
Series: OLIVE BRANCH BAPTISM CELEBRATION! 
 

SUNDAY JUNE 30. 2019 
BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS 

2 Corinthians 5:17-18 
SPEAKER: KEN DAVIS 

 
 

1. How many of you had a beginning at one point in the past?  Most of us did, I’m guessing.  
For some of us, that beginning is documented.  It’s called a birth certificate—which is 
necessary for you to get a passport, health card, driver’s license—or anything else official. 
Q.  Is it your birth certificate that makes you a living person?  No!  Your Mom did that.  

    
 -It simply documents the day when you moved from being unknown to being known.  

It marks the shocking day when you were squished through a birth canal—and left your 
lovely warm, dark muffled cocoon into this cold, bright noisy world.   

 
-And on that day, you had to suddenly learn to nurse from your Mom.  You could open your 
eyes—and the freedom was amazing!  And you could see and smell and hear and be 
cuddled by this person who had been carrying you for 9 months.  Whew! 
 

 -On that day, it was all forward!  No going back—you were launched!  And for the most 
part, that was good, right?  And there would be lots of firsts.  The first feel of a diaper—and 
diaper rash—and wipes—and baby powder—and baths. There would be your first clothes, 
your first ride in a car, your first encounter with a jealous sibling—and the family dog. Then 
cereal, juice, binkie, noisy people getting in your space and making weird cooing noises.  
Then your first night without your Mommy, your first smile, step, word, and your first night in 
a big bed.    
 
a. Over time, you would start to experience some endings.  Like when the change table 

got taken away—and then your bottles—and then your own special little toilet was no 
more!   

 
b. Jesus compared believing in Him and putting our trust in Him to birth—

specifically—being born again. 
   

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see 
the Kingdom of God.” “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can 
an old man go back into his mother’s womb and be born again?”  Jesus 
replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being 
born of water and the Spirit.  

Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to 
spiritual life. So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ The 
wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell 
where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are 
born of the Spirit.” (John 3:3-8 NLT) 
 

c. The truth about all of us is that, like Nick, we’re a little mystified about the whole 
spiritual side of life.  We know it’s there—we just don’t understand how it works—or 
how powerful it is.  It’s the part of us that our parents didn’t give to us!  The Christian 
scriptures simply call this our spirit or our soul. It’s the real you that survives death.  



d. Jesus is saying that this real you is what can be renewed, changed, transformed 
—born again.  The most powerful being in the universe, the Holy Spirit, is the  
One—the Only One who does this. And we get a do-over. It’s a fresh shot at life.   
It’s the chance to start all over again—and do things right—differently. 
   

 -But something else happens; we get to leave our sin behind and live in the 
forgiveness of God.  In describing forgiveness, those who write about it say that our 
sin is removed as far from us as the east is from the west.  Infinite distance!   
 
-And it’s buried in the depths of the deepest sea—which would be the Marianas 
Trench—off the coast of the Philippines.  Seven miles down—too deep for any 
human to go!  
 

2. So, you know how a birth certificate doesn’t tell you that you exist—but simply affirms your 
entrance into this world?  That’s what baptism is all about.  When you gave your life to 
Jesus, the past ended, and the future began.  Baptism simply symbolizes an end to the 
past—and your birth into this place of newness, light, forgiveness, and freedom.  It’s the 
entrance into who you were always meant to be!  There’s an ending…and a beginning.   
 
Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our 
old life. …This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. 
The old life is gone; a new life has begun! And all of this is a gift from God, who 
brought us back to himself through Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:14, 17-18 NLT) 

  
-Now, let me give you some images to go along with this.  How many of went to Public 
School?  How many of you had a principal there that was kinda scary?  If that same 
principal came to your door today—now in his 90s, and said, “I want to see you in my office 
right away!” would you be scared? No, you’d say, “Great to see you again, you old goat!  I 
have nothing to say to you—and I don’t have to come to your office!  Why?  Cause you 
FINISHED that era of your life—and started a new one—where you got in more trouble!!   

  
-How many of you have ever had a landlord?  Strange name, isn’t it, land LORD!  We used 
to have this old dude who ran the trailer park we were in named Mr. Black.  We got into it 
one morning cause I had worked the night shift—and he was outside our bedroom window 
at 6:30 using a chain saw! Now, if Mr. Black came to our home now and started ordering us 
around and telling us what we could and couldn’t do, I would politely tell him to get lost!  
He’s the OLD landlord—we finished our time with him when we sold our mobile home in 
2017.  Okay, it was 1978.  
 
a. Now, here’s where I’m going with this. The devil is the old principal, the old landlord 

for the old way of life.  Because I have a new principal—Jesus—and a new landlord, 
the Holy Spirit—the devil has no authority over me.   

  
-That doesn’t mean he doesn’t try to order me around and tell me who I am and who 
I’m not—but he has no authority.  In the name of Jesus, I can tell him to shove off—
and he has to go! 
 

b. Just like Jesus split history when He came, Baptism is the official declaration of the 
end of the old ways, BC, and the beginning of my new life, AD—in the year of our 
Lord. And the old mess was cleaned out—and the renovation started.  

    



 -Six years ago this week, two Metro police officers stopped to see Lori and me here 
at the church. They had bad news; A relative had been found dead in her apartment 
in downtown Toronto. Lori and I had tried to help her the previous year and were 
pushed away.  

 
 -What we found in the apartment was tragic—created by years of drug abuse, mental 

illness and hoarding.  This was July—the heat was stifling—and the smell of garbage, 
dead mice, cigarettes and rotten food was overwhelming. After reclaiming what we 
could from that awful mess, we called, Got Junk? and then went home and took      
a shower! They came in and threw everything else off the balcony into a truck.  
And it was gone—and we were done—and it was powerwashed, disinfected and 
renovated.   
 

c. My point is that a clean out, a gut job, a Got Junk dumpster job is what Jesus does 
in our hearts when confess our sin and give our lives to Him.  He cleans out what 
was left by the former resident:  Death.  He throws out the stuff we’ve been hoarding 
and hiding. And the next stop—is washing.  Disinfection. And that’s what baptism 
represents.  Baptism doesn’t mean that we never fail again or screw up again or get 
rid of all our bad habits—or even want to.  It just means a good cleaning—so that the 
new resident, the new boss can begin disinfecting and renovating!  

 

3. Let me read a passage that describes just how critical this is.  It’s written by Paul, the 
Apostle.  By the way, he was baptized before he had a chance to apologize to the families 
of the people he had had tortured, imprisoned and executed.  He was very religious--but full 
of arrogance. He hadn’t given up any bad habits yet—and people were scared to death of 
him!  He says:  

 
 For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were 

raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ 
from the dead. You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature 
was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our 
sins. He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it 
to the cross. In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed 
them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.  (Colossians 2:12-15 NLT) 
 

 -Now, I want you to just notice some things about what Paul says.  First, when you are 
baptized and go under the water—you are buried with Christ.  You get it, right?   
Jesus had to be buried before He could be raised.  Coming up out of the water symbolizes 
the single event that broke history in half—and changed everything—Christ’s resurrection!  
This is a new life!  That’s why baptism is your spiritual birth certificate! 
 
a. But there’s more.  Something needs to be cut away.  Thrown away.  Off the balcony 

into the Got Junk? truck.  But in our case, this didn’t get hauled off to some landfill 
where people can go dumpster-diving.  Our sins are cancelled by being nailed to 
Jesus’ cross.  

 
 -Let me explain the significance of this.  Crucifixion was the ultimate punishment—

the most humiliating way a person could die.  People were hung naked out next 
to public roads where your enemies could come and gawk and make fun of you.   
Nailed to the cross above your head were list of crimes you were charged with.  
 



People knew, “Oh, so that’s why they’re doing this to him.”  -Jesus list was simple; 
The King of the Jews—it’s Who He was. And that left room for my list and your list.   
 
Now, do you understand the significance of what this is saying?  If the Son of God, 
perfect and innocent goes to a cross and is publicly executed for my scummy sins 
and crimes—who can possibly say, “Hey, but you…”  It’s gone!  Paid for!  Done! 

 
b. And that’s how Jesus disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities and shamed them 

publicly!  When the spiritual rulers and authorities come to me, they are armed with 
my list. The enemy uses that list to shame me, condemn me, and flog me into 
submission!  Baptism, my birth certificate, is what yanks that list from his hands 
and sets me free.   

 
-The forces of darkness thought they’d won—that is, until Jesus walked in as they 
were breaking out the champagne and said, Sorry folks—the PARTY’S OVER!  It 
was a humiliating defeat!   
 

c. Now, am I the only one here this morning who’s been flogged with a list of stuff from 
the past?  I didn’t think so!  It’s our enemy’s weapon of choice.  I mean, what can you 
say to the list except, “You’re right.  I did all of that!”   

 
 -And that’s why our companion statement has to be, “But…but…BUT…that list has 

been nailed to the cross of Jesus!  The Got Junk truck has LEFT THE PREMISES!   
And that smelly, awful infected place in me has been power-washed, disinfected I’ve 
been washed, disinfected—and the new boss, new owner, new manager is 
renovating it as we talk!  He isn’t even close to being done…yet!   
 

4. Baptism is important.  Baptism is critical.  Baptism is what Jesus asked us to do—because 
it is the death certificate of the old way of life—and the birth certificate of the new, 
redeemed, forgiven way of life—and a promise of what will yet come!   

 
-Some of you haven’t done it—cause you think there’s something else you need to do, to 
stop, to believe, to…something!  It’s not—it’s a birth certificate!  
It’s like a baby saying, “I need to walk and be potty trained before I can get one of those!”  

Does that make sense? 
  

-Let me explain it one more way.  There’s a big piece of glass in front of you when you drive 
a car.  Does anyone know what that is?  It’s called a…windshield. It’s reality.  It shows you 
where you need to go, stop, or turn.     
 
a. Our sin has a way of staying on the windshield of life.  David, the Psalmist, after he’d 

really screwed up and hurt a lot of people said:  
  
 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my 

transgressions, and my sin is always before me. (Psalm 51:2-3 NLT) 
 
 -In this imagery—it’s splattered all over the windshield!  Even when I try to 

scrape it off—it’s there! 
 
b. Baptism washes it off the windshield—and moves sin to the rear view mirror.  

What do you see in the rear view mirror?  It’s the present becoming the past.   



At first—it’s very visible.  Over time—it gets smaller and smaller—then blips off the 
screen!   

  
-Baptism represents the forgiveness of sins.  A fresh start. A new birth.  
A cancellation of charges.  A pardon.  A new heart and mind. The restoration of our 
dignity.  Forgiveness from God—and others for how we’ve hurt them. The changing, 
transformation of our hearts, our reputations, our failures.  If that’s what you want 
—then you need to act on it.  You need a stake to drive in the ground.  At date that 
represents a beginning and an ending.  

  
-Baptism has nothing to do with how you’re doing, how far you’ve come, how well 
you’ll do in 2020, or how many bad habits you can get rid of or how far along you are.  
It’s a statement about endings—closing of an old painful, chapter of life—and a 
brand new beginning! 

  
 
   
 


