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1. Does anyone know what this is?  This Beanie Baby has been made in the likeness of a 

rodent we once shared a burrow with.  Punxsutawney Phil!  He put Punxsutawney, PA on 
the map for Groundhog Day!   

 
-Phil is a fat happy little rodent who is an out and out liar!  Knowing that, I was always 
surprised every February 2 when thousands of people came to town asking one question.  
Can anyone guess what it is?  Oh, that’s right—you’re online!  And I was going to throw 
fudge.  Oh well, I’ll save it!   
 
-The question was, When will winter be over?  And they asked that question because…?  
Winter is evil!  If you are a lover of winter, I have one question for you:  Have you ever met 
someone living in Florida who retired and moved to Timmons?    
 
-One author I read said this:  Some people say, "God made the winter, so it must be good."  
I'd say this.  There is no mention of winter in the Bible before the Fall.”   It’s true!  Read the 
book. Before the Fall, the world was filled with lush vegetation, constant fruit-bearing--
people didn't even need to wear clothes.  We don't know where the Garden of Eden was 
--but we do know that it wasn't in Toronto. 
 
a. I actually do enjoy all the seasons.  I just like some seasons more than others!    
 But this morning I want to start by talking to you about another kind of winter season.   

-It’s clear, right now, that Spring is coming—the robins are here—singing in the 
morning.  I saw a flower growing in our back year.  The rhubarb is coming up—along 
with the tiger lilies—and there are buds on the trees.  But in a world with the corona 
virus breathing down our necks, we are stuck in Fall and Winter.  Even though the 
days are longer and the snow is gone, no one is moving around much.  We have 
been told to stay home!   
 

b. We can actually do something about blizzards and ice storms—plow and salt the 
roads and even shovel our cars out.  We know that things will be pretty much back to 
normal in days—even hours.  Not with this.  COVID-19 has brought a darkness and  
a chill to our world.  And the question is the same—when will winter end?   

 
-See, we were made to gather with others.  At the very beginning God announced  
a core fact about who we are; it is not good for a person to be alone!  We were 
created by God to love each other, celebrate with each other, to mourn with each 
other.  This is too much isolation—even for introverts.  Are people happy about 
getting some down time…me time?  I’ve been honked at, barked at, glared at         
—I mean, people are getting irritable.  Domestic violence has spiked. When will 
winter be over?  
 
-If you want to escape the winter season of the soul—you can’t—so we’re been 
asked to hibernate—and it aint’ pretty.  If it’s just snow and sub-zero weather, 
there’s all kinds of escapist behavior, and we  



Canadians know how to do that!  Fly south.  Go on a cruise, visit a tanning 
salon.  But we can’t escape the winter season of the soul.   
 
-It’s actually, a little like the movie Groundhog Day—the helpless feeling of being 
stuck in something you can’t get out of, afraid that the end is not going to be pretty.  
And that’s what the winter season of the soul is like.  
  

c. Why do I bring this stuff up at Easter?  Well, first—it’s where we’re at in our world!  
Second, it is a very accurate description of where the followers of Jesus found 
themselves on what is known as Silent Saturday—the day between His crucifixion 
and his resurrection.   

 
-It was the day when all hope died that Jesus was who He claimed to be--Lord of all--
Savior of the world.  See, if the light of the world has died, all that’s left is darkness.   
died.  It was the darkest day in the history of the world.  
   
-The religious and political bigshots of his world had officially rejected him and 
declared him worthy of the worst, most humiliating death possible: Crucifixion!  
His followers watched it happen!  His death was violent, bloody—and beyond sad.  
  
-And for the disciples?  What do you do when the best, most beautiful--powerful, 
capable person you’ve ever met is dead, stuffed in a cave behind a massive 
immovable stone?  They felt stupid for believing—and giving up 3 years of their lives.  
They loved Him, but Jesus was a fake!  
 

d. See, in general, the winter season of the soul is when you feel like a failure.  You feel 
abandoned and you lose your sense of purpose, your place in life—or and support 
and friendship of people you love.  That’s what isolation, fear and uncertainty 
does to the human soul!   

 
-If they’d been interviewed on The National, or CP 24 on the Saturday before that 
first Easter, they’d have said, “I never saw it coming!  Even though He told us 
things would end like this I never saw it coming.”  And it would be the same 
statement on Easter Sunday.  “ He told us that Spring was on it’s way—and what 
was buried would spring to life again—I NEVER SAW IT COMING!” 
 
-Quite literally—it was beyond belief!—a new kind of life that would change the 
entire infrastructure of the world and bring hope to everyone who would choose it. 
 

2. We talked about Fall last week.  As you all know, Fall ends in winter.  One day, you wake 
up under a load of snow.  Winter has begun!  The winter season of the soul doesn’t start 
with snow; it always starts with fear.  I’m guessing that most of you felt the fear of the 
corona virus—even before things started shutting down.  Change in anything brings fear   
—because you always wonder, where is this going—and what does it mean for me? 

 
-I think winter started for the Disciples while they were still in Gethsemane with Jesus.  
When you see the One who’s always been strong and courageous crying and begging  

 you to say and pray with them, it unnerves you!  We read about Jesus’ prayer in 
Gethsemane—in the middle of the night. They were there! They saw him sweating blood 
and begging his Father to spare his life!   



a. And then they watched him die.  Some people say really dumb stuff about this.  For 
example, that Jesus didn’t really die—he just passed out and then was able to later 
convince the people who loved and followed him that He’d risen from the dead.  What 
we now know is that no one survived crucifixion!  If a Roman death squad let that 
happen—they’d be dead!   

 
b. There’s another theory that also baffles me.  It’s that Jesus’ disciples believed in 

Him so much they CONVINCED themselves that He’d risen! 
Listen to these accounts and tell me if that’s what it sounds like to you: 
 

 Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance.  She 
ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. 
She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we don’t know 
where they have put him!” Peter and the other disciple started out for the 
tomb. They were both running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, but he didn’t go in. Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also 
noticed the linen wrappings lying there, while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ 
head was folded up and lying apart from the other wrappings. Then the disciple 
who had reached the tomb first also went in, and he saw and believed—for 
until then they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus must rise 
from the dead. Then they went home.  (John 20:1-10 NLT) 

 
 -What you will not see in any of these accounts are the followers of Jesus high-fiving 

each other and saying, ‘We knew it would happen—because WE BELIEVED!”  Mary 
Magdalene is at the tomb looking for a body, crying.  When Jesus does show up, she 
thinks He’s the Gardener!  

 
c. None of the disciples initially even believed that Jesus had risen. When the women 

came in with the first reports, the guys thought they’d gone crazy!  I don’t know what 
they were feeling; I’m sure there was a lot of pain—and certainly a lot of unbelief.   

 In fact, kinda like us, they were hiding behind locked doors—afraid for their lives!   
 

-The truth is, they don’t believe until they saw Jesus, watched Him eat a piece of 
fish, and saw the scars on his hands and feet.   Then most believed—but not all.  
Matthew’s account says that when they saw Jesus on the mountain in Galilee—and 
he called them to tell the nations about him—some worshipped—and some 
doubted!  
 

3. Now, before I move us into full blown Spring, there are some things I want to talk about 
regarding winter—simply because that’s where we are!  Don’t you feel, right now, like life is 
on hold—that this is an in between time with no certain end to it?.  When you’re in the 
middle of winter—it seems like everything is dead, not asleep, right?  

 
 -Spiritually, there are a number of things that can throw you into a winter season of the soul.  

Everybody, if they live long enough, experiences winter.  There are a lot of things that can 
bring on this season.  A positive test result from the lab about your greatest fear--cancer--
brings winter. Maybe someone you loved and prayed for—died—or left you.  Sometimes it's 
something about yourself that you hate—and can’t conquer.  And the gap is widening 
between the person you'd always wanted to be, and who you really are. 



a. But what makes the winter season of the soul even more awful is that sometimes 
God seems to be silent.  Absent. At a time when you have more questions than ever, 
like, Why?  Why this?  Why me?--there are seemingly no answers. Remember what 
Jesus said to His Father as he was dying? Why have YOU forsaken me?   

 No answer--his voice echoed off the rocks.  
 
b. Most people want to know if there’s a way to navigate their lives so they can be 

winter-free.  Like 10 easy steps to winter-avoidance.  There are some people who 
think that if you're just positive enough—or spiritual enough, or strong enough—or 
rich enough--you can live in perpetual summer of the soul. 

 
 -And some Christians teach that if you have enough faith—you can live in perpetual 

summertime.  That's a great thought, but it's not what Jesus taught or lived!  
Teaching like that simply isolates people in their suffering when they need support.  
I mean, who wants to admit that they forgot to winterize their soul?  

 
4. One more thought about winter—especially the one we’re in.  I want to be really careful 

how I say this.  I don’t believe for a moment that God is kinda like a capricious Jack Frost 
who randomly zaps people with winter stuff.  I don’t believe for a second that God caused 
COVID-19.   

 
-Here’s what I do believe.  I believe that God’s plan is always pointing—not to our 
gravestone, but to eternity.  That is, He’s always trying to point us toward becoming the 
kinds of persons--living in the kinds of ways--doing the kinds of things—that last beyond 
this life.  Why?  Because this life is not all there is!  
  
-If you’re a gardener, you know that you have the option of planting annuals and 
perennials. Annuals are beautiful, but when winter comes, our favorite pig comes out.     
Not Phil, but Porky!  Th-th-that’s all folks!  When winter hits, perennials look like they’ve 
died along with the annuals—but in the Spring—BAM!  They re-appear—better and bigger 
than ever!!   
 
a. Here’s what I’m trying to say.  The reality that a tiny bit of virus from a wet-market in 

Wuhan could bring the world to a screeching halt, stop everything—and even hit 
both the Prince and the Prime Minister of England is clearly a wake-up call. Life is 
rolling along quite nicely and suddenly things—stock markets, education, restaurants, 
transportation and entertainment stop so suddenly—we have whiplash! Suddenly 
people are filled with fear and uncertainty.   

 
 -Jesus spoke to this!  He said that only dumb carpenters build their lives on 

sand—with no foundation.  The storm will come—and all you’ve built will be gone.   
 
b. Now, scientists know that winter is not a worthless season.  Actually,  a lot of stuff is 

still happening in the winter when everything seems frozen and dead. Trees are alive.  
Most insects and amphibians are still alive.  Animals like bears and groundhogs may 
be hibernating—but they’re alive.   

 
-We know this, cause Canadians are people of the winter!  Annuals die cause 
they’re--annuals!  Everything else is very much alive under the surface.  We hope 
for Spring. And our hope is not, maybe it will, maybe it won’t come.  It will come.  
We expect it.  We count on it!   



c. And that’s why I need to tell you; God’ fingerprints are everywhere!  He doesn’t 
wear gloves!  Hope is a choice you and I make to look for the; to see them—
whatever you’re in.  You CAN’T let go of hope!  Before they die, most people say, 
“Why is this happening to me?  I’ve lived a good life!  Jesus said: 

 
The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  I tell you the truth, 
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single 
seed.  But IF IT DIES, it produces MANY SEEDS. (John 12:23-24 NIV) 
 
-Do you get what Jesus is saying here?  The winter seasons of the soul are not just 
useless, pointless times of suffering.  God is always working in the dark times of life.  
Think about it:  When have you grown most in your life; is it in the summer 
seasons—when everything’s going right—or in tough times?  
 
-I know the answer to that question—and so do you—it’s in tough times! And that’s 
where you see the fingerprints of God!  It’s not lost time; it’s not a waste of time!  
You don’t need an escape plan—you need patience!  Winter hurts…but it never 
wins!  
 

5. If you know anything about Spring, you know that it doesn’t just pop in one day—and then 
the grass gets green, flowers bloom and the trees bud.  Spring is quite temperamental.  You 
think it’s here—then it’s not—and snows.  It goes up to 15c. and you think, “I’m gonna get 
my tires changed over and put the snow blower away!” Then we get 8 inches of wet, heavy 
snow.  

  
-After the horrible winter of Jesus rejection, humiliation and execution—then SILENCE! His 
resurrection isn’t what you’d expect where, BAM! the stone over the tomb blows up—then 
Jesus and the angels march out of the tomb and down through the middle of Jerusalem.  
Like Spring, it trickles in. He appears—then suddenly isn’t there.  He meets one person—
misses another.  But the cumulative effect is about how the most brutal winter on this planet 
melted away to a Spring that enveloped the world!  
 
-And it’s all so like Jesus.  The women who stayed with him right through the crucifixion 
and burial—are the first to see him and spread the news.  If someone in that culture were 
making this story up, they wouldn’t do that cause a woman’s testimony in court was not 
valid in that culture. Again, the fingerprints of God!  It’s like He says, “Oh YEAH?  Watch 
this!”   
 
a. Unfortunately, guys, in this story we’re a little thick-headed—or maybe just resistant 

to being too gullible.  When the women first tell the men they’ve met Jesus—all the 
guy disciples, “That’s crazy talk!”  Guys, we can be like that, can’t we!?  

 
 -That evening, the disciples are still hiding—afraid—trying to put the pieces of the 

puzzle together when Jesus walks in.   
 

That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because 
they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there 
among them! “Peace be with you,” he said. As he spoke, he showed them the 
wounds in his hands and his side. They were filled with joy when they saw the 
Lord! Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am 
sending you. “Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  



If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they 
are not forgiven.” (John 20:19-23 NLT) 
 
–When Spring came, the Disciples found out that death--the worst enemy of the 
human race, the one that cancels plans and sabotages dreams couldn't keep 
Him down!  See, that is the kind of hope you want to build into your life!   
 

b. One of the things we do around our place in the Spring is check for the damage that 
winter's done.  Winter is really hard on stuff; it drops tree limbs on roofs, freezes 
pipes, crushes cottage docks with ice.   

 
-What I love about Jesus is his tender way of checking in with his disciples.  His 
tenderness with Mary Magdalene is so beautiful—letting her be the first one He 
contacts.  As you read on in this passage, Thomas flat out says, “I’m not going to 
believe you unless I see Jesus—and put my fingers right in the holes the nails left!  
  
-So, Jesus, instead of saying, How dare you! gives him that chance.  And once 
Thomas sees that Jesus, His Savior really is alive!  And his confession rings down 
through time as the very first one to understand that Jesus is God. Thomas says,   
My Lord and my God!   
 

c. Peter has denied three times that he even knew Jesus—and he’s gutted with shame 
and regret.  So   Jesus meets him on his turf; right by the sea of Galilee.  “Try the 
right side of the boat, Peter!”  And then??  Another massive catch of fish.  I can 
tell he’s a true fisherman—cause he counts them:  153 big ones!   

 
-Peter’s so devastated, he’s about to go back to fishing.  Jesus says, “Peter—do you 
love me MORE than these?”  You know, the big haul!  Catching a lot of fish?”  
Peter says, “Of course I do!”  And Jesus tenderness as the God of the second 
chance is so beautiful.  He gives Peter three chances to re-affirm his love.  Cool, 
isn’t it?  Bottom line--then feed my sheep; care for my lambs.”   
 

7. Jesus’ resurrection is at the very core of all we believe.  See, when someone tells you that 
they’re going to get crucified—then rise from the dead—and they do that—and have 
breakfast on the beach with their followers—that’s someone I want to follow!  And THAT 
is at the core of our faith!   

 
-If Jesus controls death itself--is there anything He cannot and will not do in our lives, for 
our good?  Jesus’ rejection, torture, humiliation and death was the worst season of winter 
the world has ever seen—and Spring—NEW LIFE came three days later!  God used 
what was unthinkable—the death of His Son—to conquer the Roman Empire.  He used it 
to change the world—to created hospitals, public education, the justice system—and bring 
value to all people!  And we’re reminded of how world-changing it was and is every time we 
date every other leader who’s lived!   
 
a. Know what is most characteristic of this Spring?  Joy. Spring weather can be mucky, 

rainy, unpredictable, fragile.  Sometimes it snows-or floods. But the prevailing 
emotion is joy, cause winter is over! Summer is coming!  The vegetation is coming 
back; the darkness is over.  And who knows what good things the summer will 
bring?! 



 -Last Sunday I talked about a season of change in my life that was horrible.  It wasn’t 
just Fall—it was the dead of winter—and everything in my life at that point seemed up 
for grabs.  One Spring day, I went for a run—and it was like something really good 
broke loose inside—so much so I was almost giddy!  The winter wasn’t over—but I 
knew Spring was coming—and God has planted some really good things!   

 
b. It is so important to understand that if, IF on April 9, 30 A.D, there had been no stone 

moved, no Mary Magdalene meeting Jesus, no disciples running to see an empty 
grave, no Thomas—doubting—then believing—only a cross, and a pool of blood 
under it and a grave with a sign on it, OCCUPIED, that would have been a tragedy 
beyond belief.  See, then there would be no Spring after winter, and no hope for 
anything ever changing—in us, and in a world that is way off course. 

 
-But, as crazy and beyond belief as it may seem—Jesus did rise from the dead. 
And all you and I have to do is look at the evidence—cause the fingerprints of God 
are ALL OVER IT!  Follow the clues—the prophecies all through the Old Testament. 
   
-What you’ll see is a story that God himself would come here; that He had planned it 
all along—from the details of Jesus’ birth, His lineage, His miracles—right down to 
the details of his death.  Do the forensics; our fingerprints are all over Jesus’ death; 
God’s fingerprints are all over the life that He offers us because Jesus laid down 
His life!  
  

c. Why?  WHY? In Jesus own words,  
 
 For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that every one 

who believes in him shall not be lost, but should have eternal life.  
 (John 3:16 Phillips) 
  

-The mess, the cold, the pain of winter thawed into the most magnificent Spring.  
Now there could be real life!   
 
-Without the resurrection, Jesus would’ve just been like every other  person who's 
come along, made big promises and gathered a following.  But a person who just 
ends up dead, stays in the grave just like us—powerless to change anything—then, 
as Paul put it, we would be the most pathetic people who have ever lived.  
 

d.  Here’s what I know; everybody bets their eternity on something!  If you don’t 
believe in eternity, then you’re better it on Nietzsche or Richard Dawkins. I choose 

 —and hope is something you choose—to be my eternity on someone who is 
brutally executed—and has breakfast on the beach with his followers 3 days later!   

 
-And those followers, the eyewitnesses—all died for what they claimed to see!  And 
the very people in Jerusalem who saw all this go down believed in Jesus when Peter 
told them what had really happened!   
 
-And that day, as they went public through baptism, the same Spirit of God who 
brought life to a newly created world; who whispered the details of Jesus coming into 
the ears of prophets—from Moses to Malachi, who raised Jesus from the dead, now 
filled their hearts!   



-And His power in them—and those they brought to faith in Jesus—changed the 
world!  The Roman Empire was blown away by it—just as Danie predicted.  Spring 
brought an end to slavery.  Spring revealed the equal worth of all humans—women, 
children, slave, free, rich, poor, the failures and the successes.   
 
-And the Spirit of God now lives in the hearts of 2.5 billion people in this world.  
Honestly, He’d love to make His home in your heart, but He won’t kick down the 
door!  He knocks, urges, draws—which is what He’s doing right now.  All you 
have to do is invite Him in!  
  

8 I have one final thing to say about winter and spring.  It's this.  It’s why Jesus, Son of God, 
humbled himself—even to death on a cross—the most horrible and shameful way to die.  
He was human, he dreaded what was coming—knowing he would carry the weight—the 
shame, the guilt, the regret of every sin that’s been committed.  He did this so that we could 
move into Spring—growth, life, peace and hope. Remember his words? 

 
 Right now I am storm-tossed.  And what am I going to say?  ‘Father, get me out of 

this’?  No, this is why I came in the first place.  I’ll say, ‘Father, put your glory on 
display. (John 12:27 MSG)   

  
-See, if you and I miss the life Jesus offers us and make his death into a really cool history 
lesson, then we’ve missed the point of the whole thing.  And if you miss this—you will miss 
Spring—no matter what the corona virus does in the next months. 
 
a. Here’s what I’m saying; we need to learn—like pick up the clue phone on what’s 

happening right now.  Do you really want to base your life, your future and your 
eternity on a stock market or the entertainment industry—or how smart we all are—
that can be annihilated by a virus?  A virus that puts everything on hold until it’s 
done doing it’s thing.  Whatever else this is—it’s God’s wake-up call to a people who 
think life is about mating and making money to spend on upgrades and experiences!  

   
-At the end of his message on how to find happiness, Jesus said that the storms of 
life are what reveal what we’ve built our lives on—and if it lasts!    
 

b. See, the myth isn’t Jesus’ resurrection; it’s that you and I can bring Spring and 
meaning and worth and eternal life to our own souls.  That's simply not true.  That’s 
why Jesus had to come!   

 
-You could look at it like this; What good is Spring, and life and growth on the 
outside of our lives—when it’s winter, darkness, fear, and selfishness on the inside?  
God’s intent is to bring Spring, growth and life to your heart—and then through you 
to the world!   
 

c. For that to happen, all you need to do is extend just a tiny bit of faith—a mustard 
seed is all you need—and say, “Jesus—if you’re for real—if what Easter means, 
your being raised from the dead is really true—I want you to raise me from the 
dead—starting right now.  I turn away from death—from planting annuals, stuff 
that dies when I die—to doing what counts and living in a way that that lasts 
forever!”  

  



-And what Jesus promises is that if you will open the door in your heart—to the core 
of your life—He will come in.  And when He comes—the Spirit of God comes with 
Him—and He is the King of Spring!  Symbolized by both water and air—the two 
necessary components of life. 
 

d. When Jesus walked out of that grave, He changed everything—and he wants to 
change you—and He will change you!  See, you may not realize it, but His 
fingerprints are not just all over history; they’re all over your life—bringing you to this 
very moment.   

 
-The evidence is there.  God’s love for us is beyond belief!  What Jesus did that 
day, April 9, 30 A.D. is beyond belief.  And the forgiveness and joy—and Spingtime 
He brings to the human heart—is beyond belief!!  Will YOU believe?  

Prayer 
 

 
CLOSING CONFESSION 
Jesus Christ, though He was God—did not demand and cling to His rights as God, but laid aside 
His Mighty Power, and took on Himself the form of a servant—and the likeness of man.  But He 
was despised and rejected by men—a man of sorrow, acquainted with grief.  Yet, it was our grief 
He bore—our sorrows that weighed him down.  He was chastised that we might have peace—He 
died that we might have life. 
 
And we CAN…because Jesus Christ is RISEN…say it with me, “HE IS RISEN—INDEED!” 
 
 


