
Series: GRIT. When You're Ready to Just Give Up 
 

SUNDAY MARCH 11. 2018 
BUT GRIT IS NEVER ENOUGH 

Hebrews 1:4-14, 3:1-6 
SPEAKER: KEN DAVIS 

 
 
1. As all of you know, my office window faces south--so the four apartment towers on 

Markham Rd are always within sight.  I’ve watched them go up piece by piece.  Of course, 
these towers are tiny compared to what’s going up in our world.   

  
There’s World Trade Center One--the replacement building for the Twin Towers.    
 
And then there’s the Burj Khalifa in Dubai--almost 1000 feet taller! 

 
 -Beautiful buildings, aren’t they?  Marvels of engineering!  But here’s what I know:  The best, 

most sophisticated drawings, the very best in materials, the very best tower cranes, the very 
best workmen--the best of everything can not compensate for…?  The foundation you 
build it on!  WTC One or the Freedom Tower goes 70 below the surface to solid rock. 

  
-If you’ve got your office at the top of the tower, you want to make sure that something that 
tall is hooked into something even bigger and stronger!   
 
a. Jesus said that His teachings form the kind of foundation we need for our lives so 

they don’t fall apart when life gets difficult.  You can build an impressive life--and do 
that with all kinds of passion and determination that you will forge your way and do 
great things.  But without a solid foundation--the whole thing will collapse when the 
storms come!  And they will come! 

 
b. Has anyone here ever gotten the impression--from some of the rhetoric out there, 

that if you truly and passionately believe something and have the grit to just go for it-
-it will happen?  That believing in something a lot, and believing in yourself makes 
it true?   

 
 -When you probe into it a little, what you realize is how absurd that is!  As a kid my 

wife, Lori, was absolutely convinced that she could fly down the carpeted stairs that 
led to the basement!  Good thing she didn’t!  Even the faith of a child doesn’t set 
aside the laws of gravity. 

 
c. See, you can be the grittiest, most passionate person on the planet--you can 

persevere, believe in yourself, and push through a lot--but if it’s all based on 
something that’s not true--it doesn’t matter!    
 
-Grit is hugely important in life, but if there’s no foundation for what you believe--only 
opinion--you will be crushed with the results.  Grit isn’t enough!  EVER!  So.  What 
is the foundation for your life?  Will it hold the weight of what you plan to build in this 
life--and when this life is done?   
 

2. Now, I’m guessing that most of you, like me, have felt--when moving forward gets really 
hard and messy, “Maybe I’m wrong…or I’m doing something wrong?”  Sometimes, that’s 
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actually true. But sometimes it’s just the stage of life.  When you have small children--life 
is, honestly, just messy, difficult and exhausting.   

 
 -There are other times when we’re tempted to return to something safe--like a previous life.  

When we first moved to Toronto from small-town Pennsylvania, I was in shock.   
In case you haven’t noticed, Canada and the US are very different!  Many of you have 
moved here from other countries--have you noticed the same thing?  And the thought is, 
“This is too hard!  Maybe we oughta go back to where we came from!”   
 
a. And that’s what the people who received this letter we call Hebrews were thinking.  

Like us, they were at different stages in their faith, but most had believed in Jesus as 
their Messiah--and the Good News that not only had He forgiven their sin, He was 
going to set the world right again.  And then things got tough.   
 
Think back on those early days when you first learned about Christ.  
Remember how you remained faithful even though it meant terrible suffering. 
Sometimes you were exposed to public ridicule and were beaten, and 
sometimes you helped others who were suffering the same things. You 
suffered along with those who were thrown into jail, and when all you owned 
was taken from you, you accepted it with joy.  (Hebrews 10:32-34 NLT) 
 
-I can’t be sure, but I think their love started fading.  It’s like a couple who just can’t 
get enough of each other, but after about 10 years--have had more than enough 
of each other? When that happens--in any arena--people begin to think,  
Maybe I made a mistake?   
 
-And then we romanticize the past--the place of safety.  We talk about the good ole 
days!  The good ole days when you were the office hot shot--not up to your elbows in 
poopy diapers; when you drove the Boxter--not a Dodge mini-van. The good ole 
days when all you had to think about, plan for, worry about--was yourself!    
 
-The Jewish people the author was writing to had a lot of traditions.  Anyone 
remember the movie, Fiddler On The Roof? 
Tevye sings about how Jews have been able to survive all the difficulty and change 
that’s come their way.  Tradition!  By the time this book was written, they’d 
accumulated 2000 years worth!  
  
-And a lot of those traditions were about solidarity.  Family.  Passover, Sabbath, 
Hanukkah, and special feast days with special foods and ceremonies. Days when 
you remembered your history!  And now?  Well, they were cut off!  Shunned!  
Hated!    
  

b. The question that comes up is, “So--didn’t God give the Old Testament--the Law--
and warn people to keep it--or else?  Didn’t He lay out the traditions--and speak 
through angels to Abraham, Moses, and Daniel?  I mean--wasn’t that all God’s 
word, too?  If so--why would He have a problem with us going back to that truth?”  

  
 -Just to be honest, how many of you--if you were in their shoes--might begin to think 

about the good ole days?  I might!   
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3. What the Spirit of God is saying here is:  Don’t go back!  And the basis for that is asking, 
“Was what you believed about Jesus true…or not?  If Jesus and the people who knew Him 
lied about, by all means--ditch Him.  But if it’s true, what on earth are you going back to?  
Now, some people might say, “Yes--but the Jewish Scriptures were revealed by God and 
authenticated by angels” 

 

 -And that’s true!  How many of you are familiar with angels?  They are powerful spiritual 
beings--even thought they at times appear in human form.  When they show up at Christ’s 
resurrection, Matthew tells us that their appearance was like lightning--blindingly brilliant.   

 

 -There are a lot of similarities between us and them.  They’re intelligent, the speak--and do 
they ever know how to celebrate!  Jesus said they throw a party when a single lost person 
comes home!  And they were capable of rebellion.  When Satan rebelled against God, he 
took down a full third of the angels--now known as demons. -In terms of numbers, the Bible 
implies that there are billions of them.  And from what the Bible says, they are organized 
and have governing responsibilities--and are called by different names like cherubim and 
seraphim and arch-angel. They are extremely powerful.  One account from the Old 
Testament tells us that a single angel took out 185,000 troops intent on annihilating God’s 
people. 
 
-As Paul tells us in Ephesians 6, that the dark side of these forces are also organized and 
have authority over thrones, dominions, principalities and powers. They are likely 
behind a number of pagan gods worshipped in our world.  Since Hitler dabbled in the occult, 
many think that these forces were behind the awful things that happened in Nazi Germany.   
    
a. So, everyone understands that angels are amazing-- powerful and have been 

involved in every single aspect of God’s plan to redeem this planet, right?  Then the 
author simply asks, “Do you understand who the angels are compared to the Son?   
 
There is NO comparison!   

 After he finished the sacrifice for sins, the Son took his honoured place high in 
the heavens right alongside God, far higher than any angel in rank and rule.  

 
Did God ever say to an angel, “You’re my Son; today I celebrate you” or              
“I’m his Father, he’s my Son”? When he presents his honoured Son to the 
world, he says, “All angels must worship him.” Regarding angels he says,    
The messengers are winds, the servants are tongues of fire.” 
 
But he says to the Son, “You’re God, and on the throne for good; your rule 
makes everything right. You love it when things are right; you hate it when 
things are wrong. That is why God, your God, poured fragrant oil on your head, 
marking you out as king, far above your dear companions.” 
And again to the Son, “You, Master, started it all, laid earth’s foundations, then 
crafted the stars in the sky. Earth and sky will wear out, but not you; they 
become threadbare like an old coat;  
 
You’ll fold them up like a worn-out cloak, and lay them away on the shelf. But 
you’ll stay the same, year after year; you’ll never fade, you’ll never wear out.” 
And did he ever say anything like this to an angel? Sit alongside me here on 
my throne until I make your enemies a stool for your feet. Isn’t it obvious that 
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all angels are sent to help out with those lined up to receive salvation? 
(Hebrews 1:3-14 MSG) 
 

b. The author makes his point right at the beginning of this lengthy quote.  What He’s 
saying is that Jesus is not only far above that angels--as God, He rules over the 
angels because He’s the One who made them--and the one they worship.   

 
 *Jesus is the Son--different from the Father, but equal to Him in every way.   
  

*The angels are commanded to worship him.   
 
*Jesus is the One who will make all things right.  As much of a hotshot as Satan 
things he is, along with all of the fallen angels who do what he asks--his time is very 
limited.  When Jesus finalizes his plan to make things right--he’s going down for 
good! 

 
 *And to top if all off, the Son--Jesus--is the One who laid out everything in the 

universe and created every star!  He made it--and He will outlast the heavens and 
the earth.   

 
*This just gives us a taste Who Jesus really is and why He can pull off anything He 
wants!   
 

c. And just in case we still don’t get it, the final verse says: 
 
 Isn’t it obvious that all angels are sent to help out with those lined up to receive 

salvation? (Hebrews 1:14 MSG) 
 
 -When I hear people talk about calling on angels to help them, I think, “Why would 

you talk to angels--when you can talk to the One who made them--their Lord and 
Master?  And we’re not supposed to call on them; God sends them!   Yes, they’re 
way more powerful than us, but they serve us on His behalf!  They take their 
orders from Him!   

 
d. Now, do you understand the difference between angels and Jesus, the Son?   

 
Does it make sense to worship angels--or pray to them--or ask them to do things?   
If you’re ever tempted to do that, remember that the only angels open to responding 
to your requests are the fallen angels.  And because they’re both powerful and 
invisible--they’re tricky.  The Bible tells us that Satan masquerades as an angel  
of light!  If God tells the angels to worship the Son--then we need to as well! 
 

4. Then the author of Hebrews talks about the hero of the Jewish nation--particularly the 
religious professionals.  Know who that is?  It’s Moses.  Let’s just be real clear about this; 
Moses was an amazing leader; he was an amazing man of God--who was intimately 
familiar with all the things of God.   

 
 *He was the leader God used to create the nation of Israel. 
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 *He was the one who, inspired by the Spirit, wrote down the Pentateuch--that is, the first 5 
books of the Bible that tell us all we know about creation, Adam and Eve, Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, Joseph--and the 12 tribes.   

 
*God gave the 10 Commandments to Moses and spoke with him face to face on Mt. Sinai 
*It was to Moses that God revealed his plans for the temple and for the sacrificial system. 
 
*If a person was looking for a hero for the Good Ole Days in Israel, it would be Moses.   
 

 -And yet the author says, “With all that history and fame and celebration--there is no 
comparison between Jesus and Moses!  Jesus, God, was the very One who spoke to 
Moses face to face and corrected him when he was wrong.  Jesus Christ--though He was 
God did not demand and cling to His rights as God, but laid aside His mighty power 
and took on the form of a servant and likeness of man.   

 
And then he clearly says: 

 
 So, my dear Christian friends, companions in following this call to the heights, take a 

good hard look at Jesus. He’s the centerpiece of everything we believe, faithful in 
everything God gave him to do. Moses was also faithful, but Jesus gets far more 
honour. A builder is more valuable than a building any day.  
Every house has a builder, but the Builder behind them all is God. Moses did a good 
job in God’s house, but it was all servant work, getting things ready for what was to 
come. Christ as Son is in charge of the house.  (Hebrews 3:1-6 MSG)  

 
 -Now, do you understand what the author is getting at here?  Moses was a servant in the 

house Jesus--God the Son is building.  There’s no comparison.  Jesus--the Son--is the 
One that everything has been pointing to for the past 2000 years! 

 
 -Put this in our culture; if you have concerns about the government of Canada, you don’t go 

to someone who works in the mailroom.  If you have a concern about a home you’re 
purchasing, you don’t go to the guy who put in the trim or nailed down the roof--you go to 
the contractor!   
 
a. But it gets more complicated.  The next issue is the priesthood in the temple.  This 

was very much a part of the Jewish way of life--and the way people, before Jesus, 
approached God.  As you read the book--and I would encourage you to do that--the 
author says:  “Okay--let me get this right.  God started the priesthood and anointed a 
priest.  And then He Himself shows up here. 

 
 -Instead of offering up the blood of sheep, goats or bulls--symbolic of them dying for 

our sin--He offers up his life to pay for the consequences of our sin.  Death.  He does 
this once for all--He takes care of every sin.  He makes it possible, not just for the 
sin to be covered--but for us to be at rest!  To find the peace of being completely 
forgiven! 

 
 -So--this is God we’re talking about.  Why would you want to turn back to human 

priests who are sinners just like you?  Why would you want to turn back to 
covering sin when our sin can be washed away!  What are you not seeing here 
about the fact that GOD has done this, GOD has initiate this?  If this is about 



 6 

things being right between you and God--why would you ever turn back to the 
whole system He himself replaced?   

 
b. The one thing that’s said again and again throughout this book is that there is an arc 

to the story of God’s redemption of us and all that’s gone wrong.  The Scriptures tell 
the whole story.  It starts at the beginning when, in God’s words, all he made was 
very good.  Then our sin screwed up everything. Then He began preparing the way 
for Jesus who would make all things right.  And then Jesus came to finish the job.   
 
-Now, Jesus isn’t finished yet--but his life, death and resurrection foreshadowed what 
would happen.  The Good News is that He is putting an end to all evil, suffering and 
pain.  We couldn’t do it; we couldn’t pay for it--so He did--with his life.   
 
-And now our status as fully redeemed people is secured by our faith in Jesus--not 
by the laws we keep, the good things we do, the bad things we don’t do, the food we 
eat, or religious rituals we observe.  What God is up to--is Jesus!  The centerpiece.  
The creator of and ruler over angels.  He is the Saviour!   
 
-And the Good News is that every person--no matter how badly they’ve screwed up 
their lives--is offered life.  Forgiveness.  Healing.  Heaven.  The chance to make a 
difference.  
 

5. It’s pretty safe for us to talk about not going back to the angels, or Moses, or the sacrificial 
system.  I doubt if anyone here is in danger of that.  But I think we can relate to the good 
ole days thing?  How many of you know someone who talks about the good ole days?  It’s 
easy to romanticize something that seems old-fashioned and simple--and forget the mess 
and the pain isn’t it?  For example:   

 *The good-ole-days included outhouses and Sears catalogues for clean-up duty. 
 
 *The good-ole-days included wood stoves and coal furnaces--basements full of coal and a 

furnace that left a tan cloud over your house?  They were the old days--but not good! 
 
 *Anyone here who’d like to go back to snail mail?  To having to type everything on a 

typewriter--or write it long-hand? 
 
 *Is there anyone who would like to go back to the days of the washboard, hanging the 

laundry in the back-yard--and having to kill and pluck a chicken--if you wanted chicken for 
supper? 

 
 *Anyone here want to go back to having to hitch a wagon--and ride in it--whether it was 

raining, snowing, sleeting, or  minus 20 and windy--and then having to unhitch the wagon 
and care for the horse before you went inside?  

 
 *Anyone want to live in the days before deodorant and toothpaste and anti-biotics and CAT 

scans?  When the music in church was a high-tech pump organ and piano. 
 

a. Please don’t mistake what I’m saying.  Progress isn’t always good.  The other night 
we were watching a special on the decade of the 90s.  The one thing that pretty 
much changed everything was the internet.  And it’s great!  It keeps us connected to 
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everything going on!  But it also carries raw sewage that has the potential to 
destroy our souls.    

 
 -Here’s what I do know; no one can improve on what God has done through His Son, 

Jesus.  Sometimes people have used His name to intimidate--or shame others.  But 
that’s them, not Him!  God’s way of changing people has been through grace; 
through people understanding how kind and powerful and good and loving He is--and 
then embracing the life He gives as a gift.  By putting their hope in Him--and not 
themselves. 

 
b. I’ve talked about the fact that this letter was written to people who were under a lot of 

pressure, right?  When you’re the most unpopular person on your street, when your 
family disowns you--and when you’re fair game to be kicked around whenever 
anyone feels like it--it’s tough!  And that still goes on in our world!   

 
 -And so people were thinking, “Where’s the exit ramp?!  Let’s just go back to the 

good ole days!”  And the companion thought may have been, “Why should we be 
faithful to Jesus--when it feels like He’s forgotten about us?” 

 
-Actually?  Jesus had consistently told His followers that they would have to take 
their cross--and follow Him.  He’d told His people, “You’ll likely be hated and 
discriminated against because of me.”   
And he’d also said, “I will never leave you or forsake you…I will be with you to the 
end of the world!” 
 

c. There’s something else that we need to look at.  Is truth still true when it’s 
inconvenient?  Is truth still true when it contradicts what you’d like to believe and 
offends the culture you live in?  See, the truth of Jesus--and what He’s done is 
brilliant and powerful and filled with hope--whether or not it fits into our lifestyle.   

 
 -In a world like ours, true truth--life-changing truth will create problems--and it does 

that because it’s true.  We don’t get to vote on whether true truth is true.  WE can 
choose not to believe--and we can flip it off as stupid, but truth is truth--even if people 
say call you the worst name in Canadian books because you believe it.  And that 
worst name is..?  Intolerant!   

 
d. Here’s where the Jewish Christian’s situation in 60 A.D. differs from us.  The truth 

about angels…is, well, true.  What Moses received from God and taught them about 
the law and the whole temple system…is true! But it was incomplete.  The story 
wasn’t done.  Jesus completed the story.  Jesus fulfilled all the demands and 
requirements of the law and the prophets with His life.   

 
-It was incomplete!  Think about it, is there anyone who would want to leave the 
home you’re in--and go to an incomplete house-- no roof, kitchen, or plumbing?  
Would anyone here want to drive a really cool--but incomplete car with no engine or 
brakes?   
 
-The Spirit says, You can’t go back!  To go back is to miss what Jesus has for 
your future!  You do not want to miss out on forgiveness and grace! 
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6. Here’s where we find ourselves in similar territory with these Christians.  It’s the Jesus 
and… thing.  In their case, it was, Jesus and angels, or Jesus and Moses, or Jesus and 
the temple or Jesus and special knowledge. The TRUTH is that it’s Jesus + nothing!   

 
-It’s not Jesus and religion; it’s not Jesus and Buddha.  It’s not Jesus and positive 
thinking.  It’s not Jesus and being a vegetarian or a vegan or a meat-atarian.  It’s not 
Jesus + a set of rules that make you feel really spiritual or Jesus+ a cool new prophet 
who showed up or Jesus + Bible knowledge or asceticism or social justice 
or…anything else!  
 
God made it so that anyone, even without any knowledge of the Bible can find life and 
eternity and hope through--Jesus!  
 
-Now, here’s the deal.  I suspect that some of you have simply cooled off in your relationship 
of love and respect for Jesus.  I suspect that others of you have just gotten really 
discouraged--and are thinking, “If Jesus is worth following, how come my life isn’t going so 
well?!”  I suspect that others of you may have just gotten distracted.  You’re off chasing 
something you think will make life more exciting and fun and you’re thinking, “Jesus really 
doesn’t have anything to do with this!” 
 
-You’re not going to go back to angels or Moses, but when we’re distracted--or discouraged-
-or disengaged--or just restless the temptation is to go back to what feels familiar; easier; to 
Jesus…and… 
 
a. Like--Jesus and money.  Actually, that would be money and Jesus.  I’ll tell you why--

whenever you hyphenate Jesus with anything else--you will always put it before 
Jesus.  The thought is that Jesus will just tag along hoping you’ll throw him a few 
scraps. That won’t happen!     

 
b. Another big deal, especially in our culture, is Jesus and…intelligence!  I’m a smart 

person, I’ll figure it out for my self.  A simpler way to put this is Jesus and Ego.  
What happens is that we become the contractor for our own lives, and we call in 
Jesus with his panel van in emergencies.  Jesus is the back-up plan.  

 
-When you and I do this, know where it puts us?  “Yeah, I know Jesus created the 
universe and made me--but I’m still smarter than Him!”  That is, the…I want Him to 
save me, but I don’t want to do what He asks plan.  And I want to say, “Do you 
really want to do this?  Look at everyone else who’s on this plan--which would 
include most of the GTA--and ask, “So…how’s it goin’!?” 
 

c. There are lots of plans; Jesus and my boyfriend--my main squeeze or…My 
boyfriend--and Jesus who tags along on dates until things get steamy.  Then we kick 
Him out--and leave him at the church!  

 
 -Or…Jesus and my plan to become the big shining star or the ‘success’ I’ve 

always dreamed I could be.  
 
 -Or…Jesus and the gym.  Or …Jesus and my grudge.  Or Jesus and… “you 

know, this little thing I do on the side that’s really no big deal.”  Or Jesus and 
education-cause education’s the key to the future. 
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 -Or Jesus and what the culture says is okay and cool and right.  I mean, if 
Conventional Wisdom conflicts with Jesus--Jesus must be wrong! 

 
d. One of the most dangerous fall-backs is the old lifestyle; the old habits; the same old 

dumb stuff that created a mess in our lives.  Lifestyles and habits, see, are like a 
barbed hook.  Fishermen/fisher-persons use barbed hooks for a reason.   
They don’t want the fish to get off!   

 
 -And if you get a hook in you--your clothing, your finger, your nose--you have to push 

it through and clip off the barb!  My Dad had that happen once when we were deep 
sea fishing--and he actually stopped fishing for a while!   

 
 -There are some of you right now--who, because you’re discouraged, because going 

forward seems so tough, because life doesn’t seem to be working are dabbling with 
going back to the same stupid old stuff; booze, drugs, hooking up in bars, shopping, 
overeating, cheating.  

  
-I don’t know what it is--I just know that people can get addicted to almost everything-
-even eating the foam out of couch cushions or pulling their hair out!   

  
-And if that’s what you’re tempted to do--you need to know that going back will take 
you further down--and the addiction barb will be even harder and more  
painful to get out the next time.  Don’t go back! 
 

7. Bottom line?  Grit--just pushing through life, being stubborn, being stoic, gutting it out, 
talking tough is not enough--it’s never enough when it comes to following Jesus.  I’ll tell you 
why; this is spiritual warfare.  This is a spiritual battle--not a battle with pain or laziness or 
discouragement.  And the only one with the power to help you last is the One who died for 
you!  Jesus.  Jesus made everything, is Lord of everything--and has the final word on 
everything. 

 
-And faith in Jesus, trust in Jesus is the hope that will get not just get you through, but 
make what you do and where you persevere--last.  Jesus will give you both the passion 
and the perseverance--the GRIT to make is!  See, He has a plan for what He always 
planned for you--and if you don’t keep your eyes on Him--you’ll miss it.  
 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd  
 
Jesus is the One who has everything you need 
 
Jesus is the One who ease your anxiety--help you sleep at night 
 
Jesus is the One who will bring you back when you stray 
 
Jesus is the One who will guide you in the right path 
 
Jesus is the One who will calm your fear and protect you from evil 
 
Jesus is the One who will prepare the way ahead of you 
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Jesus is the One who will fill your life with joy and blessing 
 
Jesus is the One who will make goodness and love spill out of your life--and into  
the lives of others. 
 
Jesus is the One who will walk you safely into the Father’s house--when life is over. 
See, Jesus is Lord.  It’s not Jesus and …ANYTHING.  It’s Jesus.  Jesus is God.  Jesus is 
greater than any obstacle.  Jesus is the foundation for life.  Jesus is the personification of 
love, hope, peace--and everything you want.  And, best of all, He loves you--and He’s for 
you!   


