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1. Fingerprints have always been around—because humans have always had them!  They’ve 

even found fingerprints on ancient Babylonian clay tablets and Egyptian tombs. Believe it or 
not, fingerprints were used in China in 200 BC to authenticate government documents!  But 
the realization that there are no two fingerprints alike wasn’t discovered until the 1890s. It 
was a few years later when police began using ink to fingerprint criminals to keep on record. 

 
-When forensics teams get to a crime scene, they have to know that the fingerprints and 
DNA of both the victim and the perpetrator will be there—and they have to know which is 
which!  And these teams have gotten quite good at figuring out what happened with those 
clues.  
  
-As I thought about this a little, I realized, first, that God has left His fingerprints all over 
history.  If there’s life, love, goodness, patience and immense creative power—He’s 
been there!  It’s pretty clear from everything I know, that God is at work everywhere!  
  
-The last week of Jesus’ life was like a rollercoaster ride—from the highest highs to as low 
as life can get.  If you follow the trail, you can see the fingerprints of God all over it—both in 
the highs—and the lows.  What God does—and what He’s in the process of doing is 
sometimes secret and hidden, but He never wears gloves.  We just have to look beyond the 
obvious. You and I still do!   
 
a. Because Palm Sunday and Easter comes every year, what happened to Jesus is not 

a secret.  All the narratives are clear on one thing; Jesus had people who loved 
Him—but He also had people who hated Him and made it clear they wanted Him 
dead.  And the question is…Why?  I mean, wasn’t Jesus unfailingly kind and loving?  
Yes—but He also shredded the status quo—and when people in power are 
threatened with losing their control and prestige—they’ll do almost anything to hold 
onto it. It doesn’t take a Sherlock Holmes to see that. 

 
b. But a closer look reveals something way deeper than a local tragedy that made 

headlines.  What God was doing through Jesus started at creation.  We were 
deceived and messed everything up. God declared in that moment that He was going 
to make things right—and left a trail of clues all through the Bible.   

 
-You know how the Mission Impossible movies have a plot line that can be very 
confusing?  What God did would’ve had the writers scratching their heads. It was      
a surprise move—and God’s fingerprints are everywhere!   
 

c. On Palm Sunday—when it appears that Jesus is surfing a massive wave of 
popularity, we think, “Of COURSE!  I see God’s hands all over this!”  But when 
things change almost immediately after that—and descend into betrayal, rejection 
and death—it’s both shocking and devastating.   

 



-But when you check the trail of clues in the Old Testament—it’s clear that God 
knew—and told us—this would happen.   
 

d. No one knew that Palm Sunday would be the last day of summer.  Let me explain; 
down through the years, poets and philosophers have explained the ups and downs 
of life in terms of seasons—the seasons of the soul. In other words, life never really 
stays the same for long.  There are beginnings and endings; times that are filled with 
fun and laughter—summer—that plunge into a season of change—fall—and then 
winter.  In Jesus’ life, it was summer on Sunday—and the middle of winter by Friday 
night—frozen solid—until Sunday when the ice and snow melted—and spring 
showed up.  

 
e. I’m guessing that right now, most of you could identify the season you find yourself 

in.   COVID-19 may or may not have something to do with that.  Seems to me it went 
from summer to fall in days.  We are in times of immense change—change that’s 
pretty much stopped everything—except hospitals.    

 
-It’s in these seasons that we think, “I wonder if it will ever be summer again?  Well,  
I can tell you that this season will pass.  God didn’t cause it by any stretch of the 
imagination—but He will end it---and walk with you through it.  His gift to you…and 
me…is hope!  And hope is a choice we make.  Our hope is not in the season; it’s in 
God—the One who made the seasons.    
 

2. When Palm Sunday in April, 30 AD began, it was honestly the climax of everything Jesus 
and His Followers had been doing for 3 solid years.  The disciples began noticing Jesus and 
believing him when John the Baptist identified him at the Jordan River.  From that point on, 
Jesus’ fame grew exponentially.  Healing any kind of sickness and curing people of demonic 
power will do that!   His followers didn’t t know exactly what He was doing—and why—but 
they did know they’d never met anyone like him.   

 
a. It was really cool to be with Jesus.  Imagine thousands of people in an outdoor 

setting—all eyes turned toward Him—as He healed everyone brought to him.  I 
mean, these cases weren’t people who had one leg shorter than another—these 
were people whose faces had been eaten away by leprosy, crippled and missing 
limbs—even dead people were raised. 

 
-But what was most astounding was Jesus’ teaching.  It was clear and direct; he 
used stories and illustrations—and brought hope!  He spoke to people’s hearts—not 
just their minds.  The really surprising thing was that irreligious people loved admired 
him—and wanted to be with Him!   
 

b. Perhaps the most astounding thing about Jesus was His absolute power over the 
forces of darkness.  They were scared to death of Jesus—and he drove them out 
with a single word.  And Jesus’ power also tamed the forces of nature.  On at least 
two occasions—he calmed violent storms—and the waves they created, with a word 
of rebuke.  This wasn’t coincidence!   

 
c. Another part of Jesus’ ministry during this time was His extraordinary wisdom and 

courage.  He faced down the people who were threatened by what He said and did—
and met them right where they were—and called out their hypocrisy.  And the people 
who were being bullied loved it!   



3. In the summer season of following Jesus—it was really cool to be good friends with 
Jesus—and part of his closest team.  See, Jesus was a celebrity—and that made them 
celebrities!   

 
-I’m guessing that most of you can think of the perfect summer day.  For some of you, it’s 
laying on a beach, reading a book—and doing your best to get skin cancer.  Okay, that was 
an unfair shot!  For me, a perfect summer day usually has something to do with water, water 
sports and fishing—and then a great cook-out with fresh fish. Fish I caught! 
 
-One of the great summer days for Jesus and followers—was the day Jesus totally ruined a 
funeral.  A close friend of Jesus’, Lazarus, had died—and Jesus wasn’t there to heal him.  
Lazarus’ sisters, Mary and Martha, we both broken by this and angry about it.  Jesus’ comes 
4 days late—and in an act of extraordinary power, calls Lazarus out of the grave where he’d 
been buried 4 days.  It was simply unbelievable! 
 
a. And that happened just before what we now know as Palm Sunday. Let me read the 

account: 
 
 As he rode along, the crowds spread out their garments on the road ahead of 

him. When he reached the place where the road started down the Mount of 
Olives, all of his followers began to shout and sing as they walked along, 
praising God for all the wonderful miracles they had seen. “Blessings on the 
King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in highest 
heaven!” But some of the Pharisees among the crowd said, “Teacher, rebuke 
your followers for saying things like that!”  He replied, “If they kept quiet, the 
stones along the road would burst into cheers!” (Luke 19:36-40 NLT) 

 
-Now, here’s the deal; Jerusalem was at the epicenter of the world of faith—and still 
is.  When the people saw this, the clear message, to them, was, “The days of Roman 
occupation are over!  We are now going to be the head of the world, not the tail!”  
The Messiah had arrived.  And the roar of he people shook the city!   
 

b. This, for the disciples, was Summer with a capital ‘S.’  They had been waiting three 
years for this moment!  And they were thinking—just like us on a day like that—I 
hope this never ends!   

 
4. But there were other people who hated it!  Think about it—people whose lives were 

consumed with talking about God and following rules and ceremonies to please Him—
could’ve reached out and touched him—and they didn’t!  In fact, they were enraged! I’ll 
tell you why.  When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead—this was no back yard 
celebration.  Lazarus was well-known.  This is how John’s account puts it:   

 
Many in the crowd had seen Jesus call Lazarus from the tomb, raising him from the 
dead, and they were telling others about it. That was the reason so many went out to 
meet him—because they had heard about this miraculous sign. Then the Pharisees 
said to each other, “There’s nothing we can do. Look, everyone  has gone after him!”  
(John 12:17-19 NLT) 
 
-Now, here’s what’s both odd and tragic.  The people who written best sellers on the coming 
of the Messiah—MISSED IT!  Instead of having eyes to see what God was doing, their plan 



was to stop it by killing Jesus—and Lazarus, if necessary. And that’s why Jesus cried.  He 
could see the future!    
 
But as he came closer to Jerusalem and saw the city ahead, he began to weep. “How 
I wish today that you of all people would understand the way to peace. But now it is 
too late, and peace is hidden from your eye…Because you did not recognize it when 
God visited you. (Luke 19:41-44 NLT) 
 
a. The summer season of the soul is a time when life is good; when you feel safe, when 

there’s plenty to go around, and there are no crises looming on the horizon.  They’re 
the good ole days!”  

 
- Now, here’s what I know because I’ve done it!  It’s possible to be right in the 
middle of a blessed life—and miss summer!  Summer, actually, is the only season 
you can miss. You can’t miss the changes Fall brings.  And you sure can’t miss 
winter!  And in winter—when things seem frozen and dead and cold—you’re 
searching daily for Spring!   
 
 

b. Why do we miss summer?  Sometimes it’s busyness.  Sometimes it’s because we 
have a whining spirit—and we complain about everything.  It’s too hot…I hate 
mosquitoes!”  Sometimes it’s a forensics thing; we mistake our fingerprints for 
God’s.  We’re actually arrogant enough to think, “I have me to thank for this!”   
-So, my simple advice to you is—don’t miss the summer season of the soul 
—cause it won’t last forever. Remember that God is the Giver of every good and 
perfect gift—not you!  Give Him credit—and take the time to enjoy it!    
 

c. Secondly, make sure you include some celebration in your life.  The ancients said 
that if you don’t take time to celebrate the goodness of life, sin starts to look more 
attractive.  When some crabby religious people asked Jesus to quiet the kids, He 
replied:   

 
“If they keep quiet, the STONES will cry out!" (Luke 19:40 MSG)   
 

d. There's one final thing I want to say about summer:  Don’t forget God!  It’s a 
documented fact of history that when things go well—and there’s an abundance of 
good things, we look in the mirror and say stupid things like,  "I created summer! 
Yea ME!"  So, be a grateful!  Get down on your knees and say, “Oh, God, I am SO 
grateful for every good thing I enjoy!  Thank you!  

 
5. But we all know that at the end of summer, the Fall winds start to blow.  The leaves look 

nice for a while—but then they fall—hence, the name!  And change puts us right into a kind 
of tunnel of chaos—you know—where we all are, right now.  What no one knew was that 
Palm Sunday was the last day of summer!   

 
-Jesus was in the temple—Herod’s pride and joy, cleaning it out—shutting down a whole 
massive money-making system that made the priests rich—and helped Rome prosper.  
What do you think happens in any major city if you go after power, pride and money?   
Big trouble!  And now Jesus was on their turf!  And with winds of change began to 
blow—and the real hostility started.  



a. This shouldn’t have been a surprise to Jesus’ disciples; He’d told them plainly—
several times—about what was in store for him.  Right after Peter proclaimed Jesus 
as the Messiah, the narrative says:   

 
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life (Matthew 16:21 NIV). 
 

b. And Fall came.  If I’m reading the Disciples right, there was this feeling of dread: 
“Wow!  Something’s going on—and I’m scared!  That evening was when Mary, as 
an act of devotion, poured ointment on Jesus that was worth the equivalent of 
$50,000.  That set Judas off—and he immediately left to betray Jesus.  Fall wasn’t 
on the way.  Fall had arrived!   

 
-The disciples may have said to Jesus, “Just back off a little—I mean the High Priests 
and Pharisees could be useful friends!”  But Jesus didn’t—and they weren’t just 
cranky—they were out for blood.  And the stir Jesus was creating had the Romans 
nervous, too!  It was at the Last Supper—the Passover celebration—that Jesus 
clearly told his disciples.  Fall is here!  I’m going to die—and it’s going to feel like 
winter!   
 
-It was the reality check; that they weren’t going to sitting on cushy thrones, 
sentencing the Roman Emperor and all his cronies to death.  They would face death!  
They were to serve—not be served! 
 

6. So, about 4-5 weeks ago, we passed from the summer season—life as normal—to Fall.  
And it happened very quickly.  The number of COVID-19 cases, especially in the US have 
soared—with 51,000 of them in NYC.  We’re in a time of upheaval.  The corona virus has 
caused normal life to grind to a halt:  stock market, work, schools, travel, sales of just about 
everything, restaurants, sports, whole sections of the government, and family life. 

 
-It’s a tunnel of chaos.  We don’t know when it’s going to end—or what it’s going to feel like 
coming out of it! Things have changed—and some things will never be the same again.   
 
-At the communion table that night—when Jesus talked to His disciples about the changes 
coming their way, He actually had to stop because their eyes were glazing over.  Jesus 
said, “I have more to tell you—but I think you’ve reached the saturation point!”  And they 
had. 
 
a. In times like these, guys sometimes do the bravado thing.  When Jesus said, “One of 

you will betray me” Peter immediately piped up and said, “Not me, Lord!  I’d never do 
that—I’ll die for you!”  Jesus said, “Uh, Peter—yes you will!”   

 
-It’s at this point that Jesus encourages them.  Know what it means to be 
Encouraged?  It means that someone pours courage into your heart!  Jesus said, 
“The most powerful force in the Universe—the One who performed miracles 
through Me—will now be in you!  And I will never leave you!    
 
-“Not only that, I’ll give you power.  You’ll do greater things than me!”  And it was 
clear, Jesus was handing His Mission—to them!  And then He prayed for them!  



Know what else Jesus did?  He prayed for us!  That we’d love one another—that His 
love would encompass the world!   
 
-Like these disciples, we’d all like to think we have the courage to handle change; 
that we can tough out a time like this—and not be anxious or afraid.  The truth is that 
we, at times, feel overwhelmed—so much so that it’s hard to think straight.  See, you 
can only stay in the tunnel of chaos so long. What you need to know is that you 
aren’t alone-and you don’t have to figure everything out in there!   
 

b. Fall—especially early Fall--has always been my favorite season. I love summer, but 
Fall gives me energy. I love the beauty. I love running when it’s cool outside.  I used 
to think I loved change, too.  I saw myself as a fearless change agent!  I thought, 
“Why don’t people like this?  Change is good!  Change is necessary!  How could a 
baby ever grow up without change?”   

 
-Then, a number of years ago, I went through a time where almost everything 
changed—from how I did my job right down to the structure of our family, my parents 
lives, Lori’s parents lives—our kids lives, my work, where we worshipped—who are 
friends were—and weren’t.   
 
- Suddenly I, Mr. Lover-of-Change, began to long for a place in my life where I had 
at least one foot on solid ground.  Some of you are saying, "Hey, it serves you right!"  
I know. 
 

c. Change can create health problems. Did you know that? A study done in 1967 called 
the Holmes-Raeh stress test—ranked change from 1 to 100—and then laid out how it 
affected us.  100 is the effect of having a spouse die—and it goes right down to a 12 
for Christmas.   

 
-At one point, I added up all the changes I was going through—and scaled out at 
294.  At 300, you’re supposed to be dead!  At that rate, I couldn’t even afford to get a 
speeding ticket!   
 

 -And some of you are maxxed out on change, aren’t you?  The problem is that Life 
is about CHANGE!   Some of you remember Joan Lunden.  After being forced out of 
her role as the host of Good Morning America, she said, "The only one who enjoys 
change is a wet baby." 

 
7. So, if we really don’t like change—how do we handle it?  The key word is transition.  All 

by itself change happens and dumps you into what’s next.  Transition is not about loving 
change; it’s about not running from it.  Transition is the process of actually facing change 

 —and adapting to it.  William Bridges wrote a book by that title a few years ago and said 
that transition is the process of letting go of the way things used to be—and then taking 
hold of the new.    

 
-See, life is actually a whole series of beginnings and endings.  Think of how many of those 
a baby goes through just to get to school.  “You know, I miss the good old days when Mom 
fed me with home-made milk and carried me where I needed to go.  That was way more 
efficient!”  Being dependent has to end for independent to begin.   
 



-Here’s our struggle—it’s hard to imagine that something like COVID-19 could cause things 
to change for the better.  And that’s where the fingerprints of God come in.  When God 
works in horrible situations—good can actually come out of them—even when change is 
forced on us.  Here’s what I know; we always have a choice as to what we’re going to do 
with change that gets forced on us.   That’s where HOPE plays a massive role!    
 
a. Jesus, because He was God, could’ve forced the religious leaders and the Romans 

to end their campaign to end his life.  Remember his words to Peter?  “I could ask my 
father for thousands of angels—and he’d send them right away!”   

 
-But Jesus knew that God had a much, much greater plan.  His plan would reveal all 
religion for how empty it is—and reveal how full of ourselves we really are. His plan 
was not preserving the Good Ole Days—but saving the world—using people just 
like us!  See, that takes God.  We’d never think of that!   
 
-As someone has said, “Don’t be afraid of the future—Jesus is already there!  Our 
struggle is the in-between time--between what used to be and what will be.  If you 
use the imagery of the trapeze profession—it’s the space between the trapeze you 
leave and the trapeze you catch—you know, when you’re hanging in mid-air.  Does 
anyone remember the PEANUTS cartoons?  It’s Linus when his blanket is in the 
drier!   
 

b. Our hope is not in what we see always staying the same; our hope is in a God who 
loves us and controls all things.. Our hope in unstable times is a God who makes 
promises and keeps them!  Promises like, I will NEVER leave you!  Promises like 
the verses I quoted 2 weeks ago:     

 
I’ll show up and take care of you as I promised …I know what I’m doing. I have 
it all planned out—plans to take care of you, not abandon you, plans to give 
you the future you hope for. When you call on me, when you come and pray to 
me, I’ll listen. (Jeremiah 29:10-12 MSG) 
 

 -The winter—which would show up the next day, would make everything look 
hopeless.  But He was very clear—that they wouldn’t be left alone with Him in a 
grave and them trying to carry on as best they could with their own resources and 
strength.  No.  He would not leave them as orphans!  He is the way, the truth and 
the life!  To see Him was to see the Father! 

   
-This, however, was a necessary step.  Only—only His  sacrifice for sins could 
change the world!  Tough?  Yep!  For everyone!  But then, redeeming the world 
is no easy task!   
 

c. And this leads to an important question when it comes to change: What am I 
learning?  You can learn a lot about yourself in times like this—and need to—if 
you’re going to grab what comes next.    

 
-As kid, I was seriously into snakes, frogs, salamanders and bugs.  I caught a 
caterpillar and put it in a jar—and it wove a cocoon!  Well, I waited and nothing 
happened—so I cut it open.  Sure enough, it died in there.  Something amazing 
happens in there—called metamorphosis—transformation!  But just like superman 



is not supposed to stay in a telephone booth, we’re not supposed to build a little 
cocoon and stay in the tunnel of chaos.  We pass through it!   
 
-Paul describes the kind of change we go through with the same word; 
Metamorphao. When we present ourselves to God for Him to do what He needs  
to do—we’re transformed—and then we can have a transforming impact on our 
world!  
 
See, fall is a time of…change that changes us!  When it happens to caterpillars, 
they go from crawling around in trees eating leaves—to butterflies that fly above the 
trees!   
 

8. So.  Caterpillars build cocoons by instinct—and go through this dramatic change.  Our 
instinct is to fight it!  That’s why Paul, after telling us what Jesus did—and why He did it, 
tells us to let the transformation He experienced in the tomb—happen in us.  But we 
have to present ourselves to Him so that we can impact a world that desperately needs 
Him—right now.   

 
-It means believing that He is not just yanking us out of a great season of life into 
something worse.   That belief is called hope—the kind of hope an expectant Mom has 
which gives her the courage to go through the immense change of bringing new life 
into this world!   
 
a. Listen to what Jesus said to guys who didn’t know what to expect:   
 Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in me.  
 (John 14:1 NIV) 
 

-Jesus is saying, “You know what tunnel of chaos thing you have going on in your 
heart?  It’s normal—but it doesn’t have to continue.  Trust in God!  Trust in Me, 
too!  And there’s a great question I need to ask in this time of chaos—when 
everything has changed.  Who are you going to trust?  If a tiny strand of virus can 
shut everything down—why not trust the One who made everything? 
   

 b. Jesus made another promise: 
 

Peace I leave you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world 
gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and DO NOT BE AFRAID.  
(John 14:27 NIV) 
 
-I don’t know if you heard the announcement from the US President this week—about 
tough times ahead, that 100,000 people could die from the corona virus.  See, I have 
a lot of family in the US—many who would be in the high risk category—and I can’t 
do a thing about that!   
 
-Jesus offers us this chance to just let go of this backpack filled with rocks—and 
crushing load of  load of uncertainty and anxiety about our future—and just leave it 
with Him!  Would you do that?  If so, He will help—because, see, He’s the only One 
who has access to your soul. 
 

c. Jesus makes one more statement in the tunnel of chaos—and it’s for us, too: 



Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief.  But I tell you the 
truth:  It is FOR YOUR GOOD that I am going away.  Unless I go away the 
Counselor will not come; but if I go, I will send him to you. (John 16:7 NIV) 
 
-It’s this simple:  When God orchestrates change, it means that something better is 
coming.  These guys were thinking, “What could be better than having Jesus at our 
table?”  I’ll tell you what it is; it’s having Jesus at every table in the world!  For that 
to happen, he had to leave this table and die!   
 

9. In closing, let me just remind you; God’s fingerprints are all over everything!  You didn’t 
create the summer seasons of your life, so don’t take credit for them!   

 
-And remember—live with hope!  God’s fingerprints are all over the future.  He’s there.   
He’s in charge—not some rogue virus; not your health; not the banks, jobs, family—anything 
else.  What God has planned is better then anything you could possibly imagine.   
Trust Him!   

 


