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1. How many of you have ever eaten at McDonalds?  When I had my very first McDonalds 
hamburger in Erie, PA, it cost 15 cents and cheeseburgers cost 20 cents! Now, to give 
some context, we also used to call them McDonald’s hamburger flavored buns!  You know 
what an IPO is, right?  It’s when a company offers their stock for people like you and me to 
buy—believing that it will go up in value.  At McDonalds IPO on April 21, 1965, their stock 
was traded publicly at $22.50 a share  If you had bought 100 shares for $2250, those 
shares would be worth $12 million today and create an income of $365,000 a year.  How 
many of you would be okay with that?  
 
a. In some respects, the Sermon on the Mount was Jesus’ IPO.  He did thousands of 

miracles as proof that He was doing more than making hamburgers, fries and 
milkshakes.  God was doing something totally new—and he was inviting people to 
invest their resources and their lives!    

 
 -And this offer was for everyone—not just the wealthy, important people of that day.  

Even though His call had to do with character, spiritual power, and a well-lived life 
- it was for everyone - even those who, to that point, had wasted their lives and 
opportunities.  Everyone could be a part: 

 
b. There are at least 4 things about Jesus’ IPO that distinguish it from every IPO on this 

planet:  
 

*First, every IPO here finishes at the grave.  Yours.  Jesus’ IPO continues for 
eternity—and will withstand any depression or financial downturn.   
 
*Second, Jesus invites you to invest your resources and your life.   
   
*Third, compared to Jesus’ call to invest, the MCD story is a tiny return; His return is 
infinite—and keeps increasing through this life and eternity.   
 
*Fourth, the investment of your life places you among the blessed—the happy--
those who are satisfied, filled, at peace—and those whose lives bring life to the 
people and places they touch.   
   

c. The ongoing question for me and you—is ARE YOU IN?  If not—WHY not?   
WILL YOU INVEST YOUR LIFE?   

 
2. As you begin reading through Jesus’ message, what becomes very clear is that His way 

different than anything you’ve ever seen.  It’s not for top performers and spiritual athletes 
and people who are trying to shine their halos.  Actually?  The people who responded most 
quickly to Jesus were those who had nothing to offer Him but their lives.   

  



-And that’s precisely where Jesus starts--with the poor in spirit.  These are people he 
people who understand that everything they have or ever will have comes from God; that 
our only hope is the work that God does in the interior of our lives. This life is for:    
  

 *People who understand how short and fragile life is 
  

*Humble people—people who don’t need to have their own way.  
 

 *People who long for what is right and just in their lives and in the world. 
 
 *People who are relationally generous—who show mercy and grace for those who are weak 

and broken.  
  

*People whose lives and motives are not about themselves. 
   

 *People who bring peace to almost every situation they find themselves instead of trouble 
and chaos 

  
*People with perseverance—people who are willing to do what’s right—even when there’s a 
pricetag on it.   
 
a. Question; how many of you would like to have a circle of friends like that?  How many 

of you would like to have parents and siblings like that—or work for someone like 
that—or be married to someone like that?  Why not BE that person?   

 
-As you continue—you realized that all of these qualities describe Jesus.  And Jesus 
is not just a best friend, He’s a mentor.  He’s One who will always lead you in the 
right direction—listen, advise, work with you—and help you when you fall or fail.  And 
He’s sent help—the Holy Spirit—whose plan is make us like Jesus! 
 
-Paul, the disciple Jesus apparently chose to take Judas’ place, tells us what 
happens if we just try to do better on our own:   
 
For if I know the law but still can’t keep it, and if the power of sin within me 
keeps sabotaging my best intentions, I obviously need help! I realize that  
I don’t have what it takes. I can will it, but I can’t do it. I decide to do good,      
but don’t really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do it anyway.  
My decisions, such as they are, don’t result in actions. Something has gone 
wrong deep within me and gets the better of me every time. 
(Romans 7:18-20 MSG) 
 

b. Here’s what we know; Paul was a very self-disciplined rule-keeper—and He couldn’t 
pull it off!  As you read on in Paul’s letter to the Romans, it’s clear that the Spirit of 
God does for us—transforms us—into the person we would never be on our own.  
Jesus paid for it; the Holy Spirit, over time, makes it happen. 

 
c. What Jesus lays out in Matthew 5-7 is the blueprint for what happens in the interior  

of every person who receives Jesus as Lord—and then cooperates with Him.   
 



The Good News is that we are accepted just as we are, loved more than we would 
ever imagine—and then changed into the person we always wanted to be!  This 
message is the blueprint God is working from; it’s what Jesus was like—and what  
we will be like as we follow Him.    

 
3. If Jesus wasn’t who He claimed to be—Lord of all—then his statements in this first message 

are outrageous and verging on blasphemy.  He says, You have heard, but I tell you….  
Jesus is actually moving from ‘don’t do that…’ to “This is the way life was meant to be.”   

 
 -The word shalom—which we translate as peace is actually way broader than that. It goes 

way, way deeper and describes more than getting along with others. It’s talking about 
being at peace and harmony with others, with God, with yourself, in your body soul and 
mind, with creation, with your work—with everything in your world. Shalom describes the 
kind of wholeness and harmony that every human being wants. 
  

 -So, if everyone wants it—why isn’t it happening?  Well, it’s this little thing called SELF—
which morphs into self-interest, self-centeredness, selfishness, self-righteousness and all of 
its ugly little sisters and brothers that ultimately destroy everything that’s good.   
 
a. Jesus calls us to trust Him—not ourselves.  And self, pride—keeps us from doing 

that.  Trusting Jesus means believing that He’s right about everything because 
He’s God—Lord of all.   

 
-For some people, trust is philosophical.  I can say I trust Jesus—and then never 
invest any of my time, life or money.  Trust involves risk.  When people invested in 
McDonalds, they didn’t know that it would become the best-known restaurant in the 
world—worth billions.  To spend $22.50 in 1965 was, for some, half a paycheck.       
To invest $2250 was, for some, what they earned in a year.   
 

b. Faith in Jesus means taking steps toward living life as He says to live it. That kind  
of trust takes you beyond, “I want to have a nice, safe prosperous life with as few 
problems as possible—and then fall into Jesus arms when it’s over.”   

 
 *Trust is what makes you hunger for things to be right for everyone—not just you 
 
 *Trust is what takes you to the point where you pursue mercy—and do more than just 

enjoy peace—you make it!  
 
 *Trust is what makes you want to live with a pure heart and a clear conscience 
 
 *Trust is what makes you pursue things as they ought to be even when it creates 

more hassle.   
 
 *Trust is what takes us beyond, “If it conflicts with ME I won’t AGREE!” mantra 
 
 *Only trust causes us to do radical surgery on the stuff that’s dragging us toward a 

future we don’t want.   
 
 *It’s trust that will force you to save a marriage that’s not going well instead of 

ditching it. 
 



 *Trust is what takes you to a second mile kind of life where you choose humility over 
pride and ego—and choose love and grace as a way of life.  

   
-Here’s the deal; on our own, there’s no way we will ever change.  And that’s 
precisely why Jesus starts with, Blessed…HAPPY are the poor in Spirit—the 
people who can say, “All that I have, all that I am, all that I ever will be comes 
from God, not me!”   
 

d. So, here’s the question I want to ask:  Will you give the Spirit of God permission 
to form your life in this way? 

 
4. I’ll tell you why I’m asking that question at this juncture.  The very first part of our vision for 

The Olive Branch is:   
 

To build a community of people who have been transformed by the Good News  
of Jesus.  
 

 -How many of you have ever tried to transform something?  If you’re transforming dirty 
smelly laundry into clean laundry that smells great—a washing machine, some detergent 
and a drier with fabric softener sheets can do that for you.  It’s not that big of a deal. 

 
 -If you’re trying to transform a wrecked, overgrown, crooked house, into something that’s 

livable, it’s a lot more work!  It took Kelly about a year (with some help from me, her Mom, 
and some great tradespeople) to do that.  Expensive, but doable! 

 
 -How many of you have ever tried to transform a person—you know, turn a child, a 

daughter-in-law, a boss—your Dad—into a new person?   
 
Has anyone ever been successful?  If you have, tell me how.  Transforming a person is 
impossible when you’re working from the outside in.  It’s like the old joke, “How many 
psychologists does it take to change a person?  One—but they have to really want to 
change!” 

 
a. Now, here’s what I’m trying to say; At The Olive Branch, we want people to be 

transformed by the Good News of Jesus—but we can’t make that happen!  For 
that to happen, people have to believe the Good News of Jesus and want to change.  
And it has to go beyond that—people have to trust the Good News of Jesus—and 
then they have to build their lives on it. 

 -To trust the Good News of Jesus, people have to know what it is, what it means, 
and how to build it into their daily lives.  That kind of faith starts with practical Bible 
teaching.  That is my plan every time I speak!  Here’s what you need to know; 
Knowledge about the Bible, about Jesus, about theology and about cool nuances in 
the ancient languages won’t help you one bit.   

 
 -The people who crucified Jesus were Bible knowledge experts.  Paul was one—and 

he said, “knowledge puffs up… love builds up. Our plan is not create Bible 
scholars—but people who know how to love!     

 
-The teachings of Jesus are powerful, incisive—and ultimately got him executed. 
Know why?  Cause his storied and illustrations took his teaching out of the category 



of theology and philosophy—and put them into real life.  My goal is to make Jesus’ 
way of life clear and practical to everyone who hears the messages.   
 
-If you’ll listen—and trust what Jesus says, your faith with grow.   

b. But there’s something else you need for your faith to grow—and we want to make 
this accessible as well.  The plan is to help us all build solid relationships with other 
followers of Jesus.  Now, this happens in small ways—around the coffee pot, before 
and after services, through meet and greet.  Heck, we have people who meet here 
and get married!  That’s good!   
 
-But the one another’s that Jesus established went way deeper.  We are 
consistently called to love and be loved; to accept and be accepted, to serve  
and be served, to encourage and be encouraged, to support and be supported.  
It’s this kind of depth that both challenges us and comforts us. This turns us from 
consumers into contributors.   
 
-Here’s what I know; you can not and will not grow in your faith without this 
dimension that calls you to love, help and serve others.  Following Jesus is not a solo 
sport like tennis or golf; it’s a team sport.  This is how God set things up to transform 
us!   
 
-Our plan, over the next 5 years, is that everyone will be part of either a LIFE group, 
a Bible study, a ministry team, or a recovery group. But we can’t and won’t force 
people into this.  If you want to do what Jesus called us to do—love our neighbors as 
ourselves—this will have to be a part of your life.   
 
-If being part of a smaller group isn’t part of your plan for living beyond yourself, then 
what is your plan?  I’ve never met someone who can effectively do a drive-by 
loving!  You have to be in a person’s life.  So—why not make room for that?    
 

c. Another part of experiencing transformation is taking the time to counteract all the 
messages you receive from ads, friends, and everything else that wants a piece of 
you; you have to make time for you and Jesus to be alone. To talk and listen.  
Remember the last series, Talking With God?  Building a relationship is  
impossible without communication.   

  
-We want to do all we can here at The Olive Branch to encourage this, but we can’t 
make this happen; only you can do that.  Jesus promised that the Father rewards 
this.  I either believe that—or I don’t!  If we don’t take the time for it—then it’s quite 
clear that we think other ways of spending our time bring more value to our lives.  
What do you really believe?   

 
d. The fourth way our faith grows is when we contribute to someone else’s life by using 

our gifts to serve them.  Here’s the deal; God has given me—and you—spiritual gifts 
and talents—and opportunities to use them.  When we engage—we grow—and our 
faith gets stronger.  When we don’t, the “serve muscle” trophies—and self becomes 
our focus.   

 
Serving is an act of love for God and others.  I’ll tell you why this grows our faith.   
We all come to the table as flawed, sometimes scared and anxious people.  Serving 
is an act of faith—not confidence.   



And when we see how the Spirit works through us, we’re encouraged—and faith 
grows. To go back to the beginning—we invest in Jesus’ IPO—believing that 
giving is better than receiving and consuming.   
Is that what you believe?   
 

e. The final piece in our vision for transformation is to bring shalom—things as they 
ought to be—to our community.  If we are the salt and light as Jesus called us to be, 
then things should always have more flavor, be better preserved, have more clarity 
because we are a part of them.  And in the process of engaging—our faith grows!  
Engaging in need is a defining moment—and our faith grows in those defining 
moments. 

 
 -We felt called at the very start of The Olive Branch to one of our community’s 

greatest assets.  That we would engage in need and help the people we knew decide 
to follow Jesus—and that we would do what Jesus said; let our good deeds, our love 
for the marginalized and poor point to and glorify God.  

  
 -We’ve been faithfully doing that for over 15 years—and it has taken us to most of  

the ministries in Markham and the GTA.  As I speak, we are engaged in helping 
transform Morne Pelee, a community in Haiti—and has taken us to a lot of places 
—to inner city Toronto, to Bolivia, to Mali—building schools and medical clinics—and 
we’ve invested over $1.5 million to have a transforming effect!   

 
Our 5 year goal is to have everyone here serve others in some way.  Know why?  
Cause it changes the world, changes us, spreads the Kindness of Jesus—and 
glorifies the One who gave His life for us.  It changes everything!  And that’s what 
we want! 
 

4. Another part of our plan for our growth—and Kingdom growth—is to spread the Kindness of 
Jesus in ways that are unique to our calling, unique to our location and unique to our place 
in history. 

 
-Let’s start with our calling.  A little over five years ago, the leadership of The Olive Branch 
began to sense a calling to reach the next generation—more specifically, the Millennial 
generation.  See, we’ve been thinking about and working on a succession plan and we 
thought, “We need to be doing a succession plan for The Olive Branch Church as well.  
  
a. Let me ask; Is it okay for a group of disciples to think pretty much about 

themselves and their own likes and needs?  The answer is…NO!   
We are convinced that when our time is done - it is God’s plan for the light of TOB to 
be shining brighter than ever - winning more people to Jesus than ever - and 
impacting a whole new generation. Remember, we are a mission not a club! 
-As you know, making a difference starts with communicating in ways that the people 
you’re trying to reach can relate to.  Now, we have not always managed those 
transitions well—but our goal has always been to have a church that your children—
even if you don’t have any yet—will want to be a part of.   
 
-If you could’ve been a fly on the wall of the Leadership Camp for Teens this past 
summer, you would’ve been very encouraged.   
 



That’s the next generation—and they are excited to be here!   See, we simply do 
what Jesus did—when he set aside his rights as God and then took on a human 
form and the form of a servant. The people who witnessed the kind of humility 
entrusted Him with their lives—and went on to transform their world.   
  

b. But there’s a piece to this desire to have a transforming effect that is unique to our 
location.  Look around the auditorium for a minute.  How many of you noticed that we 
have a vast number of colors, cultures, ages, ethnicities and everything else here?  
It’s a little like having the world in one room!   

  
-We want to see that diversity thrive and grow.  I’ll tell you why; first, that’s where we 
live.  In Markham, over 55% of the people here were born outside of Canada.   
I was—and many of you were, too. Some of you speak 2, 3, 4 or 5 languages—and 
your first language is not English. That’s unique!   

  
-Jesus told us to reach out to every nation, ethnicity and culture and tell them the 
Good News that everyone is welcome at His table!  Think about the advantage we 
have; the nations have come to the GTA—and Markham is one of the favorite 
places to move to!  We want to build on that advantage to reach as many as 
possible!   
 

c. And we have one more unique advantage given our place in history.  It’s 
communication.  The internet.  Social media.  Instagram.  Twitter.  PODcasts.  Like 
fire, these things can be misused and lead people to focus on selfie-dom.   
Our plan is to use every means of communication possible to get the best message 
in the universe---the Good News of Jesus to as many as possible. 

  
-We already have over 2000 people who download us on vimeo, we’ve started our 
podcast, we’re on Instagram—and the plan is that we will be anywhere people and 
their cellphones are—which is around the world.  Our goal, to be clear, is to multiply 
ourselves!  And using all these communication tools will help.  We’re going to lean 
into that!  
 

5. There’s a final piece to this that I need to speak to.  It’s about your happiness—in this 
life and the next.  We’re going to be talking about happiness a lot in the next few weeks,     
because that’s actually what God wants for your life.  Here’s what most people think,  
If I could only…If I only had…I’d be happy.   

 
-Here’s what I know after working with people for a long time; the truth about happiness is 
counter-intuitive.   
 
 
First, it’s not related to how much money you make or how much stuff you own—or how 
many adrenaline vacations you take. 
 
-Second, happiness is an outcome of life.  You plant and harvest your way into it.  The 
third piece is that happiness is not about centering your life around yourself and your 
pleasure center; it’s more related to giving yourself away.   
 



-Know how, around here, we talk about having a transforming influence?  About leaving 
love and goodness on the trail and the people in your wake? Happiness is directly 
related to that—which is what Jesus taught. He said:    

 
If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my 
sake, you will save it. And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but are 
yourself lost or destroyed? (Luke 9:24-25 NLT) 
 
And: 
 
It is more blessed to give than to receive. (Acts 20:35 NLT) 
 
-This is totally counterintuitive.  The message from our culture is, “If you don’t focus on 
making you happy—who will?  And the truth?  To focus on making yourself happy leads 
to unhappiness.  Let me tell you how this typically works.  We look at something in another 
person’s life that we want and think, “If I could have their house, his car, their income, her 
popularity, his looks, her body—her husband…I’d be happy!”  
 Actually?  What you see is all know you know about them.  Secondly, know what you call a 
composite person made up of parts from everyone else’s life?  Frankenstein!  Even if you 
could have this Franken-Life you wouldn’t be happy. Here’s why; You cannot acquire, 
consume or exercise your way to happiness—despite what the ads tell you.  
 
-Let me put it this way; when you become consumed with you—no matter how much 
progress you make—you will continue to be unhappy.  You cannot—CANNOT—consume, 
acquire or exercise your way into happiness. What you can do is love and serve your way 
into happiness.  That’s what Jesus is trying to teach those who follow Him.    
 
a. Look at the research.  There is a direct connection between people—their health, 

their happiness—and their willingness to make God and others—not themselves--the 
object of their own life. The studies over the past 25 years  
prove this.   
 
Did you know, for example, that the list of the most satisfying jobs have almost 
nothing to do with money—and everything to do with helping, teaching, protecting 
and caring for others?    
  
-Did you know that people whose lifestyle includes giving their time and energy to 
others have statistically less depression, less stress? Less heart disease—and less 
cancer?  Teens who volunteer are way less likely to abuse drugs or end up with an 
unplanned pregnancy!    
 

b. The truth is that the best thing you can do for yourself is NOT focus on yourself.  
The best thing you can do for you is to stop doing so much for you.  Know why?  
Well, when God showed up here on this planet, he taught that we have been 
designed this way.  We were made to love, forgive, care for, serve and help others.  
You were created by God to give yourself away!   

 
-To cooperate with that leads to happiness and meaning; to fight that—and do what 
almost every ad in our culture tells us to do—to acquire, consume, or exercise our 
way into happiness is, hear me, a dead end street!   
 



c. Let me just explain the theology behind that.  As I mentioned earlier self is the 
essence of sin.  That means that self and all of its ugly little siblings—self pre-
occupation, selfishness, self-centeredness and self-interest are at the root of sin 
—however you define it; and sin always has a price tag.  And part of that price tag 
 is unhappiness. Count on it—whatever it promises, it leads there.   

 
 -Question:  How many of you love being around people who think, 24/7 about 

themselves?  Anyone?   
Does anyone know of a hero—a person who is love, admired and followed-–whose 
life is pretty much all about themselves?   

  
-I can’t.  Lori and I recently watched an online story—now being released as a major 
motion picture—called,  
The Man in the Red Bandanna.  
It’s about Welles Crowther, a 24 year old guy from Nyack, NY (where I lived for 5 
years). Welles was at work in one of the twin towers on 9-11. He survived the impact 
of the plane—and could’ve saved his own life. Instead, he spent the last half hour 
that the tower stayed standing rescuing others.  He ran up the 17 flights of stairs 
leading others out—and carrying one woman out—saving their lives. And all of this, 
when everyone else was running down the stairs.   

 
d. See, the question we all have to ask is, “When it’s all done—and there’s no more 

time to help and save others, how do I want to be remembered; as someone who 
ran UP the stairs to save others—or someone who was pre-occupied with just 
saving myself?  Selfishness—is natural—but it’s not noble!  

  

-And yet every single day of my life I’m tempted to try to consume, achieve, or 
exercise my way to happiness.  I’m tempted to give my best for me—in this selfish 
attempt to be happier and more fulfilled.  I think Jesus looks at me—and maybe 
you—and says, “Come on!  When are you going to figure it out—that the measure  
of a life—ANY life—is how much they GIVE—not how much they GET?”   
 

6. And that’s my challenge.  See, here’s the deal—if you come to The Olive Branch—or any 
church—to just consume without giving back—giving yourself away—you will get to a point 
where you will be very dissatisfied.  I can guarantee that.   

 
-I’ll tell you how I know that; the path to spiritual growth is not about some new cool thing 
you learn about God—or some new great song—or how another believer pours into your 
life.  Growth is learning to be like Jesus—and Jesus gave His life away. And the more 
like Jesus you and I are—the happier we’ll be.   
 
-From the very start of this church, we said, THIS IS NOT ABOUT US.  To ever make it 
about us means that we’ve seriously lost the plot! 
 

. So, without any apology whatsoever, I want to challenge you to engage. To give your 
resources to the Kingdom. To give your life away to others. To find the places—not where 
you can consume more God-stuff and Jesus-stuff—but where you can give.  Love—and be 
loved. Serve and be served. Celebrate and be celebrated. Know—and be known. 

   
 -If you do—if you stop trying to consume, acquire, and exercise your way into 

happiness—and choose the little-known path of selflessness—you will find the happiness 



and meaning your heart craves.  And in the process—you’ll be Good News—you’ll have a 
transforming impact on your world.  Or…?  You can take the same, dumb well-worn path, 
the broad way - -that everyone else gets fooled into. 

 
 -Faith in Jesus—means trusting what He says—even when it means going up the stairs—

when everyone else is running for their lives! 
 
 
   
 


