV) 
 
3) The third thing that clogs our truth filters is truth that we don’t like and don’t want 
to hear.  In our world, there’s my truth, your truth and their truth.   
 
We become the editors.  If truth contradicts the way we want to live, or seems 
politically incorrect or offends us, we just throw it away.  Because I don’t like it or 
believe it, it can’t be true! 
   
-The simple question is—do we edit truth—or does truth edit us?  If we edit truth—
then where do we stop?  Is Jesus Who He claimed to be?  Is forgiveness real?  Is 
God going to make all things right…or not?  If something is only true when we agree 
with it?  See, false prophets are people who customize truth to fit their agenda. 
 

6. Now, Jesus is talking—in this context—about prophets. Leaders. If you’re going to follow a 
good prophet or leader—or marry someone—or trust them with your children or your money 
or your health, then you want to look at their character.  That is, the kind of fruit they 
produce with their lives.   

 
-Some people, especially when it comes to marriage, think, “Well, yeah, he’s been a kind of 
bad boy, but I’ll change that!”  And I would say, “You’re not good enough, strong enough 
or wise enough to do that!  Good trees cannot produce bad fruit; bad trees cannot 
produce bad fruit!   
 
If you’re going to hook up your life with someone else’s—follow their leadership, let them 
mentor you, take their advice, then look for character!  Integrity!  Integrity means that 
who you say you are and what you say you believe aligns with how you live.  Character is 
about having a solid core to your life; a value system that you don’t ditch when it gets in  
your way and actually costs something.  If you are going to work for someone, or marry 
someone, or entrust your daughter to someone—you want character. Wolves try to fake 
character; people who have it don’t have to pose for photo ops!   
 
a. There are four areas you need to check when it comes to character—and how far 

you should trust someone.  If you’re a follower of Jesus, you need to ask about any 
leader, including me, How do they handle truth. That is, Do they agree with and 
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confirm what Jesus said about Himself—and what those who knew Him best 
said about him?  That He is the Son of God, the judge of all, One with the Father—
and Savior of the world.  

 
-And if that’s who Jesus is, then I need to treat what He has said about 
leadership, about the value of people and about money and about what matters 
most as TRUTH.   
 

b. The second test of a person’s character is how they handle power. As an absurdly 
poor example of this, Hitler used his power to get what he wanted—and Jim Jones 
used his power to kill his followers.  Jesus says that leaders are servants who give 
their lives away for others.  In describing the counterfeits Jesus talks about here, Paul 
says this: 

 
 Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.          

I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not 
spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the  
truth in order to draw away disciples after them.  (Acts 20:28-30 NIV) 

 
 -Fakes and posers don’t teach the truth—they distort it and use it to gain influence. 

“…In order to draw disciples after them.”  It’s an ego trip.  Hear me on this. 
When a leader like me or anyone else is under the bright lights, people are listening 
and their hearts are touched—it’s powerful stuff!  And if humility and accountability 
are missing—that is a big problem—because the Lord of all lived as servant with 
humility. 
   

 -If a person is into power—and they use it to get their own way, to make others look 
or feel small, or to just be important—that is a misuse of power.  Watch out! 

  
c. A third area to watch for in a leaders character: Watch how they handle money. 

Again, in this passage where Paul uses Jesus’ savage wolves analogy, he says: 
  
 I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing.  (Acts 20:33 NIV). 
 
 -Money—the desire for it—the desire for lifestyle—and then asking for it, begging for 

it, offering miracles and answered prayer and blessings for it—and misusing it all fits 
into this category.  By the way, if you ever have any questions about our finances—
ask and ye shall receive!  We have nothing to hide.  

  
d. One final area to check when it comes to character—fruit:  How do they handle 

people.  And Jesus set the bar really high on this one.  He treated everyone, 
everyone with dignity. Jesus final parable was that how we treat the least of these, 
people who are vulnerable and weak and in need is a huge deal!  And when it comes 
to our enemies—people who hurt us—Jesus said, Love them!  Return good for 
evil!  You have to ask, “How does this person treat their enemies?” 

   
 -Jesus’ life—His kindness, His compassion and mercy and sacrificial love are 

legendary!  And the fruit of His life is that how He lived, what He taught, and the 
sacrifices He made changed people—and changed everything He touched.  As 
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David said in Psalm 23, goodness and love followed Him.  And if that doesn’t in 
some way describe a the person you’re following or wanting to marry—run!  Or at 
least wait! 

   
7. Here’s what I know; what Jesus says here about false prophets doesn’t just apply to 

following Jesus.  It applies to all of life—and there are a lot of prophets in our culture.  
See, a prophet is someone who proclaims truth—whether it’s truth about faith in God—or 
faith in something else.   

 
-And there are a lot of prophets—voices proclaiming things—over TV, social media, 
YouTube, or ads.  For example, have you ever heard someone proclaiming “truth” about a 
lifestyle—telling you what you need to look like, own, or be if you’re going to be successful, 
be happy, and have the life you want?  
  
-Here’s my point—it’s possible to listen to and believe a false prophet telling you—
convincing you—selling you on what you need to look like.  The implication is that if you 
have white teeth, luxurious hair, silky smooth skin or a slim, fit body—you will be the center 
of attention—you’ll be the desirable person everyone wants to have as a friend—or a mate.  
Who doesn’t want to be attractive!?  But the question is—are they telling the truth?      
Or are they false prophets luring you in with promises that are not true?  
 
a. There are a lot of false prophets—and you need to be really, really careful who           

you believe. There are false prophets that proclaim a truth about sex and sexual 
attraction and sexual behavior—and if you believe them, you’ll wreck you life.   

 Look closely at them; what kind of fruit do they produce?  Does being more sexually 
attractive and more sexually active—and more sex in general make you a happier 
person—or a more addicted person? 

 
b. There are false prophets of money and success.  If you listen—they’ll tell you what 

you need to have to be successful—and they’ll lie about money and what it can 
accomplish—and what you need to impress others with your success.  So—what’s 
the fruit of that?  Good fruit—in terms of love and character and kindness—or no 
fruit…or bad fruit? 

 
c. Dads—let me talk to you on this day—your day. What you want your kids, your wife, 

your family—to believe about you and say about you—and the impact you want to 
leave on their lives is almost the complete opposite of what most of the prophets are 
saying in our culture. And as a leader of children—which you are—you will be judged 
by your character, not your success. 

   
-I have never in my life heard one kid say, “You know, my Dad was a lousy absent 
Dad and a bad example, but that’s okay, cause he was such a success at business 
and an amazing athlete. Your character—how you handle truth, how you handle 
money, how you handle power, and how you handle people is a big deal.   
If you’re going to get it right and leave a trail of goodness and love—you’ll need a 
good and true leader! 
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8. So, there you are!  That’s the standard for people who want to make a difference—
especially Dad’s!  I’ve been really fortunate on that level. My Dad wasn’t a stunning 
success in the eyes of the world—but he was a stunning success where it mattered most; in 
the character he had and the life he lived.   
 

 -Here’s what breaks my heart. I’ve had other people—other men—I really looked up to as 
examples. I mean, they had a huge prophetic influence in my life—and they’ve fallen.  One 
of them was a man I borrowed some of the principles from for today’s talk. He was good on 
truth, and on handling money—but was exposed on his misuse of power and how he 
treated people.   

  
 Here’s what I know; at the end of the day—the only thing that really matters is 

CHARACTER.  You have chosen a prophet—DO YOU KNOW WHO IT IS and WHERE 
THEY’RE LEADING YOU?  


