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1. Believe it or not, Jesus had to deal with money!  He was paid for his carpentry—and then 

figure out how to pay his bills—taxes, food, clothes—and still help others.  Actually, he 
talked about money a lot!  And Jesus said, “If YOU don’t manage your money—it will 
manage YOU!”  It won’t just manage you—it will own you!    

  
 -What does it mean to manage your money?  Let me take my best shot at illustrating this.  

We all have a source of water in our homes—whether it comes from a well or from the city 
water supply.  Somewhere in your house there’s a  1” to 1 ½” copper pipe with a shut off 
valve on it.  Now, that pipe doesn’t pour water 24/7 into a pool in your basement—where to 
get water to bathe, do laundry or brush your teeth—you have to scoop it out—does it?   
That would be kinda messy and inconvenient! 

 
 -Water has to be…managed!  And our management system is called--PLUMBING!  If you 

want to get water from the source to where it needs to be—the sink, shower, laundry room, 
or icemaker--it has to be managed!  If you don’t manage the water—it will manage you!  

 
a.  Living in a world where there is plenty of clean water—and a means of getting it to 

where you need it—and not worry about contamination is amazing!  We need water!   
 -But if you’ve ever had water go where it’s not supposed to go, it can do a lot of 

damage!  A few years ago, I went to the family cottage in January.  When I went 
inside, water was running down the stairs and the basement was full.  A pipe had 
frozen and burst—and the water was managing us!  To the tune of about $80,000!  
And that was the intersection!  Water management and money management!   

 
b. Now, in case that image didn’t land, here’s another; Money is a tool!  That’s all it is. 

You work with tools, manage tools; CPA’s,  CPAs, roofers, mechanics butchers, and 
carpenters all love their tools.  But they’re only tools!  And tools have to be 
managed!  If a chain saw, for example, starts managing you—bad things happen.  I 
have a good friend whose chain saw got out of control—put a crease in his chin, his 
chest, and his leg!   

 
c. Most people want to be happy—that is, be at peace with their money.  Many people 

think, “To be at peace with my money I need more!”  So, how much more?  And 
you know the answer; more than I currently have.  And this is true no matter how 
much people make!  And when they do have more—it doesn’t bring them peace!   

 -Would you like to hear the secret to staying on the happy, peaceful side of 
money?  It’s an M word, but it’s not MORE—it’s  MANAGE!   

 
d. In the past 5 weeks, the corona virus has thoroughly  disrupted the financial stability 

of our world in general—as well as most families.  If you want to be at peace with—
and happy with your money, this is how.    
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2. The starting point for all of this may surprise you; it’s all through the teachings of Jesus, 
but it starts way before He showed up.  Would you like me to read that exact passage 
where it starts?  GOOD!  I was hoping you’d say that!  

 
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and 
the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”  
(Genesis 1:27-28 NIV) 
 
-What this is saying is that right from the beginning, our mandate from the One who made 
us is that we have been made in the image of God and given the authority to rule over 
—that is manage the resources and the life on this planet.  So if God made it and He  
entrusted us to manage it—Who does it actually belong to?  The answer is—God!   
-We think what we have is ours when we die, it all slips out of our hands into someone 
else’s.  Then it slips out of their hands.   THAT IS A FACT! 
 
a. Some of you have management jobs—and will hopefully resume those jobs in a few 

weeks.  Let’s say you’re managing someone else’s money or property; Can you do 
anything you want with it?  In case you’re wondering—no!  Managers watch over 
money and property—and sometimes develop it—and are accountable for it—but 
don’t OWN it.  If you forget that, I’ll come visit you in jail!  

 
b. And if the person you’ve entrusted your money to has managed it right into their 

pocket—you’d be upset, right?  Claiming something that doesn’t belong to you as 
your own is called--stealing!  To be a good manager you have to invest what’s been 
entrusted to you as the owner would want you to!   

 
-And the parallel is that all we have has been entrusted to us by God.  How much?  
ALL! He’s generous—but has given us His clear guidelines on how we use what 
He’s placed in our hands.   
 

c. Now, God has given us tons of freedom—and He doesn’t show up at our homes and 
burn his logo or trademark onto a wall—or ask us to file reports—or Profit-Loss 
statements.  But that doesn’t mean that He doesn’t care and we can just do 
whatever we want!     

 
3. If you were to summarize everything that God has said down through the years about 

money and how we manage it, it would all boil down to two instructions:  be wise and be 
generous.  That’s it.  WISDOM and GENEROSITY. Wisdom is about putting the plumbing 
into place so what God pours into our lives gets where it needs to go—and then spills over 
the edges to people He loves.  

 
-Jesus clearest statements tell us that the moment we think we own our money and stuff—
it actually owns us!  Most of his parables about money have to do with a boss, a king—
going on a trip and entrusting what they have to servants or managers.  Now, this isn’t just a 
coincidence—it’s a reminder—and fits a story Jesus told just days before He died.   
 
“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted 
his wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to 
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another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The 
man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and 
gained five bags more. So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. But 
the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money. After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled 
accounts with them.”  (Matthew 25:14-19 NIV) 
 
a. This story is about the Kingdom of Heaven—that is, the value system of Heaven 

and how it gets lived out in our lives.  The man going on a journey in this story is…?  
God.  And the servants…?  You and me.  And the bags of gold?  Well, it’s the 
treasure—the time, talents and resources that we have been entrusted with.   
-Just to be clear—this was a lot of money!  The one with 5 talents had 375 pounds of 
gold—worth 10.5 million—and the guy with only 75 pounds of gold was entrusted 
with over 2 million.  Most of you will make at least $2 million in your lifetime—plus all 
the time, the talents and opportunities you will have.   
 
-The owner in this story—didn’t have spies who watched them—but there was a final 
accounting.  So, just do the math; how much of this money actually belonged to the 
managers?  None of it!   
 

b. And after a long time away, the owner returned and his managers in to find out what 
happened.  The one with five bags multiplied it to 10; the one with 2 multiplied it to 
4—all through investing wisely!  So, how about the guy with 1 bag?  Zip.  Nada.  
Zero.  He buried it!  And then he blamed his mismanagement on the owner! 

 
-According to Jesus, the owner was furious.  You would be too if you invested your 
retirement savings with an investment counselor and he buried it behind the shed in 
his back yard!      
 
-To his credit, he doesn’t embezzle it or disappear in the Bahamas—but his words 
reflect his disrespect for the one who entrusted him with the amazing opportunity.  
He throws it on the table and says, 
 
See, here is what belongs to you! (Matthew 25:25 NIV)   
 
-Whatever his reasoning was for burying the money, it wasn’t either wise or 
generous—and the owner calls him a wicked, lazy servant.   
 

4. Now—I’m not interested in an exit interview like that!  I don’t think you are either—so 
let’s talk about plumbing.  Now, I realize that some of you wouldn’t call yourself a follower of 
Jesus—and that my “it all belongs to God” language doesn’t work for you. I get that.   

 
-Here’s the question that fits everyone who makes and spends money:  What would bring 
you satisfaction about HOW you used it at the end of your life?  If you’re just hoping to 
SURVIVE TILL YOU DIE, that is a goal you can meet!     
 
-Lets go deeper.   Would you find it satisfying if, at the end of your life, you have pretty much 
spent everything you earned on yourself?  If someone needed to describe your life, all they 
had to do was follow the trail of experiences and upgrades?   
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-How about debt.  Is anyone interested in leaving a mountain of debt behind that someone 
has to pay—likely your kids if you have them?   
 
-Here’s my point; I don’t think anyone—no matter what they believe about God—wants to 
just survive till they die!  Period! 
 
*I don’t think anyone wants to live a life where they’ve pretty much just taken up space and 
consumed.   And I  don’t think anyone wants to leave this mountain of debt behind that 
someone has to pay when they’re gone.   
 
a. Here’s the problem; if you’re taking your financial cues from TV and social media—

you need to know that this is what they’re all pushing you toward.  Know why?  
Because they—that is, the people who sponsor the ads want your money. They’re 
selling is upgrades and experiences which will push you into debt!   

 
 -It that’s not to happen, you’ll have to manage your fear of being left out—and 

manage how you use your money.  To do that, you’ll need some plumbing. 
Remember the illustration?  Clean water is great—but it’s only useful if you get it to 
the places where you need it and want it.     

 
 -Now, the Davis’ plumbing system takes water to the kitchen sink, the bathroom, the 

dishwasher and the humidifier in the basement.  What gets priority?  Well, the 
kitchen first—and the humidifier last.   

 
b. Here’s what I know; you will live on a percentage of your money—so why not decide 

what that percentage will be?  That’s what management is all about!  And that 
means you’ll need to decide what kind of a person you want to be—and what you 
want your legacy to be. If you don’t have a plan, then your legacy will be, I spent it 
all on me!  That’s the default!    

 
 There are only a few things you can do with money, really;  
 1) Spend it 
 2) Repay Debt 
 3) Pay Taxes 
 4) Save It 
 5) Give It 
 
 -Now, here’s the deal; this is usually the order we spend our money in too—except 

for taxes part.  If you want to save money and give money, but they’re last on your 
priority list, you and I both know it won’t happen.  Jesus, right in the context of talking 
about worry and anxiety having enough food, clothes and shelter assures us that if 
we will trust Him and give him first place in our lives—He will care for us!   

  
-So why not flip the priorities:   
 

 GIVE 
 SAVE 
 LIVE 
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 -If LIVE is at the top of your list, you and I both know that both giving and saving will 
get the leftovers.  Is that what you want?  If you don’t have a plan to manage your 
money, it will manage you!    

 
c. Now, remember the bottom line; we’re not…owners—we’re managers.  That means 

that God has priorities; He wants to bless others through us, provide for our 
future, and bless us. It’s clear that He has expectations for how those who manage 
invest what He has given.   

 
 -To tip us off, God has promised that blessing others brings way more joy than 

taking and consuming.  The promise is that when we give, God continues to bless 
what we have so we can continue to give.  To put is as simply as possible—giving 
brings joy, contentment and satisfaction.  But…you don’t experience that if you 
never try it. 

 
 -My challenge is—Why not?  Choose an organization or a cause that you would 

love to see prosper—figure out a percentage (the Bible suggests starting at 10%--
enough that it takes some faith) and do it!  I have yet to meet a person who says, 
“You know, I tried that and I totally regret it!”   

 
d. The next priority is to save. Know why?  It’s because, as Jesus said, stuff 

happens—like COVID-19.  And added to that are wear and tear—and the dumb 
things we do—like leaving the kitchen tap on!  And an enemy of that is our flexible 
friend!  These things aren’t bad—if you pay them off every month!  If you don’t,  

 it will sabotage both your giving and your saving.   
 
 -The book of Proverbs has a word for people who spend everything they have 

without planning for the future.  Know what it is?  Let me read it for you: 
 
 The wise person saves for the future; the foolish person spends whatever he  
 or she gets. (Proverbs 21:20 LB) 
 
 -By the way, right now people like us are spending about 110% of our income!   
 

5. So.  When it comes to financial plumbing, do you mind if I make a few suggestions?  
  First—leaks!  If you have a leak in your plumbing, you’d better find out where it is!  

Addictions are leaks!  If you smoke cigarettes, you spend about $3000 a year.  Weed?  
About $5000 a year. Shoes? I have no idea! Hopefully you don’t smoke your shoes!   

 
-Think about gambling or playing the lottery.  If you’re a foodie—you can spend a lot of 
money on gourmet food—and then you have to pay to go to the gym!  Feed an appetite 
and…?  It grows!   
 
-Actually, we’re all tempted to overspend in some area of life.  Some of us are impulsive 
spenders!  Put me in front of a Canadian Tire flier with 70% off—and I’m gone!  Some are 
compulsive spenders—they’re addicted to shopping.  One woman I knew borrowed money 
to buy a car, sold the car, and then blew all the money on a shopping spree!   
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a. Some people are revenge spenders.  A revenge spender is a person who uses a 
14’ aluminum fishing boat for years—and then goes out and buys a 32’ cigarette boat 
called Lookit Me NOW!  

 
 
b. Then there’s the boredom spender.  “I don’t have anything better to do, so I’ll go 

shopping!!”  Some of us could be called special interest spenders.  That is, we’re 
real good on spending plans, giving, restraining ourselves—until we hit an area of 
passion.  Like boats, tools, antiques or shoes!   

c. Finally, there are Status spenders.  Know what is often behind this?  It’s this weird 
thing about either wanting others to know that we’ve made it—or to get people to 
think, “I wish I had that!  I wish I had a body like that, a life like that…!”   

 
-Coveting is a big deal in our world, isn’t it?  In the original big TEN, God says, “Don’t 
do it!   Don’t covet your neighbor’s wife—or husband.  Don’t covet their house, that is, 
their lawn…or lawn tractor, their donkey—the brand new Lexus SUV.   Do you think 
God has a problem with us wanting people to covet what we have?  Same category, 
right?   
 
-If you have a struggle with trying to keep up with what others have, I have a 
suggestion.  Just say, You win!  You have the coolest stuff!  I concede victory to 
you!  Take your victory lap!  In fact, right now, let’s just do a mass confession:   
You win!  I concede defeat and refuse to compete.  There!  Doesn't that feel 
better. 
 
-If you don’t take care of the leaks, you will never get around to giving and saving. 
   

6.  I’m guessing that some of you, right now, are struggling with a load of debt—and it’s hard!  
On the Instagram post for this series, I asked, “What if our money talked!  Blabbed our 
secrets!  Talked back to us?”  There are eras of my life when my money have said, “What 
did you do with your brain, Ken—cause you’re not using it!  Didn’t you see this coming?   

 
 -What I want you to do is push back on the shame and the confusion you feel.  All it does is 

demoralize you and kick you around.  You have to manage your money—or it will manage 
you!   

 
-Any financial planner will tell you that you have to have a plan—and you do!  The Spirit of 
God says you need more than that.  To manage money well in a world like ours takes 
commitment.  Character.  Perseverance.  And it takes one of the powerful qualities the Holy 
Spirit brings to us; self-control!  And that’s exactly what we need.  See, we drift into debt, 
but no one drifts out of it!   
 
a. There are three principles you have to remember if you’re in a mess: 
 

1) First, there is hope!  You can get out of a mess—so cling to that!  People have 
gotten of messes that are way worse than anything you’re in.  And God has promised 
to help you—without shaming you and kicking you around.   
2) The second thing to remember; You CAN live on what you make!  
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3) Third, you get out of money messes little by little—not by winning the lottery or 
through some massive check in the mail from a long-lost uncle.  But to get out—
please hear this—you will regularly have to spend less than you make!  And that 
means change! 
 

b. Now, you all know that I’m not some financial whiz—so all of these principles are 
borrowed from what I’ve heard—and applied over the years.  There are four steps 
that anyone has to take to get out of debt.  Want to know what they are? 

 
 1) First—you need to figure up exactly what you owe!  Total up the balances on 

your credit card, installment loans, mortgages—and loans from friends.  Make sure 
you know what the terms of repayment are.  

 
2) The second step:  Stop going into debt!  Don’t take on any more debt for any 
reason!  And you’ll have to make some radical choices.  You may have to find less 
expensive living space—or get rid of a car.  And the credit cards have to go!  If you 
want to be creative, put them all on a piece of foil—and put them in a 450 f. oven for 
15 minutes.   
 
3) The third step is to develop a repayment plan and stick to it!  This is where you 
develop a budget—that is plumbing that will help you give, save, repay debt, and 
live.  It looks like this: 
 
10% - Give  
10% - Save 
10% - Repay Debt 
70% - Live 
 
-The savings part feels a little contradictory, but if you don’t have savings, you’ll hit 
the inevitable emergency and go right back into debt 
 
-Finally—and this will be the hardest part—develop a plan to live in the 70% that’s 
left. Come up with a plan—and then spy on your money!  Track it!  You need to 
be a-knowin’ where your money’s a’goin’!   
 
-You may be thinking, “That’s impossible!”  So…what are your options?  To go 
deeper in debt?  You may have to sell some of your assets—and make some 
permanent  adjustments to how you do life.  But it will be worth it when you hear the 
debt chains fall off and hit the pavement!   
 

c. Our biggest problem, I’m thinking, is staying out of consumer debt.  See, we’ve been 
tricked into thinking that we cannot live without debt!  I know—I was there!  I used 
to say things like, “We can’t afford to pay cash for things—especially a car!”  The 
question that came back is, “So how can you afford to pay more for it by buying it on 
credit?   

 
 -One of the things that jarred me most on the issue of interest is the comment: 

Interest is the rent you pay on money.  You don’t get to keep the money—and if 
you can’t pay the rent, you have to give it back!  
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 -See, what happens is this; the more consumer debt you rack up, the more your 
standard of living shrinks.  You still have to pay to live—and you also have to pay the 
rent on the money you’ve borrowed!  What you want to do, according to Jesus story, 
is invest the money God has entrusted to you so that that someone is paying you the 
rent!    

 
d. It might be helpful to understand your spending habits and why you feel the way you 

do about money.  Lori and I were raised very differently when it came to money.  Her 
parents were very careful when it came to saving their money.   

 
-My parents were generous—but money management was more like “Hacuna 
Matata!  No worries!”  Their generosity was a great example, but Lori had to teach 
me that paying cash for a car is better than making payments for all eternity—maybe 
longer!   We decided, early on, that we wouldn’t have a credit card.  When we finally 
had to, our policy was Pay the entire balance every month!  We did…and I’m 
glad!  
 

7. Here’s the problem.  Saying stuff in a closed environment like this only makes us feel 
better—until it’s…decision time! Jesus, right in this context, puts his finger on one of the 
core issues; fear.  Worry.  And I’m guessing that worry is where a lot of people in our world 
are at right now. 

 
 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 

your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 
Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?”   

 (Matthew 6:25-27 NLT) 
 
 -How many of you have ever struggled with worry?  My Grandmother Davis was the poster 

child for worry!  She worried about everything!  Her worry did nothing to help her 
husband—who died at 47 of heart failure.  It never helped her son, my uncle, an alcoholic.   

 
-All it did was put her in a grave at the age of 62. Jesus says that worry is the most 
worthless thing you can do.  It’s like putting your car up on jacks, and racing the engine for 
hours.  It doesn’t change your situation; it doesn’t add time to your life.  
 

 -What makes worry so unnecessary—are the facts about your life and mine.  First, Jesus 
says, worry having enough  blinds you to the beauty of life! Life is more than what you 
eat—and more than what you drape over your body.  Worry reduces life to stuff!  And even 
when you have stuff—you worry about keeping it, protecting it, insuring it.   

 
 -And worry, according to Jesus, blinds you to the care and power of a Heavenly Father 

who LOVES you!  Who loves you enough to make sure you have food!  To make sure 
that you look nice, clean, and cared for!  He goes on to say:   

 
 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall 

we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them. (Matthew 6:31-32 NIV)  
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a. Jesus says that when you and I run around, wringing our hands, grasping for 
more—we’re acting like pagans—where having enough is about good luck!  He 
takes this into the relational arena!  The underlying question is, “So—who owns?   

 Is it you or God?”  See, if you’re not the owner—and your job is to manage what 
God gives you—why would He not give you what He’s called you to manage.  

  
 -And that turns His comment into a powerful question about trust.  Your Heavenly 

Father knows that you need food, clothing and water.  If He owns it all, loves 
you like a Dad loves His kids, and is aware of your needs—why wouldn’t He 
GIVE it to you!?   

 
 -And that’s actually what gets us into financial trouble.  It’s our lack of contentment 

with what God has given, it’s the belief that we are owners and need to have it—
even if it means going into debt—and even if it means cheating God and cheating 
others God has called us to help and serve. 

 
b. So, does this mean that we are like birds—we just float around in the air, land on 

trees, and bugs and berries?   No—we’re made in the image of God—to manage 
what He’s created.  But we are not God.  We still need to trust him—and we need to 
manage. 

 
 -And Jesus tells us specifically what to do. Don’t worry.  Don’t fret.  Don’t act like 

orphans—or kids with an abusive selfish Dad.  Trust his love.  And then these words: 
 
 But your heavenly Father already knows perfectly well that you need [all these 

things],  and he will give them to you if you give him first place in your life and 
live as he wants you to. (Matthew 6:32-33 LB) 

 
-And that’s where management starts.  Believing that God is the Giver of every good 
gift.  That if He wants me to have something I’ll have it.  That putting Him and 
putting his ways first in my life—is the way to peace—and the path to both physical 
and spiritual prosperity.  Here’s what I know; you cannot spend all you have on 
yourself and please God—and be who you want to be!   
 

c. We’re going to talk about this more next time.  Here’s my closing question for you.  
Will you put God first in your life, in your spending, in how you give and in how 
you live?  If not—WHY NOT—when it reduces the anxiety about you, about your 
money, about your kids, about their money—and about your future?   

 
-Why would you torment yourself with unnecessary anxiety and worry?  There 
is a Heavenly Father who loves you—and you don’t have to do that to yourself!    

 


