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1. In 1912, an Austrian by the name of Franz Reichelt was finally given permission to test his 

invention of an early parachute.  He was so confident that he decided to try it himself.  
From the Eiffel Tower. 

 
-As he looks down from his stand--150 feet above the ground--you can see his hesitance--
his doubts!  I get it!  He stretches out his arms--demonstrating the wings in his bird 
costume.  Then he jumps straight to his death.  A little bit of doubt would’ve had him use a 
dummy for the first test flight.   
 
-Doubt is a good thing--an act of discernment!  A little doubt before you get married?  
Good!  A little doubt before you sign on for 82 weeks of payments on a magnificent truck?  
Good!  A little doubt before you hand over a bunch of money to an investment counsellor 
who smiles too much?  Good!   
 
a. It’s doubt that helps you be honest, figure out what’s real and true--and what’s not!  

Doubt is a little like antibodies in the blood stream.  But, for doubt to do its work 
properly—you need to think carefully and not just doubt your beliefs--but doubt your 
doubts, too! 
 
-When it comes to the faith arena--the arena that includes Jesus, the afterlife, 
miracles, and the Bible--I think people have a lot of doubts--and we need to bring 
them into the open and talk about them.  How many of you would agree?   
I mean, there’s a lot at stake!   So I want to talk about the evidence for doubt--and--
and some reasons to doubt the doubts. 
 
Let me just lay some of the doubts right out there: 
*Isn’t the Bible full of mistakes? 
*How can a good God allow suffering? 
*Hasn’t science made God irrelevant? 
*Isn’t the church full of hypocrites?  
*How can a loving God send people to hell? 
*Is the Jesus of the Bible even real?  
*How can Jesus be the only way to God? 
*Wasn’t the Jesus of Christmas Created by the Church? 
 
These represent some of the doubts people have about faith in God, the Bible and 
what Jesus taught. 
   

b. People have always had doubts, but the terrorist attacks on 9-11—motivated by 
religious beliefs--created this gloves off hostility against religion in particular--and 
God in general to a new level.  It’s called the New Atheism.  Eg. Breaking the Spell 
by Daniel Dennett; The End of Faith by Sam Harris; God is Not Great: How 
Religion Poisons Everything by Christopher Hitchens—and, of course, The God 
Delusion by Richard Dawkins. 
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    -My guess is that if you have doubts--and most of us do--there are reasons for it.           
At The Olive Branch, we don’t want anyone to check their brain at the door.                    
My intent in this talk and the ones to come is to help you doubt well and, hopefully, 
get some traction for moving forward.  The capacity to doubt--to spot half-truths and 
inconsistencies--is a gift from God.  Without it, we’d fall for every conspiracy theory 
and huckster that comes down the line.  
 
-Doubt is not a bad thing!  But neither is faith. See, we all have faith in something.  
It’s possible for people to have blind faith in their doubts.  We need to doubt our 
doubts!   
 

2. To just be blunt, one of the key areas of doubt for people is the accuracy of what the Bible 
has to say--a problem because that is a primary source of information about God and all 
spiritual reality.  So--is it reliable?  If so--how do we know?    

 -Sam Harris, one of the new atheists, criticizes people of faith for blindly believing the 
Bible. He says,  

 
Tell a devout Christian that his wife is cheating on him, or that frozen yogurt can make a 
man invisible, and he is as likely to require as much evidence as anyone else. …Tell him 
that the book he keeps by his bedside was written by an invisible deity who will punish him 
with fire for eternity if he fails to accept every incredible claim about the universe and he 
seems to require no evidence whatsoever.  
(Harris, End of Faith, p.19) 
 

 -Now, is this true?  Not from what I see.  Most people I know don’t blindly believe the Bible.  
Most followers of Jesus want to know if the Bible is historically accurate--and if its teachings 
are consistent with archaeology and science.  
 
a. The Bible is unique among books.  Let me just give you some facts:   
 

*The Bible contains 66 books, 39 in the OT and 27 in the NT and was written in three 
ancient languages--Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek 
 
It was written over a period of about 1600 years by 40 different authors.  
  
*Given those odd facts, you’d think it would be a meaningless jumble of information--
and yet it carries one consistent story of how things began, how screwed up they got, 
what God did about it--and how things will end.     
 
*And it has endured a lot!  Because of it’s influence, it has been examined, 
scrutinized, studied and picked apart way more than any other book in history.  There 
have been significant attempts to obliterate it--but it has endured them all.   
   
*Given all these attempts to discredit it, the Bible is by far the most published book on 
the planet--and has been translated into well over 2000 languages and dialects.   
 

b. But all of that doesn’t make it accurate or true, does it?  People ask things like: 
 *Haven’t scholars proved that the Bible is historically a little sketchy? 
 *Hasn’t the Bible been modified for political reasons?  



 3 

 *Isn’t the Bible full of contradictions and mistakes--and legends about Jesus that got 
added later? 

 *Isn’t the Bible fully of outdated ideas on things such as chauvinism, slavery and 
homosexuality? 

  
 -These criticisms raise serious doubts about whether or not the Bible is trustworthy!  

Let’s take a look at some of these questions.   
 

3. So, if the Bible has, in fact, been around for almost 2000 years, it makes sense to  
suspect that it’s been mishandled and changed.  Actually, historians tell us that the Bible is 
the most reliable and credible documents from antiquity.  (F.F. Bruce, The Books and the 
Parchments, p. 170)  What has made the Bible so credible is that it has remained the 
same throughout history.   
 
-The practices of the ancient biblical scribes--and their care in reproducing the texts is 
legendary.  Each document was reproduced by a team to insure there were no mistakes.  
The Dead Sea Scrolls gave scholars the opportunity to examine texts that were separated 
by 800 years--and they were the same!   
 
a. However, there are critics who say that the mistakes and contradictions in the Bible 

were simply copied-- again and again.  Some of you may be familiar with a website 
called reddit.com. This website allows anyone to take a shot at some inconsistency 
they see in the Bible.  Some of this started with a book written by Bart Ehrman,  

  Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why.   
 
 -Ehrman says that there are more than 400,000 errors in the Bible; that all the copies 

differ from one another in thousands of places.  So, you have to ask, What are 
these errors?  Actually?  This massive number has come from focusing on tiny 
differences in the nuances and spelling of words in Hebrew of Greek.   

 
 -He gets the 400,000 number--not from the number of mistakes, but by multiplying 

these differences by how many times it was copied.  If you apply this method to 
Ehrman’s own book--16 typos, 100,000 books--adds up to 1.6 million errors.  My 
point?  The number 400,000 is very misleading--especially when the differences are 
almost all related to the spelling and punctuation. 

   
-Here’s what I know.  First, there are no discrepancies that affect any major Christian 
doctrine and, second, there are only two disputed passages in the Bible that are 
more than 2 verses long.  And both of these passages--from John 8 and Mark 16--
are clearly identified in every modern version of the Bible  
 

b. The other questions come down to how the events of Jesus life and ministry 
sometimes differ from gospel to gospel.  The differences are not in what happened--
one says Jesus performed a miracle and the other says he didn’t; it’s in the detail.  
And that actually speaks for authenticity.   

 
-The eye witnesses of 9-11 and JFK’s assassination sound different--because the 
witnesses noticed different details.  Three witnesses will always have 3 different 
perspectives.     
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-As a speaker, I use a lot of stories for illustrations and sometimes use the same 
story.  If I tell it differently, it’s not because one account is true and the others aren’t--
it’s just to emphasize different parts of the story.  Jesus disciples were with him all the 
time, heard him give many of the same messages--and saw different details in each 
encounter.    
 

4. Another point of contention with people who have doubts is the difference between the Old 
Testament and the New The Old Testament makes it clear that there is to be no work on 
the Sabbath, that men get circumcised, and sacrifice animals to atone for sin.  It also says 
that a person with tattoos, skin disease or crushed testicles is not allowed into a place of 
worship. For the record…we don’t check!  

 
 -The sceptics are right; we don’t follow all the OT laws.  So, Why? What’s the difference?  

Well, the Bible itself explains this.  Hundreds of years before Jesus, Jeremiah the prophet 
wrote these words: 

  
 “The time is coming when I will make a brand-new covenant with Israel and Judah. It 

won’t be a repeat of the covenant I made with their ancestors. …I will put my law 
within them—write it on their hearts!—and be their God. And they will be my people.” 
(Jeremiah 31:31, 33 MSG) 

 
a. Just to be clear, the Old Testament and New Testament are dealing with two 

separate eras of salvation history.  The first, based on the covenant with Moses, was 
based on the law and the ceremonies of the temple.  

 
-The entire Old Testament points ahead to the coming of the Christ--the Anointed 
King and Savior God would send.  He would change everything.  Jesus was that 
Messiah; he made it possible for people to have a relationship with God and find life 
and forgiveness--not based on sacrifices at a temple--but based on Jesus giving His 
life for us.  The Spirit of God living in us gives us power to change!     
 
-God began salvation history with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Then he used Moses 
to save people from slavery in Egypt--and gave them the law in the era that led up to 
the coming of Jesus.  Paul, an early Christian leader, says that the law was like a 
live-in tutor to bring God’s people to a point of readiness for Jesus.   
 

b. All that’s written in the Jewish Scriptures looked ahead to--and prophesied in detail 
about His coming.  The sacrificial system was a shadow of the penalty for sin--death-
-and the ultimate solution--Jesus dying for His enemies.  God’s presence in the 
Jerusalem temple looked ahead to a time when our lives would be the Temple of the 
Holy Spirit.   

  
-The Bible is a story that progresses through history as God makes things right.   
 

5. Now, a sceptical person could say, “Yeah--well, that’s all insider stuff!  Why should I believe 
that what is written in the Bible is at all accurate and historically reliable?   That’s a fair 
question.  When it comes to ancient documents, historians always check the oldest 
manuscripts.  Here’s what they look for:   

 
*How many are there?  The more there are--the better. 
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*How close to the actual events were they actually written?  The closer the date of the 
manuscript is to the actual event--the better.   
 
-In this regard, the manuscripts of the Bible are way ahead.  For example, Thucydides who 
lived from 460-365 BC wrote extensively about the Graeco-Roman culture.  We have 8 
copies of his writings--dated 1300 years after he lived.   
 
-Caesar’s Gallic Wars tell describe the history of the Roman Empire around 58 BC.  The 
few copies that exist are dated to around 1000 years after he lived.   These records are all 
accepted as being authoritative--and accurate. 
 
-Know how many of the ancient manuscripts of the New Testament exist?  25,000!  No 
other ancient documents even begin to compare--and some are dated to within 100 years 
of the actual events.     
 
a. Another criticism the gospels is that the records were written long after his life. 

I.e., we can’t really know what He was like--or what He taught.  Honestly, that simply 
isn’t true.  Mark, the earliest Gospel, was written about 40 years after Jesus death.  
Luke traveled with Paul the apostle who died in 64 A.D.  Acts was the next book he 
wrote--and when he finished his account, Paul was still alive.  
 
-In his first letter to the Corinthian church--written around 54 AD--less than 25 years 
after Jesus’ death, Paul quotes a creed that had circulated within 5-10 years after 
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. This is what he said: 
 
I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed 
on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, 
and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. 
He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. After that, he was seen by more 
than 500 of his followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 
have died. (1 Corinthians 15:3-6 NLT) 
 
-The claim that Jesus had risen from the dead was the most controversial 
significant claim made by Jesus’ early followers. Paul in essence says, “I know 
this is really hard to grasp--so talk to the people who actually saw him; most of them 
are still alive!”  No one circulating a legend--a made up story would ever say that.    
 
-Let me give you an illustration of how legends work. JFK has been dead for 55 
years.  If I told you that JFK didn’t actually die in that motorcade, but got re-elected in 
1964. And then he ran GM for 20 years before retiring--what would you say? I was 
nuts! Legends never develop until the eyewitnesses are dead! 
   

b. There’s another factor.  Both the government and religious authorities saw the growth 
of Christianity as a huge threat.  And yet Josephus, Tacitus and the other historians 
of that era all agree on the basic facts reported in the Gospels; that: 

 
1) Jesus lived;  
2) Jesus was known to perform miracles;  
3) He was crucified by Pontus Pilate and,  
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4) His followers claimed he had risen from the dead--and were willing to die for                   
that fact.   
 
-To stop Christianity, all the enemies had to do was drag Jesus’ rotting corpse 
through the streets--and that would’ve ended it all.  If they could’ve--they would’ve!  
-Instead, these authors did something that writers of myths didn’t do in that culture.  
They named people, places, customs and leaders.  It was easy to check the facts--
and still is.  Bible critics once said, for example, that the book of John couldn’t be 
true--because it talks about pool of Bethesda and it wasn’t there.   
Then they found it--I’ve been there!  

 
c. It’s the same with the criticism of the history in the Old Testament.  Late 19th century 

critics said, “The Bible’s making stuff up!  There are no Hittites; how could Abraham 
have camels when they hadn’t been domesticated yet?  Then archaeologists found 
out that the accounts were historically accurate.   
 
-What has become clear is that archaeology, instead of disproving the records--has 
authenticated them.  Here’s what we now know; No archaeological dig has ever 
contradicted a biblical record! 
 

6. Let me take this a step further and talk about the New Testament--and the Gospel records 
of Jesus, his miracles, his life, his death and his resurrection.  Again, one of the criticisms 
seems to be, These stories must be legends that were either made up--or stories that 
were jazzed up with supernatural content to make Jesus into someone he wasn’t! 

 
 -The first argument against that is the detail you see in these accounts; giving names, telling 

us how many fish the disciples caught and naming places and people that people could 
actually investigate.  Unlike the Harry Potter series of books, authors in that culture never 
used that kind of detail to write myths.    

 
a. There’s something else we need to consider.  When these accounts were written, 

Christians were scorned as a minority sect.  If they were trying to convince people 
by writing legends that Jesus was the Son of God and worth following they 
were going about it all wrong. 

 
 -For example, they wrote about Jesus being hungry and thirsty--and crying in the 

Garden of Gethsemane.  No one talked about heroes like that!  They claimed that 
Jesus was God, yet when he was asked about his future coming, he said, I don’t 
know!  Then for Jesus to say from the cross, My God, My God, why have you 
forsaken me?  Prophets and heroes don’t say things like that!  

  
b. And that’s not all; the disciples--the leaders of this new movement--need to gain 

credibility--and yet they’re portrayed as thick--not the brightest bulb in the pack--and 
stubborn.  Peter calls Jesus the Messiah--then tells him off!  Like us, they struggle 
with their egos and their tempers.   
 
-And their actions around Jesus’ most critical moment--his capture, death and 
resurrection, portray them as fearful and unbelieving.  And in an age when women 
couldn’t testify in court--guess who witnesses the resurrection?  Three women saw 
and believed; the men didn’t!  
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c. Now, here’s what I’m saying.  If you’re writing a fake document intended to get 
people to believe, you don’t put stuff like this in it!  Timothy Keller calls this counter-
productive content.  What’s interesting about this is because these details detract 
from what the authors want people to believe, they add to the authenticity of the 
records.   

 
7. There’s one more factor that makes the Bible seem inaccurate; you could call it the cultural 

disconnect.  That is--it is culturally regressive.  In his book, The Problem of God, Mark 
Clark talks about growing up in an atheistic home here in the GTA.  What troubled him 
about the Bible--specifically the book of Genesis, was how the patriarchs treated women.  
To accumulate multiple wives seemed to be no big deal!   

 
-Here’s what he realized he’s missed.  These accounts record what happened; they don’t 
say it was right.  In fact?  The accounts are subversive; they record what happened--and 
then make it clear how destructive this was--that it created relational, cultural and social 
pain for everyone. 
 
a. Another cultural practice where the Bible does give advice is in the issue of slavery.  

Paul says: 
 
Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything you do. (Colossians 3:22 NLT) 
 
-If you didn’t know the culture then, you’d simply insert the evil and sadness of race-
based slavery and the trafficking of women and children. But you can’t insert our 
history into those words.  In 55 A.D., when this specific passage was written, 80-90% 
of the people were considered slaves--more like minimum wage jobs and credit card 
debt in ours.   
 
-The masters to whom they were accountable couldn’t beat them, rape them or kill 
them at will.  They were trusted as household servants, estate managers, 
accountants, child-care workers and librarians--free to go where they wanted.  It was 
a form of employment--and Paul’s advice is basically, “Do a good job--be a great 
employee!”  We just have to be careful not to insert our culture into their culture.   
 

b. I’ll tell you where the danger is in misunderstandings like this; it’s to throw out truth 
that can change our lives!  Based on ignorance, we can listen to someone like Bart 
Ehrman and think, “Wow!  400,000 errors!  How could something that flawed be 
authentic?”  
 
-When scholars say, “The Bible refers to stuff--like the Pool of Bethesda--that simple 
never existed!”  We can think, “Maybe Jesus never existed!”  The point is to respond 
and not react!  
 
-Can I just warn you about something?  
Google isn’t inerrant!  I know--shocking--but true!  
  
Google is amazing--but what it brings up is sometimes the ignorance of someone 
who happens to get a lot of hits.  We sometimes make the assumption that 
whoever posted info actually knows what they’re talking about! 
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-Something else.  Just because someone has a doctoral degree--or other letters 
and numbers after their name doesn’t mean they know what they’re talking 
about.  See, I have a doctoral degree--and I don’t use it or talk about it because, it’s 
based on a very narrow field of research.   
 
-Second, why would I say, Trust me…I have a doctorate! when I don’t even trust 
myself!  Degrees like this, more than anything else, lead to arrogance.  And any 
person with degrees who won’t admit that is a windbag!  Full of hot air!   
 
-There is a lot of stuff we don’t know yet.  As I told you, our daughter Selina is 
expecting #2.  We know it’s a girl--because of a sonogram.  Did you know that 
before the sonogram showed otherwise, medical practitioners believed that babies 
didn’t move until their Mom’s could feel them move?  The sonogram showed that 
babies were more like fans at a Leafs game than an infant sleeping in a crib.     
 

8. Let me tell you what was, for me and my doubts, the most convincing proof of the Bible’s 
authority; it’s the stream of prophecies the Bible makes--and their precise fulfillment.   Let 
me give you some examples: 

 
 -The Spirit revealed to Abraham that his descendants would be captives in Egypt for 400 

years--and that’s exactly what happened. 
 
 -The Spirit spoke to Daniel--and laid out the next four of kingdoms that would dominate the 

world; the Babylonians, the Persians, the Greeks and then the Romans--right down to their 
most prominent leaders, and right on cue--that’s what happened!  The Spirit told Daniel 
when Jesus the Messiah would come--and that’s when He came. 

 
 -All throughout sacred history, prophets described what the Messiah would be like, when He 

would come, what he would be like and how he would suffer and die.  And the prophecies 
are like eyewitness descriptions.  For example, 1000 years before Christ, David prophesied 
the details of Christ’s crucifixion in Psalm 22.  And this was 700 years before crucifixion was 
invented.     

 

 -All in all, well over 50 prophecies were made about Jesus--what his birth would be like, 
where he would be born, the impact he would have and how he would be betrayed and 
executed--and all of them happened as they were prophesied.   

 

-Do you have any idea what the odds are against that happening by accident? Let me tell 
you.  Let’s say I took off my wedding ring and tossed it in one of the seven oceans of the 
world and your job was to find it.  I said, Go fish!  So you choose an ocean, go to the middle 
of it and make one cast.   
 

-What are the odds of you pulling it up with one cast?  It would the same odds as one man--
Jesus--fulfilling all these prophecies.  In comparison--we humans with all our technology 
can’t even find Flight 370 and the 225 people who died--and we know which ocean it’s in! 
 

a. Know what I think is probably the biggest obstacle we have in believing that what the 
Bible says is true?  I’m not sure we want it to be accurate--and true.    
My experience with people for 35 years tells me that even the people who believe it’s 
inspired, authentic and from God don’t like what it says when it conflicts with what 
they’re doing--or want to do.   
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-See, people who believe--like me--struggle with the truth about our egos, the things 
we say, our refusal to forgive--and how to handle this mysterious but powerful gift 
called sex.  We struggle with how to use the wealth God gives us, what it means to 
love others--especially people we don’t like, and what it says about selfishness, 
arrogance, greed and lust.   
 

-When we read about the fact that Jesus is Lord-- that He is the judge of all the 
earth, that He needs to be in charge, and I need to hand over the steering wheel--
and live with courage and self-control and kindness--and trust Him?  Something ugly 
rears it’s head in our minds and says, HEY!! You’re not the boss of ME!” 
 

b.  When Lori and I got married, I took a year off school and worked armed security at  
a nuclear plant.  I became good friends with a Lieutenant named Bill Cassidy.  If you 
know anything about guards--you know they spend a lot of time in the guardhouse--
talking!  At one point we were talking about smoking--and some of the reports 
coming out about how it caused lung cancer and heart disease. 
 

 -I remember Bill taking a drag on his cigarette and saying, “I think that’s all a bunch of 
BS.  I think a bunch of people come up with this stuff just to scare people and make 
news!”  I thought to myself, “I think you’re saying that cause it’s too hard to quit--and 
you don’t want it to be true!  

 

c. Anyone remember the Al Gore film, An Inconvenient Truth?  
Remember how one news source went and checked out the monster home he lived 
in that used a massive amount of power to heat it and light it?   

 

 -Did that change the inconvenient truth--or just make him look bad?  Real truth can 
be denied, ignored, flipped off, defied or contested.  But if it’s true--it’s TRUE--no 
matter how much I don’t like it. 

 

9. Maybe the most powerful truth the Bible brings out--is the truth about me.  When it says 
that the heart is deceitful--and is bent toward wickedness--I blush!  When it describes how 
arrogant our hearts can be--I blush! When it describes how the human heart is bent toward 
self--and all it’s ugly sisters; selfishness, self-centeredness, self-interest and self-
promotion--I blush!  It’s true.  When Paul admits: 
 

I obviously need help! I realize that I don’t have what it takes. I can will it, but I can’t 
do it. I decide to do good, but I don’t really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do 
it anyway. (Romans 7:18-19 MSG)  
 

-But it’s the other truth that brings tremendous comfort to the blushing heart.  It’s 
something I would’ve never guessed on my own; that God has reached out to ME!  That 
He accepts me just as I am, that He loves me despite my failure and sin--and that He 
offers me life…REAL life--as a gift.   
It’s called grace!  And it’s the most beautiful thing in the universe. 
 
-Now, I didn’t come here expecting to change anyone’s mind about the Bible.  What I 
would say is--don’t just push it away because of what you’ve heard.  Think about it.       
Read it for yourself. Ask God for clarity.  And then decide!   


