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1. When I was a kid, I was on my way to school one day and saw a pool of blood on the curb.  

It shocked me!  I later found out that a boy had been hit by a car there—which figures, 
because blood makes a statement; Something BAD happened here!  The sight of blood 
shocks us.  Repulses us.   

  

-When CSI teams are called to home of a missing person where a lot of blood has been 
shed, they never assume that they went on a vacation—or to the store to buy band-aids.   
 

a. Now, I know that some of you likely feel sickened by me even talking about this stuff.  
Don’t worry—I’m not going to stay here.  But as we come to the cross today 
—which is what Good Friday is all about—you need to know that to actually visit the 
site would’ve overwhelmed your senses—the smells of blood and excrement, the 
sounds of people dying—and the sight of Jesus, in particular, being tortured.    

 

b. But this morning I want to take you there—not to gross you out with a graphic 
description—to make you feel bad or to overwhelm you—but for a good reason.  
See, it’s because of the cross that you can be forgiven and set free forever—if you 
want it.  And that’s the question; Do you want to be forgiven?  Do you want to be 
free? This was the price tag.  And the only other alternative we’ve been left with is  
to pay for it ourselves.   

 

2. Now, you hear a lot of crazy things these days about that scene.  Some say Jesus didn’t 
actually die—mainly because the thought that He rose from the dead seems crazy.   
Please understand, when Roman soldiers scourged someone and nailed them to a cross 
—they made sure they were dead.  For a crucifixion team to let someone live meant they 
would die.   
 

 -Now, if a modern CSI team was there at the cross—they would’ve traced the DNA 
evidence back to the garden known as Gethsemane or The Olive Press where in the 
middle of the night, a mob sent by the religious professions, led by Judas, nabbed him  
as he was praying.  The trail led from there to the home of the Chief Priest where Jesus  
was put on trial by people who had already decided he should be executed—and from 
there to Pontius Pilate—the Roman governor.     

 
-It was a classic lynch mob scene—where the crowd was easily swayed to demand his 
execution.  And that’s where the blood trail and humiliation started.  Jesus was scourged 
—beaten half to death—and then turned over to the soldiers for them to torture.  
  
-Again, these guys were experts—and in a sick way enjoyed it.  They hit him with sticks, 
slapped him around—and jammed a crown made from these long thorns on his head.   
The blood trail then led to place where Pilate sentenced him to crucifixion—and from their  
to Golgotha where he would die.   
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-The site of Jesus’ execution was soaked in blood—from where they drove the nails through 
his hands and feet into the wood of the cross, and from where the blood dripped from the 
cross into the dirt.  Jesus hung there naked—in physical and spiritual pain—and then died.  
    
-And that friends, was the darkest day this planet has seen.  See, He was our last hope.  
God, in an act of kindness and reconciliation sends His Son to love us, heal us, set us 
free—and show us what He’s really like—and we torture Him to death!  What’s darker  
than that?  
 
a. Now, it may seem to you like I’m exaggerating.  There have been a lot of days that 

have shaken us to our core, right?  Like when soldiers from Canada, Britain and the 
US saw what had really taken place in the Nazi extermination camps, right? 
 
*Or when the US unleashed nuclear war—and everyone was scared of what the 
future might be when one bomb could evaporate a city? 
 
*Or when hijacked passenger planes slammed into the twin towers in NYC—and we 
wondered, “Is it safe to even walk downtown or go to work?”  
 

b. But the day Jesus was executed, the horror went way, way beyond the conspiracy, 
the humiliation and the mess.This was about some of the best living people in the 
world—people who knew God--rejecting and executing His Son, His King--someone 
who had come to make all things right in us—and in the world. 

 
 -He’s come in humility and weakness on a peace mission—blood flowing through 

Him as it does us—vulnerable to all the things we’re vulnerable to.  And He came  
to give what everyone wants most; SHALOM—things as they ought to be.   
 
-How many of you have experienced dysfunction—things as they shouldn’t be 
—some place in your life?  We hate it, but we carry it on in bizarre ways.  And we 
don’t know how or where to end it.  We can’t even begin to clean up the mess we’ve 
made ourselves.  
 
-We want freedom, we want peace, but we just don’t know how to find it and live 
free. He came to change all that—and the awful, bloody scene at that cross made  
it clear that we had done the unthinkable.  WE murdered the only One who knew 
how to pull it off!  
 

c. Here’s what I’m trying to say; the cross Jesus was executed on wasn’t just an ugly, 
gruesome place that stunk of blood and death; it honestly represented all the pent-up 
rage and injustice and hatred of humanity.   

  
-Just like the Holocaust, these weren’t the actions of uneducated savages; this was 
done by well-educated religious savages who had the best legal system and the 
clearest understand of God on the planet!    

  
-God who had made himself vulnerable to being killed…was killed. Now, we know 
what ultimately happened—It’s Friday—but Sunday’s comin’! Right? But I need to 
connect this awful scene with freedom and the best news ever, okay? 
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3. I think a lot of people in our culture would ask, “Why do you guys talk so much about 
blood?” The truth is that except for the medical profession and EMTs, most of us never 
come into contact with blood.  The focus on it comes from the most significant day in the 
history of Israel; Passover. 

 
-Abraham’s descendants had been taken as slaves in the nation of Egypt—and it was 
through their sweat and blood and suffering that the Pharaoh’s were building their tombs.  
After 9 specific warnings to the nation, God told Pharaoh that to refuse to listen one more 
time would cost him and everyone else in the nation their firstborn child.  He wouldn’t listen.  
  

 -God’s message through Moses to the people was that the only way to spare their children 
was to kill a lamb and smear its blood around their doors.  Instead of them dying—a lamb 
was substituted.  The angel of death passed over them instead of going through their 
homes. Pass-Over. And that was the day that God intervened, freed them from slavery, 
created a nation—and called them to bless the other nations.   
 

a. And now, April, 30 A.D., 1500 years later—it’s Passover again.  On the night before 
his death, Jesus celebrated the Passover Meal with his disciples.  And it’s at this 
meal that Jesus does what, in that culture, would have been unthinkable.  
Let me read it: 

 
 He took some bread and gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it in pieces 

and gave it to the disciples, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” After supper he took another cup of wine and 
said, “This cup is the new covenant between God and his people—an 
agreement confirmed with my blood, which is poured out as a sacrifice for you. 
(Luke 22:19-20 NLT) 

 

 -That would like me standing up at Christmas and saying, “From now on, we’re  
going to substitute my birthday for Jesus’ birthday.  We’ll call it Kenmas!” MERRY 
KENMAS!  You’d either be gone—or call York Region Police: “Come quick!  
Our pastor has lost it!”   

 

b. To understand what’s happening here, you need to grasp that Jesus was replacing 
the Temple with himself—and replacing Passover, the most significant celebration of 
His people, the Israelites—with a new celebration of a new covenant—a new 
agreement—in… His blood. Jesus, Yeshua…Joshua—was leading people 
—anyone who would follow Him—out of slavery. 
 

c. Jesus ties everything together.  He’s Immanuel—God with us!  He’s the Anointed 
King from the line of David who will come and set things right.  Moses set people free 
from Egypt.  Jesus will set people free from their sin.    

 

 -And suddenly, it all becomes clear.  When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he shouted, 
“Look, the LAMB OF GOD who takes away the sin of the world!”  You get it, 
right?  It’s Jesus’ blood, smeared on the two beams of the cross—that protects 
those who believe from death.  
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d. Lots of people in our world say, “Why do people have to believe in Jesus?  That 
doesn’t seem fair!”  We miss the point.  It’s a little like saying, “Why would a doctor 
condemn a person to die from an infection because they won’t take antibiotics?”   
It’s not the doctors who bring death; it’s the natural result of a person refusing the 
only thing that will stop the infection.   

 

4. Jesus’ followers talk about His blood—not to gross people out, but because His blood was 
the evidence that day that God had become a man—and died, just like every person did in 
that world who got nailed to a cross.  It was an awful, bloody, agonizing death—in my place 
and yours.  

 

-Jesus’ blood wasn’t magical in and of itself.  That’s the point—it wasn’t magical or 
celestial.  The power is in his death and resurrection, not the actual physical drops of blood 
with red corpuscles, hemoglobin, and DNA. 
 

-Something else; Talking about the blood of Jesus isn't some magic password that puts a 
protective bubble around us.  And the cross of Jesus isn’t a kind of magic wand that when 
you wave it over things or hold it in front of demons and they cower in fear.  That’s just 
superstition.  The cross—and the blood of Jesus simply represents the fact that the curse of 
death has been reversed on this planet—and now we can have life!   
 
-The cross is the intersection where God came down in love as Jesus—and met us with all 
of our sin and failure—and then died at that intersection.  That’s why Jesus’ last word on the 
cross was tetelestai—PAID IN FULL!  FINISHED! Now, let me mention a few things that 
Jesus' blood was evidence of. 
 

a. First of all, it was the evidence that God had actually become a human being, blood 
and all.  Colossians makes it clear that Jesus was not only the Creator of all—He 
holds all things together. And he went from that to a broken human being—like 
us—with blood leaking out of all the holes we put in Him.  Do you understand why, 
what we call Good Friday was potentially the darkest day in history?  

   
b. Second, Jesus' blood is the evidence that all of our sin really has been paid for.  

Jesus was the Passover Lamb. He lived the life I should’ve lived and died the 
death I should’ve died. A religions professional, Paul, who would’ve voted for Jesus 
death said later:  
 
When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for 
us sinners. …God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us 
while we were still sinners. And since we have been made right in God’s sight 
by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation.  
For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while 
we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 
(Romans 5:6,8-10 NLT)  
 
-The comment a lot of people in our culture would make is, "Why does anyone have 
to die?”  It’s because God had said from the beginning that sin brings death.  And the 
only way for Him to reverse that sentence and set us free—was to pay the price and 
give us freedom and life as a gift.  
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-What I would say is, “Why would you want to argue about it—instead of just 
receiving this gift as an act of extreme love.  For God so loved the world that  
He gave His one and only Son…! 
 
-See, God doesn't mess around with justice and honesty and truth like we do.  He 
doesn't have a team of celestial lawyers looking for loopholes and forensic experts 
testing DNA samples.  He knows what we've done.   
 
-My excuses for the wrong stuff I’ve done means nothing!  Know why?  Cause He 
was there when I sinned!  He knows my motives—He knows the damage my sin 
has caused—and that it deserves death. And the blood of Jesus is evidence that the 
price has been paid!  And my list of sins was hanging on that cross.     
 
-See, I’d like to think that I’m a pretty good person—but the cross is evidence that 
God doesn’t grade on a curve.  The list—the cumulative effect of what I’ve done 
and the hurt I’ve cause needs to be paid for.   
 
You have a list, too.  We don’t need behavioral therapy—we need to be forgiven and 
set free!  One of the early witnesses to the cross wrote:    
 
…Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness. (Hebrews 9:22 NLT) 
 

c. And that forgiveness is permanent.  You know how the human body works, right?  
The blood runs through the body and continually washes it, removes impurities and 
sends in antibodies to care for the invasion of germs.  John applies that to permanent 
effects of Jesus’ death.   
 
But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship 
with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 
(1 John 1:7 NLT)  
 
-The cross of Jesus Christ serves as the reminder that because we are the adopted 
sons and daughters of God, when we sin and fail, we are cleansed rather than 
thrown out of the family.  

  
5. And finally, the blood of Jesus—shed that day, Passover, April, 30 AD, is evidence of 

another very important fact:  that that Satan's kingdom of darkness, death, oppression, 
shame, imprisonment and sadness has been dealt the final blow.  Listen to these words: 
 
God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He canceled the record  
of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. In this way, he 
disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory 
over them on the cross. (Colossians 2:13-15 NLT) 
 
-The reason people just stood there and gawked at Jesus while he died is because all they 
saw was the bloody end to a man who claimed to be the Son of God.  Satan evidently 
thought he had Him; that he won! The blood of Jesus that ran down his body and dripped 
off the cross was—and is the Jesus’ victory—and Satan’s final judgment.    
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a. Sometimes followers of Jesus will appeal to the blood of Jesus when they’re dealing 
with the powers of darkness.  This isn’t some magic fix for demonic activity; it’s 
simply an appeal to the CSI evidence of Jesus’ death and the core evidence of the 
final defeat of Satan, evil and death.  And Satan, a very powerful being is humiliated 
when little puny people like me and you demand—based on Jesus’ death--that he 
leave us alone!   

 
b. Why?  Well, listen to this: 
  

I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for 
us who believe him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the 
dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly 
realms.  (Ephesians 1:20-21 NLT) 
 

 -Remember what happened at the first Passover?  The next day—the power of 
Pharaoh—and his enslavement of the Israelite nation was crushed!  They were 
free—and he was not in control of their lives!   

 
c. Here’s what I know.  Satan is a liar and one of his main games is intimidation.   

We get tangled up in stuff that enslaves us. We’ve talked about this stuff.  Sex is 
addictive.  Drugs and painkillers are addictive.  Porn is addictive—as is alcohol, 
gambling, work, shopping, iPhones, social media—anything that gives you a hit,    
a jolt of pleasure.  And fear, selfishness and insecurity is addictive too. 
 

 -We don’t even feel the hook go in past the barb—until we try to get free.  Then we 
hear the chains rattle—and feel the pool.  The accusing voice says, “Boy are you 
stupid!  I’ve got you now!  You’ll die in this prison!” 

 
 -But the Son says, “I disagree!  Not MY kid!  I’ve paid for His freedom—and you 

need to leave!”  If the Son sets you free—you’ll be free! 
 

6. Years ago, I stood at the back of my Dad’s church near Pittsburgh and talked with a 
missionary who had just returned from Brazil.  He told me a story that has creeped me out 
ever since.  He was living in the Amazon at one of the remote stations his organization runs. 

 
-He was out in the yard moving some cement blocks and was struck by a Bushmaster 
—a very large poisonous snake that can grow to a length of 12 feet and can strike so hard 
they’ll break a person’s leg. He told me that he actually had to wait for this thing to 
disentangle it’s fangs from his leg.  He barely reached the house before he lapsed into 
unconsciousness. 
 
a. He was eventually transported to a primitive hospital, where they just let him lay  

on a bed--not expecting that he would live.    
He survived, but the venom deteriorated the flesh of his leg and affected his entire 
body—causing major organ failure. And the emotional scars went just as deep.   
 
When I talked to him two years later, he was still waking up in the middle of the night 
with horrible nightmares 
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b After his horrible ordeal, the physicians who helped him said that in the Amazon 
region of South America, his blood would be extremely valuable.  See, very few 
people have survived a bite from a Bushmaster and a transfusion could save 
someone’s life.  

 
 -That story has always reminded me of Someone else, struck with the venom of a 

much larger, much deadlier serpent, Satan.  Jesus is the only One to have survived 
death—and His blood is the evidence of our freedom.  And this time His blood 
poisoned the old snake!  It doesn’t matter what holds you back, or has you chained 
up—or shamed and broken.  What Jesus did is more powerful!   

 
c. There’s only one condition.  You have to come to Him.  Do you want to be free?  If 

so—He’s the One to do that.  Whatever you’ve brought to the cross—He will take it—
and He will set you free!  

  
-There is no sin too awful, and no single person who has committed too many of 
them, to be made completely clean in God's sight--just like they'd never sinned.  
Jesus' blood is that powerful!  This morning, it is this astounding and remarkable 
truth that we remember with the bread—Jesus’ body—broken for you—and with the 
cup—Jesus’ blood—poured out for you!   
 
-Jesus’ final words, PAID IN FULL make the cross, the cash register for the sin of 
the world.  His blood was the receipt.    
 


