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1. So, a few weeks ago I’m in the middle of grilling some fine marinated pork loin—when the 

grill shut down--and I didn’t have a spare propane tank. Has anyone else ever had this 
happen?  Of course you have!   

 
 *Has anyone here ever been all set to go with an outdoor construction project—took your 

handy dandy DeWalt drill with its Lithium battery out of it’s case—only to find out that both 
batteries are dead?   

 
*Has anyone here ever been in the middle of an important call or text exchange with your 
cell phone—only to have it run totally out of power—with no place to plug it in?  
  

 -Now, here’s my theory.  I could be wrong, but I don’t think so.  It doesn’t matter how cool 
your car is; without gas, it’s very slow and unimpressive.  It doesn’t matter how magnificent 
you are at playing riffs in your band—if there’s no power in your amp.   

 
a. You can be the best surgeon on the planet—but with no lights and no power—it’s not 

happening!   You can be the best pilot in the best plane on the planet, but with no 
fuel, you’re staying on the ground!  To do pretty much anything significant these 
days—or go anywhere, you need power of some kind. Running out of power—when 
you desperately need it is humiliating, time-consuming, and dangerous.   

 
b. And that explains why Jesus, after he gave his followers a very difficult mission 

—then said, Wait!  Don’t try this without the POWER I’m about to send you!   
As followers of Jesus--that mission is now our mission!  And the same caution 
applies:  “Don’t try this without My Power!  

  
-Question:  Can you have a transforming impact if you’ve never been 
transformed?  Here’s what I know; the One who transforms us is the One who 
calls us and gives us power to have a transforming impact.  
  

d. My challenge is; Will you allow the Holy Spirit to help you make more of a 
difference than you ever DREAMED you could make?  If so—God has a plan  
for you—AND the power to pull it off!   

 
2. Now, I want us all to imagine the original context of the mission Jesus called us to. It’s just 

after his resurrection from the dead—and it’s in Galilee—about 70 miles from Jerusalem.  
The account says that some of his disciples worshipped him—but others were hesitant.   
But Jesus didn’t hesitate! 

  
 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on 

earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all 
the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20 NLT) 



 
a. Now, this is great and inspiring to read 2000 years later with 2 ½ billion people in the 

world who claim to be followers of Jesus--but then?  They had just watched the 
corrupt Temple system in Jerusalem and the political monster—Rome—collaborate.  

  
-One of their own, Judas, had turned Jesus in and then he beaten half to death and 
nailed to a cross—dead less than 24 hours after their Passover meal. The power of 
God was clear—because He was risen from the dead. And now, standing in front of 
them, he says, “All authority in Heaven and on earth has been given to me now!  
So, do for the world what I have done for you! Go ahead—get started!  I’m with you 
to the end!”   
 
-Now, how many of you, honestly, would’ve been just a little overwhelmed!  Maybe 
scared.  Maybe thinking, “You mean, Jesus, you want me to march head first into the 
machine that just murdered You?  Hmmm!   
 

b. But, fortunately, Jesus didn’t just disappear and leave them on their own.  Luke tells 
us what happened next:  

  
 During the forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles 

from time to time, and he proved to them in many ways that he was actually 
alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God. Once when he was 
eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the 
Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before.   

John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. …You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. 
And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”   
(Acts 1:3-5, 8 NLT) 

 
 - After calling his disciples to expand His mission to the world, Jesus spent another 

40 days with them. He carefully walked them through the prophecies about Himself 
and his mission—which had just been handed to them.   

 
c. What I want you to notice are Jesus’ instructions: Don’t try this on your own! Wait 

for power! Now, they had seen Jesus’ awesome power up close—when he calmed 
the sea, raised the dead, made blind people see—and walked out of the grave.  

   
-Now, think about it; Jesus had told them the night before He died, “I’m going to send 
my Spirit—and you will do even greater things than I’ve done!”  I’d have thought, 
“Greater things?  You’ve got to be kidding!”  That didn’t seem possible. 
 

 -But Jesus words in this Acts 1 passage put the puzzle together 
.   

*The Father had begun the mission by choosing Abraham and creating the nation of 
Israel;  
 
*The Son had become a man to pay for the mission; *Now the Spirit would sneak 
His power into ordinary people like us to complete the mission.  One Spirit, limitless 
power—transforming and unifying billions of people!  Yes…THAT COULD WORK! 
 



3. The operative word in all of this was not WORK though; it was WAIT!  On that day—now 
called Pentecost—about 120 of Jesus’ followers were simply waiting and praying in an 
upper room.  And that day would start something that, over the next 2000 years, would 
change everything—music, art, politics, law, human rights, education—nothing would be 
left untouched!   

 
-Jesus—God the Son—had driven a stake, shaped like a cross, through history.  It was 
simply called, Good News!  The power source was off the grids; it was the immense, 
universe-creating, unstoppable power of the Holy Spirit. With the word for Spirit being 
pneuma—breath, wind, it’s not surprising that His coming sounded like a windstorm.   
Then all of them began proclaiming the glory of God and what He was up to.  
  
a. Jesus had said they would be witnesses to all nations.  Guess what happened!?   

The initial gift was to speak in the languages of the nations—undoing the confusion 
of Babel.  Then Peter, in the very arena where he had denied even knowing Jesus, 
preached courageously to 1000s about Jesus true identity—that they had rejected 
and crucified God’s Messiah!  

  
-And they responded; 3000 people gave themselves to Jesus that day!  See, the 
Spirit works both sides; He gives the message of Jesus through his people—and 
then works in the hearts of people to respond to it.   

 
b. So, what happened next?  Well, it was the next part of Jesus commission.  They 

gathered people together—I’m guessing in groups of 20 or 30.  3000 people divided 
by 120 followers of Jesus makes sense—small enough to know one another, small 
enough to meet in one another’s homes—and know how to love and care for each 
other.  Let me read what it says: 

  
 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to 

fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to 
prayer. A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed 
many miraculous signs and wonders. And all the believers met together  
in one place and shared everything they had. They sold their property and 
possessions and shared the money with those in need.  
They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s 
Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity—all the while 
praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the 
Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47 NLT) 
 

c. So, just a question:  What does this sound like to you? 
 
 *Does it sound boring?   
 
 *Does it sound sterile and stifling and awkward? 
 
 *Does it sound like a place where people use each other?   
   
 -It sounds to me like a great party—like people are loving on each other, accepting 

each other, and helping each other.  Everyone is loved, no one is excluded.  It says 
that there was a deep sense of awe. In other words, it wasn’t just people saying, 



“This is awesome!” and taking selfies.  It would be like seeing power and grace that 
is astounding.   

 
-I can be in awe almost anywhere.  In January, we went to the Toronto Boat Show—
and I saw this 425 hp Yamaha outboard 
—I was in awe!  But that’s nothing compared to watching a former fisherman heal 
man who had never walked—and raise a woman from the dead.   
 

-See, these people were ordinary people—fishermen, tax collectors, terrorists and 
former prostitutes—who had been transformed and given astounding power!   
 

d. The other thing that was extraordinary was their generosity. Nobody forced them or 
guilted them. It was simply, “How can we help “Hey, I know someone who would love 
to give you a room.”  “Hey, we’re having stew and homemade bread—it ain’t much—
but stay and eat with us!” Love, goodness, joy and generosity leaked from their 
lives!   

 

-And the grace?  Astounding!  People were accepted as they were. There was no 
hierarchy.  Former prostitutes took communion with former customers.  Slaves and 
owners found level ground at the foot of the Jesus cross.  Imagine people giving their 
lives for their enemies; people selling themselves into slavery to get others out of it!   
 

-Imagine people who had scrimped and saved and scrooged all their lives—now 
selling their land and giving their money way—because of a way bigger and way 
greater cause?  Imagine people living with courage; people who keep their promises; 
people whose love and forgiveness extends to everyone!  
  
-How many of you would want to be a part of that?  Apparently a lot did!  This 
community was unstoppable.  And in a hostile super-religious culture the love and 
the power of the Holy Spirit broke through.  Would you like to see that happen 
again—cause IT CAN!  Let me put having a transforming impact into one sentence: 
 

Love is the universal language. Those who don’t know it—or won’t speak it 
—will be left with nothing to say.” Love always comes shaped like a cross—
vertical love to God--supporting horizontal love for one another! 

 

4. So.  What does it mean to have a transforming influence.  
First, let’s be clear that this is not about living a perfect life—or being a person that everyone 
envies—like we see in all the ads, right?  That having a body that everyone envies is 
something work dieting for, working out for, going through hair transplants for, going through 
enhancement surgery for, or paying obnoxious amounts of money on clothes, shoes, 
handbags, or hair therapy or hair-removal for.    
 

-The implication is that if your teeth are white, your skin is smooth, your breath is fresh, your 
body is hot, your clothes are cool and your stuff rocks—people will be delighted to hang 
with you. The other approach is to have an impressive—or well-paying job or an impressive 
resume of places you’ve worked or people you know.  Or to impress people with your 
accomplishments—or your adventures—or your exotic vacations—or your amazing toys! 

 

     -So, does impression management work?  Is it true…or is it a lie?  My analogy?  
It’s like traveling North when your real destination is South. So, let me be clear; having a 
transforming impact on people—and on the world has absolutely nothing to do with the 
stuff the world system promotes 24/7—what everyone sees!   
 



a. It has everything to do with what no one except God sees at the core of your life.  
What is, honestly, the direction of your life?  Is it about you—or is it about God  
and others?   

 

-Now, we do things for ourselves every given day, right?  When I go to Canadian Tire 
or Princess Auto to buy tools, I buy them for me and the project I have going—not so 
much for God and others. When I cook run, or exercise or cook supper—I do it for me 
and my family. I go fishing for me—not for God and others.   
 

 -But my prayer, my plan, my goal is that my life will travel in the direction of my 
love—for God and others.  The things I enjoy along the way are gifts—but if make 
them the plan for my life, then I’ve lost the plot!  Now, does that make sense?   

 

b. Think about it:  Can you name a single arena of life—except for hygiene—where 
putting yourself first works? 

 

 *If you’re a teacher—does it work—longterm—to put yourself first? 
 

 *If you’re a physician or a nurse—and you put yourself first—can that work?   
People start dying! 

  

*If you’re a Mom—does putting yourself first—work?   
  

*Has anyone here ever dated someone who put themselves first—and your 
relationship became about who could love and satisfy them the best?   
Over time—it kills relationships.  And if you marry them…?  How many of you  
are sitting next to them right now?  
 

-Jesus was spot-on accurate; If you make YOU, your needs, your plans, your 
happiness the top priority, the law of diminishing returns kicks in. That is,  
it takes more and more and more and more to satisfy you. Selfish, self-centered,  
self-preoccupied living is a dead end street! Specifically:   
 
If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take  
up your cross daily, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your life, you will 
lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. And what do 
you benefit if you gain the whole world but are yourself lost or destroyed?  
(Luke 9:23-25 NLT)  
 

 -Paul tells us in his letter to the Colossians that everything we see was created 
through Jesus and for Jesus—so I’m guessing that He knows what he’s talking 
about.  Do you think He’s right? 

 
c. So, here’s the deal; Loving God with all of our heart, all of our soul, all of our 

strength and all of our mind defies our instinctive response to life.   
 
And so does Loving our neighbors as ourselves—or Doing for others what  
we want them to do for us.   
 

 I do know this; If you wait until you feel like loving your neighbor as yourself 
—you’ll never do it! The pull toward SELF is just way too strong.  That’s why Paul’s 
first call, in transformation, is that we offer our bodies as living sacrifices to God 



as an act of worship. Our mind is so saturated with the selfishness of our culture 
that it needs to be renewed.  Without transformation?  No transforming impact. 

   
 -Is it accurate to say that the world system we live in is 98% driven toward 

taking care of #1?  I’d say so.  And that’s why Paul goes on to caution us:  
 
 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you 

into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know 
God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. (Romans 12:2 NLT) 

 
d. So, let me just ask you:  Is that what you want?  If you don’t want that—it won’t 

happen—and your chances of leaving a trail of damage instead of goodness and 
love are almost guaranteed.     

 
5. Know why Paul urges us to present our bodies—that is, ALL of us, as a living sacrifice?  

It’s because, first, that’s what the definition of loving God with all your heart, mind, soul and 
strength means.  You can’t love God with a little bit of you—or even 80% of you—and have 
it work.  
  
-The Holy Spirit is the One Who, when He’s working through us, helps us to have a 
transforming, renewing, life-giving effect on others.  A great example of that power is God 
choosing one of the meanest, most hateful vindictive people on the planet, Saul of Tarsus—
transforming him, then calling him to lead his church and write more about love than 
anyone else!  HOW did that happen?  The Holy Spirit. 
   

 -Jesus, God made flesh, is nailed to a cross where He is dies in shame and horrible pain.  
Right there on the cross, His brain begins to decay. By Sunday evening in the heat of the 
tomb, His skin is purple and His internal organs are irretrievably decayed. And then in a 
flash of light and immense power, He comes alive. And He’s not a zombie—He has a body 
that can walk through doors, eat food, appear and disappear. HOW?  The Holy Spirit.  

  
-For the Spirit to empower you to have a transforming impact, he has to have all of you.  
 
a. How many of you remember the pic of the 425 hp Yamaha?  

Pretty impressive, isn’t it?  And for around $64,000 this beauty can be yours!   
It’s a lot of power!  So in it’s polished up state there, mounted to a massive piece of 
plexiglass, how does 1000 lbs of engine help you?   
 

 -Well it can’t—unless you bolt all that power onto the back of a boat, hook up gas—
lots of it, steering and controls, and put it in a lake.  Then can get you somewhere in 
a hurry. 

 
b. You understand, right?   

The Spirit comes into our lives when we choose to follow Jesus.  And He begins to 
change us.  Transform us.  Help us.  Encourage us.  He’s not there to help us do 
tricks to impress Christians. He uses us—we don’t use Him. But the only way that 
will happen is if we invite all of Him into all of us.  He’s a person.  You can’t get 1/3 or 
¾.  We have all of Him!  The question is—Does He have all of us! 

 
 -Spiritual depth and impact is based on devotion—much like marriage.  The only way 

a marriage can work is when both are committed to it.  Like—all in. It’s not like, “Hey, 



having you with me makes me look better!  Or, I’ll be 85% committed—you don’t like 
that?  How about 90%.  How many of you would go for that?  Or, “Hey, why don’t you 
come over and meet my needs—I’m feeling a little lonely!?”  

 
c. Let’s get specific about why the Spirit lives in us.  Is it to help us do well, feel the 

companionship, love and forgiveness of God?  Of course!  But His Presence is 
way, way more than that.  He is at work in all the world, every person, every 
situation, every business, 24/7, 365 days a year—and the plan is to bring all things 
under the grace, healing, and kindness of the Kingdom.   

 
 -So He lives in me and He lives in you—and He’s at work drawing me to you—and 

drawing me into situations where He’s already at work so He can love people and 
draw them to Himself.  Is it possible for Him to do that if I’m totally in it for me?   
Not likely! 
 
-See, that’s why Paul, in his famous passage on love, says that we can do 
phenomenal things—but if it’s not about loving others, it’s nothing!  It’s noise!   
It’s like a cheap, plastic statue with my name on it!   
 

6. So.  We all have three amazing gifts that come from following Jesus.   
 

*The Spirit of God—with all His power, life, love and joy. 
 
*We have time--time to grow, time to change, to engage—and time to try again when  
we get it wrong.   
 
*Third—we have opportunities.   

 -Your opportunities come in the form of people—and their needs!  People of all textures, 
sizes, ages and ethnicities.   Men, women, relatives, friends, cashiers, managers, bosses, 
employees, parents, grand-parents, children—currents—and exes.  
 

 -So the Spirit of Jesus is in you—and He is also working in every person you encounter—
and sometimes He brings you together. The secret ingredient in every opportunity is…love.  
Not a feeling—but a choice we make. The Holy Spirit grows in you and me 
supernaturally. 
 
a. Now, let me warn you—what comes naturally as the by-product of self and 

selfishness is toxic. Listen:   
 
 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: 

sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, 
quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, 
envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these.  
(Galatians 5:19-21 NLT) 
 

 -Paul goes on to say that this kind of stuff doesn’t just distance you from the Spirit, it 
distances you from others—and from how He wants to use your life in His Kingdom.  
The alternative is way better!  Fruit! 

 



 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
(Galatians 5:21-22 NLT) 

 
b. Here’s what I want you to imagine, if you would. Imagine a bucket filled with all of 

these qualities—a kind of fruit juice--right to the brim. Imagine, also, that the bucket 
is full of holes. Now, imagine that you’re that bucket—a holey bucket.  This bucket 
isn’t made to carry this safely through life—and to the other side.  It’s intended to 
slosh over the sides—and leak through the holes every where you go!  See—that’s 
what holiness is! 

 
 -Eugene Peterson describes it like this:  

 Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and 
walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what 
God does for you is the best thing you can do for him.  (Romans 12:1 MSG) 

 

 -When you do that, this fruit is what He grows: 
 

 *Love is the opposite of apathy. We choose to notice and we choose to care!  
  
 *Joy is trading in your fear; that everything is going to be fine cause the Maker of all 

holds your life!  
 

 *Peace is bringing your fear and anxiety to God—and trading in our grudges and our 
need to be right.   

 
 *Patience is trading in our need to hurry; to be first; to get people moving and live 

with margin around the edges of our lives.   
 

 *Kindness is trading in our selfishness and need to control everything—for eyes that 
see the pain and needs of others.  We trade scarcity for generosity and rudeness for 
thoughtfulness.  It’s a generosity that realizes, “God keeps filling the bucket—all I 
have to do is…LEAK!”  

    
 *Goodness means we trade in our tendency to compromise--use others—to take—

and choose, with the Spirit’s help—to have a heart that is free of ulterior motives and 
selfishness. 

 

 *Faithfulness means we trade in our fickle ways; our tendency to shop for the best 
deal for me—and keep the promises we’ve made to God, to others and to 
ourselves. 

 

 *Gentleness.  We trade in our self-righteousness, our pride, our instinct to judge 
others—and be right! With God’s help we trade in our instinct to assume the worst—
and choose to believe the best.   

 

 *Self-control means we trade in our instinct to react with our words or our actions—
and engage the Spirit’s power to say NO when we really need to say NO—and YES 
when we really need to say YES. 

  
c. Does it makes sense to you that 600 people meeting in a former strip club in 

Markham, who leave and leak this stuff all over their world would make a 
significant difference?  When the Spirit of God is unleashed in us, His plan is to 
splash the kindness of Jesus all over our world.   



 

 -Just so you know—we can’t fake it!  If you have a bottle of pop—and you drill a 
hole in it—what comes out? Pop. If you have a bottle of spring water, and you drill a 
hole in it—what comes out? Water. If you have a jug of toilet bowl cleaner and you 
poke a hole in it—what comes out?  

 

 -What’s inside comes out. The Holy Spirit’s power ultimately makes all things new.  
He replaces the old with the new; the corrupt with the wholesome!  And I’m tellin’ 
you—what He can do over time—with some cooperation—is amazing!   

 

7. Here’s what I know.  The Holy Spirit’s capability to turn us into loving, difference-making, 
gracious, eternity changing, impact-makers is awesomely powerful!   

 
*He transformed a man like Mitsuo Fuchida, who led the attack on Pearl Harbor; he now 
uses his love for Jesus as a witness to the Japanese people 
 

*He changed a man like Saul—hater of Jesus—to Paul’ 
 

*He turned a lying, corrupt member of Nixon’s inner circle, Chuck Colson, 
nostril deep in Watergate into the founder Prison Fellowship 
 
-If He can do that, then he is can transform our selfish, narcissistic hearts into generous 
hearts.  He can fill us with good things like love, joy, peace, patience, and kindness.    
He can saturate us with goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control—and cause us 
to leak good stuff through the holes people poke in us!   
 

a. We’ve been given three gifts:   
 

1) The immense power of the HOLY SPIRIT—limitless, changeless—absolutely 
good!  
 
2) OPPORTUNITIES—who walk by us, wait on us, drive by us, call us or text us. 
  
3) TIME—God’s gift to everyone of us!  Every year, every day, every hour, and every 
minute is a gift from Him—to us—and to our world. 
 

 -One reminder.  The Spirit is unlimited—as are the opportunities. But time is limited.  
  
b. One story—and we’re done. As you know, my Dad was a pastor—and he had all 

kinds of people call on him for help.  There was one elderly couple, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ganoe, that he visited a lot.  Mr. Ganoe was bedridden and couldn’t go anywhere.  
Well, one day he died—and my Dad did his funeral.  

 
 -About a year later his wife, Stella Ganoe, came up to my Dad, all flushed and 

excited. She had apparently reconnected with her childhood sweetheart, Mr. Fisher.  
She said, “Oh Pastor Davis, we’ve been dating for only a few months, and Mr. Fisher 
asked me to marry him!  Do you think we ought to wait?” My Dad said, “Well, Stella, 
he’s 90 and you’re 85, I wouldn’t wait too long!” 

 
 -Life goes by quickly, in case you haven’t noticed!  Opportunities to leak the 

Kindness of Jesus come—and then God.  But we enjoy for all of eternity what  
the fruit of the Spirit does here. I wouldn’t wait too long to get started!   

 


