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1. Today—I want to talk to you about the most outrageous comments Jesus ever made 

—and how brilliantly powerful they were—and how well they work!  Unlike some 
teachers—He didn’t just say them—He lived them!  See, I’ve said outrageous things         
—dumb things—but they weren’t brilliant or powerful!   

 
-What Jesus said that day sounds outrageous—but only because it goes against our 
instincts.  For example, like most guys, I like action movies—besides me? I watch a movie 
like Taken with Liam Neeson—whose daughter is kidnapped by guys who are into human 
trafficking.  So, as he’s hunting down and whacking the villains one by one, I’m thinking, 
Yes!  They deserve to die!  
 
-But Jesus taught that retaliation is a dead end street!  So, here’s the question we have 
to think about; Is what Jesus taught kind of a set up for bullies running the world—and 
followers of Jesus being wusses who stand by and let them do whatever they want—even if 
it means destroying the lives of young girls?   
 
-See, just being passive, standing by and refusing to engage and help and protect doesn’t 
change the world!  And what Jesus said and did and taught changed the world!  So, 
maybe the first thing we need to do is actually understand what Jesus is saying and why!  
Does it contradict the desire in us for what’s good and right to win—and evil to get 
stopped?  Does reacting, resenting and retaliating actually work?  If not, why not try 
something different? 
 

2. So let’s read Jesus’ words—words that have actually become part of our dictionary in 2020 
 
 You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’  But I tell you, do 

not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the 
other cheek also. And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your 
coat as well. If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. Give to the 
one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.  
(Matthew 5:38-42 NIV)  

 
 -The first thing we need to discuss is the quote Jesus uses from the Old Testament law.  

Now, remember—when Israel was extricated from slavery in Egypt, they had no laws, no 
constitution, no judicial system, no health system, and no guidelines for worshipping and 
following God.   

 
-The eye for eye, tooth for tooth phrase was not for individuals—it was to be a system of 
limitations for judges to follow.  The penalty could not exceed the crime. For example, 
people didn’t get executed or have their hands cut off for stealing—even if they stole from a 
rich, powerful person.  This was to limit punishment! 
 



a. Now, think about retaliation from an action movie perspective. Does someone like 
Clint Eastwood or Sylvester Stallone or Liam Neeson limit retaliation to what’s 
happened to them?  No!   

 

 *If you insult me, I’ll slug you! 
   
 *If you slug me, I’ll knock you down and kick you 
 

 *If you knock me down and kick me, I’ll shoot you in the face! 
   
 -Retaliation is a reaction—and know one thinks about equality; “I’ll limit how much     

I hurt them to how much they’ve hurt me!”  Punishment needs limitations.  
 

b. The key to understand the words, Do not resist is the phrase, “an EVIL person” 
He’s not telling us to just leave our doors unlocked and let our kids get kicked 
around.  His point is, there are EVIL people in the world, and if you start a personal 
war with them, it likely won’t end well.   

 
 -My former mother-in-law’s landlord down in PA wasn’t necessarily evil, but had an 

alcohol problem, a nasty temper, and a bad reputation in general. Without giving 
unnecessary details, I had to work with him for 6 months and ultimately ended up in 
 a small claims court.  And it was then that I fully felt the meaning of what Jesus was 
saying; Do not resist an evil person!  Why?  Because it’s never worth the hassle, 
the harassment and the chaos!  Here’s what I now know; it wasn’t worth it!   
 

c. There are people and systems of evil and injustice in this world—and you will always 
lose if you get dragged down into the mud, the blood and the beer with them.  For 
example, this building, in its strip club days, was owned by the Hell’s Angels.  Their 
name says it all.  Would it make sense to pick a fight with them?   
 
-What Jesus is saying here is brilliant—it makes sense! There are people in this 
world that you cannot reason with.  Author and psychologist, Henry Cloud, describes 
3 varieties of fools that we need to know about.  Some are naïve.  Some just keep 
making the same bad decisions over and over again.   
 
But he makes it clear that some people are, well, evil—and the only language they 
understand is guns and lawyers.   
 

d. Happiness is about peace—peace with God, peace with yourself, and peace with 
others.  There are some people who will wreck your peace!  You’ll rent real estate to 
them in your time and your heart—and they’ll trash it!  Jesus is saying, “Don’t rent 
anything to an evil person!”   

 
3. Jesus says to those who follow Him, “Don’t give in to the urge to get even with people who 

hurt you or insult out.”  Getting slapped in the face included both pain and, in that culture, 
the ultimate insult.  Jesus says, “Don’t hit them back—turn the other cheek.”  Why?  First, 
repaying someone—punch for punch, insult for insult will always seem worse.  No one is 
every, ever going to say, “Yes—that’s about right!  I deserved that!   

 
-Jesus knew that retaliation is like throwing gas on a fire!  From that moment on things will 
always get worse.  The question you and I have to ask ourselves is, “Is that what I want?  
To get embroiled in a conflict where EVERYONE gets burned and NOONE wins?   



His point is that when we take matters into our own hands, that’s where it stays!  Think of 
it in real estate development terms; do you want someone who clobbers you owning space 
and time in your life?   
 
a. Then Jesus talks about lawsuits. Think about it; why someone sue you? They believe 

that you’ve wronged them, right? Jesus position has always been to approach 
someone if they have a problem with you. If someone has gone to the lengths of 
suing you, that means something is really wrong.   

 
What Jesus says about overpaying them is about making sure that a person doesn’t 
leave feeling that they’ve been cheated—that you took advantage of them.  Don’t 
let a damaged relationship fester and rot—DEAL with it—even if you think you’re 
in the right!  Why?  Because peace in your relational world is more important than 
your money and stuff!  
  

 -Please understand; Jesus was not a wuss—but He was a relational expert!  That’s 
why he would say, “If someone’s taking you to court, respond before you get there 
so you don’t have to react!  Paul summarizes Jesus’ relational strategy like this:  

  
 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  

(Romans 12:18 NIV) 
 
 -So, just to be clear, Who are we to live at peace with?  Everyone!  And we do this 

by being proactive! Making the first move. Leading when it comes to making peace!  
 
b. And it’s here that Jesus deals with the issue we’ve been hinting at in this whole 

series:  Going The Second Mile.  The context is that Roman soldiers were the 
policemen in Israel in that culture.  They had a lot of power—and you just didn’t mess 
with them.  He had the legal right to ask civilians to you to carry his gear—about 75 
pounds—for a mile, about 1000 paces.   

 
-What Jesus said would have made people angry—but when you think about it, it’s 
brilliant.  The only way to reduce the sting of being forced to do something—it to 
make it voluntary.  Does your pride take a hit?  Of course—but that’s a good thing!   
And the soldier’s contempt also softens.  It takes your sense of powerlessness out 
of the equation. 
   

c. Jesus’ final command for us in this section is about releasing our death grip on  
out money and stuff.  How many of you have ever had someone ask to borrow 
something from you?  The hesitation is about whether or not we’ll get it back 
—when—and what condition it’ll be in.  And when someone asks us to just  
give them money or stuff, there’s this little thing inside that says, Uuuugh!  

  
 -Now, here’s the question:  How many of you thing we could be—and should be a 

little less concerned about our money and stuff?  Just raise your hand. Jesus goes 
on to say when he’s speaking about money and stuff in the next chapter—that what 
we have is vulnerable to wear and tear, depreciation and thieves anyway.   

 
-The other thing is this; selfishnes, stinginess and a preoccupation with your 
money and stuff is an unhappy way to live.  Has anyone here ever met a happy, 
stingy person?  Generosity blesses your relational world; selfishness kills it.  



This is true because God is generous and kind—and loans us all we have—even 
when, like little kids, we grab it and refuse to share!   
 
-Jesus said, Giving is more blessed than receiving.  If you want to be happy, 
you have to learn to GIVE!    
 

4. The last part of this chapter is likely the most radical part of Jesus’ teaching—and yet 
something people remember with crystal clarity about who He was!  Simply put, Love  
your enemies! Pray for people who chase you down and make your life miserable!  
The alternative?  Let your enemies and other difficult people ruin your day, rent space in 
your brain, poison your body with It’s the alternative to your enemies and other difficult 
people keeping you on edge, ruining your day, renting space in your brain, stress you out 
and poison your body with adrenaline.  
   

 -Let me start here.  When Lori and I lived in Pennsylvania, we had two very close friends; 
Dave and Pat Dunmire.  We loved them—and were close enough to them to feel their pain.  
Their struggle with infertility include the usual pain plus a two failed adoptions—a boy who 
was violently schizophrenic and a daughter—whose birth Mom reclaimed her when she was 
8—all on a legal technicality.  But Dave and Patsy stayed positive. 

   
-Not only did Dave’s Mom have a life and death struggle with cancer, Patsy was diagnosed 
with breast cancer at the age of 35.  After surgery, she seemed fine!  Soon after she got her 
doctorate in art and began teaching, the cancer came back—and went into her lungs.   
 
-In 1994, we sat with Dave and Pat in their living room—and cried—stunned at the news.  
Six months later, Patsy—who loved and followed Jesus with determined faith—died, 
leaving David with their two 12 year old adopted sons.  
  

 -That happens, right?  And then there’s Richard Dawkins [pic] 78, and doing just fine!  He’s 
has made a ton of money from books that proclaim his contempt for God—and for those 
who love and serve Him.  Question: Shouldn’t God treat His friends better than his 
enemies?   Jesus addresses that fact: 

 
 “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbour’ and hate your enemy.  

But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!  In that way, you will 
be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both 
the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike.  If you love 
only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors 
do that much. If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone 
else? Even pagans do that. But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven 
is perfect.” (Matthew 5:43-48 NLT) 
 
a. This is not saying that God treats his friends like enemies!  Choosing friendship with 

God is the best decision you’ll ever make—cause it’s for eternity.  He’s a friend who 
is kind and generous and walks with you through everything!  But being friends with 
Him doesn’t mean you live in a bubble that is impervious to cancer, flu, and the 
corona virus—plus the bonus of catching more and bigger fish!   

 
 -Why?  It’s because God practices what He preaches.  He calls us to love and life 

like he does!  The sun comes up every day—and shines on the gardens of people 
who love God—and those who hate Him and hurt others.   



The rain comes for people who grow food and give it away—and the people who 
grow weed, opium and feed their cats!  God is good…all the time. 

   
b. Now, the people in Jesus’ day knew that God had called them to love their 

neighbours.  The question they thought would stump God was, “So—who’s my 
neighbour?”  And Jesus says here, “He’s the person who respects you and your 
property. And your neighbor is the person you’re afraid of—someone who would 
steal your blue boxes, key your car and throw garbage on your lawn.   
 

5. The really, really powerful question Jesus asks here that cuts through all the defenses is:  
So!  Let’s say you only love your friends.  How is your love any different from Hell’s 
Angels, the Mafia, and the CRA?  What Jesus says here is brilliant!  Tax collectors were 
like the CRA with guns!  They didn’t write letters—you got a visit!  

  
-Jesus said—“There’s nothing at all exception or noble or spiritual about loving your 
friends and hating your enemies!  Hitler did that—and so did The Godfather!  Serial 
killers, child traffickers, and ISIS are all kind to their friends.  
 
a. Jesus is saying something very different than that.  He says that love becomes 

exceptional when we love and pray for people who are really difficult to love!                  
Paul said, “You can pray up a storm, impress everyone with your Bible knowledge 
and messages—and even help out every charity in Toronto—but if you miss love   
—you’re nothing!  Love—especially for those who are difficult to love—is the 
defining characteristic of what the Spirit of God does in the human heart! 
 

b. I’ll tell you why Jesus is so hard on this.  It’s because the world isn’t being ripped 
apart by people who love their friends and hate their enemies!  Want to hear 
something shocking?  Even the Devil does that!   

 
 -In the GTA, the thing to do with enemies is to just ignore them.  BTW, the opposite 

of love isn’t hate—it’s apathy! Enemies—are those who are unworthy of any 
attention.  And we do that in large cities; “Don’t look them in the eye!  Look straight 
ahead—and just brush past them without even acknowledging that they exist!   
  

6. So, why would Jesus ask those who follow Him do to do something that is so hard and 
unnatural?  I mean, it is unnatural, isn’t it?  When someone slaps you and humiliates you   
—it’s a lot easier to just go with the flow; to get them back—even if it escalates things. 

 
-And to actually go the second mile when one mile is plenty is a waste of time!  And to 
pray for people who make your life miserable—and then choose to love your enemies, too?  
And why would Jesus ask to take financial risks—like giving someone more than they ask 
for—and lending out our stuff?   

  
-I’ll tell you why; It’s because it softens our hearts and the alternative hardens our hearts!  
It’s because doing this turns victims into conquerors—and turns consumers into givers.  
The second mile is the path to where you want to be!  It’s the path you’ll wish you’d 
taken!  It’s the path out of a SELFIE life into a SELFLESS life.  Selfie is natural; Selfless is 
not!   
 

a. Do you see the power of what Jesus is saying?  It’s about responding instead of 
reacting.  How many of you would say, “You know, I’m at my best when I react!”    



Is there anyone here who’s proud of being a really good victim?  See, Jesus calls 
us to take action—even when—and especially when—we don’t feel like it!   

 
-Jesus would say more toward people and problems—not away!  Be proactive—
not reactive!  Why? It’s because when you bring an offense, a grudge, a hurt of any 
kind as a cute little plant into your heart—you will grow a monster.  It will almost 
instantly build a root system—and suck the humanity out of the person who 
offended you and justify your hatred!  
  

 -Jesus is telling us, Choose!  Don’t be the victim of someone else’s choice. 
Respond—don’t just wait to react!  A response takes thought and grace—and, best 
of all, it has the potential to totally transform the situation and the people in it.  

  
b. The bottom line in all of this, really, is our pride.  When something painful first 

happens, our pride is there—but it hasn’t yet engaged.  That experience is like wet 
cement; it can be washed off if you do it right away.  If you wait—it hardens. Pride 
and pain are like rebar in the cement of a difficult experience. They put a dome of 
cement and rebar over nuclear reactors—because once they harden, even a 
nuclear blast can’t penetrate it. 

 Choosing something different than what comes naturally—which is hurt, frustration, 
fear, anger—opens the door for other things.  Things like grace, forgiveness, 
understanding, peace—and healing!  

  
c. There’s something else in this mix—and it’s God’s gift to you.  It’s the dignity of 

being able to feel good about what WHO you are—and HOW you’ve responded 
to a difficult situation.  How many of you like being a victim?  It can work for a while 
I guess, but it’s is a horrible, helpless feeling.  We, as humans, were made for 
choice. In that culture—and ours, for that matter, choosing your future was a luxury 
only the Romans and the rich experience.  Jesus, here, offers this gift to everyone!  
    

d. So, let’s just be really clear about what Jesus is asking of us.  He’s telling us that to 
resist, to strike back at, to react to a person who is evil will put you in an ocean of evil 
that you will likely drown in.  Don’t let evil decide your future!   

 

 -Jesus is saying, “Choose not to retaliate—because you cannot win--even if you 
throw the last knife!”  Jesus is saying, “If you owe something to someone—and 
they’re gonna haul you into court to get it—settle it!  Don’t let money run your 
relational world!  Always err on the side of generosity and fairness. What’s the  
worst that can happen?   

 

e. How many of you have ever heard of eu-stress—that is, good stress that pushes  
you forward and strengthens you?  Regular stress—dis-stress will ultimately   
fracture you—break you.  Jesus says, “Trust me!  This is a relationally, physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually healthy way to live your life!  Not only will you live 
longer—you’ll find peace!  Happiness is…?  Peace with God, with you, and with 
others.  Anything else grows the big, hairy, ugly roots of unhappiness. DO YOU 
WANT TO BE HAPPY? 

 

7. Jesus adds a very curious thing here at the end of this whole section of his message:   
  

But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.  
(Matthew 5:48 NLT) 



 -Now, that raises all kinds of emotions in us, doesn’t it—especially if you had a parent      
who was a perfectionist. Being perfect means that you’ll never, ever be good enough.  
That’s just destructive. To see God as the ultimate perfectionist is a horrible thought.            
When Jesus says, Be perfect like your Father in Heaven is perfect—that sends chills            
down my spine!   

 
 -That is—until you get what He’s really saying. The word translated perfect is the Greek 

word, teleoi.  It simply means, mature, or complete.  This apple, for example, is a perfect 
apple.  That is, it’s complete!  Mature!  Ripe!  Sweet!    
 
It starts out as an apple—but it’s tiny, hard and sour. When it’s complete—it’s sweet!    

  
The Message picks up on this nuance:  
  

 “In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live like it. 
Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the 
way God lives toward you.” (Matthew 5:48 MSG) 

 
a. To be complete—mature—is to be someone who loves really well.  Venomous 

snakes react.  Get close to them, and they’ll come at you with their fangs dripping 
with poison.  To be complete means that you don’t have to react and inject someone 
with poison!  To be complete means that you respond thoughtfully; you express 
love with your money and stuff—instead of loving your money and stuff. 

   
 -And your love extends beyond all the boundaries most people would call normal.  

The people who hurt you do not take away your ability to respond.  YOU choose!  
Your enemies aren’t your best friends—and you don’t invite them to come to live with 
you and drive your kids to school. But…but you realize that they have eternal souls.  
God loves them—so you love them.   

 
b. God’s plan is that we learn to love as Jesus loved. And that’s what spiritual 

maturity, completeness is all about.  If there’s not sweetness to your life—then you 
haven’t gone far enough.  Spiritual maturity is about learning to love as Jesus 
loved.  Say that with me, Spiritual maturity is about learning to love as Jesus 
loved. 

 
 -Jesus didn’t see broken as something to avoid—but was persons worth redeeming.  

This love is able to look beyond people who are not your brand, and think,                   
“They don’t need to look like me, vote like me, or believe like me to be loveable! 

   
 -Spiritual maturity is about having the Spirit of God grow so mush love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control in you that it 
spills out of your eyes, you mouth, your hands and feet—all over those who get close 
to you!  

  
c. Just like apples start out as blossoms and then form hard, sour round little balls—

then full-sized apples—then sweet apples—all this doesn’t happen right away.  It 
happens over time when practice!  Instead of reacting with a load of venom, we turn 
the other cheek.  We return good for evil.   

 



We take the initiative to make things right—instead of waiting for someone else to 
make the first move.  We go the second mile—way further than anyone would think 
is necessary!  And then, like Jesus, we pray for those who crucify us.  Go after our 
reputations.  Take what belongs to us.  Jesus would say, “My plan for you is to             
grow up!  Is that what YOU want?  My Spirit can make that happen, you know!   
 

 -At your funeral, no one will really care about your net worth, how well-known        
you were, how many films you made or books you wrote, or how nice of a house   
you lived in or how neat your yard was.  The question that will be traced, unseen,    
on   your tomb stone will be—DID YOU LOVE? 

   
 -Let me just be really clear about this.  The final exam is about love, not Bible 

knowledge, church attendance, how well you prayed or how spiritual people thought 
you were.  The final question about life will be—did you LOVE—did spill love on 
your pathway and over the people around you? Without love, there is no such 
thing as spirituality!  

   
8. When Jesus was pried off the cross in April, 30 AD, what He left behind didn’t look all that 

impressive.  It wasn’t like the thousands who gathered to be healed and hear Him speak.     
It was a little over 100 people.  

  
 -And believe me--they weren’t perfect people—eloquent people—trained people.  You 

wouldn’t have been impressed.  They were flawed like us.  But there was one difference.  
They had seen love personified!  This message of extreme love wasn’t like a philosophy 
class.  They saw Jesus and the power of living like this under all kinds of circumstances—
cat-calls, harassments, arguments—and hatred!   

 
 -So, they went out and preached the Good News—that God loves us, flawed as we are, and 

has made away for us to be saved from our sin and arrogance. That we don’t have to be 
choked to death by the big, ugly, hairy roots of anger, lust, broken relationships and broken 
promises.  We don’t have to be victims of an unfair world! Jesus’ sacrifice and 
resurrection—and our faith—puts the Spirit who was in Him—in us. 
   

 -And their mature, kind, good, peacemaking faithful love CHANGED the world.  Like 
FLIPPED IT ON IT’S BACK! 120 people—within 300 years turned the most powerful nation 
that has ever existed into a colony of people who loved and respected Jesus—and the 
people who called on his name.   

 
-And the question is—is that who you want to be?  See, you don’t have to.  You can just 
make it your plan to live a modest little life—doing what everyone else does—you know, 
make money, have come kids and decent life—and die with some money in your account.  
But there’s nothing remotely eternal or great about that!   
 
-These people were second mile people.  And that’s what God calls us to.  See, that’s the 
only thing that will stop the cycles of violence, revenge, and stupidity in our world.  Do you 
want in…or not?   
 
a. The first step is always to make a choice.  Choosing to actually follow Jesus          

—not just talk about Him.  Choosing not to get revenge—but to make the first move, 
take the first step toward others.  Choosing to go further than you’re expect to go, 



choosing to love others with your money and stuff instead of keeping them out of it.  
Choosing to love your enemies seems like an impossible way to live.  

  
 -And that’s where the choice that you make matters.  Let me ask, Who’s your 

enemy?  The choice is simple, “God I choose to love my enemies—to not see them 
as pollution, but as a living souls that you love. I cannot do this on my own—HELP!  
It’s when you choose that your love starts to ripen. Mature. 

 
b. The second step that Jesus brings up—is to pray for people who are out to get us.  

See, when you pray for them, the conflict gets moved from the people arena—to the 
spiritual arena.  And that does two things; it changes your heart—cause you can’t 
love and hate someone at the same time! And your prayer unleashes the power of 
God into something you’ll never touch! Their heart.   

 
 -But see, you also need to pray for yourself—cause this brand of love and grace only 

comes from Jesus.   
 
c. There’s a third step we don’t like!  We need to confess.  How many of you would 

admit that the relational breakdowns in your life are not totally one-sided—you had a 
part in it. See, if you have an enemy—I’ll bet that you were once friends. Maybe 
married!  And God says, to soften our hearts—Just own your own stuff! 

 
d. There’s another clue in this passage about learning to love our enemies. This says 

that God sends the sunshine and rain to the just and the unjust; to those who love 
Him and those who hate Him!  That’s good news for me—cause, see, at times I’ve 
been unjust!  I’ve hurt people.  I didn’t deserve the goodness of God! 

 
 -And here’s what that means; I’m glad He saw value in me and wanted to reclaim my 

soul.  God is always working to redeem people.  Think of how people felt about Saul.  
He was on a one man rampage to kill or imprison every believer.  People thought, 
“Pray for him?  You’ve got to be kidding!”  And then God knocked him off his horse 
—and he wrote an amazing treatise—the love chapter of the Bible.  

  
e. Finally, love has to be active to be real.  Love isn’t about talk.  It’s not about waiting 

until you feel warm and fuzzy.  It’s backing up your decision to love—with action.  
Acknowledging people.  Helping them.  Feeding them. Treating them fairly, handling 
their reputations with care—and refusing to hit back. 

 
9. Love…and only love will change the world.  People don’t care about how morally pure you 

are—or think you are.  People don’t care about how many verses you have memorized, 
How much you pray, how long you pray, and how impressive your prayers are mean 
nothing to anyone.  What shows, what this world is aching for—is love.  

  
-Jesus said, “It’s only when you love that people will ever believe that I showed up here.  
Love is the most beautiful thing—and the most unlikely thing in the world.  Why don’t you 
try it?   

 


