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1. Did you know that Jesus talked more about money—and told more parables about money 

than He did almost any other subject?  The first question is, Why? The second is, coming 
from a world with no stock markets, no cars, no mortgages and no shopping malls, does He 
actually know what He’s talking about?   

 
-Now, let’s start here.  How many of you have children?  How many of you have ever had 
them blab private stuff from your home—that embarrassed you in front of your friends?   
I mean, it was true—but not flattering!  
  
-So.  What if your money talked?  I mean, imagine it telling everyone about your debt, 
about how much you spend on fishing, golf, hair products and shoes?  Imagine it tattling on 
you for how much you eat out—and all the payments you make, and that it is now on a 
SlimFast diet?  Imagine it blabbing about how far in debt you are?   
 
-I mean, in some ways our money does tell a story, doesn’t it?  If you were to look at all my 
financial records, you’d know whether or not I give, what my favorite pastime is, and 
whether or not I practice what I preach! The biggest revelation that our money would blab 
about is—whether we’re married to it—or just friends—or ENEMIES!  It would chatter on 
about what we really value and really believe—and what we’re worried about—afraid of.   
 
a. And then there’s the issue about money in general—whether it’s lying to telling the 

truth!  Most people listen to what it says because it SOUNDS true!  It’s a familiar 
voice—and it pretty much says the same thing, no matter how much you have! 

 
b. Money definitely has a message for our world.  Jesus had a totally different 

message.  Would you like to know what it is? 
 

2. Right in the middle of the most important, the most complete message Jesus ever 
gave, Jesus goes into a long dissertation on money—and worry!  Let’s read the first part of 
what He says: 

 
 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. The eye is the 
lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light.  

 
But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the 
light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! No one can serve two 
masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.   
(Matthew 6:19-24 NIV) 
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 -Now, Jesus starts at a point where I think we can all agree. Money and stuff is 
vulnerable.  I’ll prove it; how many of you have some kind of insurance?  Home insurance, 
car insurance, health insurance, pet insurance, or life insurance?  Last I saw, the insurance 
industry is thriving! Insurance is the user fee you pay on your stuff.  Interest is the rent you 
pay on your money.  

 
 -There’s another indicator on how vulnerable our stuff is to depreciation.  How many of you 

have ever had a garage sale—or recently taken a big bag of stuff to Value Village or the 
Salvation Army?  How many of you have sold something on Kijiji—or traded in something 
you once treasured?  How many of you are as excited about your car as you were the day 
you bought it?  Anyone?   

 
-How many of you have ever had something stolen?  Or had something that rusted out?   
Or threw out food cause it had mold on it and critters in it?  Pretty much everyone here 
raised their hand on one of those things!  
  

 -Let me tell you what Jesus isn’t saying.  He’s not saying that it’s evil, dumb or selfish to 
have money and stuff.  Jesus had money and stuff!  Jesus had a business—and was paid 
for his work—and had to pay for tools and food and clothes like everyone else.   

 
a. Jesus is simply drawing us in with something we all know to be true!  I used to live in 

Pittsburgh, the rust belt of the world.  Take my word for it—in case you didn’t 
know—rust is not a discriminating consumer or a picky eater.   

 
-It eats Hyundai Pony’s and Mustangs and Bentley’s! Our money and stuff is 
vulnerable to changes in the economy caused by things like the Corona virus. 
Anyone felt the effects of that?  If you invested heavily in 8 track players, Blockbuster, 
or Kodak—you know it’s sensitive to technology!  
  

 -What Jesus is saying is this; All through your life your money and stuff are at risk    
—and then at the end of life—you have to leave it all behind.  Jesus asks:   “What 
will you have to show for 90,000 hours of work? What about the 45 years of earning, 
worrying and scrambling?  If it’s money and stuff you’ll ultimately lose, is that worth 
spending your one and only life for?  YOUR LIFE HAS TO GET BIGGER THAN 
THAT!   

 
b. The image that comes to mind is a donkey hauling a load of stuff while it chases a 

carrot on a string. “If I pull hard and run fast I’ll catch and eat the carrot!”  For us, 
the carrot is peace.  Pleasure.  Happiness.  Freedom from want and anxiety.  

  
-We assume that the connection between money and happiness--peace is…more.  
How much more money would it take to give you peace?  The universal answer is 
—MORE THAN I CURRENTLY HAVE! 
 

3. Now there is an M word that brings happiness—but it’s not MORE.  There are people who 
have more money than you—and they’re unhappy.  And there are people who have less 
money than you—and they’re happy.  The M word that brings money and happiness 
together is MANAGE. For money to bring any joy and peace—you have to manage it.   
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-I’ll tell you why.  When money isn’t managed well, you lose control of it.  If you don’t 
manage your money—regardless of how much you have—it will manage you.  And if your 
money and stuff is managing you—you feel out of control—and anxious.  And when you’re 
filled with anxiety—it is hard to feel happy.   
 
-Remember the definition of happiness?  It’s being at peace with God, at peace within, and 
at peace with others.  Now, this isn’t something I thought up.  Jesus teaches it.  Solomon 
taught it.  Paul teaches it in his writings. 
   
Here’s what I know; you can’t have peace with money when it’s running your life!  And it will 
hijack your life if you don’t wrestle it to the ground and tell it what to do instead of it telling 
you what to do!  We’re going to talk more about that next week, but here’s the first 
principle:  Jesus is saying that money and stuff is so powerful and so persuasive that if 
you don’t stop it, it will be your god—and run your life. 
  

 -Jesus starts with these words; he says that where your treasure is—that’s where your 
heart will be.  Now think about your heart.  Not the pump in your chest; the core of who 
you are—the center of your life—the part of you that orders your brain around—and 
insists you do things that don’t make sense.  When you feel the inner, I WANT that—
whether it’s prestige, food, power, drugs, attention, likes, sex or possessions and money   
—that’s your heart.  

  
 -See, your heart has a set of priorities—from what is truly first on the list—right down to 

what is last.  We give our hearts to Jesus—and it’s in that core that the Spirit of God takes 
up residence and guides your life.  Solomon said, Guard your heart for it is the 
wellspring of life.  Better check to see if there’s a dead rat in there—cause you drink out of 
it every day!  Your heart is where you feel joy, peace; it’s where you are either kind and 
generous—or selfish and nasty.   

 
 -Now, here’s what Jesus is saying; if the real treasure of your life is money and stuff—your 

heart will aim everything –decisions, priorities, relationships, activities--at that target.  We 
always aim our lives at what we value most.  Worship or worth-ship isn’t about what you 
do in church on Sunday; it’s about what it is that has ultimate worth in your life!  

  
a. Jesus’ compares what we treasure to the clarity of our eyesight.  He’s saying,         

“If you’re trying to see what matters and what doesn’t through eyes focused on 
money and stuff—the interior or your life will get very dark.”  Please hear what   
Jesus is saying here; This explains why sex trafficking and pornography exists.            
This explains why some people make a living out of scamming the elderly.   

 
 -Jim, one of my best friends, has had bad eyesight from the time he was a kid.  A 

couple of years ago, it had gotten worse—to the point where he had to use a 
headlamp to read pretty much anything.  He was terrified—because he thought he 
was going blind.  But the ophthalmologist told him he had cataracts.  Surgery gave 
him clear, 20/20 vision for the first time in his life. 

 
 -Jesus is saying, Money will be your cataract!  Life will get VERY dark—and so 

will your morals!  The filter of money and stuff blinds you!  …Your whole body will 
be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that 
darkness! 
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b. See, we don’t think of it like that.  We think, “Money is money, God is God, work is 

work, kids are kids.”  But Jesus says, “When money and stuff are driving the 
decisions you make—it will block out and rationalize anything that might get in it’s 
way so you don’t even see it!  !  

 
4. At the end of this section, Jesus makes a statement that is brilliant—even though we are 

tempted to think that He’s exaggerating.  He says: 
 
 No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you 

will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
money.  (Matthew 6:24 NIV)  

 
 -Most of us think, “Hey—I don’t have a master!”  Don’t speak too quickly here.  Jesus 

continues, “Either you’ll love one and hate the other—or be devoted to one and despise the 
other.  You cannot serve both God and money!  Jesus uses a very specific word here 
that the KJV transliterates:  mammon.  It includes money—but includes our possessions—
our stuff.  

 
 -Think about your money and stuff.  It’s the stuff you have, the stuff you want, the stuff on 

your wish list that you can’t afford—you understand, right?  Jesus is saying here that you 
will serve God—or serve—that is focus on buying, using, updating and taking care of--your 
money and stuff.   

 
 -Now, this is so incredibly insightful! Jesus is saying that the other major contestant for 

your attention and devotion isn’t the devil or sin.  It’s your stuff or your preoccupation with 
money—and the stuff you own.   

   
 -Our natural reaction to this is to say, “Hey, I don’t serve my stuff—and I don’t love money!”  

Read what Jesus said carefully; He uses the phrase, be devoted to.  Think about your 
house, your car, your clothes, your boat, your cottage, your savings.  How many of you have 
what could be called a strong attachment to it, you guard it and think about it a lot.   

 
-To be devoted to something means I watch it carefully; it factors into almost every 
decision—and owns real estate in my mind!     
 
a. Now, before you say yes or no—answer a question.  Has your desire for 

something ever caused you to DO something—to behave in a certain way?   
Has it ever caused you to do something stupid—you know, like buy a van at night, 
or buy a lawn tractor on Kijiji!  Has it ever caused impulse buying—you know, 
where in the heat of the moment, you bought something you didn’t need, or you’re 
still paying for something you don’t even have anymore?  
    

 -Has your focus on money and stuff ever caused you to do something you regret     
—where you were mastered by your devotion to money?  Have you every thought, 
“Why did I buy that?  Why didn’t we stay in the smaller house?  Why do I stand in 
front of my closet and think…(?) I don’t have a thing to wear! 

 
 -Jesus says that the main competition for the throne of your life is your money and 

stuff.  The desire to have more.  That has never changed!  If you read the history 
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of the Israelites and their temptation to worship bulls we think, “That’s dumb!  Why 
would someone worship a bull instead of God?” 

   
-What do they call it when the Wall St. or the TSX is booming?  A bull market!  
Growing wealth! A thicker portfolio!  It’s always been good luck or money or good 
health or stuff!  They thought, “Hey, if a little attention and devotion brings the rain 
and sun, grows more grain and grapes and makes my herds reproduce better—why 
not try it!”  
   
-And Jesus says, “If Mammon—the quest for more and better money and stuff, a 
better image, more ‘likes’ drives your life, you’re just going to just get irritated and 
frustrated with God!   
 

b. Jesus is Lord—and He deserves to be the focus of your attention—and has to be if 
He’s going to help you live well.  The alternative is yours and my desire to 
acquire—the god of More—Mammon.  And it you let it run things—it will actually 
enslave you!  

  
-And when you’re enslaved—you’re not happy—NO MATTER HOW MUCH MONEY 
YOU MAKE!  So.  Why do we do this to ourselves?  It’s a very simple principle:  
Marketing works! And here’s the process: 
 
-Awareness creates discontent—by informing you of all upgrades that are available 
for your phone, car and kitchen.  Awareness makes you want things you didn’t even 
know existed!  I mean, have you ever walked through the mall—or the boat show —
and walk out with something you didn’t even know existed! 
   
-Awareness breeds discontentment—that is, “I’m never satisfied for long with 
anything I have—cause I know what you have—and I know what there is to have!   
 

5. The second word is greed.  Now, I know that there are no greedy people here in this 
room.  I know that because you and I can’t see greed in the mirror.  No one would ever 
say, “My problem is that I’m just a greedy person!  Jesus told a story once about greed.      
It was about a farmer who was rich because his land produced good crops.   

 
-In that story, Jesus defined greed as the assumption; Everything that comes TO me is 
all FOR me.  This guy thought the solution—to having so much—was a storage issue; you 
know, bigger barns.   
 
“I might choose to throw a little at God and others, but what comes to me is   actually all 
for me!  And if that’s how you live, you are a greedy person. In the movie, Wall Street, 
Gordon Gekko—played by Michael Douglas says, “Greed is good!”  We have to decide if 
we’re going believe Michael or Jesus.   
 
a. Here’s the core problem.  Greed is an appetite for money and stuff.  And when you 

feed an appetite—it grows!  The desire for more is never fully satisfied.  If your 
discontentment is being driven by the awareness of what’s out there—and you live as 
if everything that comes your way is for you—you’re not going to stop when the 
money runs out because you’re a Canadian!  
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 -To quit spending because the money runs out is so old school!  We don’t have to 
stop when we run out of money! 

 
b. And that leads to the third word.  Debt.  Now you’re in deeper. Think about it; Is I 

WANT better than I OWE?  When you want something but can’t have it—it creates 
this tension inside.  Giving into I want creates more tension; I owe but can’t pay! 
Which tension is better—I WANT or I OWE and can’t pay?  You’ll be in one 
camp or the other.  That’s just true!  

  
-DEBT has been described as Spending money you don’t have to buy things you 
don’t need to impress people you don’t like!  Solomon said that the debtor is the 
slave of the owner—and slavery never makes you happy!   
 
-See, I WANT is between you and God.  If you ask what He thinks, He’d likely say, 
“Don’t buy it!  It’s dumb!  You don’t need it!’ Sometimes, in my life, I get mixed   
up between Lord and Lori.  Their voices are similar:  “Speak Lor, for thy servant 
heareth!”   
 
-Know what God says after you buy it?  You owe it—pay up!  See, as followers of 
Jesus, we are all called to pay our debts.  Why go into consumer debt and trade your 
peace for something that cannot bring you peace?   
 
-I think I told you about driving up Hwy 11 to the Muskoka’s and seeing this 32 
foot off-shore racing boat with the name, Gotta Have It painted on the transom.  
The irony was in the FOR SALE sign on it.  Gotta Have It…Gotta Sell It!   
 

 -Just a couple of facts; did you know that the more money we make, the more likely 
we are to go into debt?  Second, did you know that the average person in North 
America spends something like 110% of their income?   

 
6. So, if the goal of life is peace—and happiness—and the key belief is that money makes you 

happy—how does this all fit together?  Look at these three words: 
 
 Discontentment 
 Greed  
 Debt 
 
 -Which of these things brings peace and makes you happy?  Is happiness about sitting 

down with 100’s of catalogues, walking through boat stores, shoe stores, golf stores, car 
dealerships obsessing over—stuff you can’t have?   Does anyone do that and think, “I just 
love looking at things and wishing I could have them!  I feel so…complete inside!”  

 
a. How about greed--the Cookie Monster Philosophy of Life!  “Me SEE cookie, me 

WANT cookie, me EAT cookie!”   
 

-Think about greed.  Does consuming make you happy?  I mean, is that would you 
want to do with your life—consume, consume, consume—and be known as a 
consumer?  Does self-focus, self-interest, self-preoccupation in ANY form bring 
satisfaction and joy? 
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b. How about DEBT?  Does anyone here spread out all the bills from Visa, 
Mastercard, Amazon, Wayfair or Canadian Tire and say, “Wow!  I love my life!  
Thank you Jesus for bills to pay!”   

 
 -See, if More ultimately makes us more unhappy—and less contented—then we 

need to stop.  Let me say it again; the connection between money and happiness is 
not MORE—it’s another M word.  Management—and we’re going to talk more about 
that in two weeks. 

   
7. Now, I want you to remember who is talking to us about our money and stuff.  It’s Jesus—

Lord of all.  According to Him—He wasn’t just from God—He was God.  He authenticated 
Who He was by the miracles He performed, the prophecies He fulfilled and, especially, 
rising from the dead after giving His life on a cross.  The author of these words saw Him 
die—and days later, had lunch with him on the beach.   

 
 -I would say that gives Him just a LITTLE credibility when it comes to advice on money and 

happiness, don’t you?  Everything that Jesus and the other authors of Scripture taught 
about money can be condensed to two words.  Wisdom and Generosity.   

 
a. If you were to sit down and interview the happiest people you know, you’d find out 

that they’re, a) generous and, b) wise with their money.  And you need both 
wisdom and generosity!  People who are wise but not generous turn into misers.  
People who are generous but not wise get loaded up with debt. Contrast wisdom 
and generosity with discontentment, greed and debt.  

  
b. My next message in this series is going to deal with How To Manage Your Money.   

I want to leave you with this.  A key issue in this next generation coming—of which 
many of you are a part—is anxiety.  Anxiety is not a happy way to live—and that 
leads to some very destructive ways of trying to cope. 

 
-It’s right after these words about money that Jesus addresses the issue of 
worry/anxiety.  He says…don’t worry!  There is a Heavenly Father who is carefully 
watching over you—knows what you need—and you don’t have to grind up your 
stomach—OR sell your soul into debt! And then He says, Set your sights on 
something way, WAY bigger than you and your next acquisition—the Kingdom! 
 

c. Now, here’s where I’m going with this.  Today we have parents who will be 
presenting their most precious possession to God—their children!  This is a 
formal invitation for God to guard them, watch over their souls, and be the center 
line down their highway!   

 
 -All their lives, your children will have to deal with money.  They’ll see what other 

kids—and other families have.  There will always be cooler toys, cooler phones, 
cooler clothes and you can bet that those who market this stuff—will ratchet up the 
pressure.   

 
-How are your children going to escape the worship anthem of our culture—that 
more money makes you more happy?  If you say, “No, it actually doesn’t” but live, 
“Yes, it actually does!”  That’s too confusing to follow.  
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The best advantage you can give them is to see you worship God—and use 
money. They’ll need to see  
1) Wisdom, 2) Generosity and especially, 3) Jesus needs to be Lord of all!  
  
-So, how about it?  Why not set them up for faith instead of anxiety? 
 

8 Jesus didn’t say, “You know—I’d advise you to not try to serve two masters…” He said you 
can’t do it!  You need a new Master.  And I want to ask you—would you be willing to 
choose a new master?  And it’s not MASTER-Card!  Would you let God be in charge of 
this area—and all areas of your life? 

 


