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1. How many of you have ever heard this song?  [The Chipmunks Song]  

This was the only kids record my Grandfather had—and I remember hearing it on the 
record player console in his man-cave!  I always liked Alvin!  You know, this spunky, 
distracted ADHD chipmunk.  I could kinda relate to him!  As a kid, the line I related best to 
was:  We can hardly stand to wait—please Christmas don’t be late! As a kid, there’s 
always this excitement churning under the surface in the months before Christmas.  For 
adults, time speeds up as you approach the Christmas intersection. For kids, it slows down!  

 

a. Christmas is one of the many intersections we have in life. As kids we plan for it, 
dream about it, scheme for it—all the while hoping for, well, something really cool!  
Like, not socks or underwear--a new cellphone!  It’s a new bass boat with a 300 hp 
Mercury Verado on it!  It’s 4 weeks of vacation in lovely, sunny Timmons!  Okay, 
maybe not. Here’s the problem; even if and when we get what we want, it doesn’t 
scratch the itch—that is, resolve the restlessness down inside.  A new cellphone 
would satisfy for…?  Well, until the newer version came out. A new bass boat with a 
300 hp Mercury would satisfy for…?  I don’t know—I’ve never had one.  I’m open--try 
me!  If Mariah Carey got her wish, “All I want for Christmas is you, Baby…” how long 
would that last?  I mean, she’s had 3 marriages so far.   
 

b. Now, here’s what I know; almost every one of the 7.5 billion people on this planet at 
least know it’s Christmas, right?  And people in tough situations know that if 
something good is going to come their way, Christmas is when it will happen—cause 
it’s the time when even self-centered, narcissistic think about someone besides 
themselves, right?  And just about every musician out there does a Christmas 
album.  If you doubt me, listen to 98.1 for the month of December. 

 
c. So, here’s my question this Christmas Eve:  Is there anything to all this—or is it 

just a freak of history?  And maybe the more important question is—what does 
this actually have to do with me? There are some facts of the Christmas story that 
look pretty much like—well, to put it bluntly, dumb luck!  For example—how Mary, 
Joseph and Jesus ended up in Bethlehem. 
 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 
of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  And everyone went to their own town 
to register.  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and 
line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 
for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them. (Luke 2:1-7 NIV)   
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2. Phillips Brooks, the author of the song you heard tonight, O Little Town of Bethlehem 
makes a bit deal of this; he says in the first line, The Hopes and fears of all the years are 
met in thee tonight!  How can all the hopes and fears of 7.5 billion people be met in a 
single location…on a single night 2000 years ago?   
 
-Well, first, it’s not talking about the town—it’s talking about the baby who was born there.  
One way of measuring the impact of something is looking at the shock waves it leaves.   
 
-Do we have any Home Alone fans here? Now, has anyone besides me noticed that they 
have 45 minutes to get to the airport and board an international flight?  Would that work in 
2019?  The answer to this puzzle is found in Home Alone 2 when you see Kevin sight-
seeing at the top of the Twin Towers in NYC—towers that no longer exist.  9-11 sent shock-
waves that changed everything!  
 
a. Does anyone here remember the Boxing Day Tsunami?  Fifteen years ago this 

Thursday, a major shift in the earth’s crust, 30 km below sea level, created a fault line 
that was over 1300 km. long.  The seismic impact of a simple crack created massive 
tsunamis up to 100 feet high—killing  227,898 people in 14 countries.   That was a 
tragic intersection that upset the lives of millions of people.  

 
b. Here’s my thought:  What if something extremely powerful--way more powerful than 

we can imagine happened 2000 years ago in Bethlehem?  What if it’s a force more 
good than we can dream of?  What if, instead of destroying things—it’s actually 
healing everything—and everyone who wants to be a part of it? What if, instead of 
sending massive waves that sweep away whole cities and 100s of thousands of 
people—this wave of goodness is still sending out quiet, yet powerful  waves of 
peace and hope—for the world?   
 
-And what if it’s just started—an will one day wash over violence, hatred, 
hopelessness, need and cruelty with goodness?  And what if the intersection of 
your fear—with that hope—is tonight, right on the anniversary of an event that 
forever split history into BC and AD?     
 

3. When something really immense is about to happen, There’s usually a clue phone that 
someone needs to pick up to prepare, right?  How many of you think that no one could’ve 
ever seen WW2 coming?  How many of you think that the attack of al Qaeda on 9-11 was a 
massive surprise for the US?   

 
-The night Mary gave birth to Jesus (not Dec. 25, by the way) no one in the world at that 
time knew or cared.  It was simply a baby born under awful circumstances to a young, very 
poor couple from a backwoods town called Nazareth.  They only happened to be in 
Bethlehem because The Roman Emperor, Caesar Augustus, needed more money to 
support his takeover of the world.   
 
-But what happened that night had been predicted by Jewish prophets for thousands of 
years.  If you don’t believe me, check the facts.  Let me just lay a few out there for you: 
 
*Moses prophesied that God would raise up a prophet like him from among them and said, 
You need to listen to him!  
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*800 years before Jesus’ birth, Isaiah prophesied that a virgin would give birth to a son—
and he would be called Immanuel—God with us!   
 
*He also made it clear that this king—who would be raised in the area of Galilee—would 
hold immense power; that he would be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. That he would be a descendant of David—and  
his kingdom would be characterized by fairness and justice.   
 
*750 years before Jesus birth, Micah prophesied that this kind, this Messiah would be born 
in Bethlehem said that a shepherd king would be born in Bethlehem—and that this king’s 
origins would be ancient. 
 
*And then 550 years before Jesus was born, the prophet Daniel told people in precise detail 
which kingdoms would rule the world for the next 500 years—and what their leaders would 
be like.  The timing was so accurate that the magi—would know exactly what to look for 
and travel 1500 kilometers to Jerusalem to welcome him!  
   
*Those are just a few of the 55 specific prophecies—100% accurate—that speak of Jesus’ 
coming, death, and resurrection.  The odds of that happening by chance are the same odds 
of someone throwing a ring into one of the oceans of the word—and a fisherman like me 
choosing an ocean—making one cast, and pulling up the ring!  Heck, we can’t even find the 
Malaysian Flight 370, a Boeing 777 that went down in 2014!  
 
a. There’s another piece to this too.  The historical accounts from around 1st century AD 

tell us that there was this sense in the world that a leader was coming who would 
change everything.   

 
-Rome, the bully nation, thought it was their man, Caesar Augustus.  
 
-The irony is that it was Caesar’s decree that brought Mary and Joseph from Galilee 
(first prophecy) to Bethlehem where Mary would give birth to Jesus to fulfill the 
prophesy made by Micah 750 years before this.  Now, here’s what you need to know; 
Octavius—or Caesar Augustus was a huge deal.  
  
-Both Rome and Caesar Augustus proclaimed Julius Caesar (who adopted Octavius) 
a god—and that he had ascended to heave.  Augustus was called the Son of God—
and by uniting the entire empire—the prince of peace, the one who was to come. 
The phrase was Caesar is Lord!  
   

b. Well, it turns out that Caesar August wasn’t god.  See, he died, was buried and was 
never heard from again.  And the major reason he’s even mentioned in history is 
because of the records of Jesus—that mention his name only once.  

  
-The Roman Empire was gradually over-taken by followers of Jesus—many of whom 
laid down their lives in the Coliseum—to entertain the emperor and his guests.  Now?  
It would be hard to find even a part of Rome that hasn’t been impacted by Jesus’ 
birth, life, death—and resurrection.    
 
-Jesus proved that love is always more powerful than hatred and fear and the abuse 
of power.   
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c. And the coming of Jesus sent shock waves into the world—shock waves that are 
increasing—not decreasing. There was a reason why Jesus split history into two 
big chunks—so much so that the birth of every great person and event in history is 
dated by the how many years before or after Jesus it occurred!  

  
-The truth is that Jesus changed everything!  That’s just a fact.  
  
*Before Jesus, love, compassion and mercy weren’t at all valued.  Now they are—
and you can date it back to Jesus.  It was his followers that started hospitals, 
orphanages, universities and public education.  
(And even now—the organizations that lead the way in mercy ministries—World 
Vision, Compassion, Samaritans Purse, World Relief, the Red Cross, and the 
Salvation Army all point back to Jesus! 
 
It was from that point that the power of love and mercy became clear. 
 
*You know all the things that happen around Christmas—the concern for helping 
those who have no food, family, or shelter?  That started because of Jesus. 
 
*Jesus and those who followed him removed the magic from weather, dirt, trees and 
animals—which made room for science. 
 
*Slavery was a very useful tool for empires like Rome; it was the followers of Jesus 
who said, all people are created equal—no human should be OWNED!  
 
*Jesus and those who followed him said that every child is valuable—and that 
women are equal to men in every way.   
 
*The Jewish scriptures and teachings of Jesus changed the entire judicial system of 
the western world.  Whatever you think of the impeachment process going on in the 
US, Jesus and his followers made it clear that all authority is held to a standard of 
honesty and justice.  
 
*How many of you admire arrogance and pride?  How many of you admire great 
people who live with humility?  That can be traced directly back to Jesus! 
   
*Whenever a forensics team tries to figure out who is responsible—beyond a 
reasonable doubt—for something really back taking place—the look at the person 
where all the information leading up to the event, surrounding the event—and after 
the event intersects—and use that to recreate what actually happened.   
 
-The birth of Jesus is that intersection of that good can be traced back to. And 
that’s ultimately why the world loves Christmas. 
 

4. Lori and I recently got a copy of the 1955 film, White Christmas—you know with Bing 
Crosby, Danny Kaye, Rosemary Clooney—and the skinny dancer lady?   
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-As you know, Bing went on to do a lot of Christmas specials—even one with  
David Bowie—his ideological his opposite. Bowie apparently showed up with flame-red hair 
in full make-up--wearing a mink coat. There’s one thing they could both agree on; peace. 
They did one song they could both agree on.  You’ve probably heard it:  Bing sings The  
Little Drummer Boy; David Bowie sings, Peace on Earth: Peace on earth…can it be? 
Years from now, perhaps we’ll see—see the day of glory.  See the day when men of 
good will live in peace, live in peace again. Every child must be made aware.  Every 
child must be made to care. Care enough for his fellow man…To give all the love that 
he can. That, friends, comes straight from Jesus!  
  
-As Bing slipped behind the curtain at the close of that special, he said “My wish for you this 
Christmas is PEACE! Wouldn’t that be a gift worth getting?”  
Bing Crosby died just 5 weeks later—before the special even aired on TV.  How many of 
you would agree that peace—is the best gift ever. You can’t have happiness without peace; 
without love.   
 
Right after 9-11 happened, a song recorded by Natalie Cole began playing over the radio 
during the Christmas season. It grabbed most people right by the heart! 
 
As children we believe 
The grandest sight to see 
Was something lovely wrapped beneath the tree 
But Heaven only knows 
That packages and bows 
Can never heal a hurting human soul 
No more lives torn apart 
That wars would never start 
And time would heal all hearts 
And everyone would have a friend 
And right would always win 
And love would never end, no 
This is my grown up Christmas list 
 
-We long for peace—because that’s what we were made for.  We long for peace—because 
there is no lasting happiness without it!     
 
a. So, if that’s everyone’s dream—how is that going to happen?  It’s pretty clear that 

the governments of the US and Canada won’t make this happen. The people who 
run them can’t stand each other—and disagree on the most basic issues.  The UN 
isn’t going to solve the world’s problems and bring peace—and neither will the 
entertainment community.  Religion won’t solve it—the school system can’t solve it—
let alone get a contract! 

 
And it won’t get solved in some university classroom or research lab.  
 

b. Peace is, to be honest, a God problem!  You know the Ancient Aliens  
weird hair guy?  
Well, he’s right about one thing; aliens did visit earth on one spectacular night, 
Christmas night—2000 years ago.   
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They didn’t create pyramids or crop circles or Stone Hedge—or abduct humans to 
do tests on their brains. They’re called angels—powerful beings sent by God to tell 
us good news—and help us! 

 
-They gave the best news ever. That God had seen the heartbreak, the homes torn 
apart, the wars, the people with no friends—and all the broken relationships.  War, 
chaos, hatred, disunity, greed and selfishness was so massive that He came.  Let 
me read the account: 
 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.”   
(Luke 2:8-14 NIV) 
 
-Suddenly it was clear—the prophets were right!  The one prophecy about Jesus that 
is still ahead of us—is all about that.  Peace.  The prophecies—all precisely accurate 
so far—tell of a time when nations will melt down their tanks, guns, howitzers, bombs 
and aircraft carriers—and forge them into tractors and farm implements—things that 
give life instead of taking it.  That’s what we were made for—that’s what we long for! 

 
 c. And that was the message of the angels that night.   
 

*First; do not be afraid!  Now, that’s easy to say when you’re the one doing the 
scaring—not the scare-ee, right?   
 
*The reason not to be afraid was, “This is GOOD NEWS and will bring GREAT JOY 
to EVERYONE!” Why?  Cause a Savior has been born.  See, the desire, the will to 
love instead of hate isn’t something we can do ourselves. Our pride, our greed, our 
insensitivity, and our self-preoccupation won’t let us.  
 

*And the sign?  Well, it’s God Himself in unbelievable vulnerability.  As a baby—
wrapped up in old cloths—lying in a feeding trough.  He wasn’t accompanied by F-18 
fighters or Secret Service agents with machine guns.  Just…a baby! 
 

*And then all Heaven broke loose.  Angels—who had watched the mess, the 
heartache, people humiliated and treated like garbage, children with no parents 
—and no food—had this incredible message:  Things are going to change! 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on EARTH—peace to those on whom his 
favor rests!” 
 

5. Peace was and still is the message of Christmas!  See, nobody wants war and chaos and 
meanness.  But peace, like everything good, had a price tag.  And that forms the focus of 
the second intersection—represented by a cross.  It’s where God’s coming through Jesus, 
the Son, Immanuel, the Prince of Peace—met humanity and Jesus died at the intersection. 
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a. This second intersection took place in Jerusalem—which means city of peace—just 
7 miles from Bethlehem.  The prophesies said that not only would this Messiah—
God’s Anointed King be born in Bethlehem, but He would also die for the sins of the 
world. 

 
-Psalm 22 describes his crucifixion 800 years before it was invented as a form of 
execution.  Jeremiahs prophesied that he would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver.  
Isaiah prophesied that he would die with criminals—and that people would gamble 
for his clothing.  And then he writes these incredible words: 

 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with 
pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we 
held him in low esteem. Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet 
we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was 
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are 
healed.  (Isaiah 53:3-6 NIV) 

 

b. The bottom line is that Jesus, Son of God, didn’t just make himself vulnerable in 
birth—He laid his life on the line so we could have peace.   
One of Jesus’ closest friends and followers, John, tells us why the offer of peace is 
real and will ultimately sweep the planet.  God really did show up: 

 
 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. So the Word became human and made his home among us.  
He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the 
glory of the Father’s one and only Son. (John 1:1-2, 14 NLT) 
 

6. The first intersection where the hopes and fears are met is in Bethlehem.  The second 
intersection was at the cross in Jerusalem—where Jesus defeated Satan—the prince of 
chaos and hatred. 

 
-But the third intersection is right here in this place—tonight.  The way peace happens, 
see, is by us accepting God’s offer of peace in His Son.  That’s what the angels were saying 
that night Jesus was born!  God’s offer of peace—at His expense—is for everyone.  
 
-If you want a happiness that goes deeper than just a fleeting joy hit that comes from getting 
something you want, or from being recognized, or from being with fiends who like and 
appreciate you—you need peace with God. 
 
-And when you find peace with God—that produces peace with your past, peace with 
yourself—and hope—real hope when it comes to your future and the future.  And peace 
with God gives you the capacity to love and live in peace with others.  You don’t fight for 
peace, you don’t demand peace—you choose peace!   
 
-See, your fears can be met in that baby born in Bethlehem—and the hope you have for 
your future, for people you love—and for the world can be met—because the God who 
made everything humbled Himself—and showed up, laid in a manger—right there in that 
stable in Bethlehem.  
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-John Lennon once wrote and sang a song called Give Peace A Chance.  He said the 
Beatles were more popular than Jesus.  But all John could is write songs about the way 
things ought to be.  Jesus made it possible.  Because Jesus came, peace is one ask away!  
Why not ask?  Why don’t you give peace a chance?  What do you possibly have to lose?   
 
 

 


