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1. As I was growing up, my Dad would occasionally drop a saying on me that he’d picked up 

somewhere.  Like, May the bird of paradise fly up your nose!  I never got it—until I 
looked up this song by Little Jimmy Dickens, and listened to it.  

 
One fine day as I was a-walkin' down the street 
Spied a beggar man with rags upon his feet 
Took a penny from my pocket 
In his tin cup I did drop it 
I heard him say as I made my retreat 
May the bird of paradise fly up your nose! 
May an elephant caress you with his toes… 
 
-I get it now!  Has anyone here ever had someone cheap out on you?  You know, be stingy.  
Stick it to you. Take and take and never say thanks or give back?   
It’s hard to feel good about that.  I’ll tell you why--generosity is beautiful—and 
stingy…cheap…isn’t!   
 

 -So—here’s what I want to ask; is it possible to truly BE Good News—without being 
generous?   I mean, can a person love God and others—and be stingy? 

   
*Can a person become all that God wants them to be and do what God wants them to do—
and not be generous?   
 
*Can you be learn to be generous without feeling any fear or pain?   
 
*Is there anyone here who wants to reach the end of life—and the only one you’ve ever 
been generous with—is you?  
 

 -The answer to every single one of these questions is…NO! 
 

a. To get a feel for this—I want you to take a moment to remember when someone was 
truly generous with you.  For example: 

 
 *Once, at a horrible place in ministry, a leader I deeply respected didn’t just take time 

to listen to Lori and me—he took us to lunch. 
 
 *Remember the guardrails story?  When I wrecked the car I felt so stupid and 

ashamed and didn’t know what I was going to do.  Lori’s Dad sat down and wrote us 
a check that paid for all the damage.  I will never forget that!   

 
 -Now, how many of you have a story of your own?  We love generosity.  How many 

of you want God to be generous with you?  How many of you want others to be 
generous with you?  Generosity is beautiful!   

 



b. Here’s what I know.  When life is over—and all our opportunities to make a difference 
are gone, the best stories about you and me—our best moments--will not be about 
how much we knew…or about our adrenaline vacations or how successful we 
were…or the cool things we acquired.  No, the best stories will be about how we 
showed love and kindness and grace through our generosity!   

 
-Generosity is not something that will happen some day—it needs to start now! 
 

2. So, here’s my main question; are you ready?  Is it even possible to love God with all your 
heart, soul, strength and mind—and pretty much keep all you have for yourself?  NO!  To 
love and respect someone—especially Jesus--is to trust them.  Jesus was pretty clear 
about living with generosity. It goes something like this: 

 
“Go ahead!  Be generous with your time, money, energy and resources—cause I’ll restock 
your supply!”  Generosity is an act of trust and devotion.  Think about it, if a friend or 
parent is stingy with you—but has all kinds of money to spend on what they want—what 
does that say?  It says, I care about you—but I love ME way more!   

  
-The second part of our calling is to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Can you love your 
neighbor as yourself without generosity?  How many of you love it when people are 
generous with their time and money with you?  Jesus defined loving your neighbor as doing 
for them what you would want them to do for you.   

  
-I want you to think about the gift of grace and life and hope you’ve been given—and the 
fact that Jesus has changed everything.  Are you glad that followers of Jesus have, down 
through the years, denied themselves so you could hear about Jesus?  Are you glad that 
others made sacrifices so that you could live in freedom?  Generosity is an expression of 
gratitude to God and gratitude for others.   
 
-Without Jesus generously giving His life—there is no mercy, grace, kindness, restoration, 
healing and life.  You and I are here because someone gave a lot of themselves—their 
energy, time and money to help us to survive and thrive!   
  
-Years ago a pastor friend of mine laughed and said that the only thing he could afford to 
buy his fiancée before they married was a candy bar.  I don’t think that’s something to brag 
about!  Love means being generous!  To refuse to learn generosity—saying you can’t 
afford to be—is to refuse to be formed into the image of Jesus.   
 
Here’s what I believe; I believe that you and I can’t afford not to be generous!  When you 
cheat God and others—you cheat yourself!  Here’s what I know, everything Jesus had to 
say about a life of significance centered around us seeing and enjoying God’s generosity 
—and then, in response, us being generous.   
 
-Jesus said that all of the law the prophets could be summarized with two commands; love 
God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind—and love your neighbor as yourself.  And 
then Jesus told his trademark story about who a neighbor is—and what it looks like to 
love them as yourself.  Anyone remember the story of the Good Samaritan?   
 
-Now, we’re going to be studying this in more depth next week when we talk about the 
kindness of Jesus, but let me read it for you.  An expert in religious law quoted what Jesus 



had said about loving God and loving your neighbor as yourself.  Jesus said, “Good answer!  
Do this and you’ll live!     

   
The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbour?”  Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from 
Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road. By chance a priest came 
along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road 
and passed him by.  
A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by 
on the other side. Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, 
he felt compassion for him.  Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds 
with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey 
and took him to an inn, where he took care of him.  
The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this 
man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’  “Now which 
of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by 
bandits?” Jesus asked.  The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.”  
Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.” (Luke 10:29-37 NLT) 
 
-Because most people know this story, it has lost some of the explosive implications it laid 
out for the crowd listening that day.  Who IS my neighbor?  Jesus could’ve easily said, “Do 
you really want to know?”  See, he had already equated loving your neighbor with 
loving God—that if you don’t love your neighbor, you don’t really love God.   
 
a. This is, at the core, a story about love and kindness—which is why I’ll dig more 

deeply into it next week.  Let me ask you a question.  Would it have been possible for 
this Samaritan—the hero in this story—to have been a neighbor to this man, beaten 
up and left for dead, without generosity?   

  
-The first two—the religious professionals—walked around this guy and ignored him.  
Does anyone know why?  It was a well-known fact that most of the temple workers 
lived in Jericho—and traveled to Jerusalem when they were scheduled to work.  To 
touch this man, help him, clean him up would’ve disqualified them for working at the 
temple for an entire week.   
 
-At the core, this was about conserving time, money, and purity.  I can’t afford to be 
generous!   
 

b. At this point, everyone is leaning in—Jesus had their attention!  Then the words, 
“But a Samaritan…” And people are thinking, “He’s not going to make a Samaritan 
the hero of this story, is He?”  Not only did he make him the hero—he was the over-
the-top, you’ve-gotta-be-KIDDING-me hero.  He didn’t just feel bad for the man 
and what had happened, what he did was extraordinary. 

 
 -Now think about this encounter.  Could this man have been a good neighbor 

without extraordinary generosity?   
 
 *He was generous with his time.  He was obviously going somewhere—and 

interrupted his plans to help someone he didn’t even know. 
 



 *He had a small supply of oil and wine and cloth—intended, I’m guessing, for his own 
use. 

 
 *He had a donkey—that had been carrying him on this journey—and from this point 

on to the inn, he walked while this guy rode. 
 
 *And he didn’t just dump this guy at the inn.  He spent the night caring for this 

stranger. 
 
 *Then he gave two silver coins and paid for the ongoing care he would be given as 

he healed—and promised more money—if it was needed.     
 

3. It’s possible to just make this a great story; to say, “Wow, what a great guy!  I’m so moved 
by what he did” But Jesus—the One we follow—doesn’t let us off with that.  He says, “YES, 
NOW GO AND DO THE SAME!”  Let me ask again:  Is it even possible to love God and 
love our neighbors--and not be generous with our money and time? Is it possible for you or 
me to become the persons God intended for us to be—and not be generous?  Is it possible 
to grow deep spiritually and not be generous?  Not according to Jesus’ story.   

  
-See, our core calling in life is to love. We’re called to love one another. Generosity—
and outrageous love for others characterizes everything that Jesus had to say about how 
we live our lives.  Jesus told us to love our enemies, go over and above what others force 
us to do, and give to those who ask for our help.   

 
-Remember the widow who gave two copper pennies—all she had to live on?  Jesus didn’t 
stop her and say, “No, dear, that’s too much!”  He blessed her.  Why?  Because that’s 
what God is trying to teach everyone—no matter WHAT they have. Jesus said, “Give—
and Heaven will back you up!  It will be given to you—pressed down, poured into your lap, 
overflowing.” 
 
a. Jesus’ followers—who ultimately died for him—summarized His teaching with these 

words:  For it is MORE blessed to give than to RECEIVE!  How many of you like to 
receive?  You like bonus checks from work; refund checks from the government—
and when someone else picks up the check at a restaurant!  How many of you would 
be glad to receive a free vehicle from Tim if you r-r-roll up the rim! 

 
-Well, if you don’t turn down inheritances, or bonuses, or free meals, or invites to 
cottages or free vacations or the $20 bill some poor sucker dropped on the sidewalk, 
Jesus says that something in life brings way more joy than that; it’s giving. It’s being 
generous. 
 

b. Now, if you were to just take a shot at it, why do you think that is?  I like receiving 
things.  How could GIVING make you happier than receiving?  It’s something we 
all know.  Question; is the 3rd year of owning a car as the 1st?  Or is the 5th year of 
owning your dream house as exciting as the first.  The graph shows, a big spike of 
joy—then the drop-off.   

 
 -When you give, when you invest in a child, a need, the ministry of The Olive 

Branch, there’s some initial pain—but the satisfaction keeps on giving back--even if 
you don’t think about it.  The interest keeps on compounding through life—and 
eternity.   



 
 -Years ago, some friends of ours gave Lori an Ivory Silk Lilac tree when she 

graduated from university.  It fit in a planter then.  Now, the trunk is about 8 inches 
across—and it’s 20 feet tall. And every spring, it brings more and more of these 
beautiful flowers.  I never look at it that I don’t think of them and all the other kindness 
they showed us. 

 
 -Right beside my computer screen, I have all the pictures of kids Lori and I have 

invested in over the years.  
  

As I think about their lives and pray for them—I’m so grateful. As I think about 
investing in the life of a child—and all they will do—and all the people they will touch 
and children they will raise—can you name a better investment?  
Invest in Google or Amazon—and it will make more money—but at the grave…     
SO WHAT?!  

 
d. A lot of you have invested continuously in The Olive Branch over the years—

sacrificially. And you didn’t jump ship and run when you didn’t like the music or a 
message or a decision that was made.  Why?  Cause it wasn’t about you getting 
what YOU wanted!  It was about others! 

  
-And that investment has influenced thousands of people, many of whom were 
helped out of horrible situations—many of whom had their eternal destiny—and the 
entire trajectory of their lives changed.  And you share in all of that—even if you 
don’t see it this side of eternity. 
 

 -You get it, right?  Loving your neighbor as yourself—and doing that in generous 
ways—is an act of love toward God.  It’s more blessed to GIVE than RECEIVE!   
 
-Giving, see, means taking what we earn by sweating and doing a job we sometimes 
don’t enjoy—and instead of using it for a temporary thrill in buying stuff that—to be 
honest—will end up in some landfill—we use it to change lives forever.   
 
-I mean, can you name something—a new iPhone, a set of threads, a newer car, a 
better pizza—that brings more joy than a family that’s changed forever!  I can’t think 
of any.  Maybe you can!?   
 

4. It’s pretty clear.  Love always means generosity.  To take and take and take from God and 
never give back does not qualify as love.  And loving God means loving others—because 
God loves them as we love our kids!  How do you feel when someone—a teacher, a 
coach, a grandparent—puts up with their misbehavior and loves them anyway?  You 
think, I love that person!   

 
 -See, God feels the same way.  He’s generous with everyone.  In case you’re thinking, 

“Well He’s not that generous with me!”—just look around you in the world.  Don’t look at the 
people richer than you—look at the 95% who have less—and are still generous with what 
they have.   

 
a. See words—even tears are cheap.  You can say, “I love you—and feel so bad about 

people who don’t have enough to eat, who experience injustice every day, who have 



to drink filthy, polluted water, who have no hope that things will ever change…!”  
Does it cost you to feel bad?  No.  Generosity engages!    

 
b. Here’s the deal.  Jesus has gone public with a plan to change the world to its very 

core.  Now, he could’ve given his people a blueprint on where all the gold is on the 
planet—but He’s chosen, instead, to call us to be generous.  Why?  It’s because 
where our treasure is where our heart is!  It’s in investing in others that we learn 
to love them—and it’s in investing in God’s work that we learn to know and love 
what He’s up to.   
 
-The truth is that we need to have our hearts transformed. And in a world that 
worships money and stuff, nothing creates a stir like ordinary people giving it away 
as an act of love!   
 

5. So—here’s the question:  If loving others pleases God immensely; and if our love 
gets expressed through our generosity, and if giving—is way, WAY more blessed 
than getting—why is it that we are so dialed in on getting more when we have plenty?  
Why is it that, statistically, people who are well off give a way smaller percentage than 
people who have little?   

 
-Well, I know what part of the problem is.  The devil is a liar, and he tells his best lies about 
money—and generosity.  Truth is?  In our world, his lies have won the day—won our hearts.  
His best lie is, “I can’t afford to be generous!”  
 
a. His version of money math goes like this:  Money = happiness.  Has anyone ever 

heard this lie?  Actually it gets shoved down our throats pretty much every single 
hour of every single day?  Does money bring some happiness?   

 
-Of course it does!  But the lie is to follow this equation to it’s logical conclusion:  
More money = More happiness—and Less money = less happiness!  The math 
continues:  Giving my money away = Giving my happiness away.  I can’t be 
generous and happy! 

 
 -Let’s think about this another way:  Does one great steak dinner bring happiness 

and fulfillment?  If you have 3 steak dinners—do you get 3x the happiness?  No, you 
get sick!  believe?   

 
b. There’s another lie that synchs up with this one; it’s when money gets married to 

worry. It’s the scarcity mindset; the fear of not having enough. Here’s the math: 
 
 *Having enough money to pay the bills feels good!  So…money = security. 

More money = more security.  
 

*And that means:  less money = less security.  
 
*That means:  saving, storing, hoarding money = saving storing, hoarding 
security for the future. 
 
*And that means—to not worry about the future I need to save, store, hoard 
ENOUGH money. How much is enough?  More!  Who’s it for?  ME! 
 



-Anyone remember word God traced on the tombstone of a man who lived that way?  
FOOL?  And it makes sense.  What else do you call a guy who meticulously plans 
for this life—and ignores the eternity that lies beyond?    
 

c. See, when it comes to eternity, some people say—maybe some of you< Hey—I’m  
a pretty good person!  First, God doesn’t grade on a curve.  Second, being a good 
person isn’t about not hurting too many people!   

  
-The second problem is that it totally misses the ethic Jesus called us to.  Life is not 
about being better than most—it’s about a life that demonstrates your love for 
God—by loving others as yourself. 
 
-Simple question; given the fact that giving ourselves nice things is a sign that we 
love ourselves—what would it actually cost us to love others AS we love 
ourselves?  My love for God—and His love for me is intended to support the cross 
beam of the cross—which symbolizes Jesus who gave everything for me!   
 
-Jesus’ final parable before the cross clicks in directly with his story about the Good 
Samaritan—seeing need—and doing something: 
 
Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the 
world.  For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a 
drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home.  I was naked, and 
you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and 
you visited me.’   (Matthew 25:34-36 NLT) 
 
-Loving—feeling sad about people who are in need—alone—doesn’t change 
anything.  Only generosity with our time and money changes things!  Does it take 
generosity to feed hungry people?  To give thirsty people a drink?  To give the 
homeless a place to stay?  To clothe them when they’re naked? Visit them when 
they’re sick or in prison?  YES! 
 

6. So, here’s the question I want us to spend some time with in closing.   
If generosity is a key way of loving our neighbors as ourselves—and 
 
*if loving others in that way makes it clear whether or not we love God—and  
 
*if giving and generosity blesses us way more than receiving and stores up treasure in 
heaven—and 
 
*if it generosity ultimately brings God’s Kingdom here,  
 
*if generosity blesses others—and makes us happy—why wouldn’t we PLAN to be 
generous instead of waiting to see what we have left over?  I mean, wouldn’t it make 
sense to fill God’s kingdom instead of creating more landfills for the stuff we buy and get 
bored with?   
 
-I suspect that most people think, “You know, I’d love to be more generous—but I can’t. 
And that brings us back to the question:  HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH?  



That amount grows every year.  It’s not based on how much we have—but on how much we 
spend on ourselves.   
 
a. If I go back to 1979, Lori and I were making $165 a week—and given a home to live 

in.  We spend all of that!  Now I make a lot more than that.  Some of my expences 
are the same; some are different. 

 
Here’s what I’ve noticed; however much I make, there are always reasons why it 
gets gobbled up.  I don’t think I live an extravagant lifestyle, but here’s what I’ve 
noticed: 1979 = $ earned; $ spent.  2019 = $ earned; $spent. How many of you can 
relate to that.  I’ll tell you what this means in for most people: Generosity is based on 
what I have left—that is, leftovers. 

   
We will always take close to 100% of what we earn and use it almost entirely for 
ourselves—either by saving and investing it—or spending it.   
 
-So—how is this different from anyone else in the world?  How is this different 
from Donald Trump—or the Russian Mafia?  In Canada, credit records reveal that 
people are spending 110% of their income!  
  

b. Now, here’s the question that I want to answer well on this side of eternity:  How does 
this fit with what Jesus said about loving others as we love ourselves?   If you want to 
put it up in words, it might look like this: 

 ME…EVERONE ELSE 
 
 -The thing that absolutely sabotages our becoming generous persons is not the 

Canadian economy or our jobs; it’s not our everyday expenses, our kids, or the cost 
of food, Rogers, cars or the ETR.  It’s SELF.  And then all of SELF’s ugly little dash 
buddies: 

 
 Self-centeredness 
  

Self-ishness 
  

Self-preoccupation 
  

Self-preservation 
 
 -I’m not calling anyone here a selfish person.  All I’m asking is, “What do you call 

someone whose money and time centers almost completely around self? And we 
underestimate the power SELF has over our lives.   

 
-Here’s a simple example.  So, I’m working on this message on generosity and twice 
in one night I realized that I quietly took the best portion of the food that I was 
serving up for my family.  Now, I was immediately stricken with shame over my 
blatant self-interest.  But it’s true—and I’m thinking I’m not alone here.   
 

 -And that’s just food. I do it—we do it—with our driving, with credit cards, with 
clothes, with boats, tools, phones, TVs, homes, cars, furniture, cosmetics—pretty 
much everything.  I’m not shaming anyone—I’m highlighting something I think we all 
struggle with. 

 



b. Everyone—at the end of their lives—wants to know that they’ve lived a generous life.  
Right?  So now—today--you have to ask, specifically, “What is it that keeps me 
from the kind of generosity that would have a transforming impact on this 
world; that would be Good News?  Listen to Jesus.  After talking about the rich 
fool—and then about worry and scarcity, he said:  
 
“So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give 
you the Kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will 
store up treasure for you in heaven! …Wherever your treasure is, there the 
desires of your heart will also be. (Luke 12:32, 34 NLT) 
 

-We are afraid!  Fear stops us dead in our tracks almost every time there’s an 
opportunity to give more than leftovers.  Generosity is a nice concept—but you 
have to be practical!  If you give more, then you won’t likely have enough. 
Those bills on your desk won’t pay themselves!  Be generous—but be careful! 
   
-The problem?  We end up being way more careful than generous!   
The score card is:  Self: 10, Others: 0.   
 

7. So, this morning I want to challenge you with Jesus’ words.  Do not be afraid, little flock!  
Know what the marketing experts use to sell you stuff you really don’t need?  FEAR!  
INSECURITY. “Gasp!  Look at you!  Look at your skin, your hair, your clothes, your car, 
you money, your insurance, your breath, your kitchen… how will you ever impress people 
the way you are!  They even make people feel insecure about how much they love their 
cat! What’s the reality quotient in what you’re being told?  Zip!  Zero! Nada!  See, 
generosity begs the question; do you trust the people creating the ads—or the One  
who knows the future?     
 
a. Do you need to think ahead—plan for the future?  You bet—but differently.  One 

month before you step into eternity, will it matter if you chose a Mercedes or a Rolls 
Royce? 

 
Will it make any difference if, in 2019, you drove a 2016 model—or a 2014 model? 
 

Will it make any difference if you wore a Rolex—or a knock-off—or a Timex?   
 

Will it make any difference if you bought your food at No Frills or Whole Foods?   
 

What would make a difference is if you used the money you saved to be generous. 
   

b. Another question.  Will it make any difference on that day if you were generous—and 
genuinely loved your neighbor as yourself—or thought it was a wonderful idea?  
Will it make any difference if the people in those places where you lived, worked and 
played were moved and changed by your kindness and generosity?  

 
c. If you genuinely want generosity to BE you, I have some thoughts. 
 

*The first is to repent.  Don’t take that the wrong way—the word repent is 
metanoia—and it simply means to change the way your think.  And that will 
thinking differently than the world system.  
 
*The second is to expect that, like childbirth, generosity will create some pain—and 
then a lot of joy.  



 
*The third thing is—expect some fear but walk toward it.  If you run from fear, you’ll 
spend your life running and miss what’s best.   
 
*The fourth thing is—give and let it go!  Cut the umbilical cord between you and 
your money and don’t try to control it. 
 
*Fifth—enjoy the blessing of God.  See, it is more blessed, more joy-filled, more 
freeing—to give than to receive.  I don’t regret anything I’ve ever given! 
 

8. Will you start today?  If you want generosity to follow you, you’ll have to stand up to your 
fear.  Chase it down!  Defy it!   See, when you and I believe Jesus, and love God and others 
with what we’ve been blessed with, EVERYONE WINS! 

 
 -Remember, generosity is a conscious choice you make, not an emotion you feel!  

 

 
 


