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1.  Once upon a time in a far away land called Texas there were two wicked brothers who ran 

the town they lived in.  They cheated in business, cheated on their wives, cheated on their 
taxes—and bribed, bullied, and stole their way to the top of the foodchain.   

 
-Well, one of them finally died—so the surviving brother went to a local pastor and said,     
“I want you to do my brother’s funeral and tell people that he was a saint!  Before the 
minister could say No, he said, “If you will, I’ll donate a million dollars to your building fund!”  
The pastor said, “I’ll pray about it!”   
 
-So at the funeral, the minister got up and said, “The man lying in this casket here in front   
of me was a bully, a liar, an adulterer and a thief…but compared to his brother—he was         
a saint!”    
 
-Obituaries rarely tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, do they?  What do 
you want people to say at your funeral?  We want people to say, “He was a really good 
person—kind; generous; truthful and left a trail of changed lives behind him!” 
   
-What we actually pursue is the good life as our culture defines it.  And the stuff our culture 
says really matters doesn’t make for a good obituary:  “She had a really fine figure, 
brilliantly white teeth, smooth skin and a full head of long silky hair—she was hot!”           
Or, “He made a pile of money, drove fast cars and dated fast women.” Or, “He made 
thousands of dollars in his spare time at home. 
 
And he was able to buy new cars, high end appliances, the latest in electronic gadgets, and 
the very best stuff money could buy.  But wait, there’s more!  This amazing funeral with 
all it’s limos and lies has been fully paid for in advance!”   
 
a. Most of us wouldn’t want to be written up like that at the end of our lives; our 

problem—from what I see—is that what we say we believe about Jesus and the 
Good News He brought doesn’t what we spend our lives pursuing.  We would say  
we believe that Jesus’ Gospel or Good News is true—but believe the gospel of our 
culture—that promises us great looks, great money, great sex, great food, great 
vacations, and great parties. Stuff we wouldn’t want in our obituaries. 

 
-Why?  Well, one of the problems is that this gospel of the good life—a false 
gospel—a cult—is preached at us non-stop, 24/7—365 days a year—is false.      
Our quandary is that we want to be thought of as a good person—but we’re afraid to 
miss out on the good life. 
      

b. So, I just need to ask you:  Which gospel do you REALLY believe?  I mean, is the 
Gospel of Jesus—the Good News of what He’s doing in you and in the world pretty 
much about getting you into Heaven when you die?  Let me get more invasive; is the 
Good News of Jesus about how you live—or about how you die?     



 2 

2. Here’s the deal; we act on what we really believe.  If an HVAC expert comes to your 
home and tells you that your furnace has a CO2 leak; if it’s not fixed, you and your family 
could go to sleep one night—and not wake up in the morning.  You say, “I’m so glad you 
told me!” but do nothing. 

 
Do you really believe what he said?” Or if your cardiologist tells you that you’re one jelly 
donut away from the grim reaper, and you thank her profusely—and then go to Wendy’s 
and put down a massive Baconator sandwich and a large fries loaded with cheese and 
bacon—do you really believe her—or are you just being polite?   
 
a. Now, here’s what I’m trying to pry into.  Everyone’s different.  Hugely different.  

Massively different!  But everyone believes something!  And what they really 
believe is sometimes way, way different than what they say they believe.   

 
-Many of us here would call ourselves believers—which is what Luke, in the book of 
Acts, calls those who follow Jesus and call Him Lord.  
 

b. If Jesus really was Who He claimed to be—the Son of God—the One through whom 
everything was made—the One who will bring history to a close and then judge the 
earth, then He is both powerful and brilliant--the smartest person who ever lived.  
And if He’s who He claimed to be, then He’s right about everything!  

  
 -Now I fail to sometimes live what I say I believe.  So do you—and I can prove it.  

How many of you believe that eating the right stuff and getting regular cardio-
vascular exercise is smart?  How many of you actually do that—every week?  

  
-So, we all struggle on that account, I think.  But to say that the Gospel of Jesus is 
true and right and smart—and then live your life based on the gospel of the GTA 
doesn’t make sense.  And yet some of the latest stats on believers say that’s what 
we do.  
  
-Some of the latest research says that when it comes to how believers like us handle 
our sexuality, our money, our work, our relational world, our marriages, our tempers 
and our mouths is not measurably different than those who don’t believe.  
 

c. Now, that’s not meant as a shaming—cause I know that we’re different than most 
believers, right?  RIGHT?  Here’s what I know.  Truth can only change us when we 
really believe that it’s true.  Let me say that in a different way; the TRANSFORMERS 
in life will be what you and I really believe when the Gospel of Jesus intersects the 
gospel of the GTA.   

 
 3. At the end of His most famous message, the Sermon on the Mount, the biographers tell us 

that Jesus got an enthusiastic response.  Cheering and whistling; people saying, “Preach it, 
Brother!  Man I love it when you do your Turn or Burn thing!”  But Jesus says: 

  
 Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads 

to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow    the road 
that leads to life, and only a few find it.  

 (Matthew 7:13-14 NIV) 
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 -What Jesus is saying here is that the way to real life—the good life will not be obvious.  
Remember the other road—the one we talked about two weeks, just the way MOST 
people think?  That’s the broad way—the default path.  It seems normal.  Safe.  

    
 -Here’s the problem Jesus is identifying; it’s not obvious where a path is taking you unless 

you stay on it for a while. Everyone smoked in the old movies and talk shows. 
   
 In fact, the US military passed out millions of cartons of free cigarettes to soldiers in WW2.  

It was a path—and it seemed normal—until it became clear this path led to heart disease, 
lung cancer, and strokes.  What Jesus is saying here is that the normal path, the broad 
way—the road everyone thinks is right can lead you into danger—and personal tragedy.  
That’s the path. Then Jesus talks about the people who promote it: 

  
 Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 

are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes 
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, 
but a bad tree bears bad fruit. (Matthew 7:15-17 NIV) 

 
 -The name, false prophet, immediately brings up religious fakes like Jim Jones or David 

Koresh.  But the broader picture is someone who proclaims something to be true when it is 
not true. And Jesus has a very simple answer to that.  Check their fruit!  Is it good or bad?  

   
 -Let me give you a for example: In our culture, the gospel of the good life is the gospel of 

money.  If you have enough money—more money—you’ll be happy, secure, have fun—you 
can buy pretty much everything you need.  That is sold to us 24/7 with no hesitation.  The 
question no one ever asks is—is it true?   

 
a. What you would find if you look at the stats is that living at or below the poverty line 

creates stress and fear and need.  But when their basic needs are met, more and 
more money doesn’t make people more and more happy and peaceful and satisfied.   

 
 -Actually?  Money tends to move people away from God, away from generosity, and 

away from a deep sense of satisfaction and peace.  Money is like any drug; having 
more doesn’t satisfy you—it makes you want more.  And the thought of losing it 
makes you more fearful and anxious.  

  
 -What we see and hear in the ads for this gospel are people who are paid to be 

beautiful, happy and carefree for ads.  The most miserable people on the planet can 
act happy and carefree if someone pays them to do it, right?  Jesus said, “Don’t 
believe the ads—check the fruit!”  

  
b. Now, please tell me if you think I’m off on this.  Has anyone stumbled upon any 5 

year study that says, “Hey—all the prophets of more are right!  More money 
makes life so much more satisfying—and then helps us become good people 
who leave others feeling loved and valued!”  

  
 -What I’d say is—just look at the GTA—because we have more than 95% of the 

world—and more than people have ever had in the history of the world.  Clean water, 
healthcare, convenience, travel, a huge variety of food—and the ability to be 
connected with the world through our iPhones!  And yet? The stats tell us that 
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anxiety, depression, anger and addiction are at record levels.  Either the gospel is 
wrong—or the stats are wrong, right?  

 
 -Jesus said, “Just look at the lives of the prophets—and if you see good fruit—

they’re telling the truth; if you see bad fruit?  Well then you know!   
 

4. Then Jesus gives us all the reality check; “You need to own the truth about what you really 
believe—if what you claim to believe is different than what you’re building your life on.  

    
 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but              

only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me               
on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive 
out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly,                   
‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’  

 (Matthew 7:21-23 NIV) 
  
 -First, the Kingdom of Heaven Jesus is talking about here is not just going to Heaven 

when you die.  It’s way bigger than that.  The Kingdom is what Jesus lived and gave his 
life for.  The Kingdom is the sphere of God’s rule and activity; how the goodness and 
wholeness of God intersected earth because of the cross. 

   
 -When we believe in Jesus and receive the gift of life He offers, we become sons and 

daughters of the Most High God.  To be a part of His family—and His Kingdom—means that 
He is Lord—worth obeying and following.  Jesus says, “In the heat of the moment, you can 
babble all kinds of things to God to get what you want from Him—but if we’re not doing the 
will of the Father—then it’s just noise cause nothing changes.   

  
a. In 2017, a woman went into a Canadian Tire store in Scarborough and picked out a 

butcher knife and a golf club and tried to attack the store clerks as a follower of ISIS. 
Right now, she’s in court—and has gone public with saying that her only regret is that 
she didn’t hurt or kill someone.  She has enjoyed the “kingdom of Canada” but her 
true kingdom is ISIS. 

 
 -Based on Jesus’ teaching here, the woman could have said, “I’m a Canadian!  I get 

treated free at hospitals, my family watches hockey, drinks coffee from Tim Hortons, 
and eats lunch at Swiss Chalet!”   

  
b. You can say pretty much anything you want to get what you want, but if at the core of 

your life you’re in rebellion against what God is trying to accomplish, then the truth 
will come out in the form of fruit—what you produce.   

 
5. How many of you think that what you truly believe will transform your life, one way or the 

other—or leave you un-transformed? Here’s the question you and I have to ask ourselves:   
 Do I want my life to be transformed, or (to be a little crude) would I be satisfied with a 

facelift, maybe some implants, and some great make-up? Does being a good person 
as Jesus defines it lead to the good life?  Or not?  

 

 -There are a lot of people—Christians—who believe that knowing the right answers to 
Bible trivia will transform their lives.  That is absolutely not true!  Believing what Jesus 
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said doesn’t mean anything if you don’t live what He said.  And that’s what Jesus says in 
this last image of His message:  

   
 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is 

like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it 
had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  
The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house, and it fell with a great crash.” (Matthew 7:24-27 NIV) 

 

a. How many of you are building something with your life—a business, a family, a 
marriage, a career, a reputation?  Does the thought of spending a lot of money, time 
and energy to build something—only to have it get swept away like this interest you?   

  
 We spend a lot of money on insurance and other kinds of protection trying to keep 

what we’ve built safe—but there’s a lot more at stake here than a great home or 
fantastic business or a well-put-together body—the stuff that time eventually steals.  
This is about what makes it through this life and beyond this life. 

  
b. See, Jesus is saying it’s not enough to have cool insights on what He said and get 

an A+ in Bible memory.  Truth has to travel from our ears to our minds—to our 
hearts—and then to our eyes, hands, feet and mouth.   

 

 -It’s when you truly believe what Jesus is saying and live it that bolts your life to 
foundation that can withstand any storm.  If you don’t, when the storms come—and 
they will come—what you’ve spent your life building will get washed out to sea.   
Like this house. 

  
6. So, let me ask the question again—not for my sake—but for your sake; What do you 

believe?  Who do you believe? What is the truth that you have rearranged your life 
around?   

  
 For some people, it’s the sports and activities their kids are in—cause the schedule, the 

money, the meals and whether or not they get any spiritual input—is arranged around 
those activities. If that’s you—your statement is, “This is the most important thing in life 
right now.”  *Jesus talked about the fact that building your life      on the foundation he 
talked about could make life more difficult:  

  
 What blessings await you when people hate you and exclude you and mock you    

and curse you as evil because you follow the Son of Man. (Luke 6:22 NLT) 
 
 -See, that gives some idea what it is that you’re building your life on.  Where are you 

willing to suffer some difficulty and inconvenience—even to the point of being given 
a hard time?  Where do you make your sacrifices—and why? If you say you believe 
deeply in Jesus—and what He has to say about life, but only if it never pushes you, asks 
anything of you or inconveniences you—then I think you need to go back to the question:  
What do I REALLY believe?  
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 -Some of you, right about now, are sick of me talking about this.  Here’s why I’ve kinda 
camped out here.  As I’ve said, our culture—along with its prophets and preachers (called 
marketers) believes a very different Gospel.  I personally think that in 2019 it borders on 
brainwashing.  

  
a. Let me define brainwash for you. To brainwash is to make someone adopt 

radically different beliefs by systematic and, often, forcible pressure.   
 Let me give you another definition: 
 
 1) “Forcible indoctrination to induce someone to give up basic …social or 

religious beliefs and attitudes and to accept contrasting regimented beliefs  
 
b. How many of you are old enough to remember Patty Hearst? She was kidnapped by 

radicals—and was arrested for helping them rob a bank. Elizabeth Smart was 
kidnapped out of her bedroom. Over time she helped her captors evade authorities.  
Why?  Brainwashing.   

 
c. Just for clarification, how many of you think our culture, the world system we live in 

has a different gospel than what Jesus taught?  
  
 *Jesus taught that loving God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength is the most 

important thing we will ever do. 
 
 -Our culture says?  God is irrelevant—let’s ignore Him unless there’s a crisis.   
 *Jesus taught that money, when it gets into our value system, will create worry, 

become a little god, and turn us into fools.     
  
 -Our culture says?  Money is a big deal!  Why, it can give you everything you 

really want!  Money = life! 
 
 *Jesus said that giving brings more blessing to our lives than receiving.   
 -Our culture says, Get what you want first—and if you have leftovers, be 

generous!    
 
 *Jesus said that loving others—treating people the way we would like to be treated is 

the best path.   
  

 -Our culture says, “Show others how important you are by the stuff you buy—
and they’ll all want to be your friends!  

 
 *Jesus said that God looks at the heart—at what’s inside of us, not on how slicked 

up the exterior is.  
  
 -The world system says that appearance—how fit you are—how smooth and 

luxurious your skin, body and hair are will get you the attention you crave! 
 *When it comes to success and achievement, Jesus said, “What if you gain the world 

and lose your soul?  If you want to be a success—serve!”   
 
 -The world system says, “Being perceived by others as important--an 

astounding success--is worth the price tag—even if it kills you! 
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 *Jesus said that sex is to be reserved for—and protected by a lifelong commitment 

between a man and a woman.  Period!  
 
 -The world system says, “Hey—your body is an amusement park, not a temple.  

How you handle sex is none of God’s business!   
 
 *Jesus said that He loves the Church—and that it’s through the Church that he will 

bring the Good News to the world and make things right!   
 
 -The world system says that the church is a joke—filled with losers and 

hypocrites and not worth any of our time and effort.   
 
 *Jesus said that prayer is a vital way of communicating with an all powerful loving 

Being who cares about us. That arena! 
 
 -The world system says prayer, if you do it, is a form of superstition—no one 

really bothers with it anymore. 
 
d. So—let me just ask; Is it a stretch to say that the gospel of our culture contradicts 

Jesus on almost everything He ways?  But that’s not where it ends; as in all 
brainwashing, this gospel is not just preached at us 24/7—it’s reinforced with 
threat.  

 
 -Let me explain; the companion message is that you need to read from the 

teleprompter like everyone else. 
 
 If you refuse, you will be shunned--marginalized, sidelined as intolerant.  

Shunning is a very effective form of punishment.  If you doubt me, talk to Amish 
women and ask them why they stay in an oppressive system that keeps them 
pregnant and uneducated.  7. Now, you may be thinking, “Ken—Why are you 
going into all this stuff?” I’ll tell you why; it’s because I know God wants to 
transform the people who believe. Without that, we cannot be the salt of the earth or 
the light of the world—cause we have no credibility. 

 
 -And yet I’ve watched the value systems of people who would call themselves followers of 

Jesus morph AWAY from Jesus instead of toward Him over the past 20-30 years.  It’s 
almost like we expect that Jesus, instead of judging our culture, will just stay with the 
times—you know, go on social media, watch TV, go to a few parties and update His 
expectations.   

    
 -The root issue is—what do we REALLY believe about Jesus and what He said.      Did 

He actually help create us—does He really love us and want us to be good people   and 
live the good life?  Is He trustworthy?  Believable?  Most of us would say He is.  So, let’s 
just address some of the obstacles to living what we believe—and then we’re done.      
 
a. The first obstacle is that following Jesus toward transformation will make life more 

difficult.  For example; sex is a powerful drive.  A major obstacle to people giving 
their lives to Jesus is that they think He’s a prude.   
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 -What Jesus says about how to the sexual arena of life seems, in the gospel of the 
GTA—unreasonable.  Jesus affirmed what the Bible teaches from cover to cover that 
sex is reserved for a relationship between man and a woman--protected by the 
lifelong commitment of marriage.  That sex outside of that is destructive to 
relationships, causes guilt and brokenness, and leads away from the good life.           
How many of you think that in a hook-up world—that’s going to make life more 
difficult?  Of course it is! 

    
 -Now, can you defy what Jesus says and be forgiven?  Of course!  Can you defy 

what Jesus said about this and have the good life he wants for you?  No.  And you 
can’t ignore Jesus and be transformed—because, see, we’re being transformed into 
His image!  

  
b. Something else makes it difficult to live what we believe.  It’s the pressure of our 

culture to conform.  What you need to understand is that in our world system, it’s 
okay to pretty much believe anything you want—as long as it’s not Christian.  Right 
now we are in an era where it’s illegal and not cool to make fun of or discriminate 
against anyone—except Christians.   

  
 -What you have to understand is that following Jesus and living the good life as He 

described it is not just unpopular in the GTA, it will be a disadvantage—unless, over 
time, people see that it’s authentic and has made you a loving person.  There is 
immense pressure to conform in the news, in our government and in our school 
system.   

 
 -Here’s what I know; the only thing that will change that is people who don’t just 

believe the Good News of Jesus—but have been transformed by Him.  
 -If you follow the gospel of the GTA and allow yourself to get stuffed into the mold 

they create—you will lose in every sense of the word!    
 
c. There’s a third barrier—and it comes from the rebel who lives in our hearts.   You 

could call it the Frank Sinatra phenomena.  I did it my way!  It sounds so noble, 
doesn’t it?  “Hey, other people wanted me to do things, my family wanted me to do 
things, God wanted me to do things—but I did what I wanted to do!  Isn’t that cool? 

 
 -Jesus clearly said that doing life your own way is not deceptively dumb--it is 

spiritually dangerous. See, the question is, again—who do you believe?  
Jesus…or FRANK?   

 
 -Jesus’ teaching is filled with references to His Kingdom—which people sometimes 

apply to going to Heaven when you die. Actually, Jesus was talking about bringing 
Heaven here.  Remember His prayer—Your kingdom come, Your will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven.  

 
 -All kingdoms have kings.  To be part of a kingdom—means that you are under the 

direct leadership of the King.  The question everyone has to ask themselves is, “If 
you don’t want to let Jesus be in charge and do His will here—why would you ever 
want to go to Heaven where His will is done all the time?  Listen to how Jesus 
defines following Him: 
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 If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take 
up your cross daily, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your life, you will 
lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. And what do 
you benefit if you gain the whole world but are yourself lost or destroyed?        
(Luke 9:23-25 NLT) 

 
 -So, let’s just be honest here, okay?  To submit to someone—even Jesus—doesn’t 

always feel good.  It’s only after we do it that we say, “I’m so glad I did!”   
   
d. So, are you a believer?  Are you a follower of Jesus?  Can you be a follower—and 

not actually follow Him?  And if He’s not your king—who is?  You?  Your girlfriend?  
Your bank account?  Your list of cool things you plan to own?  That’s why this 
passage we’re focusing on in Romans says: 

  
 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God 

because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the 
kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.           
(Romans 12:1 NLT) 

 
 -The first step toward actually living what you say you believe—is giving yourself 

fully and completely over to God.  Everything!  Why?  Because HE knows where 
you’re actually headed—and you don’t!  

 
8. Several weeks ago, Barb Gamble’s Dad, Jim McCarthy passed away—and she asked me 

if I would officiate at his funeral. I was so glad to do that!  I’d known Jim for over 20 years—
and had always treasured his warm smile—and his words, Bless you!   

 
 -For some people, those are just the words you say when you want to be spiritual and can’t 

think of anything else to say.  Not Jim—that’s how he lived.  As I began to do the 
research—I found out Jim lived and loved His way through life—from being a Toronto 
police office to his career change in working for Service Master. 

   
a. I heard all kinds of stories—about him loving and leading a man to Jesus that he’d 

just arrested for robbery—to him asking guys who visited his daughters for the keys 
to their cars so he could move them—when his conspiracy was to take their cars out 
and fill their tanks.  Love, friends, is a powerful thing. 

  
b. There are a lot of people in our culture who would agree.  “Yep—love others—and it 

will go well!” and then live as if they’re going to be able to pull a U-Haul behind the 
hearse.  If you want to be a good person and live the good life--there’s a first step 
to that according to Jesus.  

 
 -Love God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength and all your mind.  

Loving and respecting God and putting Him first always comes first.  Putting Him 
first transforms you—and gives you the capacity to love others in ways that change 
their lives.  

 
 -And that’s what distinguishes between people who want to be good persons and 

not just have the good life.  See, most people get trapped in loving themselves—and 
just never get around to doing that for others.   
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c. Let me ask again; What do you REALLY believe—like so much that you live it, or at 

least ask God to give you the power to live it?   
 
 *What do you believe about yourself?  Do you believe that you are created in the 

image of God—and infinitely valuable to Him—with a purpose to your life?   
  
 *What do you really believe about Jesus?  Is Jesus worth respecting, admiring, 

worshipping—and giving yourself to—fully and without reservation?  If not Him—
then Who?   

  
 *What do you believe about what matters and what doesn’t?  About what leads to 

life—and what leads to death? 
 
 *What do you believe about the good life—and is it different from being a good 

person?  Jesus said they were the same. 
 
 -So—here’s my final question; When your life is over—what do you want people to 

say about the impact of YOUR life?  See, every day you and I vote on that with our 
lives.  It boils down to what we really, REALLY believe!  


