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1. One of the things I love most about being a pastor is being able to marry people.   
 Believe me--I’ve had a lot of interesting experiences doing that!   

I’ve had weddings on schooners, beaches, docks, in back yards, parks, living rooms, old 
chapels with no electricity--and even one in the prayer room back there.  And, of course, in 
churches! 

  
 -Experiences?  I found out that one groom had a phobia about crowds--that is after he 

passed out twice trying to re we even got to the front of the church, I dismissed the whole 
crowd and we had a private ceremony.  In one wedding in an old fort downtown, the best 
man got seriously bombed by a pigeon! 

 
 -I remember my first wedding, saying the awesome words,  “…based on the laws of this 

Province--I pronounce you husband wife” Here I am, 28 years old, green as can be--and 
yet when it’s all said and done, two people are in a binding legal agreement that is very 
difficult and expensive to break! 

 
 a. Some of you parents know about the power of words.  When Kelly was about 8 years 

old, I pronounced some words over a snake that bit me in front of her: “I’m Jesus, 
you’re Satan!” and stepped on it’s head.  Those words somehow did a number on 
her.  She’s still in therapy!  Just kidding, actually--about the therapy, that is.   But as 
parents, we say things early in our children’s lives about who they are, what they look 
like, and what we think of them. 

 
  And it either sets them up for life--or damages them and their children for life!  
  
  *The words of a judge can put a person in prison for life!     
 
  *The words of Hitler launched a campaign of hatred and death that the world will 

never forget.   
 
  *The words of a President or Prime Minister, today, can potentially start a nuclear 

holocaust that ends civilization as we know it.   
   
 b But you can add up all the words spoken on this planet spoken by everyone who’s 

walked here, and they are nothing compared to words God has spoken.   
  In 1872, Nietzsche said, God is dead!  On August 25, 1900, God said, Nietzsche is 

dead!  God’s words trump every other word that’s spoken.  They trump error, they 
trump foolishness, they trump all the bold pronouncements we make about 
ourselves, about life, and about what’s real and what isn’t. 

   
  -And God’s words have awesome power.  He speaks--and a universe explodes into 

being, continents separate, and gazillions of animals and plants come into being in 
almost infinite variety--weird noses, spots, webbed feet.  God spoke--birds flew, 
giraffes galloped, bugs crawled, and lobsters swam backwards. 
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  -When God speaks, lives change, presidents, judges, ministers, CEOs rise and fall.  

It's because what God says is absolutely true.  And God has the final word on 
everything. 

 
 c. We've been talking about this spiritual war we’re in.  Here’s what we know, Satan has 

significant power--but he can only speak lies into existence.   
  And when he’s told his last lie, deceived his last person and made his final defiant 

pronouncement, God will speak a single word and he will be done for good.   
   
  -And we have God's Word.  Not all over them--but enough to know what’s right and 

how to do it--and what’s wrong and how to avoid it.  According to this passage we’ve 
been studying--it’s our only offensive weapon: 

   
  In addition to all of these…take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God. (Ephesians 6:16a, 17b NLT) 
 

-How does it work?  Well it turns the light on and reveals who Satan is.  It shows us 
which path to take.  It helps us trust that what God is up to is infinitely God.  And it’s 
very clear about the defining factor of life.  God loves us and wants us--Satan 
hates us and wants to destroy us. But for God’s Word to do it’s work--we need to 
know it--and then trust it.  The defining question is:  Will you make the personal 
investment so that can happen?   

 
2. Now, as you’ve seen in the movies, Roman soldiers did carry a 3 foot long sword that was 

kind of like a portable guillotine.  That’s not what Paul uses as a word picture for the Word of 
God; it was the smaller one used in hand-to-hand combat--anywhere between 6 and 18 
inches long.  It was used both to block the opponent's moves--and also to stab or cut. 

 
 -Paul calls it the sword of the Spirit.  In other words, the Holy Spirit is the driving force 

behind the writing of it--and the spiritual power and authority it carries in our lives and in 
the world.   

 
 If you have any questions about it, read Jesus’ personal encounter with Satan when he was 

tempted.  It’s like that was His sole strategy.   
 
 -It doesn’t just defend; the author of the book of Hebrews says this sword is sharp enough 

to do spiritual surgery on us.  See, we’re dying of spiritual cancer--we need surgery that 
only God’s Word is accurate enough to pull off.   

  
 a. How many of you have ever had to get an experts opinion on something?  I have.  

Remember my Kijiji lawn tractor?  Well, I couldn’t get it started, so I called Ralph--
from Ralph’s Small Engine Repair. He picked it, fixed the problem, and brought it 
back.  $420 later, it now works!   I hate that tractor!  But, honestly, experts are 
amazing!   

 
-When something stops working--a computer, a boat engine, a car--our body, what 
are the options?  Well, we have a few; 1) call a friend, 2) try fixing something we 
know nothing about or, 3) or shove it off a cliff.  Not a good option if it’s your body.  
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My favourite all time phrase is, “We need to ask someone who knows something 
about this!”   
 

b Now, here’s the question:  What kind of expertise do you think God has on the issues 
we face?  Think He knows a little about life?  About how to build a marriage?  About 
how to be a good friend?  About making wise decisions?  About living a healthy, 
successful balanced life?  About where we’re likely to get sabotaged?  

    
-Just think for a moment about Who He is.  He's seen everything that is and has 
every happened.  Think about how brilliant he would have to be to build a brain; to 
create another human soul--with 2 cells.    
 
To create things we still can't figure out.  We see life in tiny one hour, one year, one 
decade slices.  He sees the whole thing!   
 

 c. Jesus--who raised a man to life who’d been dead 4 days--and who, Himself, 
conquered death said on several occasions that the Holy Writings we know as the 
Bible is God’s Word.  I’ve studied the Bible for over 40 years, though I don’t 
understand it all--I know that God has in fact spoken--and that what He has said is 
absolutely true.  All of it! 

   
  *Paul said to Timothy that the Scriptures are all God-breathed and useful for every 

part of life. Peter wrote these words:  
    
  Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by 

the prophet's own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its origin in the will 
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
(2 Peter 1:20-21 NIV) 

 
-There’s a lot of misunderstanding in our world when it comes to what the Bible says.  
Some think a bunch of guys sat down 2000-3000 years ago and wrote down some 
stuff to force people to behave--or to deceive the church.   
 
-That’s simply not true; it’s about a God who loves us and knows how dangerous life 
can be if we don’t have the greater story of what He’s doing--and a grasp on spiritual 
reality.  Because it finds it’s origin in God, we don’t correct it based on what our 
culture thinks is cool at the time--it corrects us!  Jesus said it would be valid until 
everything passes out of existence.   

 
d. Over and over again throughout the Bible, those who are writing and speaking say, 

this is what God has to say about this!  Having studied the Bible--and the 
alternatives--and the objections to it, I believe that I will one day be glad for what  

 I treated as true and obeyed--and regret what I ignored or refused to apply.   
 

3. I’ll tell you why, in spiritual warfare, we need the Bible.  There’s nothing else that tells us 
what’s out there.  We can see that God exists by looking at what He's made.  We can 
know things about him by His craftsmanship--and how He’s put us together.  What we are 
blind to are the traps set for us by the forces of darkness.   
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a I was recently having lunch with a friend of mine, Brian Reynolds, and he showed 
me a picture he took of spider web early one morning. 

  
 In the light of the morning, the web was a plain as could be.  But in the shadows it 

was invisible.  Guess what happens if you’re a bug and you fly into this thing?  You 
get all the juices sucked out of you!   

 
 -I don’t have a problem with snakes, but spiders?  They’re sneaky!   
 They creep me out!   
  
 Here’s my point--and there is one; Without some kind of light, you and I will walk 

blindly into the traps set for us.  We can’t see without light!   
 

 b. See, people in our world system say a lot of stuff about God and spirituality.   
  They say a lot of stuff about what’s right and what’s wrong.  A lot of what is said has 

no real source in reality--people just spout if off because it sounds cool or profound.   
 
  -How do you find out what’s real and true?  Google it?  Take a poll among your 

friends?  Watch CNN--or Oprah?  Intuit it?  My question is--do you want to bet your 
soul on what some smart…or dumb person THINKS might be true?   

 
  -The power of God's Word is that He and others who knew Him well and worked 

alongside him at key junctures of history have told us what He's like and how He 
works.  And the Bible has been authenticated by hundreds of prophecies precisely 
fulfilled--many of them in the coming of Jesus.     

  
  -Question:  Where else can you go to find truth about spirituality--especially about 

sinister forces that are extremely powerful and deceptive?   
  
 c. Has anyone here seen the film, The Imitation Game?   
   
  It’s about how an odd but brilliant guy, Alan Turing, helped break Enigma--a code 

machine that the Nazi’s used to send messages about all they were up to, where 
they would strike.  Experts now say that being able to know what the enemy was 
doing shortened the war by at least 2 years and saved millions of lives. 

   
  -If the code of the worst enemy you’ll ever have has been broken and revealed--why 

would anyone with a soul AND a brain NOT want to know about it?  How do you 
stop--or deal with--a spiritual enemy who’s invisible, has the power of an angel--and 
led by a being who is breathtakingly EVIL?  

  
  -Is there anyone here this morning who’s clever enough--and powerful enough to pull 

that off?   
 
  Think about truth; How would we ever guess that when Jesus Christ died on a 

Roman cross in 30 A.D. made a way for us to overcome darkness--and live with 
power?   

 
  -Here’s what I know; When people don't have this information, what you’ll find is that 

out of fear or superstition they resort to all kinds of bizarre things, like chopping off 
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fingers, offering human sacrifices, smearing cow manure in their hair, and muttering 
incantation.  Light…Truth--is powerful! 

 
 d. And there’s more! Not only does the Bible give amazing wisdom and insight into 

everything that counts in life, its message can bring you and me to a place of spiritual 
health.  Truth is a kind of scalpel in the hand of God:     

   
 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-

edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It 
exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. (Hebrews 4:12 NLT) 

 
  -Is there anyone else here besides me who finds it quite easy to see the faults in 

someone else’s life--like the people in your family or the people you work with?             
How many of you would like to do a little surgery on the personality of someone you 
know?  How many of you would like to do major surgery--like maybe the patient 
wouldn’t survive the surgery?  How many of you can’t say--cause they’re sitting next 
to you!    

 
  -Actually?  All we see are symptoms.  We can't really see their thoughts or their 

attitudes or their real needs. But God knows about that--and the truth of what He 
says is powerful enough, sharp enough and precise enough to get right to the very 
core of the problem without killing the patient.  That's good news--because I'm the 
patient, and so are you! 

   
-The sword of God’s Word is used defensively in our lives; it protects us from lies, 
from sabotage, from chasing stupid.  God speaks because He cares!  And here’s 
what I know, there is not a single issue you will face that God hasn’t spoken to--
either directly, or in principle.   
 
-But…but…you and I have to choose to listen--and obey, honour, respect, and follow 
what He says.  If we will do that, we can block most of Satan's attacks on our souls 
. 

 e. So here’s the question I have for you this morning:  Do you believe that the Bible is 
powerful, truthful and accurate--that it is what He has to say to you--personally?  
That if you were to go to His office, or sit in your living room with him or Facetime 
Him and ask for His help and his advice--this is exactly what He'd say?  Do you 
believe this truth is right--that it’s right--even when it contradicts what YOU think 
or would like to believe?  

  
  -Do you believe that this truth can change the way you think and transform you for 

the better--and keep you from making horrible mistakes?   is absolutely true?   
 
  -Some of you do--you believe it--but it’s not how you live. Some of you need to think 

it over--cause this is all new--and you just need to do some more research.  Here’s 
what I know; a lot of people have opinions about the Bible and it’s accuracy--and 
they’ve never read it!   My advice?  Read it!  Honestly, my worst screw-ups have 
come from when I haven’t listened to or practiced what it says.     

 
4. How many thrill-seeking, race-car wannabes are here this morning?  How many of you 

practice every day on your way to work?  How many can prove you’re a race-car wannabe 
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by showing us your car insurance premiums?  If you were to drive a high-performance car 
in, say, the Indianapolis 500--and you want to win--would you fill it up with the 87 octane 
stuff at the Pioneer Station down the street?  Not if you want to WIN!  Racing engines 
choke and gag on that stuff!     

 
 -We get it, right?  No one who is serious about athletic competition goes on a Tim Horton's 

donut diet--even loyal Canadians!  Our daughter, Selina, is expecting baby #2--and she 
won’t touch diet pop, medication, or alcohol--cause it all goes through the umbilical cord 
right into the baby!  We are very careful what we feed our children, our bodies--and even 
our pets! 

 
 a. We know that the fuel we put into our cars, boats and bodies ultimately determines 

their performance and health.  Honestly, that’s why I’m astonished that we would 
feed our bodies organic food, and our cars gourmet gas--and totally ignore this 
principle when it comes to the single most sensitive part of us--our hearts, minds 
and souls!   

 
  -Think for just a minute about how mysterious your mind and soul is.  It’s inside your 

body--but not limited to it.  Long after our sun flames out, your soul and my soul will 
live on!  Here’s what I know about souls; to thrive, it needs truth--and it needs to be 
fed well!  Know who’s responsibility that is?  How many of you think it’s mine?  It’s 
not!  It’s yours!   

 
  -The only antidote to the fire hose of temptation and lies that come at us every day is 

the truth of what God’s Word has to say.  Like the white blood cells in our body fight 
bacteria, truth fights of lies.   

 
  -There’s a verse in the book of Philippians that describes an excellent diet!  
     
  Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about 
such things. (Philippians 4:8 NIV) 

 
  -Math textbooks and Mapquest fit the true category--but you wouldn't call them 

noble.  Instagram may fit the lovely or cool category, but not the pure category.  
 
 b. Here’s what I know; For God’s Word to be the sword of the Spirit it has to move 

from the pages in the Bible--or the screen on your iPhone--into your heart and mind.  
You’ll have to find a way to learn it!  And more than that, treasure it, embrace it, 
love it, trust it, and let change how you think and transform your life.     

   
  -For years, people have kept Bibles as a kind of good-luck charm on the coffee table 

or on the stand by their bed.  See, truth is that you can’t put under your pillow and 
pray that it will ooze into your brain.  You have to regularly expose your heart to it--
whatever that looks like in your 21st century life!   

 
  -So if the Bible exposes Satan for who he is--along with his lies, his vulnerability to 

Jesus, and the lies he uses to take us down--how many of you think he might be a 
little interested in keeping us away from it? I’d say he’s a lot interested!  Motivated!  
And if you decide to build this truth into your heart, there will be pushback!   
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 c. Knowing and applying and living truth will not just happen.  You will have to take the 

time--probably several times a week--to read it.  Learn it.  Think deeply about what 
it’s saying--and how it applies to you. You'll have to take time to be in places where 
it's taught--and discussed.  You may have to put and app on your phone or download 
an audible version--hey, even CDs will work if you’re stuck in the 20th century!   

   
  -People say things like, “But I don’t have time!”  Here’s what I know--truth SAVES 

you time--if you cooperate and allow truth to do it’s work of preserving your life and 
your effectiveness!   

 
  -Followers of Jesus have this thing about Bible knowledge--as in knowing the facts 

and quoting the verses.  Let’s just be clear--that’s not enough!  This is about the 
quality of your heart, not the quantity of exposure.  It’s about living truth--not just 
learning it.  

 

  -Jesus told a story about that.  Remember?  It was an agricultural word picture of a 
man planting seeds that were falling all over the place--on the road, on the rocks, into 
the weeds--and then some into good, deep soil.  What Jesus was saying is that the 
condition of your heart will determine the effectiveness and power of God's Word.   

  -If your heart is hardened by a rebellion and disinterest, God’s word will bounce off 
the surface.   

 

  If there's no depth to your heart, and you're looking for a quick fix or some cool info  
  to help you with what you want to do, it’ll disappear when life gets tough.  See, it's 

God's word--not a self-help manual or a band-aid. But the weedy soil Jesus talked 
about is our biggest threat.  Jesus said,  

   
  This is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 

deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. (Matthew 13:22 NIV)  
  
  -Those are awesome words.  Jesus just hacked into our lives!  Hassled, worried, 

busy, running here and there, marginless, crazy--and pre-occupied with accumulation 
and prosperity.  And he says, "When you live like this, it chokes out what God could 
do in your heart and through your life that could totally transform you--and transform 
your world. 

 
 d. I want you to notice who’s speaking here.  It’s Jesus!  God the Son--the Word made 

flesh.  He had watched for thousands of years as people had just flicked off what 
God wanted to say to them.  If you're going to use this powerful weapon God has 
given, you have to learn it and soak your heart in it.   

   
5. So.  Let me ask; how would you describe YOU? Receptive?  Cooperative?  Do you take 

what God has said seriously--or do you just file it away with all the other cool things you’ve 
heard over the years?  Is it as important to you as the diagnosis of a surgeon--or the 
mechanic at the BMW garage--or advice from your financial advisor?  What would taking it 
seriously look like?    

 
 a. Well, first of all, don't edit it.  We sometimes do that, you know.  We take the parts of 

the Bible that rub us the wrong way and ignore them or contradict them--cut them out 
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of our Bible.  This is so easy to do.  "That works for most people--but NOT ME!"  
Or, that worked 2000 years ago when people got really weird about sex--you know,” 

  
  -The Bible--God's Word on life--is very counter-cultural.  It flat-out contradicts what 

our world has to say about truth--you know, that no one’s wrong and everybody’s 
right.  It contradicts the way our world thinks about love--or what matters and what 
doesn’t--or sexual behaviour--or forgiveness--or about making money, prosperity and 
popularity the god of your life. 

 
  -Here’s what I’m saying; it’s quite easy to read the truth of what God says, 

understand it, and then say, "I don't think so.  Not today, anyway."  Can I just be 
really blunt?  How can a person call something God’s Word and then edit it to fit how 
they’re living?  That’s dumb!   

 
 b. Secondly, if what God says is true--it will be like a scalpel that cuts into our souls--

and exposes stuff we’re not proud of; or true motives, our most private thoughts.  It 
will shock us!   

 
  -Sometimes the surgery God does is a form of cataract surgery.  We are not seeing 

clearly.  Things are clouded and dark and blurry--and the Spirit uses what God has 
said to help us see people more clearly; see ourselves more clearly. 

   
  -Sometimes his surgery would be more comparable to cancer surgery.   
  There's something foreign growing in our lives--and all it’s doing is consuming food, 

tissue and energy.  It’s killing us.  And the only way to survive is to have it cut out of 
us.  Sometimes we need open heart surgery so we can feel and care and love 
again.   

   
  -How many of you have had surgery--and enjoyed it?  How many have you been 

glad you had it done?  The Holy Spirit is the master surgeon--and if you let Him 
work--you love what He does!  

  
 c. A third thing.  Let God's Word give you wisdom and discernment and confidence.  

See in a very spiritually confusing world, God’s Word gives clarity to what is just 
good advice--and what has spiritual clarity and gives life.  If you’ve ever driven on a 
foggy, rainy highway at night--it’s not fun--and can be dangerous!  The spiritual arena 
of life is where you’ll want clarity!  

  
 d. Over time, as God's Word becomes more familiar and clear to you--and it does take 

some time--it has this powerful effect on the way you think, the way you see life, the 
way you watch the news, the way you see people.  It changes the way you see 
problems.  It's like the core of your life is bolted to solid rock--and you don't get blown 
away when difficulty comes, or derailed when life doesn't turn out like you'd planned. 

 
  -It renews your mind.  In other words, you think in totally new ways.  Bigger ways!  

And you know why that's powerful?  It's because of the fact that what expose 
yourself to is what you think about.  And what you think, you ultimately become. 

  -Do you see where I'm going with this?  If you want God's Word to shape your life, 
build your confidence, help you see clearly and avoid disaster and help you spot 
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detours and make really good decisions, you will simply have to figure out how to 
get maximum exposure.   

 
  -You'll have to value it.  Set aside time to read it, hear it taught, think about it.  

Question:  What do you think is perhaps the something else in your life you could 
use a little less exposure to? 

 
6. Finally, if God's Word is truly going to be the sword of the Spirit in your life, you'll have to 

use it.  And that may take some learning.  Have any of you guys ever gotten a tool or a 
gadget that you had no clue how to use it?  Like, your wife or girlfriend gave it to you as a 
kind of prophetic voice of what she wanted you to be able to do?  Like a fit-bit exercise 
watch that tracks calories?   

 
 -These tools seem very easy to use when someone else using them, right?  Powersaws 

make nice clean, straight cuts. Routers make perfect edges.  But in your hands, they eat 
wood.  It just takes time and practice. 

 
 a. I would say that the most common use for this sword of the Spirit is defensive.  

Satan comes after you with lies or half-truths.  When you know what the truth is, 
then you use God’s Word to expose the lies instead of reacting to them.   

 
  -You and I need to be able to defend ourselves against accusations, against fear, 

against discouragement, against doubt, against shame and against fear.  In desert, 
Jesus was tempted by the devil to take a short-cut and escape the cross.   

  And that’s where He quotes God’s word.  That shut Satan up cause God always has 
the last word. 

 
 b. But the Word of God also can be used to attack Satan's strongholds.  If you take the 

time to know God’s word, there will be times in your life when you can help others 
hear what God has to say about forgiveness and grace and hope--and impact their 
lives for eternity!     

 
  -That happens in other ways, too.  You may know someone who is stuck in some 

cage--some trap.  And it’s the truth of God--spoken through you--that will help them 
find freedom.  Sometimes people are in very dark, confusing times.  And God's Word 
is the light that cuts a swath through the darkness.  If you build God's Word into your 
mind and your life--God will use you in ways you never dreamed.  This could be one 
of the most meaningful experiences of your life.  But you have to be prepared! 

 
7. I believe the Bible is what the God of the universe has to say about life.  I believe it shines 

light on life--because it is totally trustworthy.  I believe the Spirit of God is behind it--and the 
He continues to use it to change us--and change the world.  I believe that if you and I let it 
soak into life, t, let it transform our hearts and renew how we think--it will protect us--and all 
we love.  It will help us do what we were created to do--and stay standing!   

 
 -But if this is actually going to happen--we have to fully engage--and let God use it in our 

hearts.  Without any apology, I want to ask you today to just take one step toward that.  
Let me be specific; for starters--would you take 20 minutes each week--to read it and build it 
into your life?  I’m guessing that if you do that--it will save you more than 20 minutes a 
week of heartache and bad moves! 


