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1. How many of you have heard of Kanye West’s recent album and movie: Jesus Is King?  

How many of you could’ve ever predicted that this would happen? As I look at the new 
Kanye West, what seems different is that he’s at peace.  By his own admission, his 
addiction and anger created chaos in his heart—and that created chaos with God and 
others.  The peace he now enjoys is at the core of all true happiness. Now, if this whole 
thing with Kanye doing a worship tour from Jesus messes with you, let me throw a few 
other unbelievable things at you. 
 
a. Imagine the leaders of Al Qaeda and ISIS meeting with the leaders of the West 

saying, “We’re sick of the killing and the waste of life and money and chaos—we 
want to live in peace.  Can we come to an agreement?  How many of you would be 
happy? 

 
b. Imagine someone you know and love—who is slugging it out in divorce court over 

money, stuff and custody issues.  Their lives are filled with outrage, pain and loss 
over the mess they’re in.  Imagine them coming together and saying, “There was a 
day when we pledged ourselves to love, to protect, to care for, to cherish each other.  
The war is over!  We can not be married to each other—but the hatred stops NOW!  
How many of you would be happy about that? 

 
c. Imagine the CRA sitting down with people and saying, “You know—what we want is 

peace.  We’ve had our hands in people’s pockets for years—trying to squeeze the 
last few drops out of them.  We’re sorry—and we want to live in peace with all 
Canadians! We’re going to stop nagging you, calling you and hassling you! Just pay 
what you think is right!” Would that make you happy? 

 
d. Imagine an even greater miracle!!  Imagine the Democrats and Republicans in the 

US Senate and House calling a truce; saying, “You know, publicly, we want to accept 
responsibility for the chaos, the waste of time and money—and the stranglehold 
we’ve put on any movement forward in our nation.  From now on—hold us 
accountable—we’re going to cooperate and work together!” 

 
 -Or, the Liberals, Conservatives and NDPs saying, “The way we’ve been acting in 

Parliament is childish, futile and a total waste of time and money!  From this point on, 
we’re going to stop insulting each other, cooperate, and work to create peace and 
hope—a better Canada!”  How many of you would be happy about that?  

  
e. Everyone wants it…happy people have it.  Do you know what IT is?  It’s peace! 

And if you look at this message of Jesus that we’ve been studying, that’s exactly 
what He is saying! 

 
 -That’s not at all surprising.  I’ll tell you why.  That’s what the ancient prophets said 

about Jesus—and what His coming would ultimately accomplish.  Listen to some of 
these quotes: 
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 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples.  
They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for  
war anymore. (Isaiah 2:4 NIV) 
 
The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat,  
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.  
(Isaiah 11:6 NIV) 

 
 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 

land of deep darkness a light has dawned. For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  
(Isaiah 9:1,6-7 NIV) 

 
f. The bottom line is this; Jesus, the Prince of Peace came to restore shalom—that is, 

heal the relationship between us and God, make things as they should be in our 
heart, and heal our relational world.  But then, the choice is up to me—and up to 
you! We simply have to decide if we want to cooperate—or fight Him on this.                   
To fight God—to fight for your own way, to promote your own ego, to do your own 
thing, to stir up trouble is the definition of unhappiness. And I think you know that!                  
To cooperate—to find peace defines happiness!  Do you want to be happy? 

 
2. One of the first things you see in Jesus’ teaching on happiness is that happiness is  

directly related to being at peace with yourself.  hat’s pretty clear in all that He says. 
 

 -At the very beginning, he says that people who are poor in spirit are blessed.   
Happy. If you think that it’s up to you to earn, achieve, and maneuver your way into 
happiness, that is an endless journey into chaos.  You’ll never rest. 

  
-He then says that those who are at peace with the fact of death and loss and aging as a 
part of life—are happy.  The fact that death is not the end allows us to be at peace! 

  
-He says that those who are committed to doing the right thing are at peace.  Why?  
Because that desire—combined with God’s power—leaves us at peace with others--and 
with a conscience that isn’t burdened down with guilt. 

  
-Jesus says that people who are meek--strong and capable—but live with humility--are at 
peace with who they are. Humility is about not needing to make yourself better than 
others—and smarter than God!    
  
a. One of the coolest things about being at peace feeling okay about being you takes 

you out of the envy and jealousy cult of the 21st century.  See, when you don’t have 
to prop up your ego by pretending to be the smartest, sexiest, best-looking, most fit 
or the most successful person in the room—is to be comfortable in your own skin.  
It’s called being HAPPY!   

 
b. To be at peace with others—and be able to make peace with others, forgive others, 

make things right with others also is a HAPPY place to be.  If that’s who you are—
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Jesus calls you a peacemaker!  Manufacturing dissent—making trouble—too proud 
to make  peace, needing to be right, to get even—bitter over the bad things that 
happen is  like wearing friend repellent!  

  
 -Simply put, happy people are at peace with others. Let me put it this way—based on 

he wisdom of the Jesus, to hold onto all the bad stuff that’s ever happened—and to 
remember in detail the people who hurt you and how it all went down is to choose 
unhappiness!  Jesus says that peace-makers are happy—and that it’s possible to be 
happy even when you get persecuted, slandered and marginalized. 

 
c. There’s something else you need to know.  Truly happy people are also at peace 

with God.  See, as people who believe in the life of Jesus, we believe that God didn’t 
wait for us to figure out that there’s a problem.  He initiated the peace process by 
sending Jesus as the Prince of Peace to make a way for there to be peace between 
us and God.   

 
-And it’s this profound peace and forgiveness and grace that allows us to be at 
peace with Him, to find peace with ourselves—and equips us to make peace with 
others.  Jesus—all through His teachings and the teachings of those who loved and 
followed Him—said that we are called to do for others what our Heavenly Father has 
done for us—initiate peace, forgive—and live in peace.  
 

3. Now, when we talk about peace with God—it implies that there is a conflict. Some would 
say, “Hey, I’ve never picked a fight with God!”  So, what’s the conflict about? Well, it’s 
actually at two levels.  See, there’s SIN—and then there’s my sin and your sin.   

 
 -The reason behind my sin—is SIN—that is, sin at the macro level.  Andy Stanley uses  

a great image that we can all relate to.  Think about the nation you were born in and how 
it affects almost everything about you.  I was born in the United States—in Pittsburgh.   
That’s something I can’t help!  When I moved to Canada, that was a problem—and still 
 is sometimes. 
 

 -Because I’m an American—that means some good things—but also carries baggage.   
I was kinda surprised when I moved here that Canadians—especially those in the GTA--
have some definite opinions about Americans.  Some people didn’t like us or our kids - 
simply because of where we were born It’s not fair—but it’s true.  If you are a national  
from a country at odds with Canada—or one that is known for drug trafficking, you may be 
watched very closely.  Not fair—but true.  
 
a. But my core problem is not having been born in Pittsburgh—it’s the fact that I was 

born in the nation of sin!  And so were you.  Because of that, sinning takes 
absolutely no effort!  It’s my heart language.  If you have any doubt about your 
spiritual nationality, ask the people who know you best.  They would say, “Yep!  You 
were born in the nation of sin!  I don’t even need to see your passport!”   

  
-If you want to summarize the heart language of the nation of sin—it’s self. We can 
sneak around it, hide it, disguise it, deodorize it, but it doesn’t help.  Our natural 
instinct is to do what makes us look best, gives us the advantage, builds into our 
pride—and is committed to pleasure at the expense of others.   
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-If you want to blame an ancestor for your nationality—you can.  Like your DNA,  
it apparently all goes back to one man and one woman; Adam and Eve.  Jesus and 
all who followed Him taught that sin and death came into the world because they 
invited it!   
 

b. We now know that sin has affected everything in creation!  Listen to how Paul 
puts it in a letter to the Roman Christians: 

 
 Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope, 

the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in 
glorious freedom from death and decay.  For we know that all creation has 
been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  
(Romans 8:20-22 NLT) 

 
 -Here’s the bottom line:  Sin kills!  Let me try and make sense of this.  In 1967,  

my Dad was on his back from a meeting when a woman lost control of her car and 
slammed into his 1965 Ford station wagon. It wasn’t his fault, but it killed his car, 
killed his suit, and killed his day. Fortunately it didn’t kill him. Has anyone ever had 
that happen? When this passage says that all creation was subjected to God’s curse, 
it simply means that sin started a process that wrecked what God had made and 
what God had planned.  Like cancer or rust or a killer virus, it wasn’t immediately 
obvious, but over time what’s clear is that everything is affected.  
 
-And that includes you and me.  When you read on through this passage—and then 
on to the end of Revelation—the last book of the NT, it’s clear that God intends to 
make all things right and whole and healthy again.   
 

c. Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd!”  But He also said that there are poser 
shepherds.  Imposters.  They come to steal, kill and destroy.   
And when we’re influenced by sin—we are the thieves. Sin kills stuff!  
 

 -I’m guessing that some of you have killed a relationship with a friend; like you 
committed friend-i-cide!  Some of you have killed off a career.  Some of you are 
stealing your own health—a little bit at a time. Whenever we sin, something dies.  
Sometimes the casualty is our self-respect, or our believability, or our discipline.   
We were born in the wrong country!   

  
-Because of this, there’s a gap between us and God.  Sin separates us from God, 
from ourselves and from others. Here’s the deal; just like waving a Canadian flag 
doesn’t make me a Canadian citizen, waving a Bible or a Christian flag doesn’t mean 
I’m from the Nation of God.  Just as we are born into the nation of Sin, we need to be 
born again into God’s Kingdom.  Jesus once said to a very good living man, “Nick—
you’re not SAINT Nick!  You need to be born again.” 
 

 -What frustrates some people is that they can’t behave their way into this new life.  
Jesus died to make it possible.  We gather as the people of Jesus—simply because 
we all had the same problem, sin—and were forgiven because of Jesus.  Paul puts it 
like this: 
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Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we 
have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 
(Romans 5:1 NLT) 

 
 -Here’s the deal; If you want to be happy, you have to stop fighting with God.  You 

need to have peace with God.  And peace with God starts by receiving Jesus.  
By simply receiving the gift of life and forgiveness He offers you.  To receive Jesus 
is to put your confidence in Him—and in the radical, costly solution to our sin 
problem—His death that paid for our sin.  

 
4. But sin also—and this is embarrassing--gets very personal.  There’s not just the problem 

of being born in the nation of darkness and sin—and our need to be brought into the 
Kingdom of God’s son.  No, there’s my sin and your sin.  Maybe the best way to describe 
this is with the image of growing up in a family.   

 
 -Here’s what I’d be willing to bet.  I’ll bet you weren’t always at peace with your parents.  

This is what happens in most homes; Your parents would say no to you about something 
you wanted to do—and that made you mad!  I’m guessing that you thought—and maybe 
told your friends, “My parents don’t love me!  They won’t let me do what I want to do!  If they 
would just say yes—we’d be at peace!” 

 
 -What parents know is, “Yeah—we’d have peace now—and then have problems later!”  

And the hardest decision of any parent is, “Do I want peace now—or peace later?” 
 
 -The hardest thing most parents face is having to walk into a son or daughter’s room, 

knowing that they have to address an issue that will temporarily destroy the peace between 
them and someone they love.  And the question good parents face, is; “Do I do what’s 
best for THEM…or do what’s best for ME?” 

   
a. What you and I have is Abba, a Heavenly Parent who is too strong to simply go 

along!   See, He works in the interior of our lives; He knows the future. He knows 
where we’re tempted to believe a lie. Every so often, He brings surfaces the 
connection between our unhappiness and our disobedience. When He does that,   
we know there’s tension between us and him, right?  And there’s tension because 
He’s a Good Father! And He loves you too much to say yes—to just go along with 
something that He knows is going to hurt you.  

 
-And He also knows that as we get more and more unhappy, we’re more likely to do 
dumb things.  And doing dumb things hurts our peace with Him—and with everyone 
else we’re connected with.  Sin kills! 
 
-The best way to understand God, according to Jesus, is as a perfect Heavenly 
Father.  And like a really Good Dad, He will say: 
 
“No—and you can’t change my mind—even if you pull a tantrum and tell me you hate 
me and go into your room and lock me out and text all your friends to tell them how 
unfair I am!!  As a Father who loves you, I will do what’s best for you—and will not 
throw you out—even if you act like you’re from the Kingdom of darkness—cause 
good Dad’s don’t do that!  
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 b. John, one of Jesus’ closest disciples puts it like this: 
 
If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the 
truth. But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we 
are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts.  
(1 John 1:8-10 NLT) 
 
-You get it, right?  When we claim everything is okay—but walk in darkness—that is, 
do things that are not right, we lie to God, we lie to others, and we lie to ourselves—
and there is no way you and I can have peace and the happiness that follows 
when that’s going on.   
 
-If you know in your heart what God wants you to do—and most of us do—and you 
say, “I’m not going to do it!” settle in for unrest, anxiety—and even chaos.  There is 
no peace in that! 
 

c. John brings out another piece to this puzzle of peace and happiness.  
 
 If anyone claims, “I am living in the light,” but hates a fellow believer, that 

person is still living in darkness. Anyone who loves a fellow believer is living in 
the light and does not cause others to stumble. But anyone who hates a fellow 
believer is still living and walking in darkness. (1 John 3:9-11 NLT) 

 
 -This is a pretty bold statement!  That if you claim to love God—and are out of sorts 

with someone you could be at peace with—you’re a liar.  You want to say, “Wait a 
minute, John—liar is a strong word!  I’m not a liar—I just can’t stand them!”  And 
John would say, “No—cause the Spirit of peace—leads us to peace, and you’ve 
obviously shut him down!”  

 
Lets get granular about this. You cannot…CANNOT   be a peace with God and hurt 
people He loves. That is, turn your back on them-- ignore them, slander them, refuse 
to forgive them, harbor a grudge toward them, or hurt them.  You can’t hate and be 
happy—and be at peace with God. Remember the prayer Jesus taught?  Forgive 
our sins AS we forgive those who’ve sinned against us. He knew we’d probably 
let that go, so He reinforces it: 

 
 If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive 

you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
(Matthew 6:14-15 NLT) 

 
 -So, let’s be clear about what forgiveness is.  It’s cancelling a debt!  Has someone 

forgiven a debt when they tell you it’s cancelled—paid for--then call you every day to 
remind you of what you owe them—and send bill collectors to call your cellphone 5 
times a day?   

 
d. Here’s what I know.  You can’t hold a grudge and claim you’ve forgiven.  You can’t 

keep a mental list of all the ways your parents, your husband, your wife, your kids, 
your friends have hurt you—occasionally flog them with the list--and claim to have 
forgiven them.   
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And you can’t live in all that rotten, decaying mess—the bitterness, the pain, the 
infection raging in your soul-- and be happy!   

 

 -Healing an infection is possible—but it will never happen until you clean out the 
wound and close it!  You cannot be at peace with God—and then hate, resent and 
hurt others.  YOU CAN’T HATE AND BE HAPPY! 

 

5. Peace with God starts when you resolve the issues between Him and you.  Now, I know 
that you and I occasionally have disagreements with the people who put up the speed 
limits signs, right?  What about the other signs?  Like, the STOP signs?  What happens if 
you think that Stop signs and traffic lights are for chumps and losers?  

  
-I’ll tell you what will happen.  At some point, you’ll blow through one and end up embedded 
in the front of GO bus or someone else’s car—or you will kill someone and end up with a life 
of regret. What if you’re trying to get somewhere, and you don’t like the street signs—and 
you think the people who make them are all idiots. Can you get where you need to go if you 
blow off or flip off the ones who make the signs or ignore Siri’s gentle voice on your GPS? 

 

a. One of the names for God that I’ve been thinking a lot about lately is the name, 
Yahweh-Nissi.  It would be translated as God my Banner. That is, the one who puts 
the banner over me—LOVED BY THE MOST HIGH GOD!  If it was a card or a letter, 
it wouldn’t be, to whom it may concern—it would be, “My dear son—Ken.  
God is a sign-maker, if you will. Sometimes the sign says, Slow down!  Sometimes 
the sign says, Stop!  Sometimes the sign says, “This is the way Home!”  

 
b. Peace with God is simply saying, “God, I believe that because you see life from a 

way greater, way bigger perspective—that because of your kindness, wisdom 
and love—you have the right to set the signs in place—and I would do well to watch 
for them!  

 
c. As we come into the Christmas season, this is the time when we talk about THE 

SIGN that God posted 2000 years ago.  He drove the signpost so deep, it split history 
in half.  It was erected in the fields outside of Bethlehem where David had watched 
over his sheep 1000 years early maybe at the spot where He wrote the song that 
went platinum--his most famous song: The Lord is my Shepherd, I have 
everything I need!  I am not in want! 

 
 -And that night, the Good Shepherd was born.  Jesus.  An angel lit up the hillside 

that night: 
   
 “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.  

The Saviour - yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, 
the city of David!  And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby 
wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” Suddenly, the angel was 
joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with 
whom God is pleased.” (Luke 2:10-14 NLT) 

 
 -Think about that! The sign for them and for us—that something good was 

happening was the Creator all had voluntarily humbled himself as 7 pounds of 
baby—wrapped in cloths—lying in a feeding trough.  The One who had always 
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existed, the One with infinite power and love and knowledge—had become a 
squalling, tiny, red-faced baby who was laid in a manger—surrounded by manure 
and flies!  Why would He do that? It’s clear!  Peace on earth to those with whom 
God is pleased.  Why is God pleased? Did we earn it?  No—He’s pleased to do it 
for us because of a depth love we can’t wrap our heads around.  God knew that 
if it were left to us, we’d keep up the chaos—and blame everyone but ourselves.   
It was the only way for us to be at peace with Him, with ourselves and with 
others. It was the only way for us to find the happiness He so wants to give us!  

 
6. So, here’s the question; Will you accept peace and happiness at God’s expense—because 

He gave the ultimate gift that first Christmas, or do you have a better plan for your own 
happiness and peace—and peace in the world?  What’s your plan?  Please tell me how it 
works—cause I’d honestly like to know.   

 
 -See, peace with God is possible by simply saying to God; you offer me peace, Jesus paid 

for it—I accept it.  I can’t be perfect, I can’t make my own peace…heck, I can’t even live at 
peace in my own home!  But I invite you into my life—accept YOUR offer of life—and 
choose the ways of peace!” 

 
 -Know what happens when we will just simply pray for that to happen?  All the chaos and 

sin and hassle and hurt we’ve created gets washed away—forever!  God is not a flogger!  
He will not come back to you with your list of sins and beat you with it!   

 

-The Spirit of Peace—comes into your life; he washes away hatred, he washes away all the 
stuff the separates you from Him and from yourself—and brings real peace.  Do you want to 
be happy?  If so—you need to have peace. Will you just give it a shot—see what He does?   
 

a. There may be others of you—and you’ve given your life to Jesus.  Honestly, to say 
that you’re walking in the light would be a lie—cause you’re not.  You want the peace 
and happiness Jesus brings, but instead you’ve been drinking the Purple Kool-Aid of 
the world system.  The poison that says that happiness is in being sexy, desirable, 
being followed, having money and stuff—and doing what you feel like doing.  

  
 -It’s a lie—and like any lie, you have to ditch it—because the truth is in a very 

different direction.   Will you make things right with God?  Things will not be 
better…cannot be better—until you do.  Peace and happiness is in the opposite 
direction! 

 

b. Has anyone here ever lost a child—that is, they wandered off and you didn’t know 
where they were?  I think I’ve told some of you about this; years ago Lori and I used 
to go to Mahaffey Camp --a very primitive camp for 2 weeks—surrounded on 3 sides 
by woods, and on the 4th side by a highway.  As primitive as it was, about 2000 
people gathered there. Our son, Brian was 3 or 4, it was dusk—and he was missing.  

 
There was an evening kids program and he had somehow wandered off.  As a 
parent, you first try to choke back the panic you feel. You think, “There has to be a 
reasonable explanation for this!”  But then panic takes over.  As it got darker and 
darker—I didn’t care what anyone thought--walked around the entire place for an 
hour—hollering his name, asking people if they’d seen him.   
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 -Inside, I had this sick, horrible feeling that something awful had happened.        
Then, as Lori and I grappled with what to do next, a close family friend and her 
husband showed up—each holding the hand of this little dark-haired, dark-eyed boy  
I loved so much it hurt. He was clueless! “I wasn’t looking for you!” 

 

7. Here’s what I know; God wants peace with you—and for you.  And this is where happiness 
starts. Why would you ever refuse an offer like that?  Why would you trade peace with 
God—and your best shot at happiness and life for some person, some opportunity—or 
some possession that will eventually be scraped off your life? Have you ever made peace 
with God?  Do you have peace with God?  Are you at peace within?  Is your relational world 
at peace—or in chaos?  Are you at peace with the future—and what it holds?  What’s 
keeping you from making peace with God today? What could possibly be worth trading 
your peace—and your happiness for? 

   
-God—Heavenly Father—the Dad who loves you and sent His Son to find you—is looking 
for you.  Calling your name.  Some of you are not at peace with God—and you hated this 
talk!  But down deep, you know that making peace with God is what you need to do.  The 
choice is yours.  Choose happiness!  Choose peace.  Peace with God!   
 


